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With more than 8,000 feath-
ers, the typical chicken has
enough nature-given insulation
to keep itself warm during even
the coldest of winters, as long as
it’s able to find a dry spot out of
the wind.

“Adults have down feathers as
well as chicks, and they’re dis-
tributed on many parts of the
body,” said Richard Brzozowski,
coordinator of the Applied Poul-
try Science Training Project and
a University of Maine Extension
backyard poultry specialist. “The
birds will typically fluff them-
selves up and can withstand
colder temperatures than hu-
mans can.”

Misguided poultry owners will
keep their birds locked up in an
airtight shed during this time of
the year, to keep their birds
warm, which is not only unneces-
sary but can also lead to health
problems, Brzozowski says. And
unless the temperature will stay
below zero for a prolonged pe-
riod of time, he never recom-
mends using supplemental heat
to prevent frostbite.

“It’s amazing how many fires
are caused by heat lamps in poul-
try houses,” Brzozowski
commented.

Besides, “it’s no good for
birds to be going back and forth
between the two different levels
of temperature,” he added.

Chicken coops need ventila-
tion with outside air. While it’s
important to prevent drafts, stale
air combined with the humidity
from the chickens’ body heat and
a buildup of manure will cause
disease. A cold, dry, and clean
building is better for poultry
than a warm one.

Bedding should be dry and
changed whenever the odor of
the manure becomes noticeable.
Brzozowski says wood shavings
are more absorbent than straw,
dry grass, or dry leaves but to
avoid cedar chips, as some poul-
try owners report respiratory
problems in their birds, as well
as pine clippings, which can give
eggs an off flavor.

Nest boxes and roosts should
be provided, to allow for chick-
ens’ natural tendencies.

“It’s really interesting that the
birds will move together at night
to combine their heat and then
move apart as the dawn nears,”
Brzozowski said.

If chickens aren’t using the
roosts, try a different design or
height, or simply add more
roosts to give more choice. Not
using provided nest boxes also
indicates a problem. Maybe the
boxes are too small or not at the
right height.

“If you start getting a lot of
floor eggs, you are going to get
food safety issues,” Brzozowski
said. “If you are getting a lot of
floor eggs and you are selling
eggs, don’t sell your eggs, even if
washing them.” 

All chicken housing should
have year-round access to an
outdoor area, whether free
range, a chicken run or poultry
yard, or an enclosed wire flight.
Outdoor runs should be built in a
well-drained area. Plastic wind-
break material on the fence can
provide some protection from
wind as well as reduce drifting of
snow. Gravel can help with mud.

“With rain or melting snow,
these areas can get very muddy,”
Brzozowski said. “Wet feet and
cold temperatures can cause
frostbite. If frostbite is severe
enough, they may lose their
feet.”

In addition, predation tends to
increase in the winter when there
is less natural prey available for
raccoons, foxes, opossums, and
other poultry-eating wildlife and
when rodents tend to congregate
in poultry houses to scavenge for
feed on the floor. It’s important
for poultry owners to trap ro-
dents and record their numbers,
as well as consider electric poul-
try netting for outdoor areas and
even trained livestock guard
dogs.

It may seem easier to keep
poultry inside during the winter,
but in confinement situations,
chickens have a tendency to
peck at one another, which can
lead to cannibalism, Brzozowski
says. This can be more of a prob-
lem in flocks where birds are
molting.

“The condition of the flock is
very important,” Brzozowski
said. “It’s important that they be
healthy. It’s important that they
be fully feathered. It’s important
that they stay active.”

He suggests adding a source
of entertainment to the coop,
such as cabbage or apples. Hay
bales work well, as they provide
something to hop onto, scratch
through, and peck at. As with
anything, there are some precau-
tions — any food items need to
be cleaned up to prevent infec-
tion with botulism and moldy
hay should be avoided.

Poultry, like all birds, need
continuous access to clean
water. Winter poses the problem
of ice. Some poultry owners get
around this by changing water

multiple times each day. Others
find a heated waterer to be worth
the cost. There are other creative
ways, Brzozowski says, from con-
verting a five-gallon bucket into a
nipple waterer using an aquar-
ium heater to using portable
solar energy sources rather than
electricity.

For owners of ducks and
other waterfowl, it’s important to
provide swimming water in the
winter as well as warmer months.
The swimming water should be
separate from the drinking water,
changed often, and allow easy ac-
cess in and out of the tub, Brzo-
zowski says.

Nutritionally, poultry need to
change their feeding require-
ments in cold weather to main-
tain their body heat.

“I don’t usually recommend
using cracked corn, because it
will reduce your eggs, because it
has less nutritional quality,” Br-
zozowski said, but “with winter,
they have an increased need for
scratch grains like cracked corn,
because they have an increased
need for energy and there are
less foraging materials available.”

Instead of cracked corn, poul-
try owners can add whole grains
like wheat and millet to their
commercial ration. Kitchen
scraps can still be fed as a sup-
plement. Whether in warmer
months or colder months,
whether birds are laying eggs or
not, these supplements —
kitchen scraps, corn, whole
grains — should not replace the
commercial chicken feed, as
these do not have the same nutri-
tional quality will then affect bird
health and egg production, Brzo-
zowski says.

“Chicken feed mash is com-
plete feed. They need no supple-
mentation, not even oyster shell
for calcium,” he added. In fact, if
not laying eggs, chickens should

be switched from a layer ration
to a chick grower ration to pre-
vent kidney damage from too
much consumption of calcium.

While turkeys and waterfowl
stop laying in the winter, chick-
ens can be tricked into going
back into production, Brzozowski
says. The solution to keeping
chickens laying through the win-
ter is the amount of light the
birds are exposed to: Chickens
come into lay with increasing day
length and go out of lay with de-
creasing day length. Chickens
need at least 14 hours of daylight
— whether actually daylight or
simply having a light on in the
coop — per day to induce egg-
laying, but no more than 16
hours, as this promotes cannibal-
ism, Brzozowski says. It doesn’t
matter whether the added day-
light hours are in the morning or
night.

Finally, some breeds of poul-
try are simply more cold tolerant
than others. Heritage breeds
tend to less susceptible to the ef-
fects of cold, especially with egg
production, but some heritage
breeds are more prone to frost-
bite. 

“You can use Vaseline on the
comb and wattles to insulate the
comb and wattles from the ex-
treme temperatures,” Brzozowski
said. “More practical, there are
different breeds with smaller
combs. Switching to pea combs
might be the best decision.” 
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 SPRING BANQUET
 Yankton Area Pheasants Forever

 SPRING BANQUET
 Join us in promoting &

 supporting local wildlife habitat &
 public hunting opportunities.

 Doors Open at 4:45pm!
 Tickets available at the door  Saturday,   April 6 th ,   2013

 MINERVAS GRILL & BAR Notice:  To clear up any confusion, the 
 Yankton Area Pheasants Forever   will  be holding our annual banquet.

 Do You Have any of 
 These Symptoms?

 1.  Hand numbness & tingling.

 2.  Shoulder/ shoulder blade pain or 

   pain between the shoulder blades.

 3.  Arm pain & numbness

 4.  Hip & radiating leg pain

 5.  Leg pain, numbness & tingling.

 Soup & Salad luncheon provided by 
 Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital. 

 RSVP to Jill Sprakel  664-5300  by Feb.  5 th. 

 - Lunch & Learn - - Lunch & Learn -

 Dr. Kent Patrick
 Spine Surgeon

 Thursday, February  7 ,  Noon-1:00 PM

 Minerva’s, 1607 E. Hwy. 50, Yankton, SD

  Common Spine Problems

 Come to our Lunch & Learn on Feb. 7th to get information 
 on the causes & treatment for these common spine symptoms.

Even With Their Feathers,
Poultry Need Winter Care, Too

Row Crop Clinic, Applicator Training In Parker
BROOKINGS — SDSU Extension will host a row crop clinic and

private applicator recertification training Feb. 5 in Parker at the
Parker Community Building. The workshop begins at 8:30 a.m.

The scheduled agenda includes: 
• 8:30 a.m. — Registration and rolls sponsored by Farm Credit

Services of America 
• 9 a.m. — Dennis Todey, SDSU Extension Climatologist, will pres-

ent the 2013 weather outlook;
• 10 a.m. — Nathan Mueller, SDSU Extension Agronomist, will dis-

cuss “Managing Crops in Dry Years”;
• 11 a.m. — Ron Gelderman, SDSU Extension Soil Specialist, will

discuss “Managing Soil Nutrients Following a Drought”;
• Noon Lunch is sponsored by Cargill and CFC Central Farmers

Cooperative; 
• 1 p.m. — Connie Strunk, SDSU Extension Plant Pathology Field

Specialist, will present “Crop Disease Update”;
• 2 p.m. — SDSU Extension Field Specialists will provide private

applicator training; 
• 4 p.m. — Complete Certification Requirements.
The row crop clinic runs from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
There is no charge for the private applicator training, which runs

from 1-4 p.m.  
If you need accommodations for a disability to fully participate in

any of the programs/activities, contact the SDSU Extension Regional
Center in Sioux Falls at 605-782-3290. 

Draining Wetlands Could Cost USDA Benefits
LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska farmers are urged to talk with USDA

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) officials before
draining any wet areas or bringing new land into production. NRCS
State Resource Conservationist Shaun Vickers says farmers are
under tremendous economic pressure to produce crops, which
may cause growers to consider altering wetland areas to make
them more farmable. 

As farmers prepare for the upcoming planting season, they
should be cautious with draining, altering or filling wetlands in
their fields, says Vickers, since their eligibility for USDA farm pro-
gram benefits could be at stake. 

“If you have a wet area which you’re considering altering, come
in and talk to the NRCS staff. We can do a wetland determination to
know if that area is a wetland or not and keep you in compliance
with your current conservation plan,” says Vickers. “The ramifica-
tions of altering wetlands can be significant in terms of the poten-
tial for losing USDA financial assistance and also in the amount of
time that it takes to resolve unapproved alterations.” 

Since the 1985 Farm Bill was passed, there have been provisions
in place to protect wetlands and highly erodible cropland. Farming
a wetland under natural conditions is not a violation. However,
Vickers explains, “Draining, tiling, altering or filling a wetland for
the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity causes the
farmer to become ineligible for USDA program benefits.” Vickers
says, “It is better to find out where your USDA defined wetlands are
located and the potential consequences of altering them so as to
avoid confusion later.”

Some maintenance activities are allowed; however, producers
should be careful to make sure the extent of the original manipula-
tion is not exceeded. “The best thing to do is check with your local
NRCS office before taking action around wetlands,” says Vickers. 

Vickers says producers shouldn’t wait to visit with NRCS con-
servation staff. Some eastern Nebraska counties have several wet-
land determination requests already on hand, so the earlier
communication begins, the better.

Landowners are also encouraged to visit NRCS staff about vol-
untary conservation programs that provide farmers payments for
preserving or restoring wetlands. Landowners benefit by retaining
ownership and access to their land. They no longer try to farm
marginal cropland, and have possible income opportunities from
recreation, grazing or haying. During 2012, over 4,000 acres of wet-
lands were restored across Nebraska with NRCS assistance. 

For more information about wetlands, conservation programs
or compliance issues, visit your local NRCS field office or
www.ne.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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