
BY LORETTA SORENSEN
P&D Correspondent

Camaraderie, creativity and
cheer are just some of the prod-
ucts of the Cedar County Theatre
group, which first brought com-
munity theatre to Hartington in
2002.

One of the main
organizers, Shelley
Lammers, said her par-
ticipation in community
theatre in another com-
munity was so gratify-
ing she wanted to help
bring the opportunity to
Cedar County.

“All the schools here have
always been very focused on
one-act plays, speech and the-
atre at the elementary and high
school level,” Lammers said.
“Once students graduated, there
were no theatre opportunities. It
seemed to make sense to tap
into everyone’s experience, good
ideas and creativity. Many peo-
ple and community organiza-
tions have supported what we’ve
done and that’s made it all
work.”

Cedar County Theatre’s first
performance took place in a
local Lutheran church that
offered the group their facility’s
small stage. The group’s pre-
miere performance, “Evening of
Culture,” went off without a
hitch, but members knew the
facility arrangements could only
be temporary.

“The church has a lot of its
own activities and we knew we
couldn’t expect them to accom-
modate our needs for future per-
formances,” Lammers said.
“Finding a more permanent loca-
tion for our plays was probably
one of the biggest challenges we
faced.”

What the theatre group dis-
covered in their search was a
“retired” stage in Hartington’s
city auditorium. The area, which
hadn’t been used in many years,
had been closed off and many
people were unaware it was even
part of the building.

“Once we found the stage was
there, we made plans to raise
funds and renovate it for use,”
Lammers said. “By that time, we
had realized we needed a place
for props, costumes and set mate-
rials. Once we had the funds, we
were able to build stage doors so
they would open for performanc-
es and close for security. There
were already some theatre-style
seats in the building. We used the
bleacher seats that were already
there and brought in some more
chairs. That’s where we’ve been
ever since.”

Spring 2004 saw the presenta-
tion of the group’s first perform-
ance on the “new” old stage. Now
that they had settled the logistics
of performances, it was time for
the group to dig into their own
artistic talents to see what
resources community members
had to offer.

“None of us have formal the-
atre training,” Lammers said.
“One person in our group direct-
ed several plays. Others periodi-
cally take on directing responsi-
bilities. Everyone is very com-
mitted to investing their energy
and effort into the productions.
That’s what makes it possible.”

In light of their facility and
small number of members,
Cedar County Theatre puts care-
ful thought into selecting the
productions they present.
They’re sensitive to the expecta-
tions of their local audience,
which generally numbers around
150 people. They haven’t
attempted a musical — yet.

“Putting on a musical produc-
tion is one of our goals,”
Lammers said. “For now, we
focus on providing one or two
theatre events each year. With
the busy schedules everyone
keeps, it’s always challenging to
find people who have time to be
involved.”

The “magic” of theatre is one
of the elements Lammers
believes brings Hartington resi-
dents to performances.

“I think people like to see
their family, friends and neigh-
bors on stage,” Lammers said.
“That can be a scary experience
for some people. One year the
Hartington Public School princi-
pal of took part in an event. We
hope that surrounding communi-
ties will take an interest in the
performances too. We’d love to
see residents from communities
like Coleridge, Wynot and sur-
rounding towns in the audience.”

“Radio TBS” and “How the
West was Fun” are among the
other theatrical productions
Cedar County Theatre has pre-

sented. The group has also pro-
vided some improvs, dinner the-
atre and brought children’s the-
atre to town for several past
summers.

“Our most challenging per-
formance was probably ‘How the
West Was Fun’ because it was a
period piece,” Lammers said. “We
needed dance hall costumes,

cowboy costumes and a bar set.
There were also about 15 charac-
ters in the play.”

Anyone with an interest in the-
atre productions is welcome to
take up membership in Cedar
County Theatre’s group.

“We’re always looking for peo-
ple who are willing to be on
stage,” Lammers said. “All you
need is the desire to be part of a
play.”

For the past couple of years,

Cedar County Theatre has part-
nered with the Hartington Public
Library to organize fundraisers.
This year’s event finds the theatre
group setting up “Match Game” at
the Hartington Golf & Country
Club.

“It’s the game show that was so
popular in the ‘70s and ‘80s,”
Lammers said. “A local celebrity

will be playing ‘Gene
Rayburn’ and we’ll be
getting the audience
involved in the game.
Hopefully we’ll all have
some fun and the audi-
ence will have a chance
to laugh at us and at

themselves.”
The event will be held two dif-

ferent evenings — Saturday, Feb.
27, and Saturday March 6. Social
Hour begins at 6 pm and both
shows begin at 7 pm. Fondue and
hors d’ouvres will be served by
Friends of the Library.

Tickets for “Match Game” can
be purchased at DJ’s Variety in
Hartington and at the Hartington
Public Library. A limit of 75 tickets
is available for each performance.
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Friday Supper
Ribs

Serving 5:30-8:00P M
Saturday
Entertainment

Freddies Combo
Serving from menu 5:30-8pm

VFW  Post 791
209 Cedar

Bing o Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm

Happy Hou r M-F 4:30-6:00

Everyone 
Welcome!

ALL YOU CAN EAT

Large Salad Bar, 5 kinds of 

seafood, potatoes, soup,

vegetables & dessert bar.

“Bigger & Better”
Every Friday During Lent

from 5:30-9:00 p.m.

So get off your BASS and load up all 

the little SHRIMPS and head on over to...

WIEBELHAUS RECREATION
in Crofton, NE 402-388-4640 LENTEN

FISH FRY

Joe’s 
Substation

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

Joe’s 
Substation

Every Friday
6:00-9:00pm

Serving Alaskan Pollock & Catfish

KING 
BUFFET
 (605)260-8888

3013 N. Broadway, Yankton 

(East of Wal-Mart)
Open: 10am-10pm Sun.-Thurs.

10am-11pm Fri. & Sat.

Carry-Out & 
Catering Available

AND MONGOLIAN GRILL

NO MSG

We Feature a 
Variety of Seafood 

Dishes on our 
Lunch & Dinner 

Buffets
Check Out Our 

Extensive Menu at 
www.yankton.net/

kingbuffet

Lunch Buffet $6.50
served 10am-4pm Mon.-Fri.

Dinner Buffet $8.99
served 4pm-close Mon.-Fri.

All Day Sat. & Sun.

Bus will leave from Fry’n Pan Restaurant 
on FMarch 19th at 1 p.m.

(pick-up also available in Vermillion

For Reservation/Info :
HENNEN
TOUR S

1-800-551-5275

Royal River Casin o
Special Overnight Trip To

Each person to receive Play $25, get $25 FREE PLAY on your 
rewards card each day. Plus, $5 off meal coupon, ride and room.

Thurs. & Fri., •  Mar. 18th & 19th

Flandreau, SD

All for $50 eac h
 (double occupancy)

Idle Hour Theatr e
Tripp, SD

Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM 
Students $2.00    Adults $4.00

FE
B.

 2
6,

 2
7,

 2
8

presents...

&

“Guess 
Who’s Coming 

To Sing & Dance?”

2010 Theatrical Gala
Jim  Reimler Variety Show 

Music by Bill & Monte

Buy Your Tickets Early!
Tickets available at: 

Home Federal Bank (Hy-Vee & North Broadway Location) or 
Lewis & Clark Theatre (Box office open 2-5pm or call 665-4711)

Minervas ~ 7pm 
Doors open at 6:30pm

auction. entertainment. hors d’oeuvres. 
beer & wine tasting.

SATURDAY, MARCH 6

2809 Broadway Ave., Yankton • 605-665-9884 • OPEN SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK
Mon.-Sat. 11am, Sundays 10:30am • jodean.com

Every Night On BuffetDuring Lent
Tortilla Crusted ShrimpFriday & Saturday Night

Seafood Buffet

104 W. 3rd Street,

Downtown Yankon

605-760-2023 
or 605-260-0024

We Now Have Walt’s Homestyle 
Sandwiches and Pizzas

Check Out The Daily Soup & Drink 
Specials On booksandbeansonline.com

NEW CATHOLIC ITEMS FOR LENT
Books, Prayer Books, Music CD’s and Catholic Video Rental 

including talks by Father Corapi

•Mother Angelica •Bob and Penny LordTuesday, March 2
5-7pm at Link Auditorium, 504 Capitol

$6 for Adults • $4 for children under 7

ABS SPRING FLIP
ENTERTAINMENT, 
KIDS CARNIVAL 

& PANCAKE SUPPER
provided by Chris Cakes

Entertainment, Raffles & Vendors

Out On 
The 

Town

Kids Carnival with Prizes

Proceeds go to benefit the
Ability Building Services Activity Fund

The World’s A Stage For Cedar Co. Theatre Group
Company Schedules Fundraisers For Next Two Weekends

PHOTO: LEE CARL
The Cedar County Theatre group has partnered with Hartington Public Library to develop a “Match
Game” fundraiser. The event will involve audience participation and proceeds will support the theatre
group and the library. Pictured are, front from left: Tom Grube, Ron Pearson, Colin Kathol, Juanita
Lammers and Alan Wortmann; back row: Maggie Fleming, Maddie Bromwich, Gayle Hochstein, Faye
Burbach, Becky Wortmann and Bill Heimes. Not pictured: Jane Heimes, Connie Arens, Larry Koranda,
Diane Sudbeck and Ryan Eickhoff.

Everyone is very committed to investing
their energy and effort into the produc-
tions. That’s what makes it possible.”

SHELLEY LAMMERS
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