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Every year around 

this time we think about 

what we are thankful for. 

I would have to say what 

I’m most thankful for is 

being able to spend the 

holidays with someone. It 

may not cross people’s 

minds that during this 

time there are people out 

there spending their time 

alone.  
This year, for the 

first time, I attended a 

Thanksgiving feast in 

town at the Calvary Bap-

tist Church, where every-

one in the community 

was welcome for a free 

Thanksgiving meal. It 

was beautiful to see so 

many people sitting 

amongst one another and 

giving each other compa-

ny.  
Having a split family, 

I attended a total of four 

different Thanksgiving 

events, and I had the op-

portunity to spend time 

with all of my family 

members, some of whom 

are only able to meet to-

gether a few times a year. 

When I look back on 

these days I know I will 

not just remember my 

grandmother’s killer 

mashed potatoes. Instead, 

I will remember her smil-

ing face as she watched 

her grandchildren play.  

This is the season for 

giving, and I encourage 

people to step out of their 

comfort zone to make a 

difference in another per-

son’s life who may not 

have a family with whom 

they may spend the holi-

days. In the end it is the 

little sentimental things 

we remember, so give 

someone something to 

remember. 
 
 

-Samantha W. 

 

Senior 

Editor’s Note 

Football unites a town. 

Whether it’s a win or a loss, 

Yankton fans will always 

love our Bucks. On Novem-

ber 13th, the Bucks headed 

to the Dome for the second 

year in a row to claim that 

championship title once 

again.  
Walking into the Dome 

and seeing all that red creat-

ed a déjà vu feeling. For 

two years in a row, the 

Yankton student section 

was able to pile into those 

stands and cheer the Bucks 

to victory. 
Another similarity to 

last year was the overtime 

game-winning play. Last 

year, Matt Fitzgerald (now 

an SDSU freshman) broke 

up a pass to win the cham-

pionship. This year, Tanner 

Frick made the play that 

broke up the pass and 

brought the Bucks to a well-

deserved win. The instant 

that play was over, the 

crowd erupted in screams 

and cheers.  
Our Bucks deserved 

that win and to call them-

selves state champs. They 

came through a lot of strug-

gles, injuries, and changes. 

Nate Stephenson, as a jun-

ior, stepped up to the chal-

lenge and took on the re-

sponsibility as quarterback. 

All of the Bucks worked 

together to make it into the 

championship game again.  

Overall, it was an exhil-

arating game that produced 

a huge win. Yankton as a 

whole can take pride in this 

win that proved how much 

hard work and effort all the 

football players put into 

their team. Hopefully this 

winning streak will contin-

ue in years to come, and 

Yankton will continue to 

dominate the football field.  

Back to Back State Champs 
BY HOLLY HICKS 

 
 Yankton High School’s Character Counts Week 

was October 26th through October 30th. Character Counts 

is a week where students are urged to participate in dif-

ferent activities that give students a sort of guideline to 

live by to gain character.  

 There are six main pillars for the week: trust-

worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and 

citizenship. If a person is trustworthy, they are honest, 

they don’t cheat or steal, and they have courage to do the 

right thing. Respect means to treat others how you would 

like to be treated. Responsibility is to be prepared ahead 

of time, do as you are asked, and take the consequences 

for your actions. Fairness means to listen to rules, give 

others opportunities, and have an open mind. To be car-

ing is to show people you are grateful to them, to help 

others, and to be kind. The last pillar, citizenship, means 

to do what you can to make things better, help out in the 

community, and be respectful of authority. 

YHS students were asked to wear green on 

Monday for responsibility, tie-dye on Tuesday for re-

spect, blue on Wednesday for trustworthiness, red on 

Thursday for caring, and orange on Friday for fairness. 

Students who wore the colors were able to sign up for a 

drawing during lunch, and at the end of each day, two 

names were drawn. The first name won a $25 Walmart 

gift card, and the second won a t-shirt. 

Amy Reyes, counselor at YHS, feels like the 

high school was brought together as a school because of 

the activities YHS chose to do for character counts. “It’s 

nice to look out and see a sea of red or green,” Reyes 

said. She feels as though people who live by the pillars 

interact with others better, can change someone’s day 

from a bad one to a good one, and gives others a sense of 

belonging.  

Where’s Your Character? 

BY SAMANTHA WENZLAFF 

This year, the Yank-

ton High School band has 

the honor of attending the 

Russell Athletic Bowl in 

Orlando, Florida. The 

band, along with hundreds 

of other band members 

across the United States, 

will be performing three 

famous songs: “Mustang 

Sally,” “Killer Joe,” and 

“Shout It Out Loud.”  

Along with going to 

the Bowl, the band will 

also visit Universal Studi-

os.  
The band will leave 

on the morning of Decem-

ber 26th,  and return early 

New Year's Day. 

Upcoming Band 

Trip 

BY ASHLYNN 

SCHWARZ 

 Our nation has been heated by the newest 

holiday cup from Starbucks. Every winter season, the 

company chooses a festive design to help coffee drink-

ers get in the mood for the upcoming season. This year 

the winter cup is sporting the usually red color with the 

green Starbucks logo, unlike the past designs of Christ-

mas trees and ornaments.  

 Some people think this simple design is an 

attack on Christmas itself. Starbucks maintains they 

designed this basic cup for people to create their own 

messages for the season. Yet there are still people who 

believe the company is trying to ignore Christmas this 

year.  
 Some outraged people are going to Starbucks, 

and when asked their name, say “Merry Christmas,” so 

the barista has to shout out “Merry Christmas!”  

 2015 winter season has brought a troubled 

start for the company, but does it matter what's on the 

outside, or does the liquid inside make up for the cup? 

Red Cup Controversy 

BY SAMMI SIMONSEN 

STOCK PHOTO 

 
 
 
At left: The controversial 

red Starbucks cups. 

PHOTOS BY ERIN OLSEN/ARICKARA 

 
Above: YHS students cheer for the Bucks. 

 
Below: The Yankton Bucks celebrate after defeat-

ing the Pierre Governors 21-20. 
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Happy Holidays

BY ROB NIELSEN
rob.nielsen@yankton.net

Onward Yankton’s “big idea” to become the 
region’s capital of entrepreneurship is currently 
in the planning phase and about a month away 
from announcement of implementation plans. 
But Onward Yankton is still trying to keep the 
public involved with a newly released survey.

Onward committee member Michelle Cwach 

told the Press & Dakotan that the board is cur-
rently hard at work giving the idea a founda-
tion.

“We’ve split up into different pillars and we 
have different committees leading the differ-
ent pillars,” Cwach said. “One is the downtown 
creative district … then we also have a pillar 
focused specifically on entrepreneurship, 
then one more pillar focused on the education 
aspect being able to connect mentors, the col-

lege, the high school and businesses.”
Now they’re looking to see what the busi-

ness community and general public would like 
to see the idea evolve into, she added.

“The first thing that we decided we wanted 
to do was to do a survey of the community 
members and do a survey of the business own-
ers and see what they actually want in their 

BY JULIE PACE
AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON — In a rare Oval 
Office address, President Barack 
Obama vowed Sunday night the 
United States would overcome a 
terror threat that has entered a 
“new phase” as he sought to reas-
sure Americans shaken by recent 
attacks in Paris and California.

“I know that after so much 
war, many Americans are asking 
whether we are confronted by 
a cancer that has no immediate 
cure,” he said, speaking from a 
lectern in his West Wing office.

The president’s speech fol-
lowed Wednesday’s shooting in 
San Bernardino, California, that 
killed 14 people and wounded 21. 
Authorities say a couple car-
ried out the attack and the wife 
pledged allegiance to the Islamic 
State and its leader in a Facebook 
post.

Obama said that while there 
was no evidence that the shooters 
were directed by a terror network 
overseas or part of a broader plot, 
“the two of them had gone down 
the dark path of radicalization.”

“This was an act of terrorism 
designed to kill innocent people,” 
he said in the 13-minute address.

The president announced no 
significant shift in U.S. strat-
egy and offered no new policy 
prescriptions for defeating the 
Islamic State, underscoring both 
his confidence in his current 
approach and the lack of easy op-
tions for countering the extremist 
group. He did call on Congress to 
tighten America’s visa waiver pro-
gram and to pass a new authoriza-
tion for military actions underway 
against IS in Iraq and Syria.

The president also reiter-
ated his call for tightening U.S. 
gun laws, saying no matter how 
effective law enforcement and in-
telligence are, they can’t identify 
every would-be shooter. He called 
it a matter of national security 
to prevent potential killers from 
getting guns.

In speaking from the Oval 
Office, Obama turned to a tool of 

Sports

BY LINDA WUEBBEN
P&D Correspondents

 
In a year in which agricultural in-

come is predicted to drop 45 percent, 
area producers from South Dakota and 
Nebraska attended a workshop last week 
at the Kelly Inn, which offered options for 
making their farming operation profitable 
as possible.

 “We keep offering this workshop 
because you, the farmer, have told us you 
always go home with something of value, 
something to help you run your business 
better,” said Ken Keegan, executive vice-
president and chief risk officer of Farm 
Credit Services in Omaha.

The program is in its 13th year of work-
ing with farmers on risk management for 
their operations. Dr. Steven D. Johnson, 
Farm and Ag Management Specialist from 
Iowa State, offered “Solutions for Success,” 
a program sponsored by Farm Credit Ser-
vices of America and South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association.

 “I brought my tool box along again 
and I still have my caution tape out,” said 
Johnson. “I told you last year 2015 would 

be a cautious year and 2016 looks to be 
the same.” 

He said today famers are enjoying 
great opportunities due to the struggles 
of those who went before but there are 
still challenges. Midwestern farmers once 
again raised record crops but the need is 
not there.

In 2012, farmers raised their standard 
of living, purchased a lot of land and made 
improvements. But, Johnson said, the 
train is sliding off the track and the party’s 
over. It is not necessarily a farm crisis 
but there is concern and many farmers 
are feeling the crunch. Working capital is 
under a tight constraint and solutions for 
freeing up dollars for short term payments 
were offered.

Johnson offered case studies for “Larry 
the Landholder,” “Roy the Renter” and 
“Peter Paydown.” 

In the case of Larry and his real estate 
loans, liquidity is the problem so he 
advised taking advantage of low interest 
rates and refinancing those real estate 

BY ALISSA WOOCKMAN
alissa.woockman@yankton.net 

A one-vehicle accident east of Yankton 
Saturday night injured three people and 
knocked out power to parts of the town. 

At approximately 9 p.m., a Chevrolet 
4X4 truck crashed into a utility pole just 
west of the James River Bridge near Fleeg’s 
Roadhouse. 

Three people were transported to Avera 
Sacred Heart Hospital in Yankton with life-
threatening injuries.  

Old Highway 50 was closed for several 
hours while the accident was investigated 

Ag Expert: Brace For Soft Markets

PHOTO: LINDA WUEBBEN
Dr. Steven D. Johnson (left), Farm and Ag Manage-
ment Specialist from Iowa State University, talks with 
Lonnie Meyer of Tripp at a farm risk management 
conference held in Yankton last week.

From P&D Staff Reports

The names of those involved in a 
two-vehicle crash that killed three people 
Friday afternoon north of Yankton have 
been released.

According to a press release from 
the South Dakota Department of Public 
Safety, Karol Aeschlimann, 68, Hurley; Lila 
Rayburn, 71, Hurley; and Sandra Johnson, 
68, Parker, were in one vehicle and were 
pronounced dead at the scene. Three other 
people were injured.

Friday’s crash was reported at 2:17 p.m. 
A 2016 Chrysler 300 was traveling south on 
Highway 81. The vehicle crossed into the 
northbound lane and struck a northbound 
2014 Toyota Avalon just south of the James 
River bridge.

Aeschlimann, Rayburn and Johnson 
were in the Avalon. A fourth occupant, 

Dennis Johnson, 69, Parker, suffered seri-
ous non-life threatening injuries. He was 
transported to the Yankton hospital.

Both female occupants of the Chrysler 
300 sustained serious non-life threaten-
ing injuries. The driver, Robin Mettler, 55, 
Menno, was transported to a Sioux Falls 
hospital. The passenger, Mary Mettler, 21, 
Menno, was taken to the Yankton hospital.

All six occupants appeared to have been 
wearing seatbelts.

The Highway Patrol continues to inves-
tigate. Other agencies at the scene were 
Yankton County Sheriff’s Office, Turner 
County Sheriff’s Office, Yankton Fire, 
Yankton EMS, Lesterville Fire and Sanford 
Helicopter.

South Dakota’s Highway Patrol is part 
of the South Dakota Department of Public 
Safety.

Victims In Friday Crash ID’dSaturday Accident Injures 3, 
Results In Power Outage

PHOTO: LARRY NICKLES/YFD
Three people sustained life-threatening 
injuries Saturday in a one-vehicle ac-
cident on Old Highway 50 east of Yank-
ton. The crash clipped an electrical 
pole, which caused a power outage for          
approximately 950 Yankton residents. ACCIDENT | PAGE 2

OLIVIER DOULIERY/ABACA /TNS
President Barack Obama, seen 
here talking to the media Thurs-
day, addressed the nation Sun-
day night in the wake of the 
mass shooting in California that 
left 14 dead. The incident is now          
considered a terrorist attack.

Obama: Terror 
Threat Against 
US Has Entered 

‘New Phase’

OBAMA | PAGE 3FARMING | PAGE 2

All Together Now

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Kenneth Tice, Mount Marty College’s director of Choral Activities, leads both his choirs and the audi-
ence in a rendition of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” during the annual Vespers event Sunday at Bishop 
Marty Chapel in Yankton. The Advent performance was entitled “Ad Verbum Illuminatum (The Word Illu-
minated)” to commemorate MMC’s hosting of the Saint John’s Bible for the past year. The Weed Brass 
Quartet performed as a prelude before the 4 p.m. performance. There was also a performance in the 
evening. 

Looking Onward
Onward Yankton Group Seeking Input On Direction

ONWARD | PAGE 3

USD Men Stun 
Gophers In 

Double OT • 7


