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Syrian Forces
Massing

Outside Of

Resistance
Stronghold

BY BRIAN MURPHY
AND ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Syrian tanks and
troops massed Monday outside
the resistance stronghold of
Homs for a possible ground as-
sault that one activist warned
could unleash a new round of
fierce and bloody urban combat
even as the Red Cross tried to
broker a cease-ire to allow emer-
gency aid in.

A flood of military reinforce-
ments has been a prelude to pre-
vious offensives by President
Bashar Assad’s regime, which has
tried to use its overwhelming fire-
power to crush an opposition
that has been bolstered by de-
fecting soldiers and hardened by
11 months of street battles.

“The human loss is going to
be huge if they retake Baba Amr,”
said Rami Abdul-Rahman, who
heads the Britain-based activist
group Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights.

The central city of Homs —
and in particular the opposition
district known as Baba Amr —
has become a critical ground for
both sides.

The opposition has lionized it
as “Syria’s Misrata” after the
Libyan city where rebels fought
off a brutal government siege.
Assad’s regime wants desperately
to erase the embarrassing defi-
ance in Syria’s third-largest city
after weeks of shelling, including
a barrage of mortars that killed
up to 200 people earlier this
month. At least nine people were
killed in shelling Monday, ac-
tivists said.

Another massive death toll
would only bring further interna-
tional isolation on Assad from
Western and Arab leaders.

“The massacre in Syria goes
on,” said U.S. Sen. John McCain
during a visit to Cairo, where he
urged Washington and its allies to
find way to help arm and equip
Syrian rebels.

McCain, a senior member of
the Senate Armed Service Com-
mittee, said he did not support di-
rect U.S. weapons supplies to
Syrian opposition forces, but has
suggested the Arab League or
others could help bolster the
fighting power of the anti-Assad
groups. The U.S,, he said, could
assist with equipment such as
medical supplies or global posi-
tioning devices.

“It is time we gave them the
wherewithal to fight back and
stop the slaughter,” he said.

Assad’s fall also would be a
potentially devastating blow for
his close ally Iran, which counts
on Syria as its most reliable Arab
ally and a pathway for aid to
Tehran’s patron Hezbollah in
Lebanon. But McCain urged for
“like-minded” Western and Arab
nations also to guard against at-
tempts by al-Qaida or other ex-
tremists to exploit a leadership
vacuum if the regime crumbles.

“For us to sit back and do
nothing while people are being
slaughtered ... is an affront to
everything America stands for
and believes in,” said McCain,
suggesting that the Republicans
could seek to make Syria a cen-
tral campaign issue in this year’s
U.S. presidential election.

But U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton, on a visit
to Mexico on Monday, dodged a
question about whether the U.S.
could accept Arab countries or
others arming the Syrian rebels.

We are all working for the
planned friends of Syria meeting
at the end of this week, which we
think will give us a chance to
come together and chart a way
forward,” she said.

She said the meeting in
Tunisia “will demonstrate the
Assad regime is increasingly iso-
lated and that the brave Syrian
people need our support and soli-
darity.”

But she said that should be
expressed through humanitarian
help and encouragement to the
Syrian opposition to promise that
everyone they will be repre-
sented in a new Syria.

In Cairo, Arab League Secre-
tary-General Nabil Elaraby sug-
gested at a news conference that
Russia and China — two coun-
tries that recently supported
Damascus by vetoing a U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolution condemn-
ing Assad’s regime — may be
shifting their positions.

“There are some indications,
especially from China and to
some degree from Russia that
there may be a change in their
stance,” he said, without elabo-
rating.

Syria-based activist Mustafa
Osso told The Associated Press
that Assad’s military should face
strong resistance as residents
plan to fight until “the last per-
son.” He added that Homs is fac-
ing “savage shelling that does not
differentiate between military or
civilians targets.”
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Oil Prices Rise After Iran Supply Cut

BY PABLO GORONDI
Associated Press

0Oil prices jumped to a nine-month high
above $105 a barrel on Monday after Iran
said it halted crude exports to Britain and
France in an escalation of a dispute over the
Middle Eastern country’s nuclear program.

By Monday afternoon, benchmark March
crude was up $2.02 to $105.26 per barrel in
electronic trading on the New York Mercan-
tile Exchange, the highest since May. The
contract rose 93 cents to settle at $103.24
per barrel in New York on Friday.

[ran’s announcement will likely have min-
imal impact on supplies, analysts said, be-
cause only about 3 percent of France’s oil
consumption is from Iranian sources. Britain
had not imported oil from the Islamic repub-
lic in six months.

“The price rise is more a reflection of
concerns about the further escalation in ten-
sions between Iran and the West,” said com-
modity analyst Caroline Bain of the
Economist Intelligence Unit. “Banning the
tiny quantities of exports to the UK. and

France involves very little risk for Iran — in-
deed quite the opposite, it catches the head-
lines and leads to a higher global oil price,
which is something Iran is very keen to en-
courage.”

Markets in the United States are closed
Monday for the Presidents Day holiday.

Iran’s oil ministry said Sunday it stopped
crude shipments to British and French com-
panies in an apparent pre-emptive blow
against the European Union after the bloc
imposed sanctions on Iran’s crucial fuel ex-
ports. They include a freeze of the country’s
central bank assets and an oil embargo set
to begin in July.

Iran’s Oil Minister Rostam Qassemi had
warned earlier this month that Tehran could
cut off oil exports to “hostile” European na-
tions. The 27-nation EU accounts for about
18 percent of Iran’s oil exports.

Tehran also is considering extending the
embargo to other European countries, a
semiofficial [ranian news agency reported
Monday.

The head of Iran’s state oil company
Ahmad Qalehbani was quoted by the Mehr

“Banning the tiny quantities
of exports to the U.K. and
France involves very little risk
for Iran — indeed quite the
opposite, it catches the head-
lines and leads to a higher
global oil price, which is
something Iran is very keen
to encourage.”

CAROLINE BAIN

agency as saying that the country would
stop selling crude to nations who take action
against Tehran.

The EU sanctions, along with other puni-
tive measures imposed by the U.S., are part
of Western efforts to derail Iran’s disputed
nuclear program, which the West fears is
aimed at developing atomic weapons. Iran
denies the charges, and says its program is
for peaceful purposes.

Oil prices also rose on hopes that
Greece’s new bailout deal will be approved
on Monday as well as by China’s decision to
boost money supply bid to spur lending and
economic growth. China’s central bank said
Saturday it will lower the ratio of funds that
banks must hold as reserves, a move that
frees tens of billions of dollars.

Oil has jumped from $96 earlier this
month amid optimism the global economy
may grow more this year than previously ex-
pected. J.P. Morgan raised its Brent crude
price forecast to as high as $135 from $120
— on Monday, the April Brent crude con-
tract was up 79 cents at $120.37 per barrel
on the ICE Futures exchange.

“Building economic momentum has the
potential to pull oil prices higher for the
next 12 to 24 months,” J.P. Morgan said in a
report.

In other energy trading in March con-
tracts, heating oil gained 3 cents to $3.22 per
gallon and gasoline futures rose 3.2 cents to
$3.22 per gallon. Natural gas lost 7 cents to
$2.62 per 1,000 cubic feet.

GOP ’'Super PACs’ Buoyed By Mega Donors In January

WASHINGTON (AP) — A pair of
“super” political action commit-
tees supporting top Republican
presidential candidates spent
nearly $24 million in January,
drawing upon major gifts and re-
peat donations from wealthy busi-
ness executives, according to
financial reports the groups filed
Monday with the government.

The super PACs — Mitt Rom-
ney-leaning Restore Our Future

ning Our Future — raised a com-
bined $17 million last month. That
financial strength allowed the
groups to hit the airwaves in key
primary states with millions of dol-
lars in expensive TV ads.

The groups’ fundraising offers a
periodic behind-the-scenes
glimpse into the identities of the
wealthy supporters who will help
elect the next president, along with
details on how the tens of millions

spent this election season. Restore
Our Future, which spent $14 mil-
lion last month, has been boosted
by more than two dozen repeat
donors. Winning Our Future, which
spent $9.7 million, is largely sup-
ported by casino mogul Sheldon
Adelson and his wife.

The super PACs, as well as
other groups supporting other can-
didates and the individual cam-
paigns, were required to disclose

identities of their donors in re-
ports filed with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission by midnight

Monday.

Those reports provided a snap-
shot of fundraising for President
Barack Obama’s early campaign
and for Republican candidates as
they battled during important pri-
mary elections in January. During

and Newt Gingrich-supportive Win-
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EXTREMELY LOUD AND
INCREDIBLY CLOSE

Fri. 7:30 PM - Sat. 7:30 PM - Sun. 4 PM

Students *2.00 Adults *5.00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD
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YOU
CAN
EAT

Hot Beef Platter....$7.95

Sirloin Tips............ $8.95
Soup, Salad &
HotBread............ $5.95

Or order from our fabulous menu!

The

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

1-402-388-2400 0
CROFTON, NE

www.theargohotel.com

VFW Post 791
209 Cedar

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Northeast Nebraska

Lridnt,

Pinochle Tournament
6:30pm Registration
7pm Start — $5 pp

Bring Your Partner! Everyone Welcome!

Wednesday & Sunda
5-7pm Cooks Choice
Thursday
Karaoke with Papa Ray
7-11pm
6-7pm — Domestic Beers

$25 Drawn Every 15 Minutes 7:15pm-Midnight
2-$500 Gift Card Drawings to Walmart

Must be present to win, to qualify must have won $50 or more and filled out a yellow ticket

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH

Anniversary Match Play
Buy $10 in Credits Get $5 in Free Play
First 50 Customers at 1:00 & 7:00pm

$1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries $5.00
Friday
Deep Fried Catfish
Serving 5:30-8:00
Saturday

Freddies Combo
Deep Fried Catfish & Reg Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-7:30

CASINO

Nebraska’s First Casino
5 miles east of Niobrara,
NE off Hwy. 12 - 402-857-3860

Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Each Month

Breakfast Buffet $7.50 - All Day Buffet $10.50 Roast Beef & Chicken

Daily Noon & Dinner Specials

Lo

& PROM EXPO

March 4, 2012
\ 12-4p.m.
Skylon Ballroom

320 S. Robinson, Hartington, NE

Runway Show

OHIYA BINGO
Friday, February 24th

Regular Session $16 Pays $50,
$7 X-tra Packet

Saturday, February 25th

$20 Pays $75, $10 X-tra Packet,
Warm-Ups 6PM, Reg. Session 6:30pm

OHIYA RESTAURANT

Saturday, February 25th

CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY
REMODELED RESTAURANT!

ALL upjgger & Better”

Bedet

Every Friday During Lent
from 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Large Salad Bar, 5 Kinds of
Seafood, Potatoes, Soup,
Debbie’s Delicious Deviled Eggs,
Vegetables & Dessert Bar.

So get off your BASS and load up all
the little SHRIMPS and head on over to...

WIEBELHAUS RECREATION

in Crofton, NE 402-388-4640

the month, GOP candidates Newt
Gingrich and Rick Santorum had
briefly surged ahead of front-run-
ner Mitt Romney but trailed the
former Massachusetts governor in
fundraising. Since then, Santorum
has climbed remarkably in polls as
support eroded just as stunningly
for Gingrich following his disap-
pointing showing in Florida.

More World News On Page 12

Friday Lenten
FISH FRY 5

Serving 5-9pm

Every Frlday Feb. 24-April 6
Featuring All You Can Eat
Alaskan Pollock, Catfish,
Popcorn Shrimp, Popcorn

Chicken, Potatoes & Salad Bar.
(No Chicken Buffet on
Wednesday Nights During Lent)

Joe's
Substation

Rural Lesterville « 605-364-7414

3 p.m.

The Neat Freaks

“Get Organized — Stay Organized”

Home Organizing Party

The Neat Freaks invite you to
HOP into the Yankton Summit
Center Meeting Room on...

February 27 » 7:00 PM
Cost: $10.00

Who knew organizing could be so fun!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH piesevichl

$500 in Total Cash Drawings

or email NicoleSpurrell@DiscoverNeatFreaks.com

« Learn a system to control all of the
paper that comes into your home.

+ Choose to create and take home
your own Home Information Binder

« Enjoy refreshments and get some
great tips on how to “Get Organized
and Stay Organized!”

RSVP to Nicole at 605-760-3224

An Evening
of amazing

www.ohiyacasino.com Pancake Buffet $5.50 cash bar,
gWT”,?;’ g;:t gepglf_gidlvaﬁon Dinner Buffet $10.50 Chicken & BBQ Ribs (ve and silent
> Sunday, February 26th At ons.

NEW,

WE WANT YOUR

CONSIGNMENTS?!

OURIGREATESTRDEMANDAIS,FOR

“QUALITY FURNITURE ‘-HOUSEHOLD ITEMS -KITCHENWARE -HOME DECOR

Drop-Offs Accepted: Wed. 10:30am-4:30pm and Sat. 9:00am-3:00pm
Store Hours: M-F 10:30am-5:30pm, Sat. 9:00am-4:00pm
1 mile east of Vermillion on SD Hwy. 50 — 2719 SD Hwy. 50, Vermillion

605.624.0062
wWww.new22

yousd.com

We are currently
accepting spring

& summer
clothing only! Hu

Experience... the Difference!

oW ),NATIONAL BANK

Lewis&claR Theatre .
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hors doeuvres,

SATURDAY, MARCH 1775
MINERVA'S

1607 E. Highway 50 -Yankton, S.D.

DOORS OPEN BRE G () O-n

Back by popular demand...
Yankton’s version of the David Letterman Show
featuring Chris Hilson, with Mike Hilson Band.
All under the direction Terry Winter.

1 [FIRST DAKOTA

! Limited Seating Available
All proceeds from the Gala will benefit the Lewis & Clark Theatre Company

The Luck
of the Irish

Tickets maybe purchased ($50) by contacting
Lewis & Clark Theatre Box Office or
Lynn Becker 605-661-8207
Lelia Elder 605-665-4353
Michele Leibfarth 605-661-0303
Becky Tasa 605-661-8900




