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Defense Rests After Testimony
That Porter Exceeded His Duty
BY JULIET LINDERMAN
AND DAVID DISHNEAU
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The defense
rested Friday in the manslaughter trial of Baltimore
police officer William Porter
after a department captain
testified Porter went beyond
the call of duty in assisting
the driver of the police van in
which Freddie Gray’s neck was
broken.
Baltimore Circuit Judge
Barry Williams sent the jury
of seven women and five men
home for the weekend after
the defense rested early in the
afternoon. Lawyers argued
about jury instructions later
Friday. The jury will hear the
instructions and closing arguments Monday.
Gray was a 25-year-old
black man arrested April 12
after he ran from police in a
West Baltimore neighborhood.
His death a week later set off
protests and rioting in the
city, and became a rallying
cry for the Black Lives Matter
movement.
Porter, 26, who is also
black, is the first of six officers
to stand trial for Gray’s death.
He is charged with manslaughter, second-degree assault,
misconduct in office and reckless endangerment. He could
face about 25 years in prison if
convicted on all charges.
The trial began Nov. 30.
Porter’s lawyers called 12
witnesses over three days,
ending with Porter’s mother,
Helena. Like three other character witnesses, she described
Porter as truthful, honest and
peaceful, but all acknowledged
they had never worked with
him.
Earlier Friday, Capt. Justin
Reynolds, testifying as an
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A frame grab from the Freddie Gray arrest video shot by
Kevin Moore at Gilmor Homes.

expert in police training and
policies, said Porter did nothing wrong on the day Gray was
hurt. Porter says he interacted
with Gray at two of the van’s
six stops after responding in
his patrol car to calls for assistance. The van’s 45-minute
trip ended with Gray unconscious at the Western District
police station.
Porter told investigators
that at the fourth stop, he
helped the handcuffed and
shackled prisoner move from
the wagon floor to the bench
and asked Gray if he needed
medical help. After Gray said,
“yes,” Porter contends he
advised van driver Officer Caesar Goodson that Gray wanted
to go to the hospital.
Porter says he told a
supervisor, Sgt. Alicia White,
the same thing at the van’s

fifth stop.
Reynolds said those actions “go beyond what many
officers would have done.”
“An officer expects, when
they tell a supervisor something, that the supervisor is
going to act upon it,” Reynolds
said.
Prosecutors say Porter is
partly responsible for Gray’s
death because he didn’t call a
medic immediately after Gray
indicated he needed aid, and
failed to buckle Gray in with a
seat belt, a violation of department policy.
But Reynolds testified
Porter’s only duty was to
check on Gray, as Goodson
requested, and that his job
was done after he lifted Gray
onto the bench.
Porter testified earlier
this week that Gray showed

no signs of injury or distress
when he assisted him to the
bench, and that’s why he
didn’t call an ambulance to
the scene. Prosecutors contend Gray was already gravely
injured by then.
Because Gray was in
Goodson’s custody, Goodson
was primarily responsible for
the prisoner’s safety and wellbeing, Reynolds said.
An expert witness for the
prosecution testified earlier
that Porter had a shared duty
to take care of Gray.
Reynolds said the department’s seat belt policies are
guidelines, not binding directives.
“It’s a guideline you couple
with good judgment and common sense,” Reynolds said.
Reynolds testified that
officers often take prisoners to hospitals in police
transport vans, rather than
calling an ambulance, if the
detainee isn’t having a medical emergency. He said at least
20 percent of people arrested
complain of injuries, but that
in 2014, less than 2 percent
of prisoners were rejected
for medical reasons at the
Baltimore jail.
Prosecutors and defense
lawyers offered conflicting views on how the judge
should instruct jurors about
deliberations. Defense attorneys don’t want jurors told
they can convict Porter for
things he didn’t do — such as
failing to seat belt the prisoner
or failing to call an ambulance.
Prosecutors want jurors instructed they need only reach
a consensus on either omission to reach a unanimous
verdict on the manslaughter
and assault charges.
Williams said he’ll consider the arguments over the
weekend.

Iraqi Prime Minister Calls For
Withdrawal Of Turkish Troops
BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi called
for the immediate withdrawal
of Turkish troops from northern Iraq in a national address
Friday night, insisting no
foreign forces are needed to
fight the Islamic State group in
his country.
Turkey has had troops in
northern Iraq to help train
local Kurdish and Sunni forces
since last year, but the arrival
of additional troops last week
sparked an uproar in Baghdad.
Turkey subsequently halted
new deployments but has refused to withdraw its soldiers.

Iraq has already tried to
solve the crisis with “peaceful
and diplomatic means,” Abadi
said in the televised address.
“We gave our neighbor Turkey
a time limit to withdraw its
troops and not to close the
door to dialogue.”
Earlier Friday, Abadi asked
the Foreign Ministry to submit
a complaint to the United
Nations about the presence
of Turkish troops near the ISheld city of Mosul.
Abadi asked the U.N.
Security Council to “shoulder
its responsibilities” and order
the withdrawal of the Turkish
troops.
“This is a flagrant violation of the provisions and
principles of the U.N. Charter

and in violation of the sanctity
of Iraqi territory,” a statement
from his office said.
U.S. Ambassador Samantha
Power, the current council
president, said Friday night
that the Iraqi ambassador had
delivered a letter in Arabic,
but it had not yet been translated.
“There’s growing alarm
from the Iraqi government,”
Power said. “Any troop
deployment must have the
consent of the Iraqi government.”
Iraq’s religious leaders also
admonished Turkey during
a sermon in Karbala. Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani said
Turkey should not have sent
“troops to the territory of an-

other state under the pretext
of supporting the fight against
terrorism” and called on the
Iraqi government to “protect
the sovereignty of Iraq.”
The representative of the
cleric, Ahmed al-Safi, relayed
al-Sistani’s words during a
Friday sermon.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said Friday
that Turkey has no plans to
withdraw troops and would
continue with the training
process “in agreement” with
Iraq. He did not elaborate.
Erdogan defended Turkey’s
move to send more troops,
saying IS and other terror
groups were “running wild”
and Baghdad was unable to
protect Turkish soldiers there.

Suspected Recruiter Of ‘Jihad
Jane’ Is Arrested In Spain

BY ALAN CLENDENNING
AND CIARAN GILES
Associated Press

MADRID — An AlgerianIrish man accused of recruiting an American woman who
called herself “Jihad Jane” and
plotted to kill a Swedish artist
has been arrested in Spain,
officials said Friday.
Ali Charaf Damache was arrested Thursday in Barcelona
based on a U.S. warrant issued
stating he was a suspected
recruiter for an Islamic extremist group, according
to the Interior Department
for the northeastern region
of Catalonia. Damache was
taken to the National Court in
Madrid on Friday and ordered
jailed while the request for his
extradition is reviewed.
Damache is wanted by
U.S. authorities in connection
with emails sent in the United
States between 2009 and 2010
that indicated he was recruiting for al-Qaida in the Islamic
Maghreb and was trying to
establish cells, the department said.
The U.S. Justice Department says Damache, while
living in Ireland, recruited
Colleen LaRose in 2009 and
another U.S. woman via jihadist websites. Damache married
the other woman, Jamie
Paulin-Ramirez, in a Muslim
ceremony on the day she arrived in Ireland from Colorado.
Larose used the online
nickname “Jihad Jane” and
was convicted of agreeing to
kill Swedish artist Lars Vilks,
whose drawings depicting
the prophet Muhammad as
a dog offended Muslims. She
was sentenced last year to 10

years in prison.
LaRose became obsessed
with the cause after meeting
a Muslim man on vacation in
Amsterdam after a fight with
her boyfriend, her lawyer
said. She pursued it online
when she returned to her rural
Pennsylvania home. With her
blond hair, blue eyes and U.S.
passport, she forever changed
the face of terror in the United
States, prosecutors said.

Negotiators Say Global Deal Is Close
LE BOURGET, France (AP) — Talks on a global pact to fight
global warming appeared to make progress late Friday, with
some negotiators telling The Associated Press a deal was
close.
Negotiators emerged from meetings with French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius, the host of the talks, amid an air of
optimism that had been lacking just hours earlier.
Fabius was expected to present a new, potentially final
draft of the elusive accord Saturday morning at 9 a.m. (0800
GMT).
“We are pretty much there,” Egyptian Environment Minister
Khaled Fahmy, the chairman of a bloc of African countries,
told the AP late Friday. “There have been tremendous developments in the last hours. We are very close.”
A negotiator from a developed country was equally
positive. “I think we got it,” said the negotiator, who was not
authorized to speak publicly as the talks were not over yet.

Putin: Russia Provides Air Cover To Group
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia has provided air cover to a
leading Western-backed opposition group in Syria, President
Vladimir Putin said Friday, calling for closer coordination
with the U.S.-allied coalition — comments that may reflect
Moscow’s desire to narrow its differences with the West over
the Syrian crisis.
At the same time, Putin vowed to further modernize Russia’s military and said its forces in Syria will “immediately
destroy” any target threatening them, a strong warning to
Turkey following its downing of a Russian warplane at the
Syrian border.
Speaking at a meeting with top Defense Ministry officials,
Putin said while supporting the Syrian government forces,
Russia has backed some units of the Free Syrian Army, a
Western-backed opposition group fighting Syrian President
Bashar Assad’s army.
“Several (FSA) units totaling more than 5,000 people, along
with regular troops, are conducting offensive operations
against terrorists in the provinces of Homs, Hama, Aleppo and
Raqqa,” Putin said. “We have provided air support for them as
well as the Syrian army, helping them with weapons, ammunition and supplies.”
While Putin sounded unequivocal, his spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said a few hours later that the president meant to
say that Russia is sending weapons and supplies to Syrian
government forces and not the FSA, but provides air cover to
both. Peskov’s statement could be an attempt to assuage Assad, who calls the FSA and other moderate opposition groups
“terrorists.”

Convictions Rare Triumph For Rape Victims
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The rape convictions that could
put a fired Oklahoma City police officer behind bars for life
are vindication for some of the women he targeted, and also a
reminder of how difficult it is to achieve justice in such cases.
Most victims never report sexual assaults, and those who
accused ex-officer Daniel Holtzclaw were even more vulnerable as poor black women, many with checkered histories of
crime and addiction.
A grandmother’s bravery in telling her story made all the
difference this time. After Holtzclaw pulled her over, forced
her to expose herself and perform oral sex, she filed a complaint that triggered a search for other victims.
In this case at least, it changed a narrative all too common
in sex crimes: The jury found him guilty of rape.
“I didn’t do anything wrong,” the grandmother said Friday,
showing her face on camera and revealing her name as Jannie
Ligons. “So all I can say is, I was innocent and he just picked
the wrong lady to stop that night.”

FBI Continues Probe Of Lake In Shootings
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Specialized divers with the FBI
searched a San Bernardino lake for a second day Friday, looking for a computer hard drive and any other evidence linked
to last week’s terror attack and the husband-and-wife shooters
who killed 14 people.
Investigators have said the killers tried to cover their
tracks by destroying emails, cellphones and other items at
their home in Redlands. They were tipped that the small lake
in a park about 3 miles from the terror attack might hold the
hard drive, according to a law enforcement official briefed on
the investigation but not authorized to speak publicly about
the case.
The search began Thursday after authorities learned the
shooters, Syed Rizwan Farook, 28, and Tashfeen Malik, 29,
may have been in the area the day of the attack, said David
Bowdich, chief of the FBI’s Los Angeles office. He said the
search could last several days.

Farook, a U.S. citizen, and his Pakistani-born wife,
opened fire Dec. 2 at a holiday luncheon attended by
many of Farook’s co-workers in the San Bernardino health
department.
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Jamie Paulin-Ramirez was
sentenced last year in the U.S.
to eight years in prison for
supporting Damache’s work.

†

Damache initially fought
extradition from Ireland. His
path from Ireland to Spain
was unclear. His arrest in
Barcelona came after police
received information he was
in the city, changing hotels
every few days.
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