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Teen Remains In Mexico, Mom Deported
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The Texas teenager known for using 

an “affluenza” defense in a fatal drunken-driving accident likely 
won’t return to the U.S. anytime soon because of a Mexican 
judge’s decision to delay his deportation Wednesday, but a 
Mexico immigration official said his mother was being flown to 
Los Angeles.

Richard Hunter, chief deputy for the U.S. Marshals Service 
in South Texas, said during a news conference in Houston that 
a three-day court injunction granted to Ethan Couch will likely 
take at least two weeks to resolve.

Later in the day, however, the teen’s mother, Tonya Couch, 
was put on a plane to be flown from Guadalajara to Los Angeles, 
an official with Mexico’s National Immigration Institute told The 
Associated Press.

The official, who was not authorized to discuss the case and 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said the woman was sent to 
the United States because immigration authorities did not re-
ceive a judge’s injunction like the one that temporarily blocked 
her son’s deportation.

Ethan Couch was transported late Wednesday to Mexico 
City, the official said. The decision to move Couch was made 
because the Mexico City facility for detaining migrants is larger 
and better equipped to hold someone for days or weeks. The 
official would not say if he was being moved by air or ground.

Friend Of Shooter Indicted On Charges
RIVERSIDE, Calif. (AP) — A friend of one of the shooters 

in the San Bernardino massacre that killed 14 people was in-
dicted Wednesday on charges that include conspiring in a pair 
of previous planned attacks and making false statements when 
he bought the guns used in this month’s shootings, authorities 
said.

The indictment by a federal grand jury avoids the need for 
a probable cause hearing before a judge to determine whether 
24-year-old Enrique Marquez Jr. should stand trial on the five 
counts.

The charges include conspiring with shooter Syed Farook 
to carry out attacks in 2011 and 2012.

Prosecutors said in court documents that Marquez and Fa-
rook planned to use pipe bombs and guns to kill people at the 
college they attended and others stuck in rush-hour traffic on 
a California freeway. The plots fizzled, and they never acted.

Marquez is also charged with two counts for saying in 
paperwork that two assault rifles he later gave to Farook were 
only for himself or his immediate family.

Officials Report Foiling Plans For Attacks
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — With less than 48 hours left in 2015, 

Turkey on Wednesday became the latest country to announce 
the foiling of a holiday attack plot, detaining two suspected 
Islamic State militants believed to be planning suicide bombings 
during New Year celebrations in the capital city’s heart.

“They were caught before they had the opportunity to 
take action,” said the office of the chief prosecutor of Ankara, 
Turkey’s capital.

The men were detained in a raid on a house in the low-in-
come Mamak neighborhood, where police seized a suicide vest 
armed with a bomb, a second explosive device that was forti-
fied with ball bearings and metal sticks and concealed inside a 
back pack, as well as bomb-making equipment, according to the 
prosecutor’s office.

The two men, Turkish nationals identified only by their 
initials M.C. and A.Y., were being questioned by anti-terrorism 
police. The prosecutor’s office said the men had staked out 
possible locations in Ankara where they could carry out the 
attacks.

The state-run Anadolu Agency, quoting unnamed police and 
judiciary officials, said the would-be bombers had intended 
to blow themselves up during holiday festivities at bars and a 
shopping mall in the central Kizilay district.

Reforms Should Make Force Last Option
CHICAGO (AP) — Mayor Rahm Emanuel said Wednesday 

that Chicago police must be better trained to distinguish 
between when they can use a gun and when they should use a 
gun, after a series of shootings by officers sparked protests and 
complaints that police are too quick to fire their weapons.

Emanuel announced changes in police training and depart-
ment policies on use of force during a news conference, pledg-
ing “nothing less than complete and total reform.” Reforms, he 
said, will include doubling the number of Tasers available to of-
ficers — from 700 to 1,400— as he works to restore public trust 
in Chicago’s 12,000-officer force and in his administration.

“Our police officers have a very difficult and dangerous job. 
They put their lives on the line so the rest of us can be safe. 
And like all of us, they are human and they make mistakes,” the 
mayor said. “Our job is to reduce the chances of mistakes.”

Emanuel pledged training to make police encounters with 
citizens “less confrontational and more conversational.” And he 
said “force can be the last option, not the first choice.”

“Just because you train that you can use force doesn’t mean 
you should,” he said. “And helping officers (make) that distinc-
tion — and the training that goes with it — is essential.”

Apple Agrees To Pay $350 Million In Case
ROME (AP) — Apple has agreed to pay Italy 318 million 

euros (about $350 million) in taxes for several past years, 
prosecutors said Wednesday, part of a broader European ef-
fort to make multinationals pay what they owe in each country 
where they do business.

Italy has already brought several cases against global tech-
nology companies that have headquarters in low-tax nations 
like Ireland to avoid paying higher taxes in other countries, 
like Italy. The practice, called profit-shifting, has come under 
attack from the European Union, which wants multinationals 
to pay tax where they earn their revenue, and not where they 
have their regional base.

The EU’s 28 states agreed in October to share details of tax 
deals they reach with big companies to make sure they are 
fair to other countries. The EU has already ordered Starbucks 
and Fiat to pay millions in back taxes to Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands, respectively.

Milan prosecutors on Wednesday confirmed a report in 
daily La Repubblica that Apple agreed to pay the sum for the 
years spanning 2008-2013. The prosecutors said Apple’s tax 
liabilities for the five successive years will hinge on an interna-
tional ruling on such cases. They declined to give details.

They also declined to discuss how payment of back taxes 
might affect a criminal probe, conducted by the prosecutors, 
into suspected tax evasion by three Apple employees. La 
Repubblica said two of the employees are executives based in 
Italy while the third is based in Ireland.

Rescue Crews Assist With Evacuations  
For Residents In Midwest Flooding

Cosby Charged With 2004 Drugging, Sex Assault Of Woman

BY JIM SALTER
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — As swollen 
rivers and streams pushed 
to heights not seen in nearly 
a quarter-century, officials in 
Missouri and Illinois helped 
residents get to higher ground 
Wednesday amid fears that 
already dire conditions could 
worsen as floodwaters began 
spilling over federal levees 
protecting communities and 
farmland.

In Eureka southwest of St. 
Louis, firefighters and their 
boats have been in high de-
mand since Tuesday, account-
ing for roughly four dozen res-
cues of people in their homes, 
businesses or vehicles. Televi-
sion news footage showed at 
least one home there drifting in 
the swollen river Wednesday, 
when firefighters rescued by 
boat a man and a dog as flood-
waters lapped at the eaves of 
the house roof on which they’d 
been trapped for a night.

“Our crews are getting 
dispatched to another rescue 
now,” Scott Barthelmass, a 
Eureka Fire Protection District 
spokesman, said mid-afternoon 
Wednesday as the swollen 
Meramec River there was 
cresting. “I think you’re seeing 
people who are desperate or 
impatient, putting themselves 
in predicaments.”

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers announced Wednes-
day that nine levees had been 
topped by water. Most of those 
earthen barriers were meant to 
protect farmland rather than 
populated areas and another 
was along now-deserted, man-
made Chouteau Island near St. 
Louis on the Illinois side of the 
Mississippi River.

Nearly a dozen other levees 
considered at risk for “possible 
significant distress,” were hold-
ing as of Wednesday evening, 
but people were moving out 
just in case. Michael Pennise, 
mayor of the St. Louis suburb 
of Valley Park, ordered manda-
tory evacuations for 350 to 
400 homes and dozens of busi-

nesses in the section of town 
near the fast-rising Meramec 
River.

At least 20 deaths over 
several days in Missouri and Il-
linois were blamed on flooding, 
mostly involving vehicles that 
drove onto swamped road-
ways, and at least two people 
were still missing Wednesday.

And search teams went 
out for a third day in hopes of 
finding a country music singer 
from Arkansas who disap-
peared while duck hunting in a 
flooded area in northern Okla-
homa. The floodwaters there 
also destroyed a leftover film 
set used in the 2003 remake of 
“Where the Red Fern Grows.”

A 24-mile stretch of Inter-
state 44 was closed at Valley 
Park southwest of St. Louis due 
to Meramec River flooding. 
The closure forced traffic onto 
other nearby roads, creating 
gridlock in the St. Louis region. 
Officials said the highway will 
likely remain closed through 
at least Friday. Missouri Gov. 
Jay Nixon has activated the 
National Guard to assist with 
security in evacuated areas 
and to help keep road closure 
sites clear.

Valley Park City Attorney 
Tim Engelmeyer called the gov-
ernor’s office to send troops to 
help in the evacuated area of 
the about 7,000-person town. 
He was also watching com-
puter projections of the crest 
— expected to be about 3 feet 
higher than the record of 40 
feet on Thursday — knowing 
that an unexpected upgrade 
could be enough to send water 
over the levee.

“We’re so close,” he said. 
“We’re talking about a potential 
6-inch difference.”

Pennise said the corps 
is confident the levee, built 
in 2007, is safe, but ordered 
evacuations as a precaution.

“You don’t want to think 
negative, but we’d rather save 
a life than a couch,” Pennise 
said.

Becky Bode, a 54-year-old 
postal carrier whose route 
includes lower Valley Park, said 
the area used to flood so fre-
quently that residents mostly 
had flood insurance. With the 
levee, many don’t.

Still, she’s not worried 
about the residents.

“They’ve been through it 
before,” Bode said. “If it floods, 

they’ll pop back up and get 
going again.”

In the southwestern Mis-
souri tourist mecca of Branson, 
residents of about 150 duplex-
es and homes had to evacuate 
Wednesday due to flooding 
from a manmade lake. But the 
shopping district along the 
lake was still open, Fire Chief 
Ted Martin said, adding, “it has 
been packed with people, and 
I don’t know where all of them 
have come from.”

Sixty miles to the north in 
Pleasant Hope, the emergency 
management director said 
crews are looking for a missing 
motorist.

“Nobody that is living has 
ever seen anything like this,” 
Rick Davis said.

Three-day rainfall totals of 
9 to 11 inches were records 
in some parts of an area that 
stretched from southwest to 
east-central Missouri, said 
Mark Fuchs, a hydrologist for 
the National Weather Service 
in St. Louis. Rainfall totals of 
that magnitude occur only 
every 100 to 300 years, accord-
ing to rainfall frequency data 
from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.

BY MARYCLAIRE DALE
Associated Press

ELKINS PARK, Pa. — Bill 
Cosby was arrested in the 
twilight of his life and career 
Wednesday and charged with 
a decade-old sex crime after 
a barrage of accusations from 
dozens of women made a 
mockery of his image as TV’s 
wise and understanding Dr. 
Cliff Huxtable.

Holding a cane, the 78-year-
old comedian walked slowly 
and unsteadily into court on 
the arms of his lawyers to an-
swer charges he drugged and 
sexually assaulted a woman 
less than half his age at his 
suburban Philadelphia home 
in 2004. He had no comment as 
he was released on $1 million 
bail.

The case marks the first 
time Cosby has been charged 
with sexual misconduct 
despite years of lurid allega-
tions and sets the stage for 
perhaps the biggest Hollywood 
celebrity trial of the mobile-
news era.

“Make no mistake: We 
intend to mount a vigorous 
defense against this unjustified 
charge, and we expect that Mr. 
Cosby will be exonerated by 
a court of law,” his attorney 
Monique Pressley said in a 
statement.

The 
decision to 
prosecute 
came just 
days before 
Pennsylva-
nia’s 12-year 
statute of 
limitations 
for bringing 
charges was 
set to run out. 
It represents an about-face by 
the district attorney’s office, 
which under a previous DA 
declined to charge Cosby in 
2005 when the woman first told 
police that the comic put his 
hands down her pants.

The former “Cosby Show” 
star and breaker of racial 
barriers was charged with 
aggravated indecent assault, 
punishable by five to 10 years 
in prison and a $25,000 fine. He 
did not have to enter a plea.

Prosecutors accused 
Cosby of plying former Temple 
University employee Andrea 
Constand with pills and wine, 
then penetrating her with his 
fingers without her consent 
while she was drifting in and 
out of consciousness, unable 
to resist or cry out.

She was “frozen, paralyzed, 
unable to move,” Montgomery 
County District Attorney-elect 
Kevin Steele said. In court 
papers, prosecutors said the 

drugs were the cold medi-
cine Benadryl or some other, 
unidentified substance. Steele 
noted that Cosby has admitted 
giving quaaludes to women he 
wanted to have sex with.

Cosby acknowledged under 
oath a decade ago that he had 
sexual contact with Constand 
but said it was consensual.

Wearing a black-and-white 
hooded sweater, Cosby tripped 
on a curb as he made his way 
into court. Inside, he seemed 
to have trouble seeing the pa-
perwork and finding the place 
to sign, and his lawyers helped 
him hold the pen. But he 
seemed at ease, laughing and 
chatting with his attorneys.

When the judge said, “Good 
luck to you, sir,” he shouted: 
“Thank you!”

Prosecutors reopened the 
case over the summer as dam-
aging testimony was unsealed 
in Constand’s related civil 
lawsuit against Cosby and as 
dozens of other women came 
forward with similar accusa-
tions that destroyed his good-
guy image as America’s Dad.

“Reopening this case was 
not a question. Rather, reopen-
ing this case was our duty as 
law enforcement officers,” said 
Steele, who is the top deputy 
in the DA’s office and will take 
over next week.

In court papers, prosecu-

tors said there are probably 
other women who were simi-
larly drugged and violated by 
Cosby. Steele urged them to 
come forward.

Constand, now 42, lives in 
Toronto and works as a mas-
sage therapist. Her attorney, 
Dolores Troiani, welcomed the 
charges.

“She feels that they believe 
her, and to any victim, that is 
foremost in your mind: Are 
people going to believe me?” 
Troiani said. The attorney 
added: “Naturally it is troubling 
that it took until the eleventh 
hour for this day to arrive. She 
is hopeful that her patience 
has encouraged other victims 
to come forward.”

Cosby also faces a raft of 
defamation and sexual-abuse 
lawsuits filed in Massachusetts, 
Los Angeles and Pennsylvania. 
But in nearly every case, it is 
too late to file criminal charges. 
One exception: a 2008 case 
involving a model at the Play-
boy Mansion in Los Angeles. It 
is still under investigation by 
police.

A key question if the 
Pennsylvania case goes to trial 
is whether the judge will allow 
testimony from some of those 
other accusers to show a pat-
tern of “bad acts.” The judge 
could decide such testimony 
would be unfair to Cosby.
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Flood waters reached the homes along Fifth Street on Wednesday, Dec. 30 in Pacific, Mo. 
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