
3. THE OCTOBER STORM
There are storms and there

are storms. There are weather
events that come and go, and
there are events that will leave
scars that will be remembered
for years.

The massive Autumn Storm
in October was one of the latter.

The powerhouse storm —
referred to as Winter Storm
Atlas — swept across the
Upper Plains on Oct. 4-5, dump-
ing more than a foot of snow on
western South Dakota and west-
ern Nebraska. The energy of the
storm was felt to the east, in-
cluding the Yankton area, which
endured thunderstorms and
high winds on a Friday night
teeming with high school foot-
ball games. The worst of that
was felt in Wayne Neb., where
an EF4 tornado, rare for Octo-
ber, skirted the eastern edge of
the town, causing millions of
dollars in damage.

For South Dakota, the storm
had a devastating agricultural
impact. It’s estimated that tens
of thousands of cattle were lost
in the freak blizzard, wiping out
entire herds and wreaking
havoc on the state’s farm econ-
omy. Since then, numerous ben-
efit events have been held
throughout the region, includ-
ing the Yankton area, to raise
money for those producers
crippled by the storm.

4. BIRTHDAY BASH BEGINS
More than 400 people

turned out to a gala ball in
November to start a year-long
celebration of South Dakota’s
quasquicentennial.

The kick-off included local
residents taking on the roles
of famous figures from the
state’s past, including Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt,
Gen. George Custer and
Arthur Mellette (last gover-
nor of the Dakota Territory
and first governor of South
Dakota) entertaining guests
downtown throughout the af-
ternoon. This was followed
by a gala at the Riverfront
Event Center that featured
Gov. Dennis Daugaard. Many

attendees wore period cos-
tumes.

The hope is other towns
across the state will begin
planning events to celebrate
the occasion. 

Yankton will again be par-
ticipating when it will mark
the starting point of a
planned wagon train to Pierre
in September.

5. SHUTTING IT DOWN
Beginning Oct. 1, communi-

ties across the nation began to
feel the impact of the partial
federal government shutdown
after Congress failed to appro-
priate funds for the next fiscal
year.

In the Yankton area, the
lapse of federal funding par-
tially or completely halted op-
erations for the National Park
Service, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s
Rural Development offices and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

However, many essential
services remained opera-
tional. These included the de-
livery of U.S. Postal Service
mail, Social Security pay-
ments, law enforcement and
corrections services, and op-
erations at Gavins Point Dam.

On Oct. 17, regular opera-
tions resumed after an interim
appropriations bill was
signed. The 16-day shutdown
was the third-longest in U.S.
history.

6. A NEW SUPERINTENDENT
As Yankton students re-

turned for classes this fall se-
mester, they arrived to see a
new superintendent at the
helm of the school district for
the first time in 23 years.

Wayne Kindle officially
took over the new role on July
1. The administrator had pre-
viously been serving as princi-
pal of Yankton High School
since 2007.

Kindle replaced Joe Gert-
sema, who announced his re-
tirement in December 2012
after serving as the district’s
superintendent since 1990.

Following Gertsema’s re-
tirement, the Yankton School
Board chose to use a consult-
ing firm to assist with finding a
replacement. After conducting
a national search and receiv-

ing approximately 40 inquiries
for the position, the board se-
lected Kindle.

Kindle has been with YSD
since 1991. He began as a sixth
grade teacher, moving on to
Yankton Middle School in 1994
as the associate principal. He
was promoted to YMS princi-
pal in 1995, and held that posi-
tion until accepting the role of
YHS principal in 2007.

7. A BOUNTIFUL HARVEST
Following a record drought

in 2012, this year saw the ben-
efit of delayed winter weather,
a wet spring and timely rains,
allowing producers to recover
with a strong bumper harvest.

Yankton in particular re-
ceived 29.66 inches of precipi-
tation through November,
more than doubling last year’s
total of 13.39 inches through
the same period. The histori-
cal average is 23.24 inches.

As producers harvested
their crops this fall, space in
area grain storage centers be-
came limited by early Novem-
ber, leaving numerous grain
elevators with no choice but
to store grain on the ground.

The Yankton area’s
progress fell in line with the
majority of the country that
also saw a rebound in crop
production in 2013. According
to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s latest corn crop re-
port, the agency estimated the
national harvest will achieve a
new record of nearly 14 billion
bushels of corn. That total is 7
percent larger than the previ-
ous record and 30 percent
larger than last year’s.

8. TIM JOHNSON RETIRES
In a political development

that garnered national atten-
tion, Sen. Tim Johnson (D-S.D.)
announced he would not run
for another term in 2014.

The Vermillion native made
the announcement at his alma
mater, the University of South

Dakota. He
told a news
conference
that he will be
68 years old at
the end of his
current term
and believes it
is time to
leave office.

In Decem-
ber 2006,
Johnson suf-
fered bleeding
in the brain
known as Ar-
teriovenous
Malformation
(AVM). He
fully resumed
his Senate du-
ties but continues to walk
with a cane.

Johnson will retire without
losing an election. He entered
public life as a state legislator
in 1979. He won a U.S. House
seat in 1986 and served 10
years in that chamber before
defeating Republican incum-
bent Larry Pressler for a U.S.
Senate seat in 1996. Johnson
won a dramatic 524-vote re-
election victory over then-U.S.
Rep. John Thune in 2002.
Johnson won re-election to his
final term in 2008 by defeating
Republican Joel Dykstra.

Johnson currently chairs
the powerful Senate Banking,
Housing and Urban Affairs
Committee. He will have
served three terms — 18
years — in the Senate.

Johnson remains the only
Democrat holding a statewide
office in South Dakota. His re-
tirement will give South
Dakota its first open U.S. Sen-
ate seat since 1978.

At the national level, Re-
publicans have targeted John-
son’s seat as a key race in
winning Senate control.

The open seat has set off a
large field of candidates. The
slate so far includes Republi-
cans Mike Rounds of Pierre,

Larry Rhoden of Union Center,
Dr. Annette Bosworth of Sioux
Falls, Stace Nelson of Fulton
and Jason Ravnsborg of Yank-
ton; Democrat Rick Weiland of
Sioux Falls; and a possible in-
dependent candidacy from
Pressler.

9. HSC DEVELOPMENTS
The historic campus of

the South Dakota Human
Services Center saw both be-
ginnings and endings in 2013.

Early in the year, the
South Dakota Legislature
agreed to sell the Mead Build-
ing to the Yankton County
Historical Society for its ap-
praised value of $1 should
non-profit’s renovation ef-
forts succeed. 

Throughout the year, work
to rehabilitate the 114-year-
old building designed by Dr.
Leonard Mead continued.

Meanwhile, the state also
moved forward with a con-
tract to have many of the va-
cant buildings on the campus
demolished.

However, a proposal
under consideration from the
Foutch Brothers, a develop-
ment firm, could result in
three of the buildings sched-
uled for destruction to be
saved and used as a housing
project. The proposal could
be the subject of legislation
in the upcoming session.

10. WATER WORKINGS
Although Yankton is lo-

cated along the Missouri
River, many challenges still
exist to get water into area
residents’ homes. 

With a changing river af-
fecting the future of Yankton’s
surface water intake and aging
treatment infrastructure, the
City Commission chose to
raise water rates significantly
in order to fund more than $28
million in upgrades during the
coming years.

Users were hit with a sur-
charge ranging from $15 for
those with the smallest meter
size to $1,967 for those with
the largest. A surcharge is an
amount charged before a cus-
tomer gets a drop of water.

The commission also de-
cided to charge $4.93 for
every 1,000 gallons of water
used — up from the current
charge of $3.52. 

Work has already begun to
update the 1972 water treat-
ment plant, and a new treat-
ment facility will be built at an
undetermined location. Fur-
thermore, a study is being
conducted on the possibility
of building a collector well at
Paddle Wheel Point. 

With the improvements,
city officials say Yankton will
be in a position to meet its
projected water demands for
decades into the future.
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Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.
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Check tomorrow’s paper for
the solution to today’s puzzle.
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 After Christmas Sale!
 All Remaining Holiday 

 50% Off
 Here’s wishing the 
 New Year brings in 

 happiness, success 
 and prosperity for 
 you..and many 

 more opportunities 
 for us to work together 

 in the year ahead!

 402.667.3285
 89850 Hwy. 81, S. Yankton NE

 Please accept our sincere thanks 
 for letting us serve you.

 We greatly appreciate the fact that 
 you have chosen to do business with 
 us, and in return, we pledge our 
 continuing efforts to offer you the 
 best service possible.

 “Your direct repair body shop for 
 all major insurance companies”

 Thank You – POUND COUNT
Several animals are available

at the Yankton Animal Shelter. For
more information call the Yankton
Police Department’s Animal Control
Officer, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday at 661-9494, or 668-5210.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan pub-

lishes police and sheriff reports as
a public service to its readers. It is
important to remember that an ar-
rest should not imply guilt and that
every person is presumed innocent
until proven otherwise. When juve-
niles are released from jail, it is into
the care of a parent or guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &

Dakotan to publish all names
made available in the police and
court reports. There are no excep-
tions.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 5:03

p.m. Monday that a 1989 Ford
pickup collided with a 2007 Chevro-
let pickup in the 2000 block of
Broadway. The Ford had an esti-
mated $1,500 damage, while no
damage was reported to the
Chevrolet. The driver of the Ford
was cited for careless driving.

• A report was received at 9:42
a.m. Tuesday that a transformer
was struck by an unknown vehicle
in the 1200 block of Broadway.

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 9:38

p.m. Monday that a juvenile male
was out of control and had as-
saulted his father in the 100 block
of East 26th St. The subject was
spoken with about his actions and
left in the care of his parents.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report

anonymous information on unlawful
activity in the City of Yankton or in
Yankton County is encouraged to
contact the Crime Stoppers tip line
at 665-4440.
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 “Your Hometown Pharmacy”

 109 W. 3rd St., 
 Downtown Yankton 

 605-665-7865
 1-800-377-6337

 www.yanktonrexall.com

 50% off
 All Christmas Items 

 and Ornaments  20% off
 All Lug Purses & Bags Y A N K T O N

Jones

Kindle

TUESDAY’S RESULTS
MEGA MILLIONS: 23-34-53-

58-73, Mega Ball: 2
MEGAPLIER: 3
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 18-22, White

Balls: 23-25
MYDAY: Month: 10, Day: 25,

Year: 64
PICK 3: 5-9-1
PICK 5: 14-17-26-27-30 

———
Due to an early deadline,

Wednesday’s lottery results were
not available at press time.

The Blood Center will have a mo-
bile unit at the following dates, loca-
tions and times:

• Tuesday, Jan. 14 — Yankton,
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital/Bene-
dictine Center, 501 Summit, 8:30
a.m.-2 p.m.
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