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NATION/WORLD DIGEST

Slow-Moving Storm Dumping Snow Northeast

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A slow-moving winter storm brought
more snow to the Northeast Thursday and also dumped a lot of rain
in parts of northern New England, upping the threat of flooding.

In parts of southern and mid-coastal Maine more than 3 inches of
rain had fallen and forecasters said some areas could get more than
7 inches. The river in the flood-prone New Hampshire town of
Goffstown neared flood stage and residents were told to prepare for
possible evacuation.

Back-to-back storms were blamed for a number of deaths, includ-
ing a man who was hit by a snow-laden tree branch in Central Park.
In upstate New York, state police reported two deaths in traffic acci-
dents on slick roads, one near Rochester and another southeast of
Syracuse.

Afghan Gov. Officially Installed In Marjah

MARJAH, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghan officials raised the national
flag over Marjah on Thursday, asserting government control even as
Marines searched for militant holdouts. Kabul also confirmed the
arrest of another top Taliban leader — part of a roundup that could
further strain the insurgent movement.

About 700 men in turbans and traditional caps gathered in a cen-
tral market for the flag-raising ceremony, during which Abdul Zahir
Aryan was installed as the top Afghan official in this town of 80,000 in
Helmand province. The provincial governor told the crowd that
authorities were eager to listen to requests from the townspeople and
provide them with basic services that they didn’t have under the
Taliban.

Taliban fighters still control about 25 percent of the 80-square-mile
(200-square-kilometer) area in and around the town nearly two weeks
after U.S. and Afghan forces launched their attack to seize Marjah, a
major Taliban logistics and supply center and the largest community
in the south under insurgent control.

Marines and Afghan soldiers slogged through bomb-laden fields of
northern Marjah on Thursday in search of an estimated 100 Taliban
and foreign fighter holdouts — the last significant pocket of insur-
gents left in the town. Progress was slowed by difficult terrain with no
roads, few tracks and many hidden mines.

Several residents told Marines that the Taliban were falling back
and trying to delay the allied advance with hidden bombs.

Deputy Dead, Officer Critical After Shooting

SANGER, Calif. (AP) — Authorities say a California homicide detec-
tive is dead and a police officer is in critical condition after they were
shot during an unspecified investigation in a rural area of Central
California.

Sheriff’s officials say they were shot Thursday by a man who then
barricaded himself inside a house and kept firing on law enforcement
officials in an ongoing standoff.

A third wounded deputy is in stable condition.

Sheriff’s spokesman Chris Curtice had no further details about the
standoff, although a neighbor reported hearing hundreds of shots. It’s
unclear if any other people were inside the home.

Trainers To Keep Working With Killer Whale

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Trainers will continue working with a killer
whale that grabbed one of their colleagues and dragged her underwa-
ter, killing her, but SeaWorld said Thursday it is reviewing its proce-
dures after the attack.

People lined up to get into the park a day after the whale named
Tilikum killed veteran trainer Dawn Brancheau as a horrified audience
watched. Tilikum had been involved in two previous deaths, including
a Canadian trainer dragged under water by him and two others
whales in 1991.

Killer whale shows are suspended indefinitely in Orlando and at
the park’s San Diego location.

“We have every intention of continuing to interact with this animal,
though the procedures for working with him will change,” SeaWorld
said in a post on its blog.

Chuck Tompkins, who is in charge of training at all SeaWorld parks,
said Thursday that Tilikum will not be isolated from the Orlando loca-
tion’s seven other whales. Tilikum fathered some of them and will con-
tinue mating with others.

Intense Exercise Could Speed Workouts

LONDON (AP) — People who complain they have no time to exer-
cise may soon need another excuse. Some experts say intense exer-
cise sessions could help people squeeze an entire week’s workout into
less than an hour. Those regimens — also called interval training —
were originally developed for Olympic athletes and thought to be too
strenuous for normal people.

But in recent years, studies in older people and those with health
problems suggest many more people might be able to handle it. If
true, that could revolutionize how officials advise people to exercise
— and save millions of people hours in the gym every week. It is also
a smarter way to exercise, experts say.

“High-intensity interval training is twice as effective as normal
exercise,” said Jan Helgerud, an exercise expert at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology. “This is like finding a new pill
that works twice as well ... we should immediately throw out the old
way of exercising.”

Studies on intense training have been published in sports medicine
journals and have largely been based on young, healthy people.
Experts say more studies are needed on how older and less fit popula-
tions handle this type of exercise before it can be recommended more
widely.

Intense interval training means working very hard for a few min-
utes, with rest periods between sets. Experts have mostly tested peo-
ple running or biking, but other sports like rowing or swimming
should also work.
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Heavy Rain Briefly Hits Haiti’s Capital

BY MICHELLE FAUL
Associated Press Writer

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — The first heavy
rain since the earthquake briefly doused
Haiti’s capital Thursday night as relief officials
changed tack on dealing with the homeless,
demphasizing plans to build big camps out-
side Port-au-Prince.

Instead, they want the hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees in this city where barren
hillsides and weakened buildings threaten to
give way to pack up their tents and tarps and
return to destroyed neighborhoods.

People dashed for shelter down streets
streaming with runoff from the driving tropi-
cal rain. The 20-minute drenching swept trash
along roadside gutters, clogging drains and
turning depressions into ponds.

Some women stripped naked and took
advantage of the downpour to take a shower
— there are no bathing facilities in over-
crowded tent camps that officials want to
move people out of.

At a camp housing 40,000 in the hills over-
looking the capital, Matin Bussreth dashed for
cover from his bedsheet-tent to a neighbor’s
plastic tarpaulin.

“It's a deplorable moment,” said Bussreth.
“I'heard they might be giving out tents. [ hope
someone will be giving me one.”

With the official rainy season still a month
away, forecasters warn that a potential week-
end storm, the first since the Jan. 12 quake,

could bring floods and mudslides to a popula-
tion in a perilous state. Many dwellings are
severely damaged or clinging to the sides of
hillsides.

Bussreth said he could not move back to
his destroyed home because it’s on a hillside
too steep to pitch a tent.

People who lined up at a downtown site
Thursday morning to register for the new
campaign to resettle more than 1.2 million
Haitians expressed skepticism and were dis-
missive of the plan, and relief officials
acknowledged its immense challenges.

“There will be flooding. There will be dis-
comfort, misery. And that’s not avoidable,” a
top U.N. official for Haiti, Anthony Banbury,
told a New York news conference this week.

Gerald-Emile Brun, an architect with the
government’s reconstruction committee,
agreed. “Everything has to be done before
the start of the rainy season, and we will not
be able to do it,” he said Thursday.

Brun suggested that Haitians, who expect
little of their corrupt and inefficient govern-
ment, may largely be left to sort it out them-
selves.

Camp dwellers — the capital alone has
some 770,000 — welcomed the idea of swap-
ping flimsy makeshift tents in the city’s fetid
center for something more stable. But that
didn’t mean they wanted to return to their
quake-ravaged neighborhoods.

Jean Petion Simplice, a 44-year-old father
living with his two boys, wife and mother-in-

law under a scrap of sheet in the capital,
said he feared returning to his district, which
is a shambles.

“They’re going to remove us from here,
but they won't tell us where we'’re going,” he
complained as he joined a line of hundreds
to get registered at the Champ de Mars, in
the shadow of the collapsed National Palace.

The International Organization for
Migration began registration at the plaza
Wednesday, collecting people’s old address-
es in hopes that most can be resettled rela-
tively quickly in their old neighborhoods.

The camp is home to some 60,000 people
and was chosen to begin registration
because about 45 percent of its residents
come from a single Port-au-Prince neighbor-
hood, Turgeau, said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col.
John Blackwell, who is involved in coordinat-
ing the plan.

Not everyone will be able to return to
their neighborhood, but relief officials expect
to know within two weeks who can after
determining which structures are viable and
which must be demolished, Blackwell said.

Mark Turner, spokesman for the
International Organization for Migration, said
that “this is the big new strategy, our big
push right now” — to decongest overcrowd-
ed and unsanitary camps. “Most people have
some kind of tent or structure. We want to
be able to tell people, 'Just pack it up and
take it home.”

House Sends Patriot Act Extension To Obama

WASHINGTON (AP) — Key pro-
visions of the nation’s primary
counterterrorism law would be
extended for a year under a bill
passed by the House Thursday
evening after Democrats retreated
from adding new privacy protec-
tions.

The House voted 315 to 97 to
extend the USA Patriot Act, send-
ing the bill to President Barack
Obama. Without the bill, the provi-
sions would expire Sunday.

The Senate approved the
extension Wednesday. The privacy
protections were cast aside when
Senate Democrats lacked the nec-
essary 60-vote supermajority to
pass them. Thrown away were
restrictions and greater scrutiny
on the government’s authority to
spy on Americans and seize their
records.

The Democratic retreat is a
political victory for Republicans
and a major disappointment for

Democrats and their liberal allies
who believe the Patriot Act fails to
protect privacy and gives the gov-
ernment too much authority to
spy on Americans and seize their
property.

The three sections of the
Patriot act that would stay in
force:

—Authorize court-approved
roving wiretaps that permit sur-
veillance on multiple phones.

—Allow court-approved
seizure of records and property in
anti-terrorism operations.

—Permit surveillance against a
so-called lone wolf, a non-U.S. citi-
zen engaged in terrorism who may
not be part of a recognized terror-
ist group.

Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,
noted that the bill with privacy
protections had been approved in
committee by a bipartisan majori-
ty. He said the measure “should be

an example of what Democrats
and Republicans can accomplish
when we work together, but I
understand some Republican sen-
ators objected to passing the care-
fully crafted national security,
oversight and judicial review pro-
visions in this legislation.”

The Obama administration
supported the revisions to the law
as approved by the committee,

Republicans have been steadily
pounding the Obama administra-
tion over the closing of the
detainee prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, as well as the possibili-
ty of holding civilian trials for
detainees in the United States.
They have also criticized federal
agents for informing a Nigerian,
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, of
his right to remain silent after 50
minutes of questioning for alleged-
ly trying to ignite explosives on a
Detroit-bound airliner on
Christmas.

Jobless Claims
Rise On Snow
Related Layoffs

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
number of new claims for unem-
ployment benefits jumped unex-
pectedly last week as heavy
snows caused layoffs to rise.

In addition, many state agen-
cies in the mid-Atlantic and New
England regions that process
the claims were closed due to
the storms and are now clearing
out backlogs, a Labor
Department analyst said.

The department said
Thursday that first-time claims
for unemployment insurance
rose by 22,000 to a seasonally
adjusted 496,000. Wall Street
analysts polled by Thomson
Reuters expected a drop to
455,000.

Bad weather can cause job
losses in construction and other
industries sensitive to weather.
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track team.

Dave died in a one-car acci-
dent near Scotland on
Thursday, February 25, 2010.

Goglin
Funeral Home

Tyndall - Scotland - Tripp

David Bierle

SCOTLAND — Funeral serv-
ices for David L. Bierle, 54, of
Scotland will be held at 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, February 27 at
Zion Lutheran Church in
Scotland. Interment will follow
in Rosehill Cemetery, Scotland.

Visitation will be held on
Friday from 3 p.m. until 8 p.m. at
the Goglin Funeral Home in
Scotland. Online condolences
may be sent at
www.goglinfh.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family
prefers memorials be directed
to the Scotland High School

www.goglinfh.com

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif. said in her own closing
speech. “But we will get it done.”

With the conversation veer-
ing between mind-numbing
detail and flaring tempers,
Obama and his Democratic allies
clashed with congressional
Republicans over the right pre-
scription for the nation’s broken
health care system. Though
there was much talk of agree-
ment, each side held onto long-
entrenched positions that left
them far apart. Democrats seek a
kind of broad remake;
Republicans favor much more
modest changes.

“We have a very difficult gap
to bridge here,” said Rep. Eric
Cantor, the No. 2 House
Republican. “We just can't afford
this. That’s the ultimate prob-
lem.”

With Cantor sitting in front of
a giant stack of nearly 2,400
pages representing the
Democrats’ Senate-passed bill,
Obama said cost is a legitimate
question, but he took Cantor and
other Republicans to task for
using political shorthand and
props “that prevent us from hav-
ing a conversation.”

And so it went, hour after
hour at Blair House, just across
Pennsylvania Avenue from the
White House.

It was essentially a con-
densed, one-day version of the
entire past year of debate over
the nation’s health care crisis,

with all its heat, complexity and
detail, and a crash course in the
partisan divide.

Obama and other Democrats
argued that a broad overhaul is
imperative for the nation’s future
economic vitality. The president
cast health care as “one of the
biggest drags on our economy,”
tying his top domestic priority
to an issue that’s even more
pressing to many Americans.

“This is the last chance, as far
as 'm concerned,” Rep. Louise
Slaughter, D-N.Y.

Obama lamented partisan
bickering that has resulted in a
stalemate. “Politics I think ended
up trumping practical common
sense,” he said.

And yet, even as he pleaded
for cooperation — “actually a
discussion, and not just us trad-
ing talking points” — he insisted
on a number of Democratic
points and acknowledged agree-
ment may not be possible, par-
ticularly on the trickiest area of
extending coverage to the unin-
sured and preventing insurers
from denying coverage to those
with pre-existing conditions. “I
don’t know frankly whether we
can close that gap,” he said as
he wrapped things up.

With such hardened positions
well staked out before the meet-
ing, the president and his
Democratic allies prepared to
move on alone — a gamble with
political risks no matter how
they do that.

The option preferred by the
White House and progressives in
the Democratic caucus is the
reconciliation route. GOP Sen.
Lamar Alexander asked
Democrats to swear it off, while
Senate Majority Leader Harry

Bernice Necklace

VERMILLION —  Bernice
Necklace, 57, of Vermillion died
Wednesday, (Feb. 24, 2010) at the
Yankton Medical Clinic.

IN REMEMBRANCE

Lucina Sudbeck
10:30 AM, Friday
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church
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No public services are being
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Reid, D-Nev., defended it. Obama
weighed in with gentle chiding,
asking both sides to focus on
substance and worry about
process later — a plea he made
repeatedly throughout the day
with little success.

A USA Today/Gallup survey
released Thursday found
Americans tilt 49-42 against
Democrats forging ahead by
themselves without any GOP
support. Opposition was even
stronger to the idea of Senate
Democrats using the special
budget rules, with 52 percent
opposed and 39 percent in favor.

A second alternative for
Obama and his party is going
smaller, with a modest bill that
would merely smooth some of
the rough edges from the cur-
rent system. A month after the
Massachusetts election that cost
Democrats their Senate super-
majority and threw the health
legislation in doubt, the White
House has developed its own
slimmed-down health care pro-
posal so the president will know

& 3icioioioioioioioioloioiobo &

Thank You

I want to thank
everyone for all the
cards, gifts, telephone
calls and visits for my
80th Birthday.

It was all so special.

— Harvey Gevens

what the impact would be if he
chooses that route, according to
a Democratic official familiar
with the discussions. That offi-
cial could not provide details,
but Democrats have looked at
approaches including expanding
Medicaid and allowing children
to stay on their parents’ health
plans until around age 26.

Obama himself hinted at a
Democrats-only strategy. When
asked by reporters as he walked
to the summit site if he had a
Plan B, he responded: “I've
always got plans.”
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