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Mistrial In 1st Officer’s
Trial In Freddie Gray Case

1660  Acreage - Lots For

Sale

Beautiful 6.83 acres in Deer-
field Ranch estates. Electricity
on site. $51,500. Kathy, Centu-
ry 21 605-661-0389.

1700

Doll clothes, handmade fits
American Girl dolls. 605-655-
4061.

1705

2XL black leather men's coat
with detachable hoood, like
new, $50. Call 605-260-0712.

Merchandise

ltems $100 or Less

Fishing pole tackle box com-
bo for $20. Call 605-661-8309.

For Sale: 42” snow blade for
lawnmower. $100/cash. Call
605-760-0365.

John Deere snow blower, TR5
21, single stage, electric start,
$100. 605-760-4099

Nice full size couch with
matching love seats, light col-
ored, $50. 605-660-9226

Singer sewing machine in
cabinet $75. Men's XL plaid
shirt, like new, $5. Call 605-
260-0712.

1710 Antiques - Collectibles

Monarch Antique electric
stove with oven, first $400 take
it! Call 605-661-3313 pictures
available.

1775

Household furniture sale:
Oak dining room table with 6-
chairs, microfiber sofa & large
chair with ottoman. Oak king
bedroom set with Tempu-Pedic
mattress, night tables, TV & ar-
moire dresser. Coffee tables,
sofa table, lamps, large floor
rugs & many extras. 605-857-
0640.

1830

Home Furnishings

Rummage Sales

103 W. 4th
(parking on south side)
Wednesday, 12/16
through

Sunday, 12/20

12Noon-5pm
Everything goes! BHG 60% off,
pictures, crocks, lamps, knick-
knacks, cookbooks, flowers.
Mirrors, chairs, vintage hats,
end tables, bookcases, tuxedo
suits.

2010 Legal and Public
Notices
12+17+24
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received by
the City Commission of the City
of Yankton, South Dakota, at 416
Walnut Street Yankton, South
Dakota, at the office of the City
Finance Officer of said City until
3:00 P.M. or may be hand deliv-
ered to the place of opening at
3:00 P. M. on the 5th day of Jan-
uary, 2016, at which time they
will be publicly opened and read
in the Second Floor Meeting
Room of City Hall, Yankton,
South Dakota. Disposition of said
bid will be held on the 11th day
of January, 2016, at 7:00 P.M. in
the City of Yankton Community
Meeting Room located in the
Technical Education Center at
1200 W. 21st Street, Yankton,
South Dakota.

Bids will be received on the fol-
lowing:

THE ANNUAL SUPPLY OF
WATER TREATMENT AND
WASTEWATER
TREATMENT CHEMICALS
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
UTILITIES

Copies of the Specifications and
bidding forms can be obtained at
the office of the Department of
Environmental  Services, 416
Walnut Street, Yankton, South
Dakota 57078 or by telephoning
(605) 668-5272.

The City of Yankton, South
Dakota reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and to waive any
informalities therein to determine
which is the best and most advan-
tageous bid to the City.

Kyle Goodmanson

Director of Environmental
Services

City of Yankton, South Dakota
Published twice at the total ap-
proximate cost of $31.62.

New Orleans
Considers
Removing

Monuments

NEW ORLEANS (AP) —
The city is poised to make a
break with its Confederate
past as city leaders decide
whether to remove promi-
nent monuments from
some of its busiest streets.

With support from
Mayor Mitch Landrieu, a
majority on the City Coun-
cil appears ready to take
down four monuments,
including a towering statue
of Confederate Gen. Robert
E. Lee. Their ordinance
has sparked passionate
responses for and against
these symbols, and both
sides will get one more say
at a special council meeting
before Thursday’s vote.

If approved, this would
be one of the most sweep-
ing gestures yet by an
American city to sever ties
with Confederate history.

BY JULIET LINDERMAN
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The first
effort to convict an officer in
Freddie Gray’s death from a
broken neck in a Baltimore
Police van ended Wednes-
day with a hung jury and a
mistrial.

Officials appealed for calm
as small crowds protested
along streets lined with police
officers. The situation was
quiet at North and Pennsyl-
vania, the intersection where
the worst rioting happened
in April as parts of West Balti-
more were set on fire.

William Porter’s mistrial is
a setback for prosecutors try-
ing to respond to a citizenry
frustrated by violent crime
and allegations of police
misconduct. Homicides have
soared and the pressure
on city officials has been
unrelenting since Baltimore
City State’s Attorney Marilyn
Mosby charged six officers in
Gray’s death.

About 30 protesters chant-
ing “send those killer cops to
jail” outside the courthouse
switched gears after the mis-
trial was announced, chanting
“No justice, no peace!” and
“Black Lives Matter.”

The case hinged not on
what Porter did, but what
prosecutors said he didn'’t do.
He was accused of failing to
get medical help for a criti-
cally wounded Gray and was
charged with manslaughter,
assault, misconduct in office
and reckless endangerment,
carrying maximum sentences
totaling 25 years.

The judge planned to
discuss a possible retrial with
both sides in his chambers
on Thursday.

Mayor Stephanie Rawl-
ings Blake and the new police
commissioner she installed
after last April’s riots warned
people against more violence.

“We will not, we cannot be
defined by the unrest of the
spring,” the mayor said.

“Protesters who are
lawfully assembled have a
friend in the Baltimore Police
Department,” Commissioner
Kevin Davis said. “Folks who
choose to commit crimes and
break things and hurt people
are no longer protesters.”

Mosby wouldn’t comment:
“Gag order,” she said, smiling
and shaking her head inside
the courthouse.

Attorney Billy Murphy,
who obtained a $6.4 million
settlement for Gray’s family
from the city before Porter’s
trial, called the mistrial “a
temporary bump on the road
to justice.”

The racially diverse
jury of seven men and five
women deliberated for about
16 hours over three days.
They indicated they were

deadlocked on Tuesday, but
Circuit Judge Barry Williams
told them to keep at it, even
as he denied their requests
for help.

“It is clear you will not
come to a unanimous agree-
ment on any of the four
charges,” the judge said
Wednesday. “You have clearly
been diligent.”

The Baltimore NAACP
asked people to control their
“frustration and anger” and
respect “the rights of all peo-
ple, on all sides.”

At least two activists
were arrested, including
Kwame Rose, a young black
man who called the mistrial
an “injustice.”

“We are going to fight for
justice until it becomes a
reality in our lives. A mistrial
means that the prosecution
did not do their jobs good
enough,” he said.

Erika Alston, a West
Baltimore community leader
who founded Kids Safe Zone
after the April riots, said she
felt there was reasonable
doubt that Porter committed
manslaughter, but “it’s early.
It’s one of six.”

“I'm not expecting our
community to repeat April,
but it is a bit of a kick in the
chest,” she said.

Activist Duane “Shorty”
Davis accused the prosecu-
tion of deliberately putting
on a weak case to preserve
its relationship with the
police. “They’re not going to
eat their own,” he said.

Porter left the courthouse
after conferring solemnly
with defense attorney
Joseph Murtha, and was
shielded by deputies from
the media. Murtha declined

LLOYD FOX/BALTIMORE SUN/TNS
Protesters march in Baltimore after the announcement of a
hung jury in the trial of Officer William Porter in the Freddie
Gray case, on Wednesday, Dec. 16.

to comment.

Gray was arrested while
fleeing from officers and
died April 19, a week after
his neck was broken inside a
police van as a seven-block
trip to the station turned
into a 45-minute journey
around West Baltimore. The
young black man had been
left handcuffed and shack-
led but without a seatbelt
in the metal compartment.
The autopsy concluded that
he probably couldn’t brace
himself whenever the van
turned a corner or braked
suddenly.

Porter is also black, as
are two of the other five
officers charged. Race was
never mentioned during the
trial.

It wasn’t clear how the
mistrial would affect the
other officers. Prosecutors
had planned to use Porter’s
testimony against two of
them.

Prosecutors argued that
Porter, who was present at
five of the van’s six stops,
was criminally negligent for
ignoring his department’s
policy requiring officers to
seatbelt prisoners, and for
not calling an ambulance
even though Gray repeatedly
said he needed medical help.

The defense said Porter
went beyond the call of duty
when he moved Gray to a
seated position at one point,
and told the van driver and
a supervisor that Gray had
said “yes” when asked if he
needed to go to a hospital.
The driver, Officer Caesar
Goodson, is scheduled for
trial on Jan. 6.

Fed Raises Its Key Interest Rate To Near Zero

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — The
Federal Reserve is raising in-
terest rates from record lows
set at the depths of the 2008
financial crisis, a shift that
heralds modestly higher rates
on some loans.

The Fed coupled its first
rate hike in nine years with a
signal that further increases
will likely be made slowly
as the economy strengthens
further and inflation rises from
undesirably low levels.

Wednesday’s action sig-
naled the central bank’s belief
that the economy has finally
regained enough strength 6%
years after the Great Reces-
sion ended to withstand mod-
estly higher borrowing rates.

“The Fed’s decision today
reflects our confidence in
the U.S. economy,” Chair
Janet Yellen said at a news
conference.

The Fed said in a statement
after its latest meeting that
it was lifting its key rate by
a quarter-point to a range of
0.25 percent to 0.5 percent. Its
move ends an extraordinary
seven-year period of near-zero
borrowing rates. But the Fed’s
statement suggested that
rates would remain histori-
cally low well into the future,
saying it expects “only gradual
increases.”

“The Fed reaffirmed that
the pace of rate hikes would
be slow,” James Marple, senior
economist at TD Economics
wrote in a research note. “The
Fed’s expectations for rate
hikes next year are set along-
side a relatively cautious and
entirely achievable economic
outlook.”

Stocks closed up sharply
higher. The Dow Jones
industrial average, which had
been up modestly before the
announcement, gained 224
points, or 1.3 percent, for the
day.

The bond market didn’t
react much. The yield on the
10-year Treasury note rose
slightly to 2.29 percent.

Rates on mortgages and
car loans aren’t expected to

rise much soon. The Fed’s
benchmark rate doesn’t
directly affect them. Long-term
mortgages, for example, tend
to track 10-year U.S. Treasury
yields, which will likely stay
low as long as inflation does
and investors keep buying
Treasurys.

But rates on some other
loans, like credit cards and
home equity credit lines, will
likely rise, though prob-
ably only slightly as long as
the Fed’s rate hikes remain
modest.

Shortly after the Fed’s
announcement, major banks
began announcing that they
were raising their prime lend-
ing rate from 3.25 percent to
3.50 percent. The prime rate is
a benchmark for some types of
consumer loans such as home
equity loans. Wells Fargo was
the first bank to announce the
rate hike.

Among other things, the
Fed’s low-interest rate policies
have helped jump-start auto
sales, which are on track to
reach a record 17.5 million this
year. And the Fed’s first hike
may not slow them.

Steven Szakaly, chief
economist for the National
Automobile Dealers Associa-
tion, says dealers will press
financing companies to keep
loan rates low. And competi-
tion for buyers will spur them
to take other steps to hold
down rates, such as accepting
lower profits.

“The rate squeeze will hap-
pen between the dealer and its
finance company rather than
the dealer and the consum-
ers,” Szakaly said. “Consumers
won't even feel it.”

For months, Yellen and
other Fed officials have said
they expected any rate hikes
to be small and gradual. But
nervous investors have been
looking for further assurances.

Yellen indicated that
Wednesday's rate hike was
partially defensive. If rates
stayed at near zero, the Fed
might not have the tools to
combat a recession.

“We've worried about
the fact that with interest
rates at zero, we have less

scope to respond to negative
shocks,” she said at her news
conference.

When growth struggles, the
Fed often cuts rates to help
increase the amount of cash
flowing through the economy.
But by staying close to zero,
the Fed would be unable to
cut rates or it would be forced
to have negative rates for the
first time in its history.

An updated economic
forecast released with the
policy statement showed that
Fed officials predict that their
target for the federal funds
rate — the rate that banks
charge on overnight loans
— will end next year slightly
above 1 percent. That is in line
with the consensus view of
economists.

The Fed’s action was ap-
proved by a unanimous vote
of 10-0, giving Yellen a victory
in achieving consensus.

The statement struck a
generally more upbeat tone
in its assessment of the
economy. It cited “consider-
able improvement” in the
job market. And it expressed
more confidence that inflation,
which has been running well
below the Fed’s 2 percent
target, would begin rising. It
suggested this would happen
as the effects of declines in
energy and import prices fade
and the job market strength-
ens further.

In addition to the funds
rate, the Fed is raising three
other rates: It lifted the inter-
est it pays on the reserves
that banks hold at the Fed to
0.5 percent from 0.25 percent.
It raised the rate it pays on a
type of short-term loan to 0.25
percent from (.05 percent.
The Fed plans to use those
two rates to help meet its new
higher target for the funds
rate.

In addition, it announced
a quarter-point increase in its
discount borrowing rate to
1 percent from 0.75 percent.
This is the rate banks pay
when they borrow emergency
loans from the central bank.
This rate typically moves up
in conjunction with the Fed’s
benchmark rate.
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Russian Airstrikes Restore Syrian Power

BEIRUT (AP) — Weeks of Russian airstrikes in Syria appear
to have restored enough momentum to the government side
to convince President Bashar Assad’s foes and the world com-
munity that even if he doesn’t win the war he cannot quickly
be removed by force.

That realization, combined with the growing sense that the
world’s No. 1 priority is the destruction of the Islamic State
group, has led many to acknowledge that however unpalatable
his conduct of the war, Assad will have to be tolerated for at
least some time further.

The most dramatic sign of that came Tuesday with the
statement by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry that Assad’s
future will be determined by the Syrian people, suggesting in
the clearest way yet that he can stay on for now and be part of
a transition.

That statement — less a reversal than the culmination of
a rethink that had been underway for months — was doubly
piquant coming in Moscow, where Kerry was discussing the
Syria question with Russian officials.

“The Russians with their military intervention have basical-
ly said you can refuse to talk to Bashar Assad, but that means
that you won't get a political solution,” said Yezid Sayigh, a
senior associate at the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut.
“If you do want that, then you have to deal with this man.”

A Fight To Define Party’s Foreign Policy

WASHINGTON (AP) — For Republicans, this week’s presi-
dential debate highlighted a brewing fight to define the party’s
foreign policy posture, exposing divisions among candidates
about the U.S. role in fostering regime change in the Middle
East and tactics to prevent terror attacks at home.

The fault lines reflect a party still in flux long after George
W. Bush’s unpopular Iraq war damaged Republicans’ standing
on international issues. While there’s little appetite among
GOP candidates for the sweeping military intervention and
nation-building Bush championed, most are wary of being
pegged as isolationists, particularly given Americans’ height-
ened fears of terrorism following attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, California.

“The fundamental debate is, well, if Bush did too much and
Obama did too little, what’s the right amount of international
engagement?” said Richard Fontaine, a former foreign policy
adviser to Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz, and current president of
the Center for New American Security think tank.

While foreign policy rarely decides presidential elections
except in times of war, national security concerns are likely
to remain a top issue for Americans at least through the early
voting contests that begin in February. As GOP leaders eye
the general election, they believe voters disappointed with
President Barack Obama'’s foreign policy stewardship will be
reluctant to elect his former secretary of state, Hillary Clinton,
the front-runner for the Democratic nomination.

First, though, Republicans must work out their own divi-
sions, which could be viewed most clearly in Tuesday’s debate
through the prism of the rivalry between Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz.

Lawmakers Hail Deal On Spending, Taxes

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House and lawmakers of
both parties grudgingly embraced a massive government-wide
budget deal Wednesday combining more than a trillion dollars
in year-end spending with hundreds of billions in tax cuts
for businesses, families and special interests of every kind.
Leaders planned to push it to final passage by week’s end and
quickly adjourn for the holidays, ending a tumultuous year on
Capitol Hill.

The sprawling package will keep federal agencies funded
through Sept. 30 of next year, staving off a government
shutdown that was to begin next Tuesday at midnight under
the latest in a series of short-term spending bills, this one
passed by Congress and signed by President Barack Obama on
Wednesday.

“In divided government, you don’t get everything you
want,” new House Speaker Paul Ryan said of the 2,200-page
melange of wins and losses for both parties. “I think every-
body can point to something that gives them a reason to be in
favor of both of these bills.”

CROSSWORD

By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS DOWN

1 Fleetunit 1 Try for a
5 Sheep, at fly

times 2 Take on

11 Lush 3 Weave

12 Entertain together

13 Fine 4 Mail-
study related

14 Slow 5 Metric
tempo mass Yesterday’

15 Course 6 Result of esterday's answer
reserva- a bridge
tions goof 20 College 31 Station

17 Operated 7 Tennis head worker

18 Stage star Andre 21 Writer 35 The Red
comment 8 Turn Ferber Planet

22 Pharmacy  sharply 22 Job extra 36 Singer
stock 9 Quarter- 23 Persia, Redding

24 Like some  back today 37 Make
jackets Manning 28 Galahad’'s  over

25 Memo- 10 Old auto mother 38 Maturity
rable 16 Powerful 29 Deli 39 Team
time bunch device backer

26 Suede 19 PC desk- 30Clumsy 40 Disen-
shade top, e.g. fellow cumber

27 Track

THOMAS CROSSWORD BOOKS 1-8! Send $4.75 (check/

events m.o.) for each book to 628 Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL 32803

30 Sports
spot

32 Ring

33 For each

34 Tried to hit

38 Congo
setting

41 Blanchett
of “Blue
Jasmine”

42 Acrobatic
dive

43 Litmus
reddener

44 Orson
Scott
Card’s “—
Game”

45 Mexican
coin

1217
AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

12-17 CRYPTOQUOTE

OM O NTJDL MHQ N PGB HM

PHMMDD, THEDHRD IHGVL
TDNQPU MHQ XUD LHGAVD
EDNRORK. — END IDTX

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: WE RELISH NEWS
OF OUR HEROES, FORGETTING THAT WE
ARE EXTRAORDINARY TO SOMEBODY TOO.
— HELEN HAYES
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