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Prenatal Care Becomes Big
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Issue For Neb. Lawmakers

BY NATE JENKINS
Associated Press Writer

LINCOLN, Neb. — Is providing
state-funded health care to preg-
nant, illegal immigrants a cost or
a savings? The right or wrong
thing to do?

Interviews with a cross-sec-
tion of Nebraska lawmakers
show many think it could be a
smart financial move and the
correct moral path. Gov. Dave
Heineman, meanwhile, is staying
away from the controversial
topic, letting lawmakers take the
lead on what is shaping up to be
one of the biggest issues of the
current legislative session.

Some members of the gover-
nor’s own Republican Party
aren't hesitating when asked if
the state should continue to pay
for the health care of pregnant,
illegal immigrants who can't
afford it on their own.

“This isn’t an immigration
issue; it’s a pro-life issue,” said
Sen. Tony Fulton of Lincoln, a
Republican candidate for state
treasurer. “It could cost money
and it concerns me.

But, he added, the state has
consistently recognized that
unborn children are people that
should be cared for.

Other lawmakers said they’re

concerned about the cost of con-
tinuing to provide state-funded
care, but that doing so would
likely be cheaper than paying for
later health problems caused by
a lack of prenatal care.

Children born in the U.S. are
legal citizens, no matter if their
parents are here illegally.

“This unborn child’s life
could be at risk and when chil-
dren are born here they are citi-
zens,” said Sen. Galen Hadley of
Kearney, a Republican.

The issue of prenatal care for
illegal immigrants emerged in
December, when U.S. officials
told the state it had been break-
ing federal rules by allowing
unborn children — not just their
mothers — to qualify for
Medicaid. Nebraska is believed
to be the only state that allows
that.

For three decades, the prac-
tice allowed women — legal resi-
dents and illegal immigrants who
didn’t qualify for Medicaid — to
get Medicaid-covered care
because their children qualified.
The long-standing rule also
allowed more women to be cov-
ered because the unborn baby
was counted as another person
who would stretch a family’s
resources.

Nebraska officials are review-

ing whether about 5,200 preg-
nant, legal residents potentially
affected by the federal order
might still qualify for Medicaid
even if their unborn children
don’t. The cases of 998 pregnant,
illegal immigrants are not being
reviewed, however, because
Medicaid does not cover servic-
es for illegal immigrants.

A preliminary plan from a
group of lawmakers trying to
ensure both groups of women
continue to get prenatal care
hinges on using the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Like
Medicaid, it is funded with both
state and federal dollars. Unlike
Medicaid, unborn children of
pregnant mothers qualify for
coverage.

Fourteen states take advan-
tage of the coverage.

Legislative fiscal analysts say
using the program for the
unborn children of illegal immi-
grants would cost the state
about $5.7 million this year,
which includes prenatal, deliv-
ery and postpartum costs. If the
state was allowed to continue
using Medicaid, the cost would
be about $7 million.

Last fiscal year, a total of
2,846 pregnant, illegal immi-
grants received a range of
Medicaid services.
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LOTTERIES

ON THIS DATE

POWERBALL

14-22-52-54-59; Powerball-4;
Power Play-3

NEBRASKA PICK 5
6-15-31-33-35

NEBRASKA PICK 3

MY DAY
04/27/85

DAKOTA CASH
4-8-21-27-30

WILD CARD
1-8-17-25-30; Wildcard- Jack of Spades

HOT LOTTO
1-4-5-6-24; Hot Ball 16
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75 YEARS AGO

Friday, February 8, 1935

+ Declining to support formally
any liquor control measure now
before the Legislature, representa-
tives of 26 South Dakota cities and
towns met here yesterday to put
their ideas on the subject into reso-
lution form.

+ Harold Krueger, 19, from near
Olivet, was sentenced to serve six
months in the state penitentiary
when he entered a plea of guilty to a
charge of stealing chickens. He
admitted to stealing chickens at a
farm near Olivet and then selling
them to a produce house in
Scotland.

50 YEARS AGO

Monday, February 8, 1960

* The long-heralded hearings on
payola get under way today before a
House subcommittee which already
has recommended criminal penal-
ties against the practice.

+ The prize of 271 Democratic
nominating votes lured presidential
hopefuls into a weekend of Western
politicking. Sens. John F. Kennedy
and Lyndon B. Johnson seemed
most active at trying to lasso the
votes.
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section contain the humbers 1-9 without repeating a number.
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Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.
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25 YEARS AGO

Friday, February 8, 1985

+ The value of structures planned
for construction in Yankton in 1984
was much higher than in 1983. Two
of three city officials interviewed
attribute that increase to an
improvement in the business cli-
mate.

+ Gov. William Janklow said this
morning he supports a plan to have
South Dakota and North Dakota
form a compact for the disposal of
low-level nuclear waste because
that compact seems to have the
most support from lawmakers.

the blocks as a way to con-
tribute to the hometown celebra-
tion. This volunteer wishes to
remain anonymous and has so
far kept up with the orders.

It takes up to 14 days to get
an order back and the artist
keeps track of the time for each
block. An average for the total
project is about 5-6 hours. There
are two coats of primer and
three coats of top paint for each
block.

“The local lumberyard is very
helpful and cut the boards for
us,” Arduser said. She takes sev-
eral to the painter so there are
some on hand whenever the
orders come in.

Arduser hopes that when the
requests pick up as the weather
warms, the center members will
be called into action. There are
three sizes to choose from, rang-
ing from 2 x 2 feet to 8 x 8 feet.
The group still has to sell a large
quilt block made from two 4 x 8
sheets of half-inch plywood but
have had some positive respons-
es from rural residents.

The center has several books
with samples of quilt blocks for
people to study. Once a block is
chosen, that pattern will not be
used again; a copy of each quilt
design chosen is kept in a folder
by the director’s desk.

The first blocks already

'Valen tine Special sat., Feb. 13

201 Capitol, 664-5333

I Be prepared to be adored
when you surprise your
valentine with a special
gift from her favorite
place to shop.
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Luxury Handbags
Deluxe Wallets
Fashion Scarves & Belts
Fashion Jewelry

BAND 9:30pm-1:30am

@ *Fllet & Shrimp OR *Salmon QZ‘;’

All meals come with potato, salad & bread
Full menu also available

No Cover Charge

Holrs: 10am-6pm Monday-Sunda!

Broadway, Yankton Mall
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staked around town offer quite a
colorful explosion against the
deep snow banks.

“They can also come in with
their own favorite quilt pattern,”
Arduser said. “One carpenter in
town came in with a pattern
called ‘Carpenter’s Square.”

When a business or individ-
ual comes in with their pattern
choice, Arduser scans it into the
center computer and prints out
a couple of copies. She tells
them to take them home and
experiment with different color
combinations. Sometimes, it
takes them only a day or two,
and some think quite a while
before deciding on a choice.

The parish of St. Jane de
Frances Catholic Church chose
“Lily of the Field” for one block
and a pattern called “St. Paul”
for another. Arduser said there
are religious choices as well as
traditional patterns.

If a business needs help,
Arduser and others at the center
have already found some quilt-
ing patterns to fit the bill. For

the town welder, she has a pat-
tern called “Anvil.” Another pat-
tern called “The Drunkard’s
Path” would work for one of the
several bars in town, and the
bank ordered “Borrow and Lend”
for its display. A resident who
flies a small airplane picked the
“Airplane II” pattern. Resident
LaDonna Leiting chose the
“Double L” design.

“We are having a lot of fun
with this project,” Arduser said.
“We have painted some for
Christmas presents and a few
were birthday requests.”

The blocks can be staked on
the front lawn, hung on an out-
door building or attached to a
porch rail.

As the weather warms up, the
center’s senior members will be
talking to all the downtown busi-
nesses, neighbors, family and
friends promoting the quilt
blocks — reminding everyone
Randolph’s Q-centennial is just
around the corner.

Yankton Catholic Daughters of America
Court Willard #967 and the

Yankton Moose Lodge Invite You To Come To Their

Annual Soup Kitchen

Moose Lodge
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Soup, Sandwiches, and Pie
Proceeds will help support local charities

>

Starting Feb. 8th Smokmg allowed ONLY Wed. & Sat. after 9pm
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Grilled

Prime Rib

"12.99

2409 Broadway + 665-6394
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