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memories and information in the
piece. Some of them are only
things we will get and some of
them are things everyone will
pick up on.”

Tomkins said that he has
found working with his brother to
be a great experience.

“Performers do not think
about music like composers do,”
he said. “When | am writing a
piece of music, [ am thinking in
terms of a color, an effect or an
idea I am trying to get across. A
lot of times, that is at odds with
the way a performer traditionally
approaches a piece.”

He explained that because a
performer must be rigorous in
keeping good rhythm and being in
tone, they place less emphasis on
an idea of clarity and more on
execution. For the composer, he
said, they think more in terms of
textures and color and overall
experience.

“When you get a situation, like
with my brother, where he is able
to do both of those things, you
get something very special going
on,” Tomkins said. “l know my
brother and I know the kind of
music he likes. | know he loves a
lot of counterpoint, which is mul-
tiple melodies going on at once to
create a texture. He loves intri-
cate music, so I wanted to give
him a chance to have something
he would love to play.”

Tomkins said that he enjoys
putting references to other things
in his music and enjoys seeing if
the audience will catch the refer-
ences.

“The first thing [ would say is,
come to the concert,” he said.
“After that, [ would say I am a big
fan of melody and harmony. At
the end of the second movement,
[ definitely quoted (the ‘Star Trek’
movie) ‘The Wrath of Khan.’ So,
there are little things like that in
there. Some of it, [ expect the
audience to listen for and get,
some of it, if I point it out, they
will get it. But, some of it | am just
curious if they will get it. I would
say come and listen to it and it
will be a lot of fun.”

For more information about
the concert, contact the South
Dakota Symphony Orchestra at
(866) 681-7376.
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