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Yankton’s Place On 
The Archery Stage

FROM THE BIBLE
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His 

name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14. Portals of Prayer, Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis.

IN HISTORY
By The Associated Press
Today is Tuesday, Dec. 22, the 356th 

day of 2015. There are nine days left in the 
year. This is the first full day of winter.

Today’s Highlight in History: On 
Dec. 22, 1965, “Doctor Zhivago,” David 
Lean’s epic film adaptation of the Boris 
Pasternak novel starring Omar Sharif and 
Julie Christie, had its world premiere in 
New York.

On this date: In 1775, Esek Hopkins 
was appointed the commander-in-chief of 
the Continental Navy.

In 1894, French army officer Alfred 
Dreyfus was convicted of treason in a 
court-martial that triggered worldwide 
charges of anti-Semitism. (Dreyfus was 
eventually vindicated.)

In 1910, a fire lasting more than 26 
hours broke out at the Chicago Union 
Stock Yards; 21 firefighters were killed in 
the collapse of a burning building.

In 1937, the first, center tube of the 
Lincoln Tunnel connecting New York City 
and New Jersey beneath the Hudson Riv-
er was opened to traffic. (The second tube 
opened in 1945, the third in 1957.)

In 1940, author Nathanael West, 37, 
and his wife, Eileen McKenney, 27, were 
killed in a car crash in El Centro, Califor-
nia, while en route to the funeral of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, who had died the day before.

In 1944, during the World War II Bat-
tle of the Bulge, U.S. Brig. Gen. Anthony 
C. McAuliffe rejected a German demand 
for surrender, writing “Nuts!” in his official 
reply.

In 1968, Julie Nixon married David 
Eisenhower in a private ceremony in New 
York.

In 1977, three dozen people were 
killed when a 250-foot-high grain elevator 
at the Continental Grain Company plant in 
Westwego, Louisiana, exploded.

In 1989, Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescu, the last of Eastern Europe’s 
hard-line Communist rulers, was toppled 
from power in a popular uprising. Play-
wright Samuel Beckett died in Paris at 
age 83.

In 1990, 21 sailors returning from 
shore leave to the aircraft carrier USS 
Saratoga drowned off Haifa when the Is-
raeli ferry they were traveling on capsized. 
Lech Walesa took the oath of office as Po-
land’s first popularly elected president.

In 1995, actress Butterfly McQueen, 
who’d played the scatterbrained slave 
Prissy in “Gone with the Wind,” died in Au-
gusta, Georgia, at age 84.

In 2001, Richard C. Reid, a passenger 
on an American Airlines flight from Paris 
to Miami, tried to ignite explosives in his 
shoes, but was subdued by flight attend-
ants and fellow passengers. (Reid is serv-
ing a life sentence in federal prison.)

Ten years ago: Congress completed 
work on a one-month extension of the Pa-
triot Act and sent it to President George 
W. Bush. New York transit workers ended 
their three-day strike without a new con-
tract. Astronomers announced the discov-
ery of two more rings encircling the planet 
Uranus.

Five years ago: President Barack 
Obama signed a law allowing gays for 
the first time in history to serve openly 
in America’s military, repealing the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy. The Senate ratified 
the New START treaty with Russia cap-
ping nuclear warheads for both nations 
and restarting on-site weapons inspec-
tions. Auburn’s Cam Newton was named 
AP Player of the Year. “The Lone Ranger” 
announcer Fred Foy died in Woburn, Mas-
sachusetts, at age 89.

One year ago: North Korea expe-
rienced sweeping Internet outages for 
hours before coming back online; the 
White House and the State Department 
refused to say whether the U.S. govern-
ment was responsible. Singer Joe Cocker, 
70, died in Crawford, Colorado. Actress 
Christine Cavanaugh, the voice of “Babe” 
the pig, died in Cedar City, Utah, at age 
51.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Hector Eli-
zondo is 79. Country singer Red Steagall 
is 77. Former World Bank Group President 
Paul Wolfowitz is 72. Baseball Hall-of-
Famer Steve Carlton is 71. Former ABC 
News anchor Diane Sawyer is 70. Rock 
singer-musician Rick Nielsen (Cheap 
Trick) is 67. Rock singer-musician Mi-
chael Bacon is 67. Baseball All-Star Steve 
Garvey is 67. Golfer Jan Stephenson is 64. 
Actress BernNadette Stanis is 62. Rapper 
Luther “Luke” Campbell is 55. Country 
singer-musician Chuck Mead is 55. Ac-
tor Ralph Fiennes is 53. Actress Lauralee 
Bell is 47. Country singer Lori McKenna 
is 47. Actress Dina Meyer is 47. Sen. Ted 
Cruz, R-Texas, is 45. Actress Heather 
Donahue is 42. Actor Chris Carmack is 
35. Actor Logan Huffman is 26. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Jordin Sparks is 26. Pop 
singer Meghan Trainor is 22.

Thought for Today: “Winter is not 
a season, it’s an occupation.” — Sinclair 
Lewis, American author (1885-1951).
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The results of the most recent Internet poll on the Press & Dakotan’s Web site are 
as follows:

LATEST RESULTS: 
Do you think the Minnesota Vikings will make the playoffs?

Yes ............................................................................................................................35%
No .............................................................................................................................33%
I don’t care ................................................................................................................32%
TOTAL VOTES CAST  ...............................................................................................266

The Press & Dakotan Internet poll is not a scientific survey and reflects the opinions 
only of those who choose to participate. The results should not be construed as an ac-
curate representation or scientific measurement of public opinion. 

———

CURRENT QUESTION: 
Do you think Donald Trump will be the Republican presidential nominee?
To cast your vote in the PRESS & DAKOTAN’S Internet poll, log on to our website 

at www.yankton.net.

ONLINE OPINION

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE — Christmas week brings so many 
joys, especially for folks who love sweet 
treats, rich meats, aged cheeses and hot 
drinks.

The bakers and the cooks, the 
generations-old family recipes, the 
real butter.

The unexpected delights, such as 
a true fruitcake, so packed with nuts 
and dates and preserved cherries 
and pineapple you have to lean hard 
on the butcher knife to cut a slice.

The best fruitcake I’ve ever had — 
and no, this is not a joke — arrived 
at our house a few days ago.

The homemade gift came from 
our friend Cheryl, after a casual 
conversation at a Christmas party on 
a few nights before.

That’s where we learned her 
significant other’s mother was the fruitcake-
fundraiser for his school’s music program 
when he was a boy back in Iowa.

The delivery truck from a regional fruitcake 
factory would pull up to his dad’s appliance 
store and unload the school’s order – his 
mom’s order -- for the season.

Those fruitcakes sounded nothing like the 
loaf Cheryl gave us. But oh they sold.

When I find one in a store — that is, when 
I remember to look — I buy a boxed fruitcake 
for my wife, Ellen. Her father bought her 
mother a fruitcake each Christmas.

This is a benefit that advancing middle age 
brings. You know what each of you likes. You 
know what is important to each other.

If you’re lucky and spoiled, your wife’s bak-
ing gets only better and better, year upon year.

Her feet ache a lot this time of year. She is 
baking many nights of the week, producing 
cookies for friends and co-workers and family 
and freezer.

I steal a few samples while they’re warm on 
the counter. This way, she never needs to bake 
for me, while I eat like a king.

Trending this December is her cranberry 
white-chocolate shortbread.

Did I mention the need to keep a tall glass 
of cold milk at hand, just in case?

And if you’re lucky and spoiled, 
your wife has friends such as Cheryl 
and Shelly with their Christmas 
delights.

For many years, we’ve received a 
small candy-box of Shelly’s home-
made toffee. 

Irresistibly perfect, it is.
Sometimes, we are graced by a gift 

of baklava.
The painstakingly thin hand-lay-

ered dough and rich filling are always 
so good. I make it last, piece by piece, 
for days, until it turns soggy and, well, 
simply must be finished.

Then there’s the Cash family’s nut-
bar recipe. A story for next Christmas, perhaps.

Such holiday dilemmas we face.
Caramel rolls on Christmas morning: With or 

without nuts?
Eggnog: Regular or light?
Tom and Jerry: Nutmeg?
Cashew brittle: Yes or yes?
Crescent cookies: Walnuts or not?
Chocolate pie: Whipped cream or nakedly 

pure?
My mom, Millie, was a Christmas baker. A 

wide assortment of cookies in round tins ac-
cumulated in a mother lode of a pantry off the 
kitchen.

During the week between Christmas and 
New Year Day, we demolished them, best to 
least.

Her mother was a Christmas baker. Irene 
made a simply great peanut-butter cookie.

Lucky and spoiled?
All of my life.
Merry Christmas!

Capitol Notebook

Dear Santa: Excuse Me 
While I Kiss This Cookie

Bob

MERCER

BY VINCE TWO EAGLES

Hau Mitakuepi (Greetings My Relatives),
The tale of “The Boarding School Experi-

ence” that has unfolded over the past three 
weeks is a cautionary one because of the sensi-
tive nature of the subject material. It 
is a tale of two cultures at odds with 
one another because of diametrically 
opposed ideology and ways of life. It 
is a tale of one culture’s intent to de-
stroy and eradicate the other. Sadly, it 
is a tale that tends to disturb because 
it is a tale of non-fiction. Finally, it is a 
tale that necessarily will continue to 
be told as the ending has not yet hap-
pened and so I offer this epilogue.

Obviously these schools were not 
designed to nurture and so the abuse 
experienced and witnessed was car-
ried back home to be handed down 
from generation to generation. I have 
observed over the years that often 
one time victims became present time offend-
ers.

It has been estimated (according to the film 
“Our Spirits Don’t Speak English”) that in 1492 
as many as 15 million indigenous people lived 
in what was to become the United States. By 
the end of the 19th century the population was 
250 thousand — many of our people perishing 
because of our exposure to infectious diseases 
encountered in our contacts with Europeans. 
We had no way of fighting these diseases having 
not developed the antibodies necessary for our 
body’s immune systems to function effectively. 
Genocide became the fate of many others who 
were simply “in the way.”

The pain and trauma of these experiences 
are being masked or covered up by alcoholism, 
drug abuse or other addictions as a means to 
cope with the intergenerational trauma expe-
rienced several generations hence from the 
initial suffering of those who were there. 

Gayle Ross: “Indian people are resilient and 
in spite of the abuses there were success sto-

ries. One of them was ‘Bright Path.’ In following 
the path of his life, his achievements, shown 
like no other athlete in history, the world knew 
him as Jim Thorpe.

“In the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, 
Sweden, Jim Thorp(a Sac and Fox Indian from 

Oklahoma) and a student at Carlyle 
Indian School, became the only man 
in history to win gold medals in both 
the decathlon and pentathlon.”

In 1950 Jim Thorpe was voted 
as the “greatest athlete and football 
player of the first half of the 20th 
century.” His achievements athleti-
cally, has inspired whole generations 
of Native people and stands as both a 
reminder of our capabilities and as a 
beacon of hope to our people to forge 
ahead and to embrace success in all 
aspects of life.

Because of  the academic skills 
learned in these boarding schools, 
particularly reading and writing Eng-

lish,  we Natives can better communicate with 
each other as we develop ways to effectively 
reconstruct our political, economic and social 
systems as well as participate in the dominant 
society’s opportunities for higher education 
[and economic self-sufficiency]. 

“In the 1950’s Indian people began to seek 
higher education. Today there are 32 Tribal Col-
leges in the United States controlled by Indian 
administrators and educators blending the 
Indian way with education” -- Gayle Ross.

While it is definitely time to move ahead in 
our adaptation and development as a people 
nevertheless we cannot sweep the past under 
a rug and ignore its lessons. We must face our 
history squarely with the courage of truth and 
the conviction of purpose and place so that 
the past and present will have meaning and the 
future deliver to us all peace and justice in our 
individual and community lives. ‘We shall over-
come” is more than a self full filling prediction, 
it is our destiny. 

Doksha...

The Rez Of The Story

Some Final Thoughts 
On Boarding Schools

Vince

TWO EAGLES

How good of a job did Yankton really do in hosting the World 
Archery Youth Championships (WAYC) last summer?

That answer was delivered last week.
It was announced that Yankton has been awarded a pair 

of world archery tournaments. The Community will host the World 
Indoor Championships in 2018 and the World Field Championships in 
2020.

That stands as a strong affirmation of the job local archery of-
ficials and this entire community performed in pulling off the WAYC 
in June. If international officials had not been impressed by Yankton, 
it would have been easy for them to send these tourneys elsewhere, 
to point to Yankton’s relatively small size as such venues go  — if you 
recall, Yankton beat out Mexico City to land the WAYC — to dismiss 
its bids.

But the fact that archery officials came back to Yankton with not 
one but two world events says something.

Yankton is an impressive place for an archery tournament. And 
as local officials noted during a press conference Friday, the archery 
world knows what Yankton is all about now.

The next step is get keep getting that word out around the region, 
which could help draw even more people to this community.

Speaking of which, the two upcoming world tournaments could 
provide a jolt to local tourism because, unlike the WAYC held here 
this past summer, the next two tourneys will be held in non-tourist 
seasons. The 2018 Indoor Tournament will be held in February, which 
is a terribly slow month in terms of lodgings and general tourism ac-
tivity. The 2020 Field Championships will be held in September, which 
is part of the so-called shoulder season for tourism when numbers 
drop off from the summer months.

The 2018 tournament also puts a spotlight on the fact that Yankton 
has one of the finest indoor archery facilities anywhere, with its 
90-meter indoor range being one of the few in the world.

But what else persuaded world archery officials — and this is very 
important to remember and says a lot about the Yankton area — is 
the wholehearted support that was shown by the community for the 
WAYC. There was a great army of volunteers who worked for free, 
which is something that is almost unheard of at some other major 
venues. Also, the activities that were arranged for the young WAYC 
participants also sent a message that local organizers were looking 
out for the athletes and other participants in a way that many other 
sites do not. It could be argued that this was Yankton’s small-town 
personality coming through and serving as a big plus.

Yankton has become a major player in the archery world, and 
that is due to the hard work of National Field Archery Association 
president Bruce Cull and his staff. But without the community itself 
supporting these ventures, that standing might not be what it is now.

Archery has become a major selling point for this town. It’s been 
a group effort that has made it so. We have no doubts that spirit will 
continue.

kmh

W R I T E  U S
Make your feelings known! Write to the PRESS & DAKOTAN on a topic of the day, in response 

to an editorial or story. Write us at: Letters, 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078, drop off at 319 Walnut 

in Yankton, fax to (605) 665-1721 or email to kelly.hertz@yankton.net/.

The View page provides a forum for open discussion of issues and interests 
affecting our readers. Initialed editorials represent the opinion of the writer, but 
not necessarily that of the PRESS & DAKOTAN. Bylined columns represent the 
view of the author. We welcome letters on current topics. Questions regarding the 
Views page should be directed to Kelly Hertz at kelly.hertz@yankton.net/.
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