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Killers Had Been Radicalized
‘For Quite Some Time’

BY AMANDA LEE MYERS
Associated Press

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif.
— The San Bernardino killers
had been radicalized “for quite
some time” and had taken
target practice at area gun
ranges, in one instance just
days before the attack that left
14 people dead, the FBI said
Monday.

In a chilling twist, authori-
ties also disclosed that a year
before the rampage, Syed
Farook’s co-workers at the
county health department
underwent “active shooter”
training in the very confer-
ence room where he and his
wife opened fire on them last
Wednesday.

It was not immediately
clear whether Farook attended
the late-2014 instructional
session on how to react to a
workplace gunman, San Ber-
nardino County spokeswoman
Felisa Cardona said.

On Monday, two employees
who had been in the room
during the attack on a holiday
luncheon said colleagues tried
to do just as they had been
trained — drop under the
tables and stay quiet so as not
to attract attention.

“Unfortunately, the room
just didn’t provide a whole lot
of protection,” said Corwin
Porter, assistant county health
director.

Farook, a 28-year-old
restaurant inspector who was
born in the U.S. to a Pakistani
family, and Tashfeen Malik,

a 29-year-old immigrant

from Pakistan, went on the
rampage at about the same
time Malik pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State group on
Facebook, authorities said.
The Muslim couple were killed
hours later in a gunbattle with
police.

“We have learned and be-
lieve that both subjects were
radicalized and have been for
quite some time,” said David
Bowdich, chief of the FBI's Los
Angeles office.

He added: “The question
we're trying to get at is how
did that happen and by whom
and where did that happen?
And I will tell you right now we
don’t know those answers.”

He also said the couple had
taken target practice at ranges
in the Los Angeles metropoli-

Farook

Malik

tan area, with
one session held within days
of the rampage.

In addition, authorities
discovered 19 pipes in the
couple’s home in Redlands,
California, that could be
turned into bombs, Bowdich
said. The FBI previously said it
had found 12 pipe bombs.

Newly released emergency
radio transmissions from the
fast-moving tragedy show that
police identified Farook as a
suspect almost immediately,
even though witnesses re-
ported that the attackers wore
black ski masks.

An unidentified police
officer put out Farook’s name
because Farook had left the
luncheon “out of the blue” 20
minutes before the shoot-
ing, “seemed nervous,” and
matched the description of
one of the attackers, according
to audio recordings posted by
The Press-Enterprise newspa-
per of Riverside.

In addition to the 14 killed,
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MARCUS YAM/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
Syed Farook, father of the suspect in the deadly San Bernardino shooting, Syed Rizwan
Farook, arrive at his home to a swarm of reporters on Dec. 7 in Corona, Calif.

21 people were hurt. At least
six remained hospitalized, two
in critical condition.

President Barack Obama
said in a prime-time address
Sunday night that the attack
was an “act of terrorism de-
signed to kill innocent people.”

The killers had “gone down
the dark path of radicaliza-
tion,” he said, but there was
no evidence they were part of
a larger conspiracy or were
directed by an overseas terror
organization.

The two assault rifles used
in the attack had been legally
purchased by an old friend of
Farook’s, Enrique Marquez,
authorities said, but they are
still trying to determine how
the couple got the weapons.

Marquez has not been
charged with a crime.

The FBI would not release
details on where the husband-
and-wife killers practiced their
shooting.

But John Galletta, an in-
structor at Riverside Magnum
Range, said in a statement that
Farook had been there on Nov.
29 and 30, two days before the
attack, and “nothing was out
of the ordinary regarding his
behavior.”

Galletta told reporters that
he never spoke to Farook and
that no one had seen Farook’s
wife around there.

Asked whether in hind-
sight he or others in the shop

should have been suspicious
of Farook, Galletta said: “How
are you able to determine what
somebody’s intents are?”

Meanwhile, most of the
county’s 20,000 employees
went back to work for the
first time since the rampage
five days earlier plunged the
community into shock and
mourning.

“To honor them, to ex-
press our gratitude for their
unimaginable sacrifice, we
have to fight to maintain that
ordinary,” County Supervisor
Janice Rutherford said of the
victims. “We can'’t be afraid
of our lives, of our commu-
nity, of our neighbors, of our
co-workers.”

Authorities tightened secu-
rity at county buildings and of-
fered counseling and a hotline
for employees in distress.

Employees in the environ-
mental health division, where
Farook and many of his victims
worked, will be off until next
week. It was the environmental
health division that held the
active-shooter training last
year.

“We held each other and
we protected each other
through this horrific event,”
said county Health Director
Trudy Raymundo, who was in
the room during the attack,
“and we will continue to hold
each other and protect each
other.”

Trump Calls For ‘Complete Shutdown’ On Muslims Entering US

BY JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. —
Donald Trump called Monday
for a “total and complete shut-
down of Muslims entering the
United States,” an idea swiftly
condemned by his rival GOP
candidates for president and
other Republicans.

The proposed ban would
apply to immigrants and visi-
tors alike, a sweeping prohibi-
tion affecting all adherents of
Islam who want to come to the
U.S. The idea faced an immedi-
ate challenge to its legality
and feasibility from experts
who could point to no formal
exclusion of immigrants
based on religion in America’s
history.

Trump’s campaign said in
a statement such a ban should
stand “until our country’s
representatives can figure out
what is going on.” It said the
proposal comes in response to
a level of hatred among “large
segments of the Muslim popu-
lation” toward Americans.

“Until we are able to de-
termine and understand this
problem and the dangerous
threat it poses, our country
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e  Share hobbies and
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cannot be the victims of hor-
rendous attacks by people
that believe only in jihad, and
have no sense of reason or
respect for human life,” Trump
said in the statement.

At an evening rally in South
Carolina, Trump supporters
cheered and shouted in sup-
port as he read his statement.
Trump warned during his
speech that without drastic
action, the threat of attacks
is “going to get worse and
worse.”

Since the Paris attacks,

a number of Republican
presidential contenders

have proposed restrictions
on Syrian refugees — with
several suggesting preference
for Christians seeking asylum
— and tighter surveillance in
the U.S.

But Trump’s proposed ban
goes much further than those
ideas, and his Republican
rivals were quick to reject
the latest provocation from a
candidate who has delivered
no shortage of them.

“Donald Trump is un-
hinged,” Jeb Bush said via
Twitter. “His ‘policy’ proposals
are not serious.”

Carly Fiorina said,
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“Trump’s overreaction is
as dangerous as President
Obama’s under-reaction.”

John Kasich slammed
Trump’s “outrageous divisive-
ness,” while a more measured
Ted Cruz, who has always
been cautious about upset-
ting Trump’s supporters, said,
“Well, that is not my policy.”

Ben Carson said he would
not advocate “being selective
on one’s religion” but does
believe that “everyone visiting
our country should register
and be monitored during their
stay.”

And in the early voting
state of New Hampshire, the
state GOP’s chair, Jennifer
Horn, called the idea “un-
Republican. It is unconstitu-
tional. And it is un-American.”

Trump campaign man-
ager Corey Lewandowski said
Trump’s proposed ban would
apply to “everybody,” includ-
ing Muslims seeking immigra-
tion visas as well as tourists
seeking to enter the country.

His campaign did not
immediately respond to ques-
tions about whether it would
also include Muslims who are
U.S. citizens and travel outside
of the country, including mem-

bers of the military, or how a
determination of someone’s
religion might be made by
customs and border officials.

Instead, Trump said via
a campaign spokeswoman:
“Because I am so politically
correct, [ would never be the
one to say. You figure it out!”

There are more than 5,800
servicemen and women on
active U.S. military duty and
in the reserves who self-
identify as Muslim and could
be assigned to serve overseas.
Trump said in an interview
Monday night on Fox News,
“They’ll come home.”

Trump was also unclear on
whether his ban would apply
to Muslim allies in the fight
against Islamic State militants.
Ari Fleischer, a former aide to
Republican President George
W. Bush, tweeted, “Under
Trump, the King Abdullah of
Jordan, who is fighting ISIS,
won't be allowed in the US to
talk about how to fight ISIS.”

But at Trump’s rally in
South Carolina, the proposed
ban struck supporter Shelley
Choquette as reasonable,
because “it’s not going to be
forever. [ think everybody
needs to be checked.”
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The Press and Dakotan will be closing at noon
Thursday, Dec. 24, and closed all day Friday, Dec. 25.

The Press and Dakotan will also be closed Thursday,
Dec. 31 at 3:00 pm and closed all day Friday, Jan. 1.
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Feds Investigate Chicago Police Dept.

CHICAGO (AP) — Responding to deepening mistrust of one
of the nation’s largest police forces, the federal government
opened an investigation Monday into the Chicago Police De-
partment, and authorities announced they would not charge
an officer in the death of a 25-year-old black man who was
shot in the back last year.

The Justice Department investigation was to look into pat-
terns of racial disparity in the use of force. It comes nearly two
weeks after the release of a video showing a white Chicago
police officer shooting a black teenager 16 times.

Lack of trust between police and their communities,
“makes it more difficult to gain help within investigations, to
encourage the victims and the witnesses of crime to speak up
and to fulfill the most basic responsibilities of public-safety of-
ficials,” Attorney General Loretta Lynch said. “And when suspi-
cion and hostility is allowed to fester, it can erupt into unrest.”

The investigation, which is separate from an existing
federal investigation into last year’s shooting death of 17-year-
old Laquan McDonald, will also review how the department
disciplines officers and handles misconduct accusations.
Justice Department officials say they use so-called patterns-
and-practices probes to identify systemic failings in troubled
police departments and to improve trust between police and
the communities they serve.

The civil-rights investigation follows recent ones in Balti-
more and Ferguson, Missouri, and comes as the police depart-
ment and Mayor Rahm Emanuel are under intense scrutiny
over their handling of the October 2014 death of McDonald.
Officer Jason Van Dyke was charged with first-degree murder
Nov. 24, more than a year after the killing and just hours be-
fore the release of police dashboard camera footage showing
the officer shooting the teenager.

Study Sees Dip In Carbon Emissions

PARIS (AP) — Global carbon dioxide emissions may be
dropping ever so slightly this year, spurred by a dramatic
plunge in Chinese pollution, according to a surprising new
study released Monday.

The unexpected dip could either be a temporary blip or
true hope that the world is about to turn the corner on carbon
pollution as climate talks continue in Paris, said the study’s
authors, a scientific team that regularly tracks heat-trapping
pollution.

One skeptical scientist offered a $10,000 bet that world
emissions will keep rising despite the findings, which were
published on the same day that Beijing issued its first ever red
alert for smog, urging schools to close and invoking restric-
tions on factories and traffic.

Still, some leaders cheered the study, published in the
journal Nature Climate Change.

“That shouldn’t tell us we don’t need to do anything, but
that shows there is action,” Janos Pasztor, the United Nations
assistant secretary general for climate change, told The As-
sociated Press. “Things are going in the right direction. All we
need is a strong agreement.”

Venezuelan Opposition Wins Congress

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuela’s opposition
rejoiced Monday after its shock triumph in legislative elections
and waited anxiously for the final tally to see whether it secured
a two-thirds supermajority that could dramatically wrest power
from President Nicolas Maduro after 17 years of socialist rule.

The Democratic Unity opposition alliance declared Monday
that it won the minimum number of seats needed to initiate a
process to remove Maduro. But despite the efficiency and trans-
parency promised by the country’s electronic voting system,
the National Electoral Council has yet to announce the results
of 22 undecided races, almost a full day after polls closed.

The opposition coalition won at least 99 seats in the incom-
ing 167-seat legislature, electoral authorities announced after
midnight Sunday, setting off a cacophony of car honks and
fireworks in the capital’s wealthier eastern neighborhoods. The
ruling Socialist party and its allies won 46 seats.

The opposition coalition needs 13 of the 22 undecided races
to give it the supermajority needed to sack Supreme Court
justices, initiate a referendum to revoke Maduro’s mandate
and even convoke an assembly to rewrite Hugo Chavez’s 1999
constitution.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry congratulated Venezue-
lans for making their voice heard and called on authorities to
tabulate and publish remaining results in a timely manner.

3 Troops Killed By US-Led Strikes

BEIRUT (AP) — Syria on Monday accused the U.S.-led
coalition of bombing an army camp in the eastern part of the
country, killing three Syrian soldiers and wounding 13, but a
senior U.S. military official said the Pentagon is “certain” the
strike was from a Russian warplane.

The dispute over the deadly airstrike underscored the
increasingly chaotic skies over Syria as various powers hit
targets in the war-ravaged country. The U.S.-led alliance began
its airstrikes in Syria in September 2014, while Russia’s air
campaign began a year later.

In a letter to the United Nations, the government in Da-
mascus said four aircraft from the coalition targeted the army
camp in the eastern city of Deir el-Zour on Sunday night. In
addition to the casualties among the troops, it said the attack
destroyed armored and other vehicles, and a weapons and
ammunition depot.
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On Professional Quality
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Great Values, Wide Selection
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605-665-4494

Lug Wrenches ¢ VISE GRIPS®* Hand Tools ¢ Service Tools ¢ Air Compressors
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