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Talking About
Nothing, Again...

BY TOBIN BARNES

Nope, there will be no more
discussion about the global
war on terror from this guy.

After spending three weeks
nattering on about something
with which I'm only vaguely
familiar and totally unqualified
to comment upon, [ have decid-
ed to come back to my roots.
That’s right. I'm going to talk
about nothing in
particular...again. Like usual.

It's not that serious sub-
stance doesn’t suit me—I think
I made as good a case on that
deeply important global prob-
lem as any other blathering
idiot—it’s just that solemn,
well-intentioned analysis hardly
ever makes any difference any-
way. So why bother?

After all, nothing ever really
happens until there’s some
mind-blowing crisis that can'’t
be swept under the rug and
simply ignored like everything
else. It’s the modus operandi of
human kind throughout histo-
ry. Emotion trumps analysis
every time.

Nope, I'm going back to writ-
ing about nothing in particu-
lar—at least for a while.

Yeah, nothing in particular
like what a cold, rotten, stormy
winter it’s been.

There. Enough said about
that one. Who wants to hear
anymore?

Hey, this nothing-in-particu-
lar stuff is easier than [ remem-
ber.

And, let’s see, other noth-
ings in particular, such as my
puppy getting a really rare,
weird disease and dying after
getting to live for only four
months. Uh huh, it was a bum-
mer. Scout was a good little dog
with a lot of potential.

And it’s sad.

We've talked about this kind
of stuff before. How when com-
pared to the mass of misery
out there needing to be docu-
mented and grieved and
addressed, we sometimes get
caught up in little tragedies
that might better be quickly
passed over and given little
regard—little tragedies like the
grossly premature death of a
puppy.

That little loss is a mere
drop in the ocean of the global
suffering that takes place every
day. Therefore, it’s hardly
remarkable in comparison.

But, nevertheless, | mention
it anyway. Little tragedies make
an impact, too, just like little
joys. Actually, they are much of
what life is made of. If it were all
big stuff, good and bad, we
couldn’t cope.

So I think I'll treasure my lit-
tle bouts of sadness and joy and
pass on the big ones; that is, if

it’s a matter of
choice, which I
highly doubt.

And some
more recent
nothings in par-
ticular...?

How about
trying to lose
weight, a theme
that touches

Barnes

most of us?

As for me, it’s been so far so
good. I'm about twenty-five
pounds less than I was this time
last year. I guess that’s one of
those little joys I was talking
about.

But as we've often been told
by the media, the process of los-
ing weight and then keeping it
off, statistically, is likely to be a
failure. Now that certainly quali-
fies as a little sadness.

That'’s right. Most people
can't keep the weight off that
they’ve struggled mightily to
take off. In other words, taking it
off is easier than keeping it off.

Huh.

When [ talked about this sub-
ject last summer, [ was
approaching a total weight loss
of nearly twenty pounds. I said
at the time that after all the
effort it took, I shouldn’t weigh a
mere twenty pounds less, [
should weigh only twenty
pounds, period. That’s what the
effort feels like.

Yeah, it’s a job, an everyday
grind, and, admittedly, things
have slowed down this fall and
winter. As I said, I'm now at a
twenty-five pound weight loss,
total, only five more pounds
than last summer.

The cause of the weight-loss
slowdown must be my caveman
genes. It's like I need to pre-
serve some bulk like our ances-
tors to survive the life-threaten-
ing winter. But like the appen-
dix, this latent characteristic no
longer does us much good.

It's one of nature’s cruel
jokes. Ha, ha, I can almost see
some humor. My genes are
making me work as hard now
just to keep weight off as [ was
when I was losing it.

But then on the bright side,
I'm not gaining weight as I sta-
tistically should be, which is an
unqualified little joy.

If only this and a few other
little joys could continue. That
would certainly be more than
nothing in particular.

Tobin's website:
http/tobin.barnes.blogspot.com

Tobin Barnes, a high school
English teacher, gets his skewed
viewpoints of life from staring too
much at Crow Peak, which looms
above his home a few miles out-
side Spearfish.
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Tom And Ray Say No To Dangerous Idea

BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:

My problem is my 1995 Chevy High-Top
Conversion Van model G20. I am a fanatical
sports fan. I never miss a football or baseball
game. I also do a lot of RV-ing, so [ spend a lot
of time on the road. My RV van has a TV screen
for the second and third row of passengers. In
order to indulge both my sports and RV hob-
bies at the same time, | have set up a large mir-
ror on the seat back of the second row so that
it reflects the image on the TV. Then I adjust
my rearview mirror so that I can see the TV
image reflected on the large mirror behind me.
This way, [ never miss a touchdown play or
game-winning home run while [ am driving. My
problem is that since the conversion from ana-
log to digital TV, I can no longer enjoy the
games. [ have been unable to find a 12-volt digi-
tal converter for the TV. Can you help me? -

CLICK & CLACK

your gas mileage.
RAY: We can't help you with this, Art. I

Art

RAY: [ have a better idea, Art. Why don’t
you mount a TV right where the hood orna-
ment belongs? Then you can watch the game

and the road at the same time.

TOM: [ wouldn’t go any wider than 60 inch-
es, though. Any bigger, and you'll really eat into

people on the road.

mean, we can, but we won't.
TOM: The reason we won't is to keep you
from killing yourself or some other innocent

RAY: Unless that’s part of the plan, Art. In
which case, while you're doing time for vehicu-
lar homicide, you can watch all the games you

want in the prison common room.

TOM: Of course, you'll have to fight off all
those sex offenders who want to control the
remote.

RAY: This is a bad idea, Art. When you're
watching TV, you're not watching the road. And
at 70 mph, you're traveling 100 feet per second!
What happens when there’s a 95-yard touch-
down interception? You could run over six or
eight Smart Cars.

TOM: Get yourself a Sirius XM satellite
radio receiver for the van instead. They've got
packages that provide live radio feeds for
every baseball and football game. Listening
while you drive is a lot safer than watching - as
long as you don't spike your Mountain Dew
Slurpee into the windshield when your team
scores.

Do you really need that truck if you only make one
trip to the lumberyard per year? Find out what kind of car
NOT to get in Tom and Ray’s pamphlet “Should I Buy,
Lease, or Steal My Next Car?” Send $4.75 (check or money
g;df:;r) to Next Car, PO. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-

75.

Got a question about cars? Write to Click
and Clack in care of this newspaper, or e-mail
them by visiting the Car Talk Web site at
www.cartalk.com.

© 2010, King Features Syndicate, Inc.

KYB Earns Visionary Membership To SAPA

JULIE PERAKSLIS, DIRECTOR
Keep Yankton Beautifull

Keep Yankton Beautiful (KYB)
is proud to have earned a
Visionary membership from
SAPA this past week.

John Clifton, SAPA’'s General
Manager said “we believe that
everyone benefits from a clean
and beautiful Yankton. We agree
that how a community looks
directly impacts economic devel-
opment in attracting new busi-
ness and in keeping a strong and
stable workforce here in
Yankton. We support these initia-
tives and we support this com-
munity. We're proud to be a
Visionary member and to con-
tribute to the ongoing progress
and efforts of KYB. We've been
supportive in the past and know
KYB has made a lot of progress.
We hope our continued support
helps KYB grow and further
their mission.”

This award is a great start to
our annual membership drive
and our goal to get strong com-
munity and individual involve-
ment in our mission.

We are stewards of our envi-
ronment and our mission is to
motivate citizens to take greater
responsibility for improving it,

as well as enhancing the beauty
of our city through litter preven-
tion, waste reduction, and beau-
tification projects. To that end,
we are so grateful to SAPA for
their support and for
“believ[ing] investing in the com-
munity is an investment in our-
selves.”

We are also very grateful to
all of you have supported us
over the last 10 years in mem-
berships, partnerships, dona-
tions and volunteer hours.

IRENE-WAKONDA HONOR ROLL

COYOTE COMMITMENT AWARD

VERMILLION — Area high
school graduates enrolling in The
University of South Dakota in the
fall of 2010 are among the recipi-
ents of The University's presti-
gious Coyote Commitment awards.

Presented annually to academi-
cally talented high school gradu-
ates, the Coyote Commitment pro-
vides renewable, scholarship
assistance for incoming students
for up to four years of enrollment
at USD.

Funded by the USD Foundation
through various scholarship
donors, the Coyote Commitment is
part of more than $5.3 million in
annual scholarships awarded by
the USD Foundation to The
University of South Dakota under-
graduate and graduate students.

USD awarded Coyote
Commitments to the following
area freshmen for Fall 2010: Karley
Boecker, Amanda Janssen and
Kristin Steffen of Crofton High
School; Michaela Meiers of Avon
High School; Timothy Norling of
Centerville High School; Molly

Long and Chandler Hunt of Dakota
Valley High School; Benjamin
Staum of Elk Point-Jefferson High
School; Scott Millar of Platte-
Geddes High School; Jamie Konyek
of Andes Central High School;
Morgan Bialas of Parkston High
School; Cole Andre, Elise Berheim,
Steffani Donahoe, Lacey Leichtnam
and Erik Ustad of Vermillion High
School; Carrie Austin of
Centerville High School; Rebecca
Anderson and Nathan Glanzer of
Viborg High School; Kayla Salonen,
Kelsey Grosshuesch and Alex
Hohenthaner of Yankton High
School.

DLP Digital Cinema
in all Auditoriums

@

YANKTON MALL - 605-665-6388

'SHOWS BEFORE 7:00 PLAY FRI-SUN ONLY

THE EDGE OF DARKNESS R 1:15 4:10 7:05 9:40
AVATAR PG 1:00 4:30 8:00

DEAR JOHN pG-13 1:30 4:15 7:05 9:30
THE BOOK OF ELI R 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:40
TOOTH FAIRY PG 1:15 4:20 7:15 9:40

<ALL SHOWTIMES INCLUDE PRE-FERTURE CONTENT - www.carmike.com

Check out these advantages

Bl Uses nature’s renewable energy
& Save up to 70%

H Comfortable and quiet

I Exceptional warranties

"H Free hot water

—

CLIMATEMASTER

© ClimateMaster, Inc. 2003

Your Geothermal Experts

How Do You Feel About High
Heating Costs?

(check all that apply)

[ Depressed [ Anxious .
[ Vulnerable [dMad S
[ Out of Control ~ [] Frustrated

[0 None of the Above - I have a
ClimateMaster geothermal system

www.climatemaster.com 1-800-299-9747

Air Conditioning

1901 Broadway, Yankton, SD

665-3970

A HONOR ROLL
Seniors: Casey Hessman, Karli Rye,
Zach Sorensen
Juniors: Ann Brockmueller, Candace
Merchen, Liz Nutley, Lea Schaefer, Carly
Wilson
Sophomores: Melissa Hessman, Haley
Hinseth, Morgan Lee
Freshmen: Mackenzie Huber
8th Grade: Preston Larson,
Ostrem, Michael Saffel
7th Grade: Skyler Heirigs, Jessica
Johnson

Justin

B HONOR ROLL
Seniors: Dylan Hauger, Justin Polley,
Tate Schroeder, Dan Sokolowski
Juniors: Alyas Buzard, Holly Schenk,
Chelsey Steffen

Sophomores: Scott Davis, Pearl
Gaidelis, Dustin Knutson, Lauren Mews,
Cash Murphy, Luke Schroeder, Sam
Smith, Tucker Sorensen

Freshmen: Dillon Buchanan, Jeremy
Davis, Jessica Djurkowitsch, Lucas
Gustad, Trevor Hansen, Jamie Healy,
Chris Heirigs, Trisha Kathol, Maggie
Kribell, Dustin Livingston, Jake Vollmer

8th Grade: Rainy Brewer Nysven, Daniel
Brue, Bailey Hinseth, Kevin Hinseth,
Josie Huber, Sydney Nielsen, Ashleigh
Schroeder, Sheyanne Sorensen

7th Grade: Allyson Gartner, Calla
Harper, Stephanie Hauger, Jack
Johnson, Amy Morman, Matt Nelson,
Chloe Nielsen, Lauren Sokolowski

KAHILDLS
Steak, Fish
& Chophouse
Exquisite Menu
Elegant Décor
Attentive Service

Indoor Pool
& Whirlpool

Exercise Facility
Room Service

RO

Conference Genter

ROMANCE PACKAGE $99

Deluxe guest room

Magnificent ith ch d chocol
RiverView 1 o st buffet for two in KAHILLS
reakfast buffet for two in .
LUXURIOUS
Spacious Suites DINE & ROMANCE PACKAGE
& Guest Rooms $149
Flat Screen TVS Deluxe guest room with champagne,
gift basket and in-room movie.
AMENITIES | Ehend o vy

Breakfast buffet for two in KAHILLS.
Add a second night for only $49

Prices good Feb. 1, 2010 through Feb. 28, 2010

Call 800-798-7980 today

to book your getaway
or visit marina-inn.com

MARINA INN

The only thing we OVERLOOK is THE RIVER

MAKE FEBRUARY
EXTRA SPECIAL:

Celebrate with a

Packages do not include tax.

for more information.

4th & B Streets
So. Sioux City, NE

marina-inn.com

achieved without the support
and commitment of the City of
Yankton, our members, donors,
sponsors and volunteers, or the
companies and organizations we
partnered with.

As we look to the future and
expanding our beautification
programs, including continued
work on Highway 50, educational
programs, electronic waste, recy-
cling support, litter prevention
- programs and expanding into
Yankton County, we need your
support.

We hope you will be interest-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Julie Perakslis, director of Keep Yankton Beautiful was recently
presented with a check from Sapa as part of earning a Visionary
membership to the company. Pictured are Tom Nelson, KYB
President, Perakslis and John Clifton, Sapa plant manager.

In 2009 we logged 3,300 vol-
unteer hours for the Great
American Cleanup, Missouri
River Cleanup, Cigarette Litter

Prevention Program,

International Coastal Cleanup
and the Hazardous Household

Waste Collection.

Every $1 spent returned an
average of $10 to the community.
We also logged 3,500 hours in
Educational Programs and 3,000+
hours in beautification projects.

None of this could have been

We invite you to join our Encore! Program
if you have at least 50 candles on your
birthday cake and you enjoy getting extra
perks and rewards.

As an Encore! member, you’ll enjoy:

* Exceptional travel opportunities at a great value

* Financial seminars, educational and social events

* Free traveler’s checks, money orders and bank checks

Plus, check out our Rewards Checking account:
* UChoose Reward program

e No minimum balance

* No monthly fee

e Free checks and Visa® checkcard

* Free Online Banking and Bill Pay

* Free notary service

e Free or discounted coffee!

To become an Encore! member contact
April Tompkins today!

260-8674 — North Broadway
665-8205 — Hy-Vee
www.homefederal.com

HOME FED

Member FDIC
Equal Housing Lender

A subsidiary of HF Financial Corp.
NASDAQ: HFFC

With so much to offer,
learn what Home Federal can do for you.

ed in joining our planning com-
mittees to help us achieve these
goals.

We will be running a member-
ship form in the Press & Dakotan
on Wednesday, Feb. 10, Saturday,
Feb. 13 and Tuesday, Feb. 16 for
your convenience.

You can also call us at (605)
838-0665 (must dial the 605, but
it is a local call) or e-mail at
info@keepyanktonbeautiful.org
to have membership materials
sent to you, or if you have any
questions, suggestions or ideas.

We also want to thank Brad
Dykes who is retiring from Hy-
Vee this week and who has been
a tremendous support to Keep
Yankton Beautiful over the years.

BANK

Personal | Business | Ag | Home Loans | Trust | Investments

Direct deposit and $100 opening balance required to open a Rewards Checking account. Must be 50 years
of age or better to be eligible for the Encore! program.
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