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Bombings Raise Concerns

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

Electricity Usage In US Homes Is Falling

NEW YORK (AP) — The average amount of electricity con-
sumed in U.S. homes has fallen to levels last seen more than a
decade ago, back when the smartest device in people’s pock-
ets was a Palm pilot and anyone talking about a tablet was
probably an archaeologist or a preacher.

Because of more energy-efficient housing, appliances and
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gadgets, power usage is on track to decline in 2013 for the
third year in a row, to 10,819 kilowatt-hours per household, ac-
cording to the Energy Information Administration.

That’s the lowest level since 2001, when households aver-
aged 10,535 kwh. And the drop has occurred even though our

lives are more electrified.

Feds Announce Drone Testing Sites

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Six states were named Monday by fed-
eral officials to develop test sites for drones — a critical next
step for the burgeoning industry that could one day produce
thousands of unmanned aircraft for use by businesses, farm-

ers and researchers.

Alaska, Nevada, New York, North Dakota, Texas and Vir-
ginia will host the research sites, providing diverse climates,
geography and air traffic environments as the Federal Aviation
Administration seeks to safely introduce commercial drones

into U.S. airspace.

Members of Congress and other politicians lobbied in-
tensely to bring the work to their states. Representatives were
jubilant about the likelihood that the testing will draw compa-
nies interested in cashing in on the fledgling industry.

An industry-commissioned study has predicted more than
70,000 jobs would develop in the first three years after Con-
gress loosens drone restrictions on U.S. skies. The same study
projects an average salary range for a drone pilot between

$85,000 and $115,000.

“This is wonderful news for Nevada that creates a huge op-
portunity for our economy,” said U.S. Sen. Harry Reid, D-
Nevada. In New York, Sen. Charles Schumer, a Democrat,
called the announcement a hoon for his state.

Schumacher’s Drs. Offer No Prognosis

GRENOBLE, France (AP) — Doctors offered a grim assess-
ment of Michael Schumacher’s head injuries Monday, provid-
ing no prognosis for the Formula One driving great after his
skiing accident in the French Alps.

Schumacher has been placed in a medically induced coma
to relieve pressure on his brain, which suffered bruising and
bleeding when the retired seven-time world champion fell and
struck a rock Sunday while skiing during a family vacation.

“We cannot predict the future for Michael Schumacher,” Dr.
Jean-Francois Payen, the doctor in charge of Grenoble Univer-
sity Hospital’s intensive care unit, said at a news conference.

“He is in a critical state in terms of cerebral resuscitation,”
said Payen, the chief anesthesiologist treating the 44-year-old
German driver. “We are working hour by hour.”

Schumacher’s wife, Corinna, daughter Gina Maria and son

Mick were at his bedside.
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MOSCOW — Two suicide
bombings in as many days
have killed 31 people and
raised concerns that Islamic
militants have begun a terror-
ist campaign in Russia that
could stretch into the Sochi
Olympics in February. Russian
and international Olympic offi-
cials insisted the site of the
games, protected by layers of
security, is completely safe.

The attacks in Volgograd,
about 400 miles (650 kilome-
ters) from Sochi, reflected the
Kremlin’s inability to uproot
Islamist insurgents in the Cau-
casus who have vowed to de-
rail the games, the pet project
of President Vladimir Putin.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for Sunday’s blast
at the Volgograd railway sta-
tion or Monday’s bus explo-
sion in the city, but they came
only months after Chechen
rebel leader Doku Umarov
threatened new attacks on
civilian targets in Russia, in-
cluding the Olympics.
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In addition to the dead, the
bombings wounded 104 peo-
ple, according to Russia’s
Health Ministry. As of late
Monday, 58 remained hospital-
ized, many in grave condition.

Suicide bombings have
rocked Russia for years, but
the insurgents seeking to cre-
ate an Islamic state have
largely confined their attacks
to the North Caucasus region
in recent years. The blasts in
Volgograd signaled that mili-
tants want to show their reach

lyst at Jane’s, said Caucasus
militants could be targeting
major transportation hubs like
Volgograd to embarrass the
Kremlin and discourage atten-
dance at the Feb. 7-23
Olympics.

“The attack demonstrates
the militants’ capability to
strike at soft targets such as
transport infrastructure out-
side of their usual area of op-
erations in the North
Caucasus,” he said in a note.
“Although the very strict secu-
rity measures which will be in
place at the Sochi Games will
make it difficult to undertake a
successful attack against the
main Olympic venues, public
transport infrastructure in
Sochi and the surrounding
Krasnodar territory will face
an elevated risk of attack.”

Some experts say the per-
petrators could also have
been targeting Russia’s pride
by hitting the city formerly
called Stalingrad, which is
known for the historic battle
that turned the tide against

“Volgograd, a symbol of
Russia’s suffering and victory
in World War II, has been sin-
gled out by the terrorist lead-
ers precisely because of its
status in people’s minds,”
Dmitry Trenin, the head of the
Carnegie Endowment’s
Moscow office, said in a com-
mentary on the organization’s
website.

A city of 1 million north-
east of Sochi, Volgograd is a
hub with railway lines running
in five directions across the
country and numerous bus
routes connecting it to the
volatile Caucasus provinces.

Security checks on buses
have remained largely sym-
bolic and easily avoidable,
making them the transport of
choice for terrorists in the re-
gion. And tighter railway secu-
rity isn’t always enough to
prevent casualties. In Sun-
day’s attack, a suicide bomber
detonated an explosive in
front of the train station’s
metal detectors, killing 17 peo-
ple, including the attacker.

Life Support Extended For Girl Declared Brain Dead

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — A California
judge on Monday ordered a 13-year-old
girl who was declared brain dead to be

kept on life support until Jan. 7.

Alameda County Superior Court Judge
Evelio Grillo ordered Children’s Hospital
Oakland to maintain Jahi McMath on a
ventilator past the 5 p.m. Monday time
that was set in a previous ruling.

The family wants to continue life sup-
port, saying there is hope for recovery.

Nailah Winkfield, the girl's mother,
said she wept when she heard about the
ruling and hugged relatives outside the

hospital.

She said the delay was an answer to
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to keep fighting.

beating.

order.

her prayers and a sign that she was right

“Who wants to know the date and the
time their child would die?” she said. “I
don’t care what anyone has to say about
what 'm doing... | have to do what is right
for me and for Jahi.”

She said she does not believe her
daughter is dead because her heart is still

Sam Singer, a hospital spokesman,
said it would comply with the judge’s new

Doctors at Children’s Hospital and an
independent pediatric neurologist from
Stanford University have concluded the

girl is brain dead.

Jahi underwent a tonsillectomy at the

rest.

hospital on Dec. 9 to treat sleep apnea
and other issues. After she awoke from
the operation, her family said, she started
bleeding heavily and went into cardiac ar-

She was declared brain dead three
days later.

The latest ruling on Monday came

after the family said they would sue to
keep Jahi on life support.

Family spokesman Omari Sealey, the

uncle of Jahi, disclosed the plan to seek a
restraining order against the hospital.
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