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The Press and Dakotan will be closing at noon 
Thursday, Dec. 24, and closed all day Friday, Dec. 25.

The Press and Dakotan will also be closed Thursday,
Dec. 31 at 3:00 pm and closed all day Friday, Jan. 1.
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Publish Date Deadline Date

Sat., Dec. 26 Tues., Dec. 22

Mon., Dec. 28 Tues., Dec. 22

Out On The Town Wed., Dec. 23

Tues., Dec. 29 Wed., Dec. 23

Wed., Dec. 30 Thurs., Dec. 24, Noon

FRIDAY DEC. 1 - NO PAPER
Sat., Jan. 2 Tues., Dec. 29

Mon., Jan. 4 Tues., Dec. 29

Out On The Town Wed., Dec. 30

Tues., Jan. 5 Wed., Dec. 30

Wed., Jan. 6 Thurs., Dec. 31, 3pm
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is going to cause troubles in 
the long run.”

The songs for the show in-
clude rock classics like “Shout 
It Out Loud” and “Mustang 
Sally,” which fit into the usual 
playlists for YHS pep band. 
Carr hopes to permanently 
add these song selections to 
the repertoire. 

Not only will the band 
members gain new songs, but 
also new experiences. 

The WorldStrides program 
brings in bands from across 
the country, and also recruits 
prestigious band directors 
from universities to direct the 
half-time performance. 

“In addition to the musical 
experience they gain from 

participating in the event, they 
also get to travel to another 
area of the country,” Johnke 
said. “They also gain from a 
great bonding experience with 
their fellow band members.”

These opportunities also 
help boost morale for the YHS 
band numbers. Because of the 
decline in enrollment that area 
schools have suffered over the 
past several years, it can be 
difficult for activity numbers 
to stay consistent. 

Fortunately, YHS has had 
a steady increase of band 
members, according to Carr. In 
the past two years, the band 
has gained approximately 30 
students. 

“There is a little bit of 
recruitment that goes along 
with it,” Carr said. “The kids 
get this experience and they 
feel good about what they are 

doing. That means we can 
kind of work a little harder 
the next year. I call it a pay 
day. You work really hard for a 
long time and eventually you 
get paid. This trip is their pay 
day.”

The bus is set to leave at 
3 a.m. Saturday morning on 
a 30-hour trek to Orlando. 
Although not excited for the 
drive, students are looking 
forward to reaching the beach, 
Carr said. Students are also 
provided with a two-day pass 
to Universal Studios and Is-
lands of Adventure, along with 
a recognition and dance party 
at Universal Studios before 
they return to the winter of 
South Dakota on New Years 
Day. 

Follow @alwooc01 on 
Twitter.
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was astonishment and ex-
citement.”

The move-in process 
began at 8 a.m. and was 
finished by 10 a.m., two 
hours before the planned 
conclusion. 

“The move-in committee 
did a really good job in mak-
ing sure it went smoothly,” 
Erickson said. “There were 
enough movers present in 
order to make it a smooth 
transition. They should be 

commended for doing a 
good job.”

The hospice center con-
nected with ASJCC is still 
undergoing construction. 
Erickson estimates it will be 
complete by late February.

The move was originally 
scheduled for Dec. 1 before 
being pushed to Dec. 8. 
When it became apparent 
the work on the building 
wouldn’t be complete by 
then, the new move-in date 
was Dec. 22.

“We wanted to make sure 
everything was done so the 
residents and staff didn’t 
have to jump around con-
tractors,” said Erickson. 

Now that the residents 
are moved out, the cleaning 
process for the AYCC will 
begin. The building will be 
cleared out and ready for 
Mount Marty College (MMC) 
to claim ownership by Jan. 1.

When the decision was 
made to create the new 
Sister James addition, the 
board of directors for AYCC 
ultimately decided MMC 
would benefit from the extra 
space.

“We are affiliated with 
the Benedictine Sisters and 
MMC, so it made sense to 
look at the decision through 
a community partnership 
perspective,” Erickson said. 

“It was a good decision to 
give it to MMC and will be a 
good decision for our com-
munity going forward.”

With the move complete, 
ASJCC is now the largest 
long-term care facility in the 
state.

The ASJCC is a 
55,000-square-foot addition 
to the Avera Sacred Heart 
Majestic Bluffs campus. In 
addition to the hospice cent-
er and the private rooms, 
there is a “town center” that 
includes a deli, pub and 
movie theatre.

Follow @ReillyBiel on 
Twitter.
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project as dead Tuesday. 
Obama has one year remain-
ing in his second and final 
term as president.

“They’re going to have 
to start from ground zero 
again,” said Robin Martinez, 
a lawyer from Kansas City, 
Missouri, who represents op-
ponent Dakota Rural Action.

William Taylor, a lawyer 
from Sioux Falls who rep-
resents TransCanada, said 
the company isn’t giving up 
now with a new president 13 
months away.

“The project has not been 
abandoned,” Taylor said. “We 
don’t know what the next 
president will do.”

Nelson, the PUC’s chair-
man, said a rejection by the 
next president would mean 
the project’s end in South 
Dakota.

“I think that’s something 
to keep in mind,” Nelson said.

Keystone
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COURTESY PHOTO
Krysta Anson, a Household Guide, prepares resident Mari-
lyn Perry to leave the Avera Yankton Care Center for her 
new room at the Avera Sister James Care Center.

Greek Parliament Legalizes Same-Sex Civil Partnerships
BY DEREK GATOPOULOS
Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — 
Greece’s parliament has 
overwhelmingly approved 
legislation legalizing civil part-
nerships for gay couples, two 
years after the country was 
condemned by a European hu-
man rights court for discrimi-
nation.

In a result announced early 
Wednesday, lawmakers voted 
193-56 in favor of the bill to 
extend civil partnerships to 
same-sex couples, but provi-
sions regarding family law 
that could pave the way for 
adoption applications by gay 
couples were dropped before 
the vote.

Conservative bishops in 
Greece’s powerful Orthodox 
Church vehemently opposed 
the law, arguing that it under-
mined the institution of family.

“Homosexuality is a devia-
tion from the laws of nature. It 

is a social crime, a sin. Those 
who experience or support 
it are not normal people,” 
said Bishop Amvrosios of the 
southern town of Kalavryta, 
where church bells tolled 
Tuesday in opposition to the 
bill.

In a 2013 ruling, the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Court of Human 
Rights found that Greek 
legislation was discriminatory 
and ordered Greece to pay 
damages to the gay couples 
who brought the lawsuit.

Civil partnerships, intro-
duced in 2008, are favored by 
couples seeking legal rights 
without getting married or 
who are deterred by lengthy 
divorce procedures. But same-
sex couples were barred from 
civil partnerships.

Lawmakers from the 
governing leftist Syriza party 
backed the bill, standing to 
clap when it passed, while the 

main opposition conservatives 
were split on the vote.

The human rights group 
Amnesty International called 
the new law a “significant 
and historic step in the right 
direction.”

Several hundred pro-gay 
rights protesters gathered 
outside parliament before 
the vote, under a large ban-
ner that read “Love is the 
law.”

“This is a good start, 
even though this law doesn’t 
cover everything,” Philippos 
Paganis, a 21-year-old mem-
ber of the gay rights group 
Colour Youth, told the AP.

“We want to keep up the 
pressure ... for same-sex mar-
riages to be allowed — that 
gives you more rights — and 
to make it easier for people 
to declare their gender,” he 
said.


