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SAN FRANCISCO — Same-sex marriage
moved one step closer to the Supreme Court on
Tuesday when a federal appeals court ruled Cali-
fornia’s ban unconstitutional, saying it serves no
purpose other than to “lessen the status and
human dignity” of gays.

A three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals gave opponents of gay marriage time to
appeal the 2-1 decision before ordering the state
to allow same-sex weddings to resume.

“I’m ecstatic. I recognize that we have a ways
to go yet. We may have one or two more legal
steps,” said Jane Leyland, who was gathered
with a small crowd outside the federal court-
house in downtown San Francisco, cheering as
they learned of the ruling.

She married her longtime partner, Terry Gilb,
during the five-month window when same-sex
marriage was legal in California.

“But when we first got together, I would have
never dreamed in a million years that we would
be allowed to be legally married, and here we
are.”

The ban known as Proposition 8 was ap-
proved by voters in 2008, with 52 percent of the
vote. The court said it was unconstitutional be-
cause it singled out a minority group for dis-
parate treatment for no compelling reason.

The justices concluded that the law had no
purpose other than to deny gay couples mar-
riage, since California already grants them all the
rights and benefits of marriage if they register as
domestic partners.

The appeals court focused its decision exclu-
sively on California’s ban, even though the court
has jurisdiction in nine Western states.

Whether same-sex couples may ever be de-
nied the right to marry “is an important and
highly controversial question,” the court said.
“We need not and do not answer the broader
question in this case.”

Six states allow gay couples to wed — Con-

necticut, New Hampshire, Iowa, Massachusetts,
New York and Vermont, as well as the District of
Columbia. California, as the nation’s most popu-
lous state and home to more than 98,000 gay
couples, would be the gay rights movement’s
biggest prize of them all.

The 9th Circuit panel concluded that a trial-
court judge had correctly interpreted the Consti-
tution and Supreme Court precedents when he
threw out Proposition 8.

The measure “serves no purpose, and has no
effect, other than to lessen the status and human
dignity of gays and lesbians in California, and to
officially reclassify their relationships and fami-
lies as inferior to those of opposite-sex couples,”

Judge Stephen Reinhardt, one of the court’s
most liberal judges, wrote in the 2-1 opinion.

Opponents of gay marriage planned to ask
the Supreme Court to overturn the ruling, which
came more than a year after the appeals court
panel heard arguments in the case.

“We are not surprised that this Hollywood-or-
chestrated attack on marriage — tried in San
Francisco — turned out this way. But we are con-
fident that the expressed will of the American
people in favor of marriage will be upheld at the
Supreme Court,” said Brian Raum, senior coun-
sel for the Alliance Defense Fund, a Christian
legal aid group based in Arizona that helped de-
fend Proposition 8.
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Russia Pushes For Reforms In Syria

BEIRUT (AP) — Days after blocking a U.S.-backed peace plan at
the U.N., senior Russian officials pushed for reforms Tuesday dur-
ing an emergency meeting with Syrian President Bashar Assad, pro-
moting a settlement to end the uprising without removing him from
power.

Thousands of flag-waving government supporters cheered the
Russians in the Syrian capital of Damascus, while to the north,
Assad’s forces pounded the opposition city of Homs — underscor-
ing the sharp divisions propelling the country toward civil war.

The violence has led to the most severe international isolation
in more than four decades of Assad family rule, with country after
country calling home their envoys.

France, Italy, Spain and Belgium pulled their ambassadors from
Damascus, as did six Gulf nations, including Saudi Arabia. Ger-
many, whose envoy left the country this month, said he would not
be replaced. The moves came a day after the U.S. closed its em-
bassy in Syria and Britain recalled its ambassador.

Turkey, once a strong Assad supporter and now one of his most
vocal critics, added its voice to the international condemnation,
with Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan saying his country can-
not remain silent about massacres in Syria. He said Turkey would
“launch a new initiative with countries that stand by the Syrian
people instead of the regime.”

New Energy Pumped Into Reproduction Politics
DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — A political firestorm over abortion and

birth control spread suddenly on Tuesday. A high-ranking official
resigned from the Komen breast-cancer charity after its backtrack-
ing treaty with Planned Parenthood, and Republican presidential
candidates blistered the Obama administration for a recent ruling
on Catholic hospitals and contraception.

The White House made a point of declaring it wanted to allay
the concerns of church-affiliated employers — many would be re-
quired to provide birth control coverage to their workers under
the new rules — but there was no word on how those concerns
might be addressed.

The two-track drama pumped new furor into longstanding dis-
putes that sometimes take a backseat in political campaigns be-
cause the lines are so familiar and firmly drawn. Last week’s
Komen-Planned Parenthood dispute stirred many women’s groups
that support legal abortion. And the Obama ruling touched a nerve
with moderate Roman Catholics who support contraceptives but
also defend their church’s right to run its hospitals and other insti-
tutions according to religious convictions.

Republican presidential candidates pounced on what they con-
sidered a blunder by President Barack Obama. They believe his ad-
ministration’s ruling will alienate moderate Catholic voters who
could prove crucial in November in Ohio, Pennsylvania and
elsewhere.

There also could be political repercussions from the Susan G.
Komen for the Cure controversy. The breast-cancer charity, facing
fierce criticism, mostly from women’s groups, quickly overturned
its decision last week to cut off funding to Planned Parenthood.
Planned Parenthood is a major provider of abortions, but it also
screens women for breast cancer and other health problems.

Pa. Prosecutors Want Sandusky Kept Indoors
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Prosecutors asked Tuesday to have

Jerry Sandusky kept indoors as part of his bail conditions, citing
complaints that the former Penn State football assistant was seen
outside and watching children in a schoolyard from the back porch
of his home, where he remains under house arrest while awaiting
trial on child molestation charges.

The state attorney general’s office argued in a court filing that
Sandusky’s bail conditions should be revised so that he is not al-
lowed outside except to seek medical treatment. Prosecutors said
they opposed Sandusky’s request to be allowed contact with his
grandchildren as he awaits trial on 52 child sex-abuse charges.

“Several individuals from the adjacent elementary school have
expressed concerns for the safety of children at their school and
the adjacent neighborhood,” prosecutors wrote. “Such concerns
will only mushroom if defendant is permitted to roam at will out-
side his house.”

The allegation he was watching children was outlined in an ex-
hibit attached to the filing, a memo from a state investigator to a
county probation officer that said a teacher and intern had re-
ported concern for the children’s safety.

“They advised the neighbor that yesterday they had the chil-
dren outside for recess as it was a warmer day, and that they both
witnessed Mr. Sandusky on his rear house deck watching the chil-
dren play,” wrote investigator Anthony Sassano on Jan. 26.
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Gay activists Ivy Bottini receives a hug from Rick Watts after a press conference in West Hollywood,
California, Tuesday, February 7, 2012. A Federal appeals court struck down California's ban on
same-sex marriage clearing the way for the U.S. Supreme Court to rule on gay marriage. 

Appeals Court:

Same-Sex Marriage Ban Unconstitutional
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WASHINGTON — Rick Santo-
rum seized a solid lead Tuesday
night in Minnesota’s Republican
caucuses, bidding to extinguish
front-runner Mitt Romney’s mod-
est campaign winning streak and
launch a comeback of his own in
the race for the party’s presiden-
tial nomination.

Romney was running a distant
third in returns from one quarter
of the state’s precincts, trailing
both Santorum and Texas Rep.
Ron Paul in a state he had won
during his 2008 run for the nomi-
nation.

Colorado Republicans held
caucuses as well, and the 70 dele-
gates at stake in the two states
combined were the biggest one-
day total so far in the GOP race
to name an opponent for Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Santorum triumphed in the
third state on the ballot Tuesday,
winning a little-contested Mis-
souri primary that was worth

bragging rights but no delegates.
They will be chosen beginning in
caucuses expected to draw far
more competition from Romney,
Gingrich and Paul next month.

Returns from 25 percent of
Minnesota’s precincts showed
Santorum with 44 percent sup-
port, Paul with 27 percent and
Romney — who won the state in
his first try for the nomination
four years ago — with 17 per-
cent. Former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich trailed with 11
percent. 

The first few hundred votes
counted in Colorado trended
Santorum’s way, as well, but the
count there lagged well behind
Minnesota’s.

Romney prevailed in both
Minnesota and Colorado in 2008,
the first time he ran for the nomi-
nation, but the GOP has become
more conservative in both states
since then under the influence of
tea party activists.

There were 37 Republican Na-
tional Convention delegates at
stake in Minnesota and 33 more
in Colorado.

Santorum, a former Pennsyl-
vania senator, campaigned ag-
gressively in all three states,
seeking a breakthrough to revital-
ize a campaign that has struggled
since his narrow first-place finish
in the Iowa caucuses a month
ago.

Paul, a Texas lawmaker, has
yet to win a primary or caucus.
He arrived at a caucus site in
Coon Rapids, Minn., in early
evening to shake hands with
early arrivers, and had to
squeeze his way through a crowd
of autograph seekers.    

Romney began the day the
leader in the delegate chase, with
101 of the 1,144 needed to cap-
ture the nomination at the Re-
publican National Convention
this summer in Tampa. Gingrich
had 32, Santorum 17 and Paul
nine.

Taken together, the number of
delegates at stake Tuesday was
the largest one-day total yet in
the Republican race to pick a
rival for President Barack
Obama. Even so, the campaign-
ing was a pale comparison to the

Iowa caucuses or primaries last
month in New Hampshire, South
Carolina and Florida.

Television advertising was
sparse; neither Colorado nor
Minnesota hosted a candidates’
debate, and there was relatively
little campaigning by the con-
tenders themselves until the past
few days. 

The same was true in last
weekend’s Nevada caucuses,
which Romney won on the heels
of a Florida primary victory days
earlier. The same pattern holds
in Maine, where caucuses finish
on Saturday. 

Not until primaries in Michi-
gan and Arizona on Feb. 28 is the
campaign likely to regain the in-
tensity that characterized the
first few weeks of the year. 

Then it roars back to life with
a 10-state Super Tuesday on
March 6 with 416 convention del-
egates at stake. Georgia, where
Gingrich launched his career in
Congress, is the biggest prize
that night with 76 delegates. Next
is Ohio, which has 63 delegates
at stake and where early voting
has already begun.

Santorum Seizes Early Minnesota Lead, Wins Missouri


