
jack, poker and slot machines,
Eliason said. The higher limit
could be applied to any or all of
the games, he said.

“That decision would be made
by casino management,” he said.

Fort Randall currently oper-
ates seven blackjack tables and
three poker tables. In addition,
the casino offers a bingo hall, 250
slot machines classified as Class
III, and 136 slot machines classi-
fied as Class II.

Aungie acknowledges that tak-
ing the next step to $1,000 repre-
sents a major change.

One major operational con-
cern would be housing the
amount of cash needed to cover
large payouts, she said. The
casino would also likely set up a
separate gaming area for high
rollers to ensure greater privacy
and security, she said.

A higher bet limit is not the
only major change under consid-
eration at Fort Randall, as the
casino might seek to double its
number of slot machines to 500,
Aungie said.

“They let Flandreau (Royal
River Casino) go to 500 slot ma-
chines because of the opening of
Grand Falls Casino near Inwood,
Iowa,” she said. “It would be nice
if we could get more Class III slot
machines.”

While the current state-YST
compact contains a limit of 250
Class III slot machines, there are
no limits on the number of black-
jack and poker tables, Eliason
said. Class II machines are not
subject to a state-tribal gaming
compact, he said.

The state-YST compact is sub-
ject to review every four years
from its effective date. The cur-
rent compact will remain in effect
until May 4, 2013, Eliason said. Ei-
ther party may give notice to the
other party, 180 days prior to the
end of the four-year period, of
provisions it believes require re-
view or amendment.

The higher bet limit and move
to 500 slot machines, if added,
would tie in well with the
casino’s expanded gaming area
opened last June, Aungie said.
The next phase of the project
calls for a new convention center
and hotel, along with upgrading
the restaurant and lounge.

“We’re looking at knowing a
lot more in May, whether we get

a grant or loan from the
Shakopee tribe,” she said. “If we
do get it, then we’ll go through
with the convention center and
hotel.”

The price of gasoline, which is
made from crude oil, has soared
as oil prices rise. The national av-
erage jumped by nearly 12 cents
per gallon in a week, with state
averages above $4 per gallon in
California, Alaska and Hawaii. 

It looks like they’ll keep
climbing. 

Tom Kloza, publisher and
chief oil analyst at Oil Price Infor-
mation Service, said pump prices
will add at least another 10 to 15
cents per gallon in coming days
to reflect a recent jump in whole-
sale markets. The national aver-
age will likely peak in late April,
Kloza said, rising as high as $4.25
per gallon.

The rise will weigh on the
economy, pushing leisure and
business travel costs higher.
Every one-cent increase in the
price of gasoline costs the econ-
omy $1.4 billon, analysts say.  

Prices have been surging par-
ticularly on the West Coast
where a BP refinery was shut
down after a fire. That refinery in
Blaine, Wash., is the third-largest
on the West Coast with a produc-

tion capacity of 230,000 barrels
per day. 

The fire comes at a tough time
for the refining industry. Most re-
finers are already slowing pro-
duction to get ready for a switch
over from winter to more expen-
sive summer fuel blends. The
seasonal switch usually creates a
temporary dip in supplies that

pushes prices higher at this time
of year. The loss of the BP refin-
ery could make that dip even
deeper.

Gasoline has become a major
political issue this year as prices
tick higher. 

Some lawmakers have called
on the Obama administration to
release more oil from emergency

stockpiles in the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, but analysts say
that would be ineffective. The
government tried that last sum-
mer after the Libyan uprising
forced that country’s oil fields to
shut down. Prices dipped
slightly, but they eventually re-
bounded and are now close to
last year’s peak.

Independent oil analyst An-
drew Lipow pointed out that the
U.S. has adequate oil supplies
right now, and a release of extra
supplies wouldn’t make much
sense. Traders are mostly con-
cerned with how the Iran situa-
tion will affect supplies this
summer. Nobody’s sure what will
happen, Lipow said, and that is
pushing investors to buy more
oil as an insurance policy against
a major conflict.

“It’s just unclear how this
plays out,” Lipow said. “The
worry is that Iran will be forced
into a position that they try to
impact their neighbors in some
way” and curtail oil production
in the entire region. 

In other energy trading, heat-
ing oil rose by a penny to $3.31
per gallon, while gasoline futures
rose by 3 cents to $3.15 per gal-
lon. Natural gas prices fell by 10
cents to $2.52 per 1,000 cubic
feet.
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 gifts fo r o u r 60th W ed d in g 

 An n iversa ry. 
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 Lyle & Betty Haffner
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POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at the

Yankton Animal Shelter. For more infor-
mation call the Yankton Police Depart-
mentʼs Animal Control Officer, from 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at 661-
9494, or 668-5210. A $5 fee is required
to adopt an animal. 

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan publishes

police and sheriff reports as a public
service to its readers. It is important to
remember that an arrest should not
imply guilt and that every person is pre-
sumed innocent until proven otherwise.
When juveniles are released from jail,
it is into the care of a parent or
guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &
Dakotan to publish all names made
available in the police and court re-
ports. There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS
• James Tucker, 43, Yankton, was

arrested Thursday on three warrants
for failure to appear for dispositional
conferences.

• Ernest Randles, 40, Yankton, was
arrested Thursday for aggravated as-
sault.

• Alan Voracek, 51, Yankton, was
arrested Thursday for simple assault
(domestic).

• Jeff Dangel, 37, Yankton, was ar-
rested Thursday for second-degree
vandalism/intentional damage to prop-
erty $400-$1,000.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 3:38 p.m.

Thursday that a 2004 Nissan Titan
pickup driven by a St. Helena, Neb.,

man collided with a 2010 Toyota
Corolla driven by a Gayville woman on
Ferdig Ave. near Highway 50. Esti-
mated value of the damage to the vehi-
cles was $1,500 and $2,850,
respectively. The driver of the Nissan
was given a traffic citation.

• A report was received at 5:51 a.m.
Friday of a parking lot accident in the
3600 block of Broadway.

• A report was received at 3:45 p.m.
Friday of a parking lot accident in the
2000 block of Broadway.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 10:31 a.m. Thursday that a
vehicle slid into a ditch along 435th
Ave. and struck a tree. Minor damage
was done to the vehicle.

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 7:36 p.m.

Thursday of a domestic assault in the
600 block of Douglas Ave. A male was
arrested.

• A report was received at 2:05 p.m.
Friday that a male juvenile sexually as-
saulted a female juvenile in January.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 9 a.m. Thursday that sus-
pects were apprehended in Sioux Falls
after having allegedly stolen wooden
pallets from a business along Highway
81.

• A sheriffʼs office report was re-
ceived at 6:25 a.m. Friday that a 1995
Jeep Cherokee had been stolen from a
residence near 291st St.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report anony-

mous information on unlawful activity in
the City of Yankton or in Yankton
County is encouraged to contact the
Crime Stoppers tip line at 665-4440.

75 YEARS AGO    
Thursday, February 25, 1937
• A thief in Mitchell who needed

$12.51 stole exactly that amount from
the Tower Market here.  The money
was taken from a sack which contained
$90 in cash and more than $200 in
checks.  

• Watertown residents  voted to re-
tain the present aldermanic form of city
government against a proposed
change to a commissioner system in a
special election held here.  The vote
was 1,939 to 559.  In 1912 Watertown
residents, by a small margin voted to
adopt the commissioner form, but in
1916 reverted to the present alder-
manic system by an overwhelming
majority.  

50 YEARS AGO
Sunday, February 25, 1962

No paper.  

25 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, February 25, 1987
• Federal regulators, despite a cho-

rus of protests, may move within days
to cut state and local authorities  out of
decisions over whether nuclear power
plants are worth the dangers they pose
to populous areas.  The Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, host of an often
fiery debate Tuesday over who bears
final responsibility for the “peaceful”
atom, is expected to vote by the end of
the week on a staff proposal to restore
nuclear sovereignty unto itself.  

• The Menno Heritage Museum was
recently named to the National Register
of Historic Places.  The Gottlieb Schmitt
House, 150 W. Poplar qualified as a
symbol of historic significance as it re-
tains many of its original architectural
features including frame siding, front
porch with slender columns and narrow
one-over-one sash rectangular win-
dows.  Mennoʼs Historical Society pur-
chased the house in 1983 and officially
opened it to tourists in 1986.  

CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures
mostly rose Friday on the Chicago
Board of Trade.

Wheat for March delivery fell 0.75
cent to $6.41 a bushel; March corn rose
1.25 cent to $6.4075 a bushel; March
oats fell 1 cent to $3.1950 a bushel;
while March soybeans rose 2.25 cents
to $12.79 a bushel.

Beef and pork futures traded mixed
on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.

April live cattle fell 0.17 cent to
$1.2950 a pound; March feeder cattle
rose 0.02 cent to $1.5767 a pound;
while April lean hogs rose 0.12 cent to
89.72 cents a pound.

FRIDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 6-21, White

Balls: 16-17

PICK 3: 7-1-0
PICK 5: 06-09-24-31-36
MYDAY: Month: 3, Day: 10, Year:

83

Following is the average price of a
gallon of regular unleaded gasoline in
various communities around the state
as of late this week, according to a
weekly survey conducted by the
Mitchell and Yankton newspapers,
along with information from AAA.
Mitchell......................................$3.541
Rapid City .................................$3.321
Sioux Falls ................................$3.564
Yankton .....................................$3.505
South Dakota average ..............$3.498
National average.......................$3.647
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