
Mildred Ven Osdel
HILL CITY — Mildred Edna

“Millie” Ven Osdel was born to
John and Edna (Mayer) Hafner on
October 26, 1927 in rural
Freeman. She grew
up on the family
farm, in Wolf
Creek Township, a
half mile from
Unity Lutheran
Church, where she
was baptized and
confirmed. There
were many fond
memories shared
by her beloved
sisters Ruby, Lula and Bonnie and
a brother Wilfred and the many
cousins with whom she remained
close throughout her life. 

A child during the “dirty thir-
ties,” Mildred worked hard, but
enjoyed riding the pony and play-
ing imaginative games with her
siblings and cousins. She treas-
ured the hard sought opportunity
to go to school and graduated
from Freeman Public High School
in 1946, she remembered their
class motto, “The less you know,
the less you forget,” which tick-
led her. Millie’s family and friends
truly enjoyed her humble yet
witty spirit, and ready smile. She
went on to attend General Beadle
College in Madison, SD for one
year, earning her teachers certifi-
cate and subsequently working a
year in Minneapolis, then teach-
ing in a one room country school
back in South Dakota for 3 years.
On a rainy day in June 2, 1951
Millie was married to Gerald
“Dean” Ven Osdel in Orange
County, Iowa. She continued to

teach the first year, while they set
up farming in the Wolf Creek area
near the Jim River in Hutchinson
County. On May 3, 1952, Ivan, the
first of their 6 children was born,
thus beginning their family; this
soon became the most important
work of her life. 

Millie enjoyed gardening and
working along with Dean out of
doors. Taking lunch out to the
field with the kids in tow seemed
as natural to her as could be.
There was always a thermos of
coffee, home-made bread and
jelly, and often cinnamon rolls or
cookies. A very practical woman
of German heritage; fishing, visit-
ing with family, friends and neigh-
bors; a good game of cards or a
quick two-step were some of her
life’s simple pleasures.

A strong faith in Jesus Christ
and his teachings brought her
through the many tough times
and worries in life. She and Dean
were members of Unity Lutheran
Church where they worshiped
with their children regularly and
were pleased to celebrate each
one’s baptism and confirmation.
She never stopped praying, or
sharing her faith with others.

Retiring from farming in 1989,
Millie and Dean settled in their
home in Yankton for a year and a
half before Dean died, just a few
months before their 40th wed-
ding anniversary. Millie contin-
ued her faith at Trinity Lutheran
Church and treasured the fellow-
ship she had there. Having spent
most of her working life on the
farm, it was quite an adventure
for her to experience a variety of
jobs in Yankton, making friends

with a good many people. After
10 years at Casey’s Convenience
Store, she gave up the paycheck
and started volunteering. She
delivered meals on wheels and
helped with the soup kitchen.
She was a member of the Senior
Citizen Center and VFW Auxiliary
in Yankton. 

Millie peacefully entered the
arms of Jesus at the home of her
daughter, Jan, on Feb. 13, 2010
while visiting for the winter in Hill
City, South Dakota. She will be
missed by all of her family and
friends. A memorial service is
planned on Saturday, February
20, 11 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran
Church, in Yankton with a prayer
service Friday evening February
19th at 7 p.m. She will be buried
next to her husband at Unity
Lutheran Cemetery in the spring.

She is survived by her chil-
dren and their families: Ivan,
Springfield; daughter-in-law
Sharon, Black Hawk; Danny and
wife Lisa, Gayville; Jan and hus-
band Steve (Johnson), Hill City;
Wade, Yankton; Clay and wife
Bridgette, Willmar, MN; daughter
-in- law Donna, Springfield; 20
Grandchildren, 7 great grandchil-
dren, 3 sisters and a brother-in-
law - Ruby Stowell, Lula Hatfield,
Bonnie and husband Bill
Kollman; one sister-in-law, Marlys
Hafner; and many precious
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

Preceding her in death are her
husband, Dean; parents, John
and Edna; brother, Wilfred; and

her youngest son, Lewy.
For online condolences and

obituary please visit hansenfu-
neralhome.com.
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Madonna Blomberg
ELK POINT — Madonna L.

(Kayl) Blomberg, 91, of Elk Point
died Monday (Feb. 15, 2010) at a
Sioux City hospital.

Funeral services are at 10:30
a.m. Friday at St. Joseph Catholic
Church, Elk Point, with burial to
follow at St. Joseph Catholic
Cemetery, Elk Point. 

Visitation is 6-7 p.m. Thursday
at the church with a wake service
at 7 p.m.

A n d e r s o n - S i e c k e - K o b e r
Funeral Home, Elk Point, is in
charge of arrangements.

Robert Thompson 
Robert F. Thompson, MD, 86,

of Yankton died peacefully
Monday (Feb. 15, 2010) at the
Avera Sister James Care Center,
Yankton.

Funeral services are at 1:30
p.m. Saturday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Yankton, with
the Rev. Bob Lacey officiating.
Burial will be in the Sacred Heart
Cemetery.  

Visitations are 5-9 p.m. Friday,
with a 7 p.m. rosary followed by a
7:30 p.m. Scripture service, at
Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home and
Crematory, Yankton.
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Julius ‘Stub’ McGinnis
Julius “Stub” McGinnis, age

87, of Yankton, South Dakota
passed away peacefully at home
on Monday, February 15, 2010.

Funeral services are 10:30
a.m. Thursday, February 18, 2010
at Sacred Heart Catholic Church
in Yankton with Reverend Mark
Lichter officiating. Burial will be
in the Garden of Memories
Cemetery in Yankton with mili-
tary honors provided by the
Ernest-Bowyer VFW Post No.
791. 

Visitation is from 3:00 to 8:00
p.m. on Wednesday, at the Wintz
& Ray Funeral Home in Yankton
with a vigil service at 7:00 p.m.
Visitation resumes one hour
prior to the funeral at the church.

Pallbearers are
Randy Hauger,
Chris Hauger, Dan
Hauger, Nick
Hauger, Mike
Dupic and Doug
McCain.

Julius was
born November
24, 1922 in
Yankton County,
South Dakota to Arthur and Anna
(Rudd) McGinnis. He was the
middle child in a family of seven.
He was educated in Yankton
County and confirmed at Trinity
Lutheran Church. When Julius
was 16 years old, he moved to
Yankton and worked at various
places, mainly in construction.
In 1942, he joined the United

States Army and spent three
years serving in Europe until the
end of World War II. On May 6,
1946, Julius married Ruby Unruh
in Yankton. They lived in several
places before settling on the
Unruh family farm near Marion,
South Dakota. Julius farmed
there for 40 years while also
operating a roofing and painting
business in Turner and
Hutchinson Counties. In 1996,
Julius retired and moved to
Yankton where he enjoyed help-
ing the United Way for several
years.

Julius is survived by his wife,
Ruby McGinnis of Yankton; two
children, Judy (Dennis) Suess of
Vermillion and David McGinnis,
O.Carm. of Yankton; one grand-

daughter, Jennifer Suess of
Denver, CO; one sister, Anna Mae
Hauger of Yankton; and many
nieces and nephews.

Julius was preceded in death
by his parents; two brothers and
three sisters.

To post an online sympathy
message or to view his video
tribute, please visit wintzrayfu-
neralhome.com.
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Afghan Taliban’s No.2 Commander Captured
ISLAMABAD (AP) — The capture of the Afghan Taliban’s No. 2 com-

mander by a joint CIA and Pakistani team dealt a fresh blow to insur-
gents under heavy U.S. attack and raised hopes that Pakistani security
forces are ready to deny Afghan militant leaders a safe haven.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar’s arrest in the Pakistani port city of
Karachi may also push other insurgent leaders thought to be shelter-
ing on this side of the border toward talks with the Afghan government
— a development increasingly seen as key to ending the eight-year
war.

Baradar, in his late 40s, was the second in command behind Taliban
founder Mullah Mohammad Omar and was said to be in charge of the
day-to-day running of the organization’s leadership council, which is
believed based in Pakistan. He was a founding member of the Taliban
and is the most important figure of the hardline Islamist movement to
be arrested in the war.

Baradar, who also functioned as the link between Mullah Omar and
field commanders, has been in detention for more than 10 days and
was talking to interrogators, two Pakistani intelligence officials said
Tuesday. One said several other suspects were also captured in the
raid. He said Baradar had provided “useful information” to them and
that Pakistan had shared it with their U.S. counterparts. They spoke on
condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the information.

U.S. Wants Toyota Docs Tied To Major Recalls 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The government ordered Toyota to turn over

documents related to its massive recalls Tuesday, pressing to see how
long the automaker knew of safety defects before taking action. Toyota,
concerned about unsold cars, said it would temporarily idle some pro-
duction in three states.

The Transportation Department is demanding that Toyota reveal
when and how it learned of problems with sticking accelerators and
with floor mats trappping gas pedals, and the company must respond
within 30 to 60 days or face fines. Those defects and problems with
brakes on new Prius hybrids have now led to the recall of 8.5 million
vehicles.

The intensifying investigation and the production halts at Toyota’s
assembly plants are fresh signs of the ripple effect the recalls are hav-
ing on the world’s No. 1 automaker — even as car-owners are stream-
ing to dealers for fixes. Toyota faces separate probes by the Obama
administration and Congress as it struggles to maintain its loyal cus-
tomer base and its reputation for safety and quality.

Toyota said it was halting production temporarily in San Antonio,
Texas, and Georgetown, Ky., to address concerns that too many unsold
vehicles may be building up at dealerships because of the large recalls.

Company spokesman Mike Goss said the Texas plant, which builds
the Tundra pickup truck, would take production breaks for the weeks
of March 15 and April 12. The Kentucky plant, which makes the Camry,
Avalon and Venza vehicles, plans to take a non-production day on Feb.
26 and may not build vehicles on three more days in March and April.

Survivor: Ala. Shooter Fired Methodically
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (AP) — A professor who survived a deadly uni-

versity shooting rampage said the colleague charged in the attack
methodically shot her victims in the head until the gun apparently
jammed and she was pushed out of the room.

Associate professor Joseph Ng told The Associated Press on
Tuesday he was one of 12 people at a biology department meeting
Friday at the University of Alabama-Huntsville. He described the
details in an e-mail to a colleague at the University of California-Irvine.

Ng said the meeting had been going on for about half an hour when
Amy Bishop “got up suddenly, took out a gun and started shooting at
each one of us. She started with the one closest to her and went down
the row shooting her targets in the head.”

Bishop, a Harvard-educated neurobiologist, was arrested and
charged with one count of capital murder and three counts of attempt-
ed murder.

It’s not the first time Bishop has been accused in a killing. In 1986,
she killed her 18-year-old brother with a shotgun at their suburban
Boston home. She told police she had been trying to learn how to use
the gun, which her father had bought for protection, when it acciden-
tally discharged.

■ Get Updates At Yankton Online (www.yankton.net)

U.S. Nuclear Reactor Loans Announced
WASHINGTON (AP) — More

than $8 billion in new federal loan
guarantees to build two nuclear
reactors in Georgia could be the
first step toward a nuclear renais-
sance in the United States, three
decades after the Three Mile
Island nuclear accident halted all
new reactor orders.

With the nuclear industry
poised to begin construction of at
least a half dozen plants over the
next decade, President Barack
Obama announced the first loan
guarantees Tuesday, casting them
as both economically essential
and politically attractive. He
called nuclear power a key part of
comprehensive energy legislation
that assigns a cost to the carbon
pollution of fossil fuels, giving
utility companies more incentive
to turn to cleaner nuclear fuel.

“This is only the beginning,”
Obama said in designating the
new federal financial backing for
a pair of reactors in Burke
County, Ga., to be built by
Atlanta-based Southern Co.
Obama’s budget would triple —
to $54.5 billion — loan guarantees
available for new nuclear con-
struction.

The federal guarantees,
authorized by Congress in 2005,
are seen as essential for construc-
tion of any new reactor because
of the huge expense involved.
Critics call the guarantees a form
of subsidy and say taxpayers will

assume a huge risk, given the
industry’s record of cost over-
runs and loan defaults. Reports
by Congressional Budget Office
and Government Accountability
Office have estimated that the
risk of default for new nuclear
reactors could be as high as 50
percent.

“This is a pre-emptive bailout
where the government has
already guaranteed to saddle tax-
payers with any failure that the
(nuclear) industry might run
into,” said Allison Fisher, an ener-
gy organizer at Public Citizen, a
Washington-based consumer
advocacy group.

Critics also note that the loan
guarantees come at the same
time Obama has proposed elimi-
nating a long-planned nuclear
waste dump at Yucca Mountain in
Nevada. Obama has appointed a
commission to find a safe solu-
tion for dealing with nuclear
waste, but in the meantime the
government has no long-term
plan to store commercial radioac-
tive waste.

Energy Secretary Steven Chu
told a Senate committee this
month that for the foreseeable
future nuclear plants likely will
store spent fuel rods on site.

Environmentalists say renew-
able energy such as wind and
solar are more cost-effective
than nuclear power and do not
come with side effects such as

radioactive waste.
But Marvin Fertel, president

of the Nuclear Energy Institute, a
policy organization for the
nuclear industry, said the loan
guarantees will spur construc-
tion of nuclear plants all over
the country, reducing green-
house gases blamed for global
warming and creating thousands
of high-paying jobs.

The Georgia project is expect-
ed to create about 3,500 construc-
tion jobs and permanently employ
850 people, and Obama coupled
the loan guarantee announcement
with a visit to a job training cen-
ter in Lanham, Md., at the head-
quarters of Local 26 of the

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers. The union rep-
resents electrical and telecommu-
nications workers, and it offers
training for energy jobs, including
the construction of nuclear power
plants.

Obama said the new reactors
would reduce carbon pollution by
16 million tons a year, compared
with a similar coal-fired power
plant.

Although Chu called Tuesday’s
announcement a significant step
to restart the domestic nuclear
industry, actual construction of
the first reactor is still years away.
Southern Co.’s application for a
license to build and operate the
reactors is pending with the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
one of 13 such applications the
agency is considering. The earli-
est any could be approved would
be late 2011 or early 2012, the
NRC said.

Southern Chief Executive
David Ratcliffe and Chu both said
the new generation of nuclear
reactors will be significantly safer
than those built during the 1970s
because of improvements in tech-
nology. This time around, the
industry and regulators have
streamlined licensing and are
planning to use a standard design.
The Three Mile Island accident in
1979 forced numerous power
plants to be redesigned during
construction.
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