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Dear Tom and Ray: 
I have a 2000 Toyota

Corolla. It runs really well, es-
pecially since it has 180,000
miles on it. However, the
paint is coming off and it
looks horrible. What is an
economical way to get it
painted? I think that the origi-
nal paint would have to be
stripped, so I realize that this
adds to the cost. I plan to
keep it for two more years
(when I am done with univer-
sity), so I am on a tight
budget. — Karen 

TOM: Have you ever
heard of Rustoleum, Karen?
Or Krylon? 

RAY: Actually, there’s not
a great solution to your prob-
lem. A number of cars from
this era experience this peel-
ing paint syndrome, which we
call “delamination.” It typi-
cally occurs on the hood, the
roof and the trunk. 

TOM: The reason it hap-
pens is that, at that time, car
makers were switching over
to more environmentally
friendly paints — paints with
fewer volatile organic
compounds. 

RAY: The problem was,
they didn’t really know what
they were doing with the new
paints yet, and some of the
paint jobs failed —
catastrophically. 

TOM: If you were lucky
enough to catch it early,
when you were still at least
within shouting distance of
your warranty period, you
could make a good case to
the manufacturer that it
should repaint the car for
you. But that’s a harder case
to make (successfully) when
the car has been on the road
for 14 years and has 180,000
miles on it. 

RAY: Still, it’s worth a try.
You can go to your dealer and
say: “Look, I bought a Toyota
because they’re supposed to
last forever, and mechani-
cally, it has lived up to that
reputation. I love the car. But
look at it ... does Toyota think
it’s normal or acceptable for
paint to just peel off its cars

while they’re still on the
road?” 

TOM: I doubt they’ll re-
spond by ushering your car
right into the body shop and
telling you it’s on them. But if
you acknowledge that it’s an
older car now, you can still
ask them if there’s anything
they can do to help you get
your car back into “pre-
sentable condition.” 

RAY: Maybe, if they’re real
humanitarians, they’ll try to
help you pay for part of the
cost of a paint job. 

TOM: But a paint job is
likely to be several thousand
dollars, Karen, because it
does require removing the ex-
isting paint with a scraper or
random orbit sander, which is
very time-consuming work. 

RAY: I think it’s worth
getting a few estimates. But I
think you’ll probably get
sticker shock. And if you
can’t get financial help from

Toyota and don’t want to
make the investment your-
self, then you can either live
with it (which is what I’d
do), or improvise something
that might make the car look
worse. 

TOM: Personally, I like
contact paper, Karen. That
way, you can hide the delam-
inating paint and make an
artistic statement at the
same time! We wish you luck. 

——— 
Get more Click and Clack

in their new book, “Ask Click
and Clack: Answers from Car
Talk.” Got a question about
cars? Write to Click and
Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or email them by visiting
the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com. 
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  (605) 665-3929
 Stop by & See John for all your 
 automotive body & paint needs

  It’s not just a body shop! It’s not just a body shop! It’s not just a body shop!
 Body Shop
 ustra’s ustra’s ustra’s J J J

Christmas Store
Friday, Dec. 13 • 3 - 6 p.m.

FREE shopping day for children 
3 - 10 years old! Children need a driver 

to check them in before shopping. 
Drivers can enjoy coffee and cookies 

while the children shop. 

Questions? Call 
Ann Hudson
661-2917

Riverview Reformed Church
17th & Burleigh, Yankton

 Gary R. Johnson • Chris Merkel
 Rick Merkel • Ben Merkel

 605-665-5686

 Johnson Electric, LLP

 214 CAPITAL ST., YANKTON
 COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • TRENCHING

 SH    P  &

 DECK DECK
 BUY THREE 

 GET ONE FREE:
 Greens, Stems 
 & Ornaments

 DOWNTOWN YANKTON

 WIN

 THE HALLS

 Come See The...  Live Nativity 
 Saturday, December 14th • 4:30 & 7:30  (20 minute performances)

 Interact with the animals and performers and 
 enjoy refreshments following each performance.

 First United 
 Methodist Church

 207 W. 11th St., 605-665-2991

 •Almonds  •Dates
 •Pecans  •Figs
 •Cashews  •Filberts
 •Apricots
 •Brazil Nuts
 •Cranberries
 •And More!

 Yankton Mall
  665-3482

 Body Guar d

 312 W. 3rd  •  Yankton •  665-9092

 Belts, Wallets, Socks 
 & Gift Certificates

 Boston Shoes to Boots

 Yankton Transmission
 Specialists Specialists •Transmissions • Drive Lines

 • Transfer Cases • Differentials
 2 Year/24,000 Guarantee

 2409 East Highway 50

 (605) 665-1175

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

I don’t remember ever having a blind date, but if I had,
I suspect it would have gone just as the one goes in this
poem by Jay Leeming, who lives in New York state.  

BLIND DATE  
Our loneliness sits with us at dinner, an unwanted guest 
who never says anything. It’s uncomfortable. Still
we get to know each other, like students allowed 
to use a private research library for only one night.
I go through her file of friends, cities and jobs. 
“What was that like?” I ask. “What did you do then?”
We are each doctors who have only ourselves 
for medicine, and long to prescribe it for what ails
the other. She has a nice smile. Maybe, maybe . . . 
I tell myself. But my heart is a cynical hermit
who frowns once, then shuts the door of his room 
and starts reading a book. All I can do now is want
to want her. Our polite conversation coasts 
like a car running on fumes, and then rolls to a stop;
we split the bill, and that third guest at the table 
goes home with each of us, to talk and talk.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Po-
etry Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), publisher of
Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department
of English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Jay Leem-
ing’s most recent book of poems is Miracle Atlas, Big Pen-
cil Press, 2011. Poem copyright © 2011 by Jay Leeming
and reprinted by permission of the author and the pub-
lisher. Introduction copyright © 2013 by The Poetry Foun-
dation. The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as
United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Li-
brary of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept unso-
licited manuscripts. 
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Giving Your Car A Facelift On A Budget

30 Horses Rescued From Barn Fire
HICKMAN, Neb. (AP) — Authorities say 30 horses have

been rescued following an early morning fire at a barn near
Hickman.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office says the fire at the
13,600-square-foot Still Waters ranch began shortly after mid-
night Monday. First responders were able to get the horses
out of the arena and stables, which did not catch fire.

Omaha television station KETV says the front part of the
barn and a tack room was fully engulfed in flames when au-
thorities arrived.

Lancaster County Sheriff Jerry Wagner says investigators
believe an electrical malfunction caused the fire. Damages are
estimated at $300,000.

Gaps In Mental Services Investigated
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraskans who suffer from a com-

bination of intellectual, behavioral and mental-health prob-
lems aren’t always receiving state services that could help
them.

Lawmakers looked into the problem on Monday during a
hearing at the Capitol, as they prepare for the 2014 session.

Some parents told lawmakers that their children qualified
for services because of intellectual problems, such as a learn-
ing disorder, but weren’t able to access state-funded mental
health services.

Scot Adams, director of the state’s Behavioral Health Divi-
sion, says some states have addressed the problem by com-
bining behavioral and mental-health services in state
government. In Nebraska, they’re split into different divisions
within the state Department of Health and Human Services.

Adams says community service groups offer more flexibil-
ity with treatment, but aren’t always as accountable.

Officials Happy With Morrell’s Plant
SIOUX FALLS, (AP) — State officials say they’re pleased

with improvements made to wastewater treatment at the John
Morrell meat processing plant in Sioux Falls.

The plant has spent $10 million on upgrades after being
cited for numerous wastewater violations in recent years.
State environmental specialist John Miller inspected the plant
and the upgrades in late September.

The upgrades were part of a settlement after Sioux Falls’
largest employer was cited for being out of compliance with
dozens of environmental rules for the treated wastewater it
discharges into the Big Sioux River.

The Argus Leader reports that Kelli Buscher with the state
Department of Environment and Natural Resources says re-
cent violations have been limited.

Appeals Ct. Reverses Abuse Conviction
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The U.S. Court of Appeals has re-

versed the conviction of an Eagle Butte man sentenced to
nearly 11 years in prison for sexual abuse because jury in-
structions were incomplete.

Jerry Matthew Chasing Hawk was indicted by a federal
grand jury in 2011 and found guilty for the August 2009 sexual
abuse of an Eagle Butte woman in Fort Thompson. 

Chasing Hawk appealed his conviction, arguing that the
government did not prove his knowledge of the woman’s inca-
pacity at the time of the assault.
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Co-op Agreement Finalized For $1.9B
Native American Land Buyback Program
BY DIRK LAMMERS
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — The U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior has finalized the
first cooperative agreement in a $1.9
billion Native American land buyback
program stemming from the settlement
of a nearly 17-year lawsuit over more
than a century’s worth of mismanaged
trust royalties, federal officials an-
nounced Monday.

The agreement reached with the
Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge In-
dian Reservation in South Dakota out-
lines the strategy and resources to be
provided to tribal leaders for outreach
and education. Department officials
said they intend to make the first offers
by the end of the year.

Bryan Brewer, the Oglala Sioux
Tribe’s president, said outreach work-
ers are already out meeting with the
people in the communities.  

“I am hoping that we will be able to
start buying the fractionated land that
is out there with the money that is
available,” Brewer said in a statement.
“We are also anticipating the first offer
to be complete within the month.”

Land fractionation was caused by
the 1887 Dawes Act, which split tribal
lands into individual allotments of 80-
to 160-acre parcels, in most cases.
Those allotments were inherited by
multiple heirs with each passing gener-
ation, and there are now more than
92,000 land tracts with 2.9 million frac-
tional interests. Of that number, more
than 21,200 land tracts have 100 or
more owners and many parcels have
thousands of owners, according to the
Interior Department. 

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said
the Obama administration wants to re-
duce fractionation and implement the
buyback program in a fair and equitable
manner.

“Cooperative agreements give us an
opportunity to work together, nation-to-
nation, to ensure that the Program’s im-
plementation is tailored to the specific
priorities of each tribe,” Jewell said in a
statement. “This agreement reflects a
spirit of mutual respect and teamwork as
we work together to address this
opportunity.”

The 10-year buyback program is the
largest part of the $3.4 billion settlement
of a class-action lawsuit filed by Elouise
Cobell of Browning, Mont., in 1996 and fi-
nalized last year.

The Department of Interior said the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is among
the most fractionated in the United
States, with land interests owned by var-
ious individuals including members of
other tribes. Pine Ridge holds more than
6,000 tracts with nearly 200,000 pur-
chasable fractional interests, which has
made it increasingly difficult to manage
the land for economic development and
other uses, officials said.

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Mobile apps
launched by South Dakota school districts
large and small are proving popular with
parents.

ParentLink has been downloaded by al-
most 4,000 people in Sioux Falls since it was
launched in August, the Argus Leader re-
ported. The app provides school district
news and information, sports scores, an
email directory for staff and even lunch
menus. App users also can sign up to receive
a message on their phone when the district
puts out an alert.

John Gruber, parent of an elementary
school-age daughter, said he likes the con-
venience of being able to look up through the
app what food the school is serving that day,
to see whether he needs to pack a lunch for
his daughter.

“The best thing about it is all the informa-
tion is in one place,” he said.

Sioux Falls is a city of about 154,000

people. In Harrisburg, a city of about 4,100,
the school district also has launched an app,
with similar features. It has more than 1,000
users. 

“For us here in Harrisburg, it’s really impor-
tant,” said Cindy DeWandel, district library co-
ordinator. “We don’t have a large community,
we don’t have what you would consider a
local paper, so for us to get information to our
parents and to our community members, we
wanted to be proactive and get this out there
as one of the avenues we have for people, es-
pecially people on the go all the time.”

In Sioux Falls, parents also can download
other apps that enable them to deposit money
into lunch accounts and to view grades, atten-
dance and missing assignments.

“To have all that accessibility on my phone
for me, the parent of two young kids ... just the
communications from the schools on events,
it’s really, really handy to have that all on my
phone,” school board member Kate Parker
said.

School Apps Proving Popular In
Some S.D. Communities

Wild Card 2
Ticket Sold In
Sturgis Worth

$6,000
STURGIS (AP) — A Wild

Card 2 ticket sold in Stur-
gis is worth $6,000 in the
latest drawing.

State lottery officials
say the ticket matched all
five white ball numbers
but missed the Wild Card
to win the game’s second
prize in Saturday’s draw-
ing. The odds of winning it
are 1 in about 127,000.

The winner has about
six months to claim the
money.

Wild Card 2 is played in
the Dakotas, Montana and
Idaho. The jackpot is at
$625,000 for Wednesday’s
drawing.


