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$25 25th
TODAY’S THE DAY TO SPEND
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In the word’s of a famous shoe slogan ... JUST DO IT! 
Get out there and spend $25 today at a Yankton business. 
Spend $25 at a local business and help give the Yankton economy a

jump start.
“It’s really very simple,” said Press and Dakotan owner/publisher

Gary Wood. “We’re asking every adult 18 years of age and older to
spend $25 today in a local business. Don’t think of this as additional
money spent out of an already tight budget (as many of us are experi-
encing right now) but money you may have considered spending online
or out of town.”

Twenty-five dollars is not a large amount of money individually, but
when many people do it, it does add up and make a difference. 

If 5,000 people spend $25 today at a local business, that would be
$125,000 put into the local economy.

The dollars we spend today will multiply, creating a circular pattern.
If we spend more money, the businesses will spend more money in the
form of salaries, supplies, bills and more, which in turn gives us more
money to spend...

It is a simple plan that will work, but only if you get out and do your
part. 

So, JUST DO IT — pick your favorite local business and go spend
$25. Tell your neighbors, your coworkers, your parents, your teachers:
It will take the entire community to make it work.

Make spending $25 on the 25th a fun event that jump starts
Yankton’s economy.

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Senate
Democrats delivered the first of
several promised election-year
jobs bills Wednesday, passing a
measure blending highway fund-
ing eagerly sought by the states
with tax breaks for companies
that hire unemployed workers.

The bipartisan
70-28 vote to pass
the bill sends it to
the House, where
many Democrats
say it is too puny
— but where pres-
sure is on to pass
it this week any-
way to score a
badly needed win
for President
Barack Obama and a Democratic
Party that’s dropped badly in
opinion polls and faces major
losses in midterm elections.

It’s the first major bill to pass
the Senate since the Christmas
Eve passage of a deeply contro-
versial health care bill and the
subsequent election of
Massachusetts Republican Scott
Brown, which rocked Democrats
by demonstrating their falling
standing even among voters who
tend to vote Democratic.

Democrats promise additional
measures to create jobs, promis-
ing help for small businesses
having trouble getting loans, aid
for cash-strapped state govern-
ments, and subsidies for people
who make their homes more
energy efficient. But budget
deficits are a worry, and future
measures are going to be more
difficult to pass — especially
since a top Senate Democrat has
blocked unused authority from
the Wall Street bailout program
from being used to “pay for” jobs
initiatives.

The bill contains two major
provisions. First, it would
exempt businesses hiring the
unemployed from the 6.2 percent
Social Security payroll tax
through December and give
them an additional $1,000 credit
if new workers stay on the job a

Senate
Approves
Bipartisan
Jobs Bill

Nelson

Measure Heads To
House; Nelson Only

Dem Voting ‘No’

BY LISA HARE
lisa.hare@yankton.net

“Just about everyone wants more
renewable energy,” said Robert Byrnes,
owner of Nebraska Renewable Energy
Systems. “The trick is figuring out how to
make the system work for your communi-
ty so it actually happens.” 

Byrnes and Paul Blackburn, former
executive director for the Community-
Based Energy Development (C-BED)
Initiative, will discuss the benefits and
challenges of locally owned renewable
energy projects at a free presentation in
Yankton on Saturday, Feb. 27th, at the
G.A.R. Hall Art Gallery. The meeting is set
for 6:30-8:00.

The Nebraska Renewable Energy
Systems is a privately owned company
dedicated to bringing renewable energies
to individuals and communities, and
Byrnes has worked to develop small wind
turbine deployment and policy develop-
ment within Nebraska.

“Independent studies have shown that
local ownership of wind energy provides
several times the economic benefits to
local communities that outside corporate
ownership does,” Blackburn said. “Local
ownership of wind energy can also help
avoid some of the community conflicts
that can develop,” he added.

Blackburn is a staff attorney for Plains
Justice, a Great Plains public-interest law
center that focuses on environmental jus-
tice and a sustainable economy through
community partnerships. Blackburn is
the former executive director of the C-
BED initiative in Minnesota and has
worked as a policy analyst for Windustry. 

In a related workshop held in Mission
on Tuesday, Jill Cliburn, consultant for
the Clean Energy Ambassadors Project,
discussed ways that South Dakota can
speed its transition to clean energy. 

On Thursday, March 4 and Friday,
March 5, the series of meetings continues

Yankton Set To Host Renewable
Energy Forum On February 27

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

Yankton’s Sacred Heart Catholic Church
hopes to get construction under way this
spring on its approximately $6 million com-
munity and education center addition. 

A conditional-use permit was granted by
the Yankton City Commission for the project
this week. The final approval to proceed was
the culmination of more than 15 years of dis-
cussion.

“We feel very grateful that we’re able to
get to this point in our history,” Fr. Mark
Lichter told the commission. “It’s a critical
time for the Catholic community of Yankton.
For 15 years or more, we’ve struggled with
the best solution for our middle school and
our religious education programs. We’ve now
found a solution that we feel people support
and meets the needs we have. 

“The economy tells us this is a good time
to build,” he added, “not only to secure good
pricing but also to inject activity into the
city’s economy.”

The community and education center in
the 500 block of Capital Street will serve a

variety of purposes, according to Dan
Eisenbraun, who serves on the steering com-
mittee for the project. It will be attached to
Sacred Heart Church and will host funerals,
parish events, dinners and meetings of all
types. Sacred Heart Middle School will also
be relocated there, as would the offices for
priests, parish staff and the Catholic
Community Development Office.

While Link Auditorium will be retained
and renovated, the almost 90-year-old Sacred
Heart School will be demolished to make
way for parking.

“After a great deal of study over a number
of years, it became apparent that it would

not be feasible to renovate the old facilities
in a cost-effective manner,” Eisenbraun said.
“The only reasonable alternative is to
replace the current facility with a well-
designed multi-purpose facility. The pro-
posed improvements will relieve safety con-
cerns for our children and address the
accessibility needs of our elderly and handi-
capped parishioners. 

“Although no additional traffic will be cre-
ated by this project, since we are merely
replacing existing facilities and functions, we
will be constructing additional off-street
parking areas that will be buffered with trees
and bushes.”

Other problems with the current school
building include antiquated electrical,
plumbing, mechanical and HVAC systems, he
added. 

Arrangements have been made to have
two historical structures relocated from the
west side of Capital Street to elsewhere in
the community before construction begins.
A yellow home in poor condition will be
demolished.

“It’s a project that has been
long in coming for the Catholic
community. We struggled with
what to do for many years.”

DAN EISENBRAUN

Sacred Heart Church Project To Proceed This Spring
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Gayville-Volin fifth
grader Laura Nelson
sinks her teeth into a
strawberry served dur-
ing a break between
classes. The school
district has received
three mini-grants along
with a $16,000 grant for
better nutrition and
healthier living. Please
see page 7 to read
more about the pro-
gram in the “Our
Towns” story of today’s
issue. (Randy
Dockendorf/P&D)
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Give Yankton’s Economy
A Jump Start Today!

■■  JOBS, Page 10 please■■  CHURCH, Page 12 please

■■  ENERGY, Page 12 please


