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Democrats Divided On How To Fight Terrorism

BY ANITA KUMAR
© 2015,McClatchy Washington Bureau

MANCHESTER, N.H. — The
Democratic Party heads into its
presidential primaries sharply
divided over how to wage war
against terrorism, a rift magnified
by Americans’ growing fears follow-
ing recent terrorist attacks and laid
bare in the newest debate between
their presidential candidates.

The party’s top two presiden-
tial candidates described starkly
different philosophies on national
security, sparking some of the live-
liest exchanges in Saturday night’s

debate just six weeks before the
first nominating contest of the 2016
presidential election.

Front-runner Hillary Clinton
took the more hawkish and inter-
ventionist approach, advocating
that the U.S. should be aggressive
in helping to resolve disputes
around the world, even if that
involves sending special forces
or overthrowing dictators. “If the
United States does not lead, there
is not another leader,” she said.
“There is a vacuum.”

Her chief rival Bernie Sand-
ers, who does not generally favor
international intervention, touted

his role in leading the effort against
the war in Iraq, which he called one
of the worst foreign policy blun-
ders in the country’s history. “The
United States of America cannot ...
be thought of as the policeman of
the world,” he said.

The debate was the first Demo-
cratic faceoff since a husband-and-
wife team of killers inspired by
the Islamic State shot 14 people
to death in San Bernardino, Calif.
The shootings came soon after the
terrorist group claimed responsibil-
ity for killing more than 100 people
in Paris.

Sanders and Martin O’Malley

hope to convince increasingly
liberal primary voters that Clinton
does not fit in the Democratic
Party on the issue. It was the same
strategy that Barack Obama used
to defeat Clinton in 2008.

Rank and file Democrats remain
more skeptical about the use of
force than the country as a whole.
In a recent poll by Quinnipiac Uni-
versity, for example, the country
overall favored the use of U.S.
ground forces to fight Islamic State
in Iraq and Syria by 54 percent to
41 percent. Republicans favored
ground forces by 71-23, independ-
ents by 53-42. But Democrats op-

posed it by 56-39.

As senator from New York,
Clinton voted in 2002 to author-
ize military force against Iraq, but
later admitted she was wrong. As
member of the House, Sanders
voted against it, saying that he was
worried about the “problems of so-
called unintended consequences.”

Now, their party’s two leading
contenders for president differ on
how to combat Islamic State, and
even whether that should be the
first priority.
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Spain Ruling Party Could Be Out

MADRID (AP) — A strong showing Sunday by a pair of
upstart parties in Spain’s general election upended the
country’s traditional two-party system, with the ruling
Popular Party winning the most votes but falling far short
of a parliamentary majority and at risk of being booted
from power.

Days or weeks of negotiations will be needed to deter-
mine who will govern Spain, with the new far-left Podemos
and business-friendly Ciudadanos parties producing shock-
waves because of strong support from voters weary of
high unemployment, a seemingly endless string of official
corruption cases and disgust over the country’s political
status quo.

If forced out of government, Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy and his Popular Party would become the third Euro-
pean victims this year of a voter backlash against austerity
— following elections in Greece and Portugal seen as ballot
box rebellions against unpopular tax hikes and spending
cuts invoked during the eurozone’s debt crisis.

In past Spanish elections, the Popular Party and the
main opposition Socialists were the established power-
houses and only needed support from tiny parties to get
a majority in parliament when they didn’t win one from
voters.

But Podemos came in a strong third place and Ciu-
dadanos took fourth in their first election fielding national
candidates — setting up a period of uncertainty as parties
negotiate with each other to see which ones may be able to
form a governing alliance.

Fake Bomb Prompts Emergency Landing

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A fake explosive rigged with card-
board, sheets of paper and a household timer forced an Air
France flight into an emergency landing in Kenya on Sunday,
sending hundreds of passengers down emergency slides in
what the airline’s CEO said was the fourth bomb hoax against
the airline in recent weeks.

The homemade apparatus was discovered around mid-
night hidden in a lavatory cabinet behind a mirror where it
was apparently placed during the approximately 11-hour flight
to Paris from the island of Mauritius, said the airline’s CEO,
Frederic Gagey. He said the airline has had heightened secu-
rity checks around the world since the Nov. 13 attacks that left
130 people dead in Paris.

“It was an ensemble of cardboard, papers and something
that resembled a kitchen timer. Nothing that presented a
danger to the plane, to the passengers or to the crew,” a vis-
ibly irritated Gagey told a news conference in Paris. He said it
contained no explosives.

With France in a state of emergency since the Paris attacks
and the United States on high alert since the attack in San
Bernardino, California, that left 14 dead, hoaxes present a
particular conundrum for security officials, who must choose
between feeding mass fear and keeping the public in potential
danger. On Tuesday, the two biggest school systems in the
U.S. — New York City and Los Angeles — received threats of
a large-scale jihadi attack. LA reacted by shutting down the
entire district, while New York dismissed the warning as an
amateurish hoax and held classes.

Air France has been the target of three prior hoaxes, all
in the United States, Gagey said. The fourth came on board
the flight from Mauritius, a popular winter vacation spot for
French tourists.

Lebanese Militant Killed In Airstrike

BEIRUT (AP) — A Lebanese man convicted of one of the
most notorious attacks in Israel’s history and who spent
nearly three decades in an Israeli prison has been killed by
an [sraeli airstrike near the Syrian capital, the Lebanese Shiite
Hezbollah group said Sunday.

Hezbollah officials have pledged to avenge the killing of
Samir Kantar, sparking fears of escalation in an already volatile
region. In a possible first response, three rockets were fired
into Israel from Lebanon late Sunday.

Kantar had said that he had been working, with the back-
ing of Hezbollah, to set up “the Syrian resistance” to liberate
the Golan Heights, which Israel captured from Syria in 1967
and annexed 14 years later.

Hezbollah said Kantar was killed along with eight others in
an airstrike in Jaramana, a suburb of the Syrian capital Damas-
cus, on Saturday night. According to Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV,
two Israeli warplanes entered Syrian airspace and fired four
long-range missiles at the residential building in Jaramana. It
aired footage of what it said was the building, which appeared
to be destroyed. Kantar’s brother, Bassam, confirmed his
“martyrdom” in a Facebook post on Sunday.
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President Obama and first lady Michelle Obama depart Air Force One at San Bernardino
International Airport to meet privately with the families of the victims of the San Ber-
nardino terrorist attack, on Friday.

‘Star Wars’ Blasts Opening
Weekend Record With $238 M.

BY LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

LOS ANGELES — To say that the force is
strong with this one is an understatement.

“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” brought
in a galactic $238 million over the weekend,
making it the biggest North American debut
of all time according to studio estimates on
Sunday.

The Walt Disney Co. earnings destroy the
previous opening record set by Universal’s
“Jurassic World,” which drew $208.8 million
this summer.

Internationally, the film brought in $279
million, bringing its global gross to $517
million — second only to “Jurassic World’s”
global bow of $525 million. But the dinosaurs
had the added benefit of China — “Star Wars”
won't open there until Jan. 9.

This is just the latest in a laundry list of
records set by J.J. Abrams’ film, the seventh
in the franchise, which had analysts antici-

ating a debut anywhere from $150 million to
300 million.

The “X-factor” was quality. While “The
Force Awakens” drew enormous pre-sales,
the film was kept under lockdown from the
press and critics until mere days before it
was released to the public. Reviews turned
out to be stellar (95 percent on Rotten To-
matoes), as did early audience reaction, who
gave the film an A CinemaScore.

Rentrak’s Senior Media Analyst Paul
Dergarabedian said that’s the key element
that may push the film to the $2 billion mark
by the end of its run. Many are already going
back for a second helping.

“The enthusiasm has really turned into
a cultural event,” said Dave Hollis, Disney’s
executive vice president of theatrical distri-
bution. “It’s unbelievable.”

“It feels historic. The marketing team has
embarked on a two-plus year journey to cre-
ate this event feel,” Hollis added. “It’s hard to
think you could replicate this, but never say
never.”

Males overwhelmingly drove the astro-
nomical earnings, comprising 58 percent of
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the audience.

“Many of the bigger films of the past few
years have been driven by that often margin-
alized female audience,” Dergarabedian said.
“This proves that if you put the right film in
the marketplace, the guys will show up in big
numbers. You can still break records with
one gender being the dominant one.”

He predicted that over time, Daisy Rid-
ley’s protagonist may help even the gender
breakdown. Hollis agreed, noting that the
breakdown evened out across the weekend
too. Friday audiences were 63 percent male,
he said.

The film also drew mainly adults, who
made up 71 percent of the audience. Teens
accounted for only 9 percent, but those
numbers may go up in the coming weeks as
holiday vacations kick in.

IMAX, 3D and other premium large format
screens further helped drive the massive
earnings. Nearly half of moviegoers — 47 per-
cent —chose to see the film on the generally
pricier screens. IMAX screens alone account-
ed for $48 million of the global earnings.

But “Star Wars” didn't fly alone this week-
end. A few other movies attempted to pro-
vide some counterprogramming and ended
up with comparatively decent results.

Almost a galaxy away, Fox’s animated
“Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip”
came in second with $14.4 million.

According to exit polls, 70 percent of audi-
ences were comprised of families. The film
also played to a rather diverse audience of 22
percent Hispanics and 19 percent African-
Americans.

“Starting on Monday, 73 percent of K
through 12 is out of school. Why wouldn’t we
make our picture available?” said Chris Aron-
son, Fox’s president of domestic distribution
as to why they released their film “in the
teeth of the hurricane.”

“’Star Wars’ is the phenomenon it is and
will continue to be, but there is another seg-
ment of the audience out there,” he added.

In third place, the Tina Fey and Amy
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Five
Bodies
Found

In Plane
Wreckage
In Calif.
Orchard

BAKERSFIELD, Calif.
(AP) — Rescuers pulled
five bodies from the
wreckage of a small plane
that crashed into an
orchard in central Califor-
nia after vanishing from
radar, local and federal
authorities said Sunday.

The Federal Avia-
tion Administration was
looking for what caused
the crash that killed five
people, Kern County sher-
iff’'s Sgt. Mark King said.
He expected the names of
the victims to be released
Monday.

Air traffic controllers
lost contact with the
single-engine Piper PA32
around 4 p.m. Saturday as
it headed from Reid-Hill-
view Airport in San Jose
to Henderson Executive
Airport in a Las Vegas
suburb, FAA spokesman
lan Gregor said.

The plane sent a
mayday call. Searchers
spotted the wreckage
southwest of Bakersfield
about three hours after
receiving an alert from
the FAA about a miss-
ing plane that was last
detected an estimated 10
miles south of the city,
the Kern County sheriff’s
office said.

A meteorologist with
the National Weather
Service in Hanford said it
was rainy and cloudy in
the area south of Bakers-
field around the time the
plane dropped off radar.

A National Transporta-
tion Safety Board inves-
tigator also was on site
Sunday, Gregor said.

FAA records list an
address for an owner of
the plane. A woman who
answered a number listed
for that address would
only say that her husband
used to be part owner
of the plane but sold his
share.

The crash was only
about 30 miles from the
site of a medical helicop-
ter crash that killed four
people in heavy rain and
fog 10 days earlier.
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