
BY CARA ANNA
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
The global group Reporters
Without Borders is propos-
ing that attacks on journal-
ists be considered war
crimes by the International
Criminal Court.

The U.N. Security Council
held informal talks Friday on
the protection of journalists
amid alarm at the more than
50 killed so far this year. An
estimated 90 percent of
those deaths go unpunished. 

France, which holds the
presidency of the council
this month, is especially con-
cerned after the killings of
two Radio France Interna-
tionale journalists last
month in northern Mali.

The director of Reporters
Without Borders, Christophe
Deloire, called the statistics
on killings “sinister” and
warned that impunity
amounts to “encourage-
ment” for more attacks.

Deloire said 88 journalists
were killed in connection
with their work last year — a
record since the organization
started keeping count in
1995.

The British ambassador
to the U.N., Mark Lyall Grant,
told the chamber, “This is
not just an issue for media,
it’s an issue for all of us.”

The proposal to have “de-
liberate” attacks on journal-
ists defined as war crimes
was one of the most striking
brought up Friday — espe-
cially with the prosecutor of
the ICC, Fatou Bensouda, as
one of the speakers. Deloire
spoke after her, however.

One of the meeting’s
hosts, the Guatemalan am-
bassador, said the war
crimes idea has merit, espe-
cially with many attacks on
journalists occurring in
states where the judicial sys-
tem has collapsed.

“It’s very interesting,
which we probably would
support if it were put on the

table,” Gert Rosenthal said.
Guatemala this year ranks

95th on Reporters Without
Borders’ Press Freedom
Index, four spots above Mali.
France ranks 37th, the
United Kingdom 29th and the
United States 32nd.

Participants in Friday’s
meeting asked what more
the Security Council could
do to not only protect jour-
nalists but condemn rights
abuses against them. French
Ambassador Gerard Araud
said there is an ongoing de-
bate on raising such issues
with countries publicly ver-
sus privately.

The dangers facing jour-
nalists include imprison-
ment. The briefing notes for
the meeting said 183 journal-
ists around the world are
currently in prison. The U.S.-
based Committee to Protect
Journalists says it will an-
nounce its annual count of
imprisoned journalists on
Wednesday.

BY DAN ELLIOTT AND IVAN
MORENO
Associated Press

CENTENNIAL, Colo. (AP) —
A teenager who may have had
a grudge against a teacher
opened fire Friday with a shot-
gun at a suburban Denver high
school, wounding two fellow
students before killing himself.

Quick-thinking students
alerted the targeted teacher,
who quickly left the building.
The scene unfolded on the eve
of the Newtown massacre an-
niversary, a somber reminder
of the ever-present potential
for violence in the nation’s
schools.

One of the wounded stu-
dents, a girl, was hospitalized
in serious condition. The
other student suffered minor
gunshot-related injuries and
was released from the hospital
hours later, authorities said.

A third person was being
treated for unspecified in-
juries but had not been shot, a
hospital spokeswoman said.

Arapahoe County Sheriff
Grayson Robinson initially re-
ported that the most seriously
hurt student was wounded
after confronting the gunman,
but he later said that did not
appear to be the case.

Authorities did not pub-
licly name the suspect, who,
according to the sheriff, made
no attempt to hide the weapon
after entering the school from
a parking lot and asking for

the teacher by name.
When the teacher learned

that he was being targeted, he
left “in an effort to try to en-
courage the shooter to also
leave the school,” Robinson
said. “That was a very wise
tactical decision.”

Jessica Girard was in math
class when she heard three
shots.

“Then there was a bunch of
yelling, and then I think one of
the people who had been shot
was yelling in the hallway
‘Make it stop,”’ she said.

Two suspected Molotov
cocktails were also found in-
side the school, the sheriff

said. One detonated, though
no one was injured.

The school was swiftly
locked down. Within 20 min-
utes of the first report of a
gunman, officers found the
suspect’s body inside the
school, Robinson said.

Several other Denver-area
school districts went into
lockdown as reports of the
shooting spread. Police as far
away as Fort Collins, about a
two-hour drive north, stepped
up school security.

Arapahoe High students
were seen walking toward the
school’s running track with
their hands in the air, and tele-
vision footage showed stu-
dents being patted down.
Robinson said deputies
wanted to make sure there
were no other conspirators.
Authorities later concluded
that the gunman had acted
alone.

Nearby neighborhoods
were jammed with cars as par-
ents sought out their children.
Some parents stood in long
lines at a church. One young
girl who was barefoot em-
braced her parents, and the
family began to cry.

The shooting came a day
before the anniversary of the
Newtown, Conn., attack in
which a gunman killed 20 chil-
dren and six adults at Sandy
Hook Elementary School.

Arapahoe High stands just
8 miles east of Columbine High
School in Littleton, where two

teenage shooters killed 12
classmates and a teacher be-
fore killing themselves in 1999.
The practice of sending law
enforcement directly into an
active shooting, as was done
Friday, was a tactic that devel-
oped in response to the
Columbine shooting.

Since Columbine, Colorado
has endured other mass
shootings, including the killing
of 12 people in a movie the-
ater in nearby Aurora in 2012.
But it was not until after the
Newtown massacre that state
lawmakers moved to enact
stricter gun-control laws. Two
Democratic lawmakers were
recalled from office earlier this
year for backing the laws, and
a third recently resigned to
avoid a recall election.

The district attorney pros-
ecuting the theater shooting,
George Brauchler, lives near
Arapahoe High. At a news con-
ference, he urged anyone who
needed help to call a counsel-
ing service and gave out a
phone number.

Tracy Monroe, who had
step-siblings who attended
Columbine, was standing out-
side the school on Friday look-
ing at her phone, reading text
messages from her 15-year-old
daughter inside.

Monroe said she got the
first text from her daughter,
sophomore Jade Stanton, at
12:41 p.m. The text read,
“There’s sirens. It’s real. I love
you.”

BY ROXANA HEGEMAN
Associated Press

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A Kansas man
who prosecutors say sympathized with vi-
olent terrorists was arrested Friday as
part of an FBI sting after he drove a vehi-
cle loaded with what he thought were ex-
plosives to a Wichita airport.

Investigators allege that Terry Lee
Loewen planned to attack Wichita’s Mid-
Continent Regional airport in a plot aimed
at supporting al-Qaida.

Loewen, a 58-year-old avionics techni-
cian who worked at the airport for
Hawker Beechcraft, was arrested before
dawn as he tried to drive onto the tarmac.
The materials in the car were inert, and
no one at the airport was in any immedi-
ate danger, authorities said.

Loewen, who lives in Wichita, had
been under investigation for about six
months after making online statements
about wanting to commit “violent jihad”
against the United States, U.S. Attorney
Barry Grissom said.  An undercover FBI
agent befriended Loewen, striking up con-
versations about terrorism and Loewen’s
admiration for those who plotted against
American interests.

Authorities said Loewen spent months
studying the layout of the airport, its
flight patterns and other details to maxi-
mize fatalities and damage in an attack.
During that time, he developed a plan
with other conspirators to use his em-
ployee access card to pull off the attack.
The conspirators were actually under-
cover FBI agents.

Loewen planned to die in the explo-
sion, a fate that he said was inevitable in
his quest to become a martyr in a jihad
against America, according to court
documents.

“Since early summer, he was resolved
to take an act of violent jihad against
U.S.,” Grissom said.

Authorities said they believe Loewen
acted alone. No other arrests were
expected.

Loewen made an initial court appear-
ance Friday afternoon, answering “yes” in
a strong voice to procedural questions. A
U.S. magistrate ordered that he remain
jailed at least until a hearing next Friday
after prosecutors said he was a flight risk
and a danger to the community.

His wife and attorney declined com-
ment after the hearing.

His brother-in-law, David Reddig, de-
scribed Loewen as a “good guy.” He said
Loewen helped him pay off the debt on
his truck and took care of his home and
chickens after an eye injury kept him
from working.

“He is a hard worker and all that stuff,”
Reddig said.

But he said Loewen kept details of his

life away from his relatives.
The case appears to be similar to a

string of investigations conducted by the
FBI since the Sept. 11, 2001, attack. The
FBI sting operations have prompted con-
troversy over whether the law enforce-
ment tactics involved entrapment of
suspects and intruded on civil liberties.
One involved an undercover agent who
pretended to be a terrorist, provided a
teenager with a phony car bomb, then
watched him plant it in downtown
Chicago.

But the FBI has argued that the stings
are a vital law tool for averting potentially
deadly terrorist attacks.  And juries have
returned tough sentences. 

In Loewen’s case, court documents al-
lege that he talked about downloading
documents about jihad, martyrdom and
an al-Qaida “manual” during his online
conversations.

Investigators said he also frequently
expressed admiration for Anwar Al-
Awlaki, the American-born al-Qaida leader
who was killed in a 2011 drone strike in
Yemen. Al-Awlaki emerged as an influen-
tial preacher among militants living in the
West, with his English language Internet
sermons calling for jihad, or holy war,
against the U.S.

In August, an undercover agent offered
to introduce Loewen to someone who
could help him engage in jihad. A few
days later, he mentioned providing a
“tour” of the airport for one of the under-
cover agents.

In September, the undercover agent
told Loewen he had returned from over-
seas after meeting with individuals con-
nected with al-Qaida. The agent told him
the “brothers” were excited to hear about
his access to the airport and asked
Loewen if he would be willing to plant
some type of device, according to court
documents.

“Wow! That’s some heavy stuff you
just laid down. Am I interested? Yes. I still
need time to think about it, but I can’t
imagine anything short of arrest stopping
me,” Loewen told the agent, adding that
he needed to let Allah guide him.

The documents allege that he also
asked for assurances that he wasn’t being
set up, saying his greatest fear was not
completing the operation.

The criminal complaint also details a
meeting in November with other under-
cover agents in which they discussed exe-
cuting the plan before Christmas in order
to cause the greatest damage. He also
provided components from his employer
that the agents requested for wiring the
fake explosive device, according to court
documents.

On Wednesday, Loewen met with an-
other undercover agent and helped as-
semble the false bomb, court documents
allege.

Loewen was charged with attempting
to use a weapon of mass destruction, at-
tempting to damage property and at-
tempting to provide support to terrorist
group al-Qaida.
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Fake Interpreter Faced Murder Charge
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — South Africa’s government was

confronted Friday with a new and chilling allegation about
the bogus sign language interpreter at Nelson Mandela’s
memorial: He was reportedly accused of murder 10 years
ago.

Officials said they were investigating the revelation by
the national eNCA TV news station. But they were unable,
or unwilling, to explain why a man who says he is schizo-
phrenic with violent tendencies was allowed to get within
arm’s length of President Barack Obama and other world
leaders.

Investigators probing Thamsanqa Jantjie “will compile a
comprehensive report,” said Phumla Williams, the top gov-
ernment spokeswoman. But she did not say how long the
investigation would take and insisted details would not be
released until it was completed.

“We are not going to sweep it under the carpet,”
Williams said. “We want to own up if there is a mistake, but
we don’t want to be dishonest” to Jantjie.

An Associated Press reporter found Jantjie at a
makeshift bar owned by his cousin on the outskirts of
Soweto Friday, near his concrete house close to shacks and
an illegal dump where goats pick at grass between the
trash. Asked about the murder allegation, Jantjie turned
and walked away without saying anything.

Pressure Find Missing CIA Contractor 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration faced

intensified pressure Friday to find former CIA contractor
Robert Levinson — both from lawmakers and the Levinson
family — nearly seven years after he disappeared in Iran
during what now has been revealed as an unofficial spy
mission.

Levinson’s family urged the government “to step up and
take care of one of its own.” Members of Congress said
they wanted to know more about the case, which led to
three veteran analysts being forced out of the agency and
seven others being disciplined.

Levinson vanished after a March 2007 meeting with an
admitted killer on Kish Island, an Iranian resort. For years,
the U.S. publicly described him as a private citizen who
traveled to the tiny Persian Gulf island on business. But an
Associated Press investigation revealed that Levinson actu-
ally was a contractor working for the CIA, and was paid by
a team of agency analysts who were acting without author-
ity to run spy operations to gather intelligence.

If he is still alive at age 65, Levinson has been captive
longer than any other American known to be held
overseas.

White House spokesman Jay Carney said Levinson, who
retired after 28 years at the FBI and Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, was not a U.S. employee at the time of his
disappearance.

More Purges Could Follow In N. Korea
PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP) — The execution of

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s uncle brought a swift
and violent end to a man long considered the country’s
second most powerful figure. But while Jang Song Thaek is
now gone, the fallout from his purge is not over.

In a stunning reversal of the popular image of Jang as a
mentor and father figure guiding young Kim Jong Un as he
consolidated power, North Korea’s state-run media an-
nounced Friday he had been executed, portraying him as a
morally corrupt traitor who saw the death of Kim’s father,
Kim Jong Il, in December 2011 as an opportunity to make
his own power play.

Experts who study the authoritarian country, which
closely guards its internal workings from both outsiders
and citizens, were divided on whether the sudden turn of
events reflected turmoil within the highest levels of power
or signaled that Kim Jong Un was consolidating his power
in a decisive show of strength. Either way, the purge is an
unsettling development for a world that is already wary of
Kim’s unpredictability amid North Korea’s attempts to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

“If he has to go as high as purging and then executing
Jang, it tells you that everything’s not normal,” said Victor
Cha, a former senior White House adviser on Asia.

The first appearance of the new narrative came out just
days ago, when North Korea accused Jang, 67, of corrup-
tion, womanizing, gambling and taking drugs. It said he’d
been eliminated from all his posts. Friday’s allegations
heaped on claims that he tried “to overthrow the state by
all sorts of intrigues and despicable methods with a wild
ambition to grab the supreme power of our party and
state.”

Senate Sets Vote Next Week On Budget 
WASHINGTON (AP) — One day after winning lopsided

House approval, bipartisan legislation to ease across-the-
board spending cuts and reduce economy-rattling budget
brinkmanship appears likely to command the 60 votes neces-
sary to clear the Senate, officials in both parties said Friday.

Yet unlike in the House, significantly more Senate Republi-
cans are expected to oppose the legislation than vote for it,
highlighting the different political forces at work at opposite
ends of the Capitol.

Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., announced a test vote
for Tuesday on the measure, which cleared the House on an
overwhelming bipartisan vote of 332-94.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars joined the ranks of the bill’s
opponents during the day, citing a provision to reduce cost of
living increases for military retirees until they reach age 62.
The result could mean “a cumulative loss in retirement in-
come of $80,000” for a sergeant first class who retires at age
40, the group said.

“Although Iraq is over and the war in Afghanistan is wind-
ing down, we can’t allow Congress to dismantle the programs
they created over the past 12 years,” said William A. Thien,
the VFW’s national commander.

Student Wounds 2 Classmates In Colo.

Arrest Made In Car Bomb Plot

TRAVIS HEYING/WICHITA EAGLE/MCT
United States attorney Barry Grissom, right, alongside Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback
leaves a news conference announcing the arrest of Terry Loewen, 58, of Wichita, who
was arrested early Friday in a plot to detonate a suicide car bomb at Wichita’s Mid-Con-
tinent Airport. 

Group Wants Attacks On Journalists To Be
Considered A War Crime


