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PEANUTS | CHARLES M. SCHULZ
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Overeager Mother-In-Law
Spoils Birthday Surprise

DEAR ABBY: My mother-in-law sent my 7-
year-old son a gift and a card for his birthday.
They arrived about a week early. A few days
before his birthday, she called and asked if
he had received them. He said he had, but
before he could explain that he hadn’t
opened them, she started talking about the
gift inside, revealing the surprise.

[ have now “heard” she’s
upset with me and my son for
this awkward moment. She says
that from now on she would like
a phone call when her cards or
gifts arrive, so she can “hear his
enjoyment over the phone even if
they arrive early.” [ don’t think
my son did anything wrong.

When a gift arrives in advance
of an occasion, must it be
opened immediately? Or can it
wait for the actual birthday or
Christmas? Sometimes he likes to
open one present at a time, write
a thank-you note, then open the
next, stretching out his gift-open-
ing over a few days. Is this a so-
cial no-no? — WONDERING IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR WONDERING: Gifts are
usually opened the day of the oc-
casion. When the occasion is a

.
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DEAR ABBY
Jeanne Phillips

H Dear Abby is written
by Abigail VVan Buren,
also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was
founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los An-
geles, CA 90069.

of everyone. Some guests were so uncomfort-
able they left early.

[ haven’t seen Derek since, and I'm worried
not only that he’s moving too fast to make up
for lost time, but that he’s doing it with some-
one who also is oblivious to how socially un-
acceptable their behavior was. I'm not sure
how to express my concerns to
my friend without hurting him. —
CONCERNED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR CONCERNED: It would
not be rude or hurtful for you to
mention to Derek that you think
the girl is “great” — but the show
they put on at your party made
some of your other guests so un-
comfortable they left early. Let’s
hope the “hint” is sufficient.

DEAR ABBY: My 10-year-old
daughter told a friend she would
go to a concert with her a few
months ago. Since then, my
daughter decided to end the
friendship because the girl was
clingy, dramatic and controlling.

Do linsist my daughter go to
the concert as she said she would,
or let her off the hook? The friend
seems to be hoping she will go so
they can renew the friendship, but
my daughter has no plans to do it.

birthday, the usual expectation is
that the presents will be opened at the party.
At that time a verbal thank-you is offered. A
thank-you note should be written a very
short time later.

Your mother-in-law may have called for re-
assurance that her gift had arrived. She
should not have revealed what it was. You
did nothing wrong. The mistake was hers.

DEAR ABBY: My good friend “Derek” is in
his 30s and just started his first serious rela-
tionship. He told me after a week together
that she was “the One” and that he loved her.
[ told him I was happy for him and suggested
he take things slow so they could really get
to know each other.

I had a party two nights ago where he in-
troduced his new girlfriend. They spent most
of the time making out like teenagers in front

Please help! — MANAGING DIS-

CORD IN MINNESOTA

DEAR MOM: If the girl is expecting your
daughter to go to the concert with her, your
daughter should tell her she does NOT plan to
attend so the girl can invite someone else. Do
not insist that your daughter associate with
anyone who makes her feel uncomfortable.
Her reason for pulling back from that relation-
ship showed good judgment.

For everything you need to know about
wedding planning, order “How to Have a
Lovely Wedding.” Send your name and mailing
address, plus check or money order for $7
(U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby, Wedding Booklet,
P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447.
(Shipping and handling are included in the

price.)
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ACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on
the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name is
simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees
for convenience. For best results, readers should
refer to the dates following each sign.

A baby born today has a Sun in Sagittarius and
a Moon in Gemini if born before 10:17 a.m. (PST).
Afterward, the Moon will be in Cancer.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR
TUESDAY, DEC. 17, 2013:

This year others, both from your professional
and personal life, constantly seek you out. Their
requests will run the scale of possibilities, and
some of them could be excuses just to be around
you. If you are single, your popularity is undeni-
able. Know that you don’t need to commit unless
you want to. You could meet someone very special
in the summer. If you are attached, the two of you
enjoy each other's company and want to spend
more time together. You even might schedule that
long-discussed vacation. CANCER handles your
funds too carelessly. Seek advice elsewhere.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-
Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19)

%% % Return calls as soon as possible, and
schedule a meeting quickly. Listen to your inner
voice in the afternoon. Your intuition will push you
in a new direction. Your ingenuity and imagination
also will kick in. Tonight: Love being at home.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)

% % % % Weigh the pros and cons of a risk.
What seems good in the morning might feel like a
bad bet by late afternoon. Someone you see
nearly every day could cause a problem. Tap into
your intuition, and look to fulfill a long-term goal.
Tonight: Hang out with a pal.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)

% % % % You will head into the morning deter-
mined to follow through on a call or meeting that
evaded your attention yesterday. You could feel
empowered by an unexpected message or state-
ment. You know what to do. Tonight: Play the role
of Santa’s helper. Snap to it!

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)

%% %% You could start off the day on the
wrong foot, but by the end of it, you'll be smiling
despite the fact that a roommate or loved one
seems irritated about an issue. You will feel confi-
dent that you can handle that problem, and you'll
be right! Tonight: Do what you want.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
% % %% Pivotal meetings in the morning will

force you to take stock of your life. By the after-
noon, a quieter, more sensitive mood weaves

through your day. Expect the unexpected where
you feel vested. Steer a steady course. Tonight: Go
for a good night’s sleep.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)

% %% % You'll have a discussion with someone
in power whom you might have considered a prob-
lem. It will turn out that you were worried unneces-
sarily. A meeting later today lets you see how
angry a friend is. Tonight: Opt for a heart-to-heart
talk with this friend.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-0CT. 22)

% % % % You might be more aware of a boss
and his or her expectations. In a sense, you tend
to go along with this person’s ideas probably more
than you need to. You might want to have a long-
overdue conversation about boundaries and mu-
tual goals. Tonight: You could be up very late.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)

%% %% Keep reaching out to a key associate
or adviser who is an excellent source of informa-
tion and who serves as your confidant. A child or
loved one could act in the most unpredictable way.
Refuse to take any risks right now. Tonight: Noth-
ing self-destructive.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)

%% % % Deal with others directly. Do not dele-
gate; otherwise, you could feel very uncomfortable
with the results. Others appreciate your presence
more than you might be aware. You have a way of
brightening up others’ days. Tonight: Join a friend
to catch up on holiday news.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)

% %% Others defer to you frequently. Your
dominance and how you see a situation could
change radically. With the understanding that peo-
ple need to develop their own sense of timing and
responsibility, you'll toss your crown to others.
Tonight: Now go have some fun.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)

%% % Pace yourself; you have a lot to accom-
plish. An unexpected matter needs resolution. First
you need to detach in order to find the right an-
swer. Deal with a problem and understand that you
might be partially responsible for what has hap-
pened. Tonight: Hunker down at home.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

% % % Your creativity emerges, which might
make you rather unpredictable. A friend or associ-
ate might decide to join in the fun. When looking at
your Christmas list, you could come up with sev-
eral great choices. Tonight: Use your high energy
constructively.
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BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT
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