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 LUIS SINCO/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
An FBI dive team searches Lake Seccombe, located about two miles north of the Inland Regional Center in San Ber-
nardino, Calif., on Thursday. Authorities said the search of the lake was in connection with last week’s terrorist attack 
and shootout that left the two attackers and 14 victims dead.

US Officials Search For Missed 
Red Flags Ahead Of Shootings

BY ERIC TUCKER, DEB RIECHMANN
AND TAMI ABDOLLAH 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. govern-
ment appears not to have picked up 
on extremist messages exchanged 
during the online courtship two years 
ago between the American-born man 
accused in the California shootings and 
his future wife in Pakistan, according to 
closed-door briefings to Congress pro-
vided by federal officials on Thursday.

American officials say Syed Rizwan 
Farook and his wife, Tashfeen Malik, 
discussed martyrdom and jihad online 
as early as 2013.

But the couple never surfaced on 
law enforcement’s radar and Malik 
was able to enter the U.S. on a fiancée 
visa last year despite having professed 
radical views online, raising concerns 
among lawmakers about whether any 
red flags were missed in the last two 
years.

Meanwhile, the investigation into 
the shootings that left 14 dead last 
week continued in San Bernardino, 
where an FBI dive team searched a 
small, urban lake about 3 miles north of 
the shooting site.

FBI Director James Comey and other 
senior American officials briefed mem-
bers of Congress on Capitol Hill about 
aspects of their continuing investiga-
tion into the terror attack.

One official said information that 
the FBI has been able to glean about 
the couple comes from an examination 
of their electronic devices, rather than 
intercepts.

“Everyone’s asking the same ques-
tions about how it is that law enforce-
ment didn’t know, or intelligence 
officials didn’t know — that they could 

have flown under the radar and noth-
ing gave an indication that they were 
a threat,” said Rep. Jim Langevin, a 
Rhode island Democrat and member of 
the House Homeland Security Commit-
tee.

Rep. Adam Schiff, the top Democrat 
on the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, said it was un-
derstandable that Malik was subjected 
to an in-person interview during the 
application process for a visa.

Republican Rep. Will Hurd of Texas, 
a member of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, said there’s currently 
no evidence Malik’s radicalization 
would have been readily apparent when 
she was evaluated for a fiancée visa.

“I don’t think there was missed infor-
mation,” he said. “It appears that there 
was not any evidence that would have 
been discoverable during an interview 
for a visa.”

He declined to discuss what specifi-
cally led investigators to conclude that 
the couple had radicalized indepen-
dently as early as 2013, but suggested 
the information did not come from 
intercepts. Comey has said Farook had 
been in communication with individu-
als who were being scrutinized by the 
FBI in terrorism investigations, but the 
contact he had was not enough to bring 
him onto the law enforcement radar.

“It’s safe to say that the information 
about what happened prior to their 
marriage and to the attacks in San Ber-
nardino was acquired through forensic 
investigations of these individual lives,” 
Hurd said.

“These people weren’t on the radar,” 
he added.

New revelations show a much deep-
er connection between Farook and En-
rique Marquez, his friend who bought 
the assault rifles used in the shooting, 

than previously was disclosed. Marquez 
has not been charged with a crime.

More than three years ago, Marquez 
purchased the high-powered weapons 
that Farook and his wife used to open 
fire on a holiday gathering of Farook’s 
fellow health inspectors Dec. 2, killing 
14 people. Farook and Malik were killed 
hours later in a shootout with police, 
leaving behind a 6-month-old daughter.

Investigators are trying to determine 
if Farook’s path toward extremism pre-
dated 2013 and whether it led to plans 
to launch an attack in 2012, according 
to two people familiar with the inves-
tigation who were not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly and spoke 
on condition of anonymity.

Marquez and Farook “were plotting 
an actual attack” that year, including 
buying weapons, but became appre-
hensive and shelved the plan because 
of law enforcement activity and arrests 
in the area, said Idaho Sen. Jim Risch, 
a Republican who sits on the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence.

Marquez, 24, spoke with federal au-
thorities after they raided his mother’s 
Riverside house over the weekend. He 
and Farook were friends for years and 
became family last year, with a sister-in-
law in common.

The two men were listed as wit-
nesses on the marriage license when 
Farook’s brother, Raheel, wed a Russian 
woman in 2011.

Three years later, Raheel Farook 
and his wife, Tatiana, were witnesses 
to Marquez’s marriage to her sister, 
Mariya Chernykh, according to River-
side County records.

The ceremony took place at the 
Islamic Society of Corona-Norco, ac-
cording to the marriage license, though 
the mosque’s facility manager denied it 
occurred there.

Gun Linked To Paris Attack Came Through US
BY JOVANA GEC
AND DUSAN STOJANOVIC
Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia — One 
of the guns linked to Islamic 
militants in the Paris attacks 
that killed 130 people was 
exported to the United States 
in 2013, the head of a Serbian 
arms factory said Thursday.

Milojko Brzakovic of the 
Zastava arms factory told The 
Associated Press that the M92 
semi-automatic pistol’s serial 
number matched one his com-
pany delivered to an American 
online arms dealer in May 
2013. It was not clear how the 
gun got back to Europe.

At least seven of the 
weapons used or discovered 
after the Nov. 13 attacks in 
Paris have been identified as 
being produced by the Serbian 
factory located in Kragujevac, 
in central Serbia. Most were 
manufactured before Yugosla-
via broke up in a civil war in 

the 1990s and most of those 
are modified versions of the 
Soviet AK-47, or Kalashnikov.

Brzakovic said all the guns 
were delivered legally but 
could have later found their 
way into illegal channels.

“One was delivered to 
Bosnia in 1983, one to Skopje, 
Macedonia in December 1987, 
one to Golubici, near Knin 
(Croatia) in 1988, one to Za-
greb (Croatia) 1987,” he said.

He said the M92 pistol “is 
a semi-automatic weapon, a 
hunting and sporting weapon 
... it cannot fire barrage fire, 
only single shots ... which are 
legal in America.”

He said it was exported to 
an online arms seller in the 
United States, the Florida-
based Century Arms, to 
which his factory exports up 
to 25,000 hunting and sports 
guns every year. He said 
the gun was delivered as a 
semi-automatic, but he did 
not know whether someone 

turned it into an automatic 
after delivery. The so-called 
“shortened Kalashnikov” is 
listed by U.S. arms dealers as 
selling for about $460 apiece.

In a video posted online in 
December 2013, Century Arms 
advertised they were selling 
the AK-style pistol PAP M92, 
“a brand new firearm from the 
Zastava factory in Serbia” and 
demonstrated its attributes.

The AP left messages 
seeking comment on the gun 
with Century Arms, the FBI 
and another U.S. government 
agency, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives.
Brzakovic insisted that 

all arms exports from Serbia 
are under strict government 
control.

“We submit a request 
to our government to give 
consent and authorize the 
export. Until we receive that, 
we make no contract. Once we 
get a permission to export, we 
make a contract and arrange 
the dynamics,” he said.

A web of rules and a large 
U.S. bureaucracy oversee the 
legal import and export of 
weapons like the Serbian M92 
semi-automatic pistol.
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Protesters Target Police Review Agency
CHICAGO (AP) — Protesters who have been calling for 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s resignation also have an-
other target: a much-criticized, quasi-independent agency 
that was created to investigate complaints against police 
officers but has rarely ruled against them.

The mayor’s critics complain that his pledge to reform 
the Independent Police Review Authority is too limited be-
cause he seeks to improve an existing system rather than 
scrapping it and starting over.

In the outrage that erupted over the video showing an 
officer fatally shooting Laquan McDonald, Emanuel sacked 
his police chief and set up a task force to recommend 
changes. He also replaced the head of the authority known 
as IPRA.

Former IPRA investigator and supervisor Lorenzo Davis 
said he was fired this year after refusing to reverse his find-
ing in one fatal police shooting that it was not justified.

The idea behind IPRA when it was set up in 2007 was 
for the agency to be wholly independent of police and the 
mayor’s office as a way to weed out bad officers, but that 
never actually happened, Davis’ lawyer, Torreya Hamilton, 
said Thursday.

New Draft Climate Deal Emerges
LE BOURGET, France (AP) — French Foreign Minister 

Laurent Fabius on Thursday presented a new draft of a 
global climate accord that showed headway on some key 
issues and stalemate on others as the talks outside Paris 
headed into the final stretch.

The 27-page draft — two pages shorter than a previ-
ous version — included a long-term goal of keeping global 
warming “well below” 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees F), 
while pursuing efforts to limit the temperature rise to 1.5 
degrees C.

The draft also said governments would aim to peak the 
emissions of heat-trapping greenhouse gases “as soon as 
possible” and strive to reach “emissions neutrality” by the 
second half of the century.

That was weaker language than in previous drafts that 
included more specific emissions cuts and timeframes. 
Emissions neutrality wasn’t defined in the text. Previous 
versions have included similar terms that are generally 
understood to mean no more emissions than the Earth can 
naturally absorb.

The issue appeared far from settled, however, with one 
negotiator from a developed country saying his delegation 
would “push back” on the long-term goal. He spoke on   
condition of anonymity because the talks were ongoing.

Commandos Say No To Women In Jobs
WASHINGTON (AP) — The men in the U.S. military’s 

most dangerous jobs care little about political correct-
ness or gender equality. And they have a message for their 
political leadership.

When they are fighting in the shadows or bleeding on 
the battlefield, women have no place on their teams.

In blunt and, at times, profanity-laced answers to a 
voluntary survey conducted by the Rand Corp., more than 
7,600 of America’s special operations forces spoke with 
nearly one voice. Allowing women to serve in Navy SEAL, 
Army Delta or other commando units could hurt their ef-
fectiveness and lower the standards, and it may drive men 
away from the dangerous posts.

An overwhelming majority of those who agreed to re-
spond to the RAND survey said they believe women don’t 
have the physical strength or mental toughness to do the 
grueling jobs.

Some of the broader conclusions of the survey, taken 
from May through July 2014, were disclosed by The Associ-
ated Press earlier this year, but the detailed results and 
comments written by respondents had not been released.

Scalia Draws Rebukes For Comments
WASHINGTON (AP) — Supreme Court Justice Antonin 

Scalia, famous for his blustery rhetoric from the bench and 
beyond, finds himself in controversy again after suggesting 
that some black students might belong at “slower-track” 
universities.

His remarks Wednesday during court arguments over an 
affirmative action program at the University of Texas have 
drawn rebukes from civil rights leaders, top Democrats and 
even the White House. And they returned a familiar spot-
light to the feisty justice who doesn’t shy away from calling 
it as he sees it on issues like race and gay marriage.

Scalia has a long history of making remarks in blunt 
terms without seeming to care about offending those in his 
sights, reflecting the sensibilities of a staunch conservative 
born in the 1930s who came of age as the civil rights move-
ment was beginning.

Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid denounced Scalia 
on Thursday for uttering what he called “racist ideas” from 
the bench.

“The idea that African-American students are somehow 
inherently intellectually inferior from other students is 
despicable,” Reid said on the Senate floor. “It’s a throwback 
... to a time that America left behind a half a century ago.”

Police Hunting 4 Suspects Tied To IS
GENEVA (AP) — Working on a tip from the CIA, Geneva 

police were hunting for at least four suspects allegedly linked 
to the radical Islamic State group and believed to be plotting a 
“specific” attack in the city, Swiss officials said Thursday.

As city police raised their security alert level, Swiss state 
prosecutors opened investigations into a suspected criminal 
plot and suspected violations of a ban into groups like Islamic 
State and al-Qaida.

The CIA alerted Swiss authorities to the four men on 
Wednesday, prompting the manhunt, a Swiss official with 
knowledge of the investigation told The Associated Press on 
Thursday. He spoke on condition of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the matter.

The official confirmed the suspects were four men shown 
in a photograph linked to a news report in Swiss daily Le Ma-
tin. They were pictured each in a crouched pose and holding 
up an index finger — said to be an Islamic State gesture.

It was too early to determine whether other suspects 
might still be at large, the official said. He also declined 
to identify the names, ages or nationalities of the people 
being sought.


