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Lane said the findings were
problematic but not devastating.
Many of the practices had been cor-
rected before the audit was com-
plete, and the board could address
the rest of them, he stated.

However, the heat was turned
up on the JRWDD during this leg-
islative session by District 3 Sen. Al
Novstrup (R-Aberdeen), who intro-
duced a bill that would dissolve the
organization. Unless JRWDD man-
ager Darrell Raschke resigned,
Novstrup said he would pursue pas-
sage of the legislation.

Lane spoke with his fellow board
members and said they all agreed
that, given the circumstances,
Raschke could no longer be effec-
tive in his position. On Feb. 15,
Lane said he asked Raschke to re-
sign immediately.

Between the time that he spoke
with board members and made the
request of Raschke, Lane said some
board members had backed off on
their conviction that Raschke
needed to resign immediately.

At that point, Lane said, he had
no more patience for the situation.

“When I resigned, some of my
board members had a difference of
opinion on the actual definition of
the word ‘immediately,” he said. “I
decided to give them an example.”

Raschke wouldn't resign until
Monday during a special meeting of

the JRWDD.

Since then, Novstrup has said he
will continue to push for the disso-
lution of the district based on new
allegations of board wrongdoing
that he has not yet disclosed and
because Lane is no longer a part of
the board. Novstrup said he be-
lieved Lane would be instrumental
in fixing what he sees as wrong with
the JRWDD.

“Any one person on that board
shouldn’t make a big difference on
whether you have or don’t have leg-
islation to replace it,” Lane said. “I
sincerely thank Sen. Novstrup for
his efforts. [ also thank the people
on the board for theirs. They may
disagree, but they are pursuing the
best interests of the district and
taxpayers.”

Having had some time to digest
the most recent developments,
Lane said he has no regrets about
resigning from the JRWDD board.

He does, however, have mixed
feelings about the organization and
his time serving it.

“It was a really good experience.
[ learned a lot,” Lane said. “There
were some unfortunate aspects,
though.”

He said he doesn’t necessarily
oppose dissolving the JRWDD as
Novstrup proposes. But he will
need more details about what
would come after the dissolution
before he makes up his mind about
supporting it.

The experience with the board
has spurred Lane to ask questions
about the very basis of the JRWDD.

“When the JRWDD was originally
established, abundant funding was

available from a variety of sources,”
he wrote in a letter to Novstrup last
week announcing his resignation.
“At that time, it was important to
have a structure in place that pro-
vided local matching funds en-
abling projects throughout the
district to access these resources.
That environment no longer exists
and is unlikely to return in the fore-
seeable future.

“A broad interpretation of [the]
mission statement has allowed
funding of anything from a biomass
study to municipal infrastructure
with no connection to the river,”
the letter continues. “Simply remov-
ing the current manager will not ad-
dress this.”

Despite being involved in good
things like a district-wide water
quality project and removing debris
to prevent bridge damage in Yank-
ton County, Lane said that if the
JRWDD were to go away, Yankton
County residents would not likely
notice it.

“It’s not a huge tax burden,” he
stated. “And a flooding year would-
n't get any better or worse. You
can't do anything to prevent the
kind of flooding we've seen in re-
cent years.”

From 2003 to the present, Yank-
ton County taxpayers have been
levied $767,000 by the JRWDD.

“It’s tough for this water district
to be a really effective use of (Yank-
ton County) taxpayer dollars, be-
cause we are on the very bottom
end (of the James River),” Lane
said. “We get the full force of all the
flow, but we really can’t address too
many things within the county. We

have to be content with funding
projects upstream.”

An area where he could see the
JRWDD getting involved with in the
future includes building dams along
tributaries into the James River.

“They’re a tiny drop in the
bucket, but cumulatively, if you
have enough of them, they could
make a difference (with flooding),”
Lane stated.

They are also good for water
quality, wildlife and livestock, he
added.

“I've always thought the poten-
tial for partnering with conserva-
tion organizations to address water
quality issues and to help with
recreational aspects hasn’t been
fully explored,” Lane continued.

With Lane’s resignation, the
JRWDD will advertise the vacancy
and accept applications for the
board seat.

Lane said he hopes there is local
interest in the seat. He is willing to
answer questions for anyone who is
thinking about applying.

“It's important that if Yankton
County is going to contribute funds
to this that we have representa-
tion,” Lane stated.

Depending on what happens in
the Legislature, he said the board
will have a lot of work to do in the
coming months.

“Right now, it’s kind of a
‘nowhere to go but up’ situation,”
Lane said. “If things don’t improve,
Yankton County does always have
the ability to opt out. I'd encourage
our county commissioners to keep
track of what is going on and see if
they are receiving a good value.”

PAGE 9

Meeting
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“We'll stay longer to talk with people, but we wanted to
finish the meeting within an hour so people could come on
their lunch hour.”

Other area meetings will be held today at WH. Over Mu-
seum, 1110 Ratingen Street, Vermillion, and Friday at WFLA
Hall, Spruce and Park Avenues, Niobrara, Neb. Those meet-
ings will be held from 5:30-8 p.m. and will begin with an open
house.

Meetings were held earlier this week in Sioux Falls and
Wagner. The Wagner meeting, added to the original schedule,
was requested by Yankton Sioux tribal members and used
the one-hour lunchtime format, Mietz said.

The federal agencies have contacted the federally-recog-
nized tribes affected by the land-protection plan. He antici-
pates hearing more tribal concerns at Friday’s meeting.

“At Niobrara, we will be asking the Santee (Sioux) and
Ponca tribes, along with other area residents, for their input,”
he said. “Hopefully, we will continue the dialogue with them
on what they desire for future development.”

The NPS and USFWS may approach landowners about
easements, but the plan won’t use condemnation procedures
or eminent domain, Mietz said.

NPS staff members have met with all 10 counties affected
by this scoping study, Mietz said. He visited with the Yank-
ton, Clay, Cedar, Knox and Dixon county commissions. Other
staff members met with Charles Mix, Bon Homme, Boyd,
Dakota and Union counties.

Comments may be submitted through March 16 for con-
sideration by the NPS and USFWS during development of the
Land Protection Plan. There will be another opportunity to
comment on the draft Land Protection Plan in the fall of 2012.

For more information or to submit comments, visit the
project website http://parkplanning.nps.gov/niob-ponca.

To receive additional information or to ask questions con-
cerning the land-protection plan, contact Mietz at (605) 665-
0209 or Nick Kaczor, the USFWS planning team leader, at
(303) 236-4387.
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Operations, ric

Fred Haar Co.

Hwy 50, Yankton - 800-952-2424
Hwy 81, Freeman - 800-251-6912
Hwy 46, Wagner - 888-384-4580

huberw@deerequipment.com

Roy Johnson
Roofing, Inc. "

* Standard Seam

* Repairing & New Roofs

* Built-Up Roofing

* One-Ply Roofing
System FREE

STIMATE.
500 Burleigh
Yankton ¢ 665-7731

Congrats on a Great Year &
Good Luck in the Post-Season!

2012 Yankton Gazelles Gymnastics

Photo courtesy of Yankton School District
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Front Row: Rylee Smith,

1607 E Hwy 50 - Yankton, SD
605/664-2244
www.minervas.net

AND
Beyond

Full Service Salon

311 Cedar, Yankton
664-HAIR (4247)

Carmen, Michelle
& Gerri

Sarah Pearson, Savannah
Chambers, Holly Bouza,
Morgan Jones, Cody Hanzlik,
Jordan Lightner, Dustin
Nieman, Zach Sealey, Juan
Gutierrez, Alex Slagle,
Marissa Stucky, Kendyll
Albrecht, Tori Sage. Second
Row: Tristin Rueb, Logan
Ramey, Cole Dather, Paige
Medeck, Noah Vetter,

Michael Montoya, Thomas
Kruse, Logan Smith, Casey [
Skillingstad, Mason Strahl,
CJ Warren, James Hisek,
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2012 Yankton Bucks Wrestling
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Finished 11th at State Gymnast:cs

Royce Reisner, Levi Davis, Spencer Huber, Matt Huber, Ethan Lucht Dylan Borgstrom Kam

Kendall, Callie Pospishl.Third Row: Taylor Rueb, Katie Greeneway, Robbie Borgstrom, Collin
Muth, Zach Hanzlik, Sheldon Gant, Jordan Lucht, Kenneth Ohrazda, Robbie Darcy, Brock
Folkers, Skylar Elle, Hunter Ryan, Alex Honeywell, Cody Vornhagen

State Meet is Feb. 24-25 in Aberdeen

Front: Kolbi Kennedy,
Elle Hiltunen

1st Row: Kaitlin
Guthmiller, Rose
Ruffinott, Elizabeth Rust,
Cheyenne Crisman,
KadyTronvold, Haleigh
Diede

2nd Row: Sophie
Bisgard, Payton Pierce,
Meagan Eilers, Miranda
Hallberg, Kendall Lillie,
Mataya Johns

3rd Row: Lindsay
Larson, Elsie Kotalik,
Alisa Ruzicka, Charlotte
Taggart, Chelsey Hisek,
~ Ashtyn Haak

Not Pictured; Kim Cap
and Alexis Petersen
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Stewart
Carpet Center

Established 1958
1803 Broadway,
Yankton, SD
Ph. 605-665-7183

Carpet and Hard Surface Flooring

TONY ELLIS
AUTO SALES

Tony & Donna Ellis

605-665-3720

USED CARS & PICK-UPS
1 3/4 miles East on Hwy 50
1200 Ellis Rd.
Yankton, SD

804 Summit St. * Yankton, SD

(605) 665-2212
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Slowey
Construction

sSdpa.
o
Shaping the future

2500 Alumax Road
Yankton
605-665-6063

103 W. 3rd ® Downtown Yankton
665-2813
M-F 8-6 ¢ Sat 8-5
2404 Broadway *Yankton
260-2813
M-F 8-8 ¢ Sat 8-6 ® Sun 10-5
www.kopetskysace.com

o

Bonnie’s
Shgar Design

Owner Bonnie Kozak

Stylist: Kathy Shelburg

1024 Broadway
Yankton, SD

605-665-5761

Scott %mé/%

Dentistry

1101 Broadway, Suite 105
Yankton, SD 57078
Phone: 605-665-2448
Fax: 605-665-1404

www.edwardjones.com
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2510 W. 31st.
Yankton, SD

(605) 668-8489

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Wayne Ibarolle
Financial Advisor
220 West 3rd
Yankton, SD 57078
665-4567

Calvin D. Riesgaard
Financial Advisor

508 W. 23rd #1

Yankton, SD 57078
665-7912

Devin Anderson
Financial Advisor

" 508 W. 23rd #1
Yankton, SD 57078
665-7912

PREMIUM
BEST
TRANSPORT

1501 Wek Road
Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9202

SIGNTECH
Vinyl Lellering
& Signd
605-665-2957

3206 E. Hwy 50
Yankton, SD

Mead Lumber

ynw Hemelouse Lumber Yord Sivce 191

New Year...
New Name...

New Look!

formerly Fullerton Lumber
2409 Broadway, Yankton

605-665-9651

New Location!

201 Pine Street, Yankton, SD

Right across from the old
Gurney’s building

605-260-0920

Full Service Salon
The Cutting

CrewiLc

409 Cedar St. * Yankton

(605-664-4400

Walk-Ins Welcome

(Located one block north

of Cotton QOil in with
Mike Lemon Insurance)

YANKTON DAILY
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319 Walnut
Yankton, SD
665-7811




