
BY CHARLES BABINGTON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Speaker John Boehner has
shored up his political clout after
a shaky month, persuading his
Republican caucus to pick its
fights with Democrats more
strategically.

His impressive rebound, aided
by face-the-facts confrontations
with colleagues, helped the gov-
ernment avoid a potential default
on its financial obligations — for
three months, at least.

It also reassured establish-
ment Republicans who feared the
House majority was becoming so
unpredictable that it endangered
the party.

But the patched-up GOP soli-
darity and Boehner’s ability to
pass bills without Democrats’
help are certain to be tested
again.

Surprising news this past
week about a late-2012 economic
slump might re-energize argu-
ments over tax increases and im-
pending spending cuts. An even
bigger challenge will be the immi-
gration overhaul proposals
headed toward Congress.

The nation’s highest-ranking
Republican, who recently con-
fronted open talk of a possible
overthrow, has calmed the wa-
ters remarkably, for now.

December was a grim time for
Boehner. Rank-and-file Republi-
cans forced him to withdraw in
embarrassment from White
House negotiations over the
much-feared “fiscal cliff,” the
combination of deep spending
cuts and end-of-the year tax in-
creases.

January was worse. Boehner,
R-Ohio, twice had to rely on De-
mocrats to pass major bills, and
he watched a dozen fellow Re-
publicans refuse to back his re-
election as speaker.

Within days, however, he
steadied his ship and persuaded
his colleagues to go along with

his plans to be more strategic
and patient.

The implications went beyond
one politician’s fate. Financial
markets and corporate planners
were reassured when House Re-
publicans agreed to postpone a
showdown over the govern-
ment’s borrowing capacity.

It marked a significant cooling
off by GOP conservatives, many
of whom had been saying Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s re-election
meant little. Now they publicly
were starting to accept the limits
of minority party status in Wash-
ington.

“We’re too outnumbered to
govern, to make policy,” said
Rep. John Fleming, R-La., who
had defied Boehner on votes ear-
lier in January on the fiscal cliff
and hurricane aid. “But we can
make a serious impact on spend-
ing” by picking when and where
to fight, Fleming said.

Republicans say Boehner’s
biggest breakthrough came at a
two-day House GOP retreat in
Virginia. With his restless caucus
shut away from distractions, he
lined up speakers from inside
and outside Congress to help ex-
plain what he saw as fiscal and
political realities.

In a speech a few days later,
Boehner summarized the case he
made to his colleagues. In the up-
coming debates over taxes and
deficit spending, he said, Repub-
licans must decide “where’s the
ground that we fight on? Where’s
the ground that we retreat on?
Where are the smart fights?”

The decisions will come soon.
Aside from big spending cuts

scheduled to start March 1, law-
makers must choose whether to
fund the government for another
year. Some conservatives say
they may temporarily shut down
the government if Democrats
don’t accept deep spending cuts
and no new tax revenues.

Boehner, at least for a while,
can bask in achievements that
were far from certain just a short
time ago.

Dozens of House Republicans
who had once refused to in-
crease the debt ceiling without
corresponding spending cuts —
a position Boehner had just
abandoned — backed down after
the House retreat. Republican
campaign strategists fear severe
setbacks if voters blame the
party for a default on U.S. finan-
cial obligations.

The concessions also seem to
have put the speaker back on
track for passing major bills with
solid GOP majorities.

Early in January, Boehner
twice had to abandon the “major-
ity of the majority” rule that has
guided House speakers for years.
That rule says that whenever
possible, a speaker wants to
avoid passing major legislation

that most of the speaker’s party
members oppose.

But unyielding Republicans
forced Boehner’s hand Jan. 1 on
the fiscal cliff.

He had to rely chiefly on De-
mocrats’ votes to enact an
Obama-backed budget deal to
avoid a tax increase on most
Americans and instead raise
them for the more affluent. Two
weeks later, Boehner again had
to accept most Republicans’
abandonment on a deficit-fi-
nanced spending bill to help vic-
tims of Superstorm Sandy.

Perhaps Boehner’s darkest
moment came on Dec. 20, when
conservative colleagues rejected
his counteroffer to Obama’s bid
to raise taxes on the wealthy.
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Former Marine Charged In Deadly Shooting

STEPHENVILLE, Texas (AP) — A 25-year-old Iraq war veteran
charged with murdering former Navy SEAL and “American Sniper”
author Chris Kyle and his friend turned his gun onto the pair while
they were at a Texas shooting range, authorities said Sunday.

Eddie Ray Routh of Lancaster was arraigned early Sunday on two
counts of capital murder in the deaths of Kyle, 38, and Chad Little-
field, 35, at the shooting range about 50 miles southwest of Fort
Worth.

Capt. Jason Upshaw with the Erath County Sheriff’s Office said
Routh used a semi-automatic handgun, which authorities later
found at his home. Upshaw said ballistics tests weren’t complete
Sunday, but authorities believe the gun was used in the shootings.
Upshaw declined to give any more details about the gun.

Routh has not made any comments indicating what his motive
may have been, Upshaw said. Sheriff Tommy Bryant said Routh was
unemployed and “may have been suffering from some type of men-
tal illness from being in the military himself,” but he didn’t know if
Routh was on any medication.

“I don’t know that we’ll ever know. He’s the only one that knows
that,” Upshaw said.

Israeli Air Force Hits Syria, Targeting Weapons
MUNICH (AP) — Israel’s defense minister strongly signaled Sun-

day that his country was behind an airstrike in Syria last week,
telling a high profile security conference that Israeli threats to take
pre-emptive action against its enemies are not empty. “We mean it,”
Ehud Barak declared.

Israel has not officially confirmed its planes attacked a site near
Damascus, targeting ground-to-air missiles apparently heading for
Lebanon, but its intentions have been beyond dispute. During the 22
months of civil war in Syria, Israeli leaders have repeatedly ex-
pressed concern that high-end weapons could fall into the hands of
enemy Hezbollah, the powerful Lebanese militants.

For years, Israel has been charging that Syrian President Bashar
Assad and Iran have been arming Hezbollah, which fought a month-
long war against Israel in 2006.

U.S. officials say the target was a convoy of sophisticated Russian
SA-17 anti-aircraft missiles. Deployed in Lebanon, they could have
limited Israel’s ability to gather intelligence on its enemies from the
air.

U.S. Fighting Drug Traffickers In Latin America
NEW YORK (AP) — The crew members aboard the USS Under-

wood could see through their night goggles what was happening on
the fleeing go-fast boat: Someone was dumping bales.

When the Navy guided-missile frigate later dropped anchor in
Panamanian waters on that sunny August morning, Ensign Clarissa
Carpio, a 23-year-old from San Francisco, climbed into the inflatable
dinghy with four unarmed sailors and two Coast Guard officers like
herself, carrying light submachine guns. It was her first deployment,
but Carpio was ready for combat.

Fighting drug traffickers was precisely what she’d trained for.
In the most expensive initiative in Latin America since the Cold

War, the U.S. has militarized the battle against the traffickers, spend-
ing more than $20 billion in the past decade. U.S. Army troops, Air
Force pilots and Navy ships outfitted with Coast Guard counternar-
cotics teams are routinely deployed to chase, track and capture
drug smugglers.

French Launch Airstrikes In North Mali 
GOSSI, Mali (AP) — French troops launched airstrikes on Islamic

militant training camps and arms depots around Kidal and Tessalit
in Mali’s far north, defense officials said Sunday, as the first supply
convoy of food, fuel and parts to eastern Mali headed across the
country.

French planes pounded extremist training camps as well as arms
and fuel depots from Saturday night into the early hours of Sunday,
according to French army Col. Thierry Burkhard.

“It was an important aerial operation to the north of the town
Kidal and in the Tessalit region where we targeted logistical depots
and Islamist training camps ... some 20 sites,” said Burkhard. He said
there were 30 planes used in the operation including Mirage and
Rafale jets.

The French intervened in Mali on Jan. 11 to stem the advance of
the al-Qaida-linked fighters. Though they succeeded in ousting the
rebels from the three main northern cities they occupied, including
the fabled city of Timbuktu, Sunday’s aerial operation highlights
that the French still see militants in the extreme northern area near
the border with Algeria a threat.

Alabama Standoff Reaches Day Six
MIDLAND CITY, Ala. (AP) — As an Alabama standoff and hostage

drama marked a sixth day Sunday, more details emerged about the
suspect at the center, with neighbors and officials painting a picture
of an isolated man estranged from his family.

Authorities say Jim Lee Dykes, 65 — a decorated veteran of the
Vietnam War known as Jimmy to neighbors — gunned down a
school bus driver and abducted a 5-year-old boy from the bus, tak-
ing him to an underground bunker on his rural property. The driver,
66-year-old Charles Albert Poland Jr., was to be buried Sunday.

Dykes, described as a loner who railed against the government,
lives up a dirt road outside this tiny hamlet north of Dothan in the
southeast corner of the state. His home is just off the main road
north to the state capital of Montgomery, about 80 miles away.

The FBI said in a statement Sunday that authorities continue to
have an open line of communication with Dykes and that they
planned to deliver to the bunker additional comfort items such as
food, toys and medicine. Officials also said Dykes was making the
child as comfortable as possible.

Dykes grew up in the Dothan area. Mel Adams, a Midland City
Council member who owns the lot where reporters are gathered,
said he has known Dykes since they were ages 3 and 4.

Dozens Of Students
Injured In Bus Crash
BOSTON (AP) — The scene

could hardly have been more fright-
ening for a Pennsylvania high
school student just returning from
a tour of Harvard University when
the bus she was on slammed into
an overpass, injuring dozens of pas-
sengers.

She did what most kids would
do. She called her mother.

“She was screaming and crying
and saying that the roof was caving
in and that she couldn’t see any-
thing, and she hit her head and she
hurt her arm,” said Teresa Merri-
gan, describing the call from her
daughter Alana.

Alana and the 41 others on the
Calvary Coach bus had just begun
the hours-long journey back to the
Philadelphia area late Saturday. The
driver, Samuel J. Jackson, was try-
ing to navigate Boston’s confusing
maze of roads and rotaries, fa-
mously challenging to out-of-town-
ers. He looked down at his GPS and
looked back up and saw the bridge
but was too close to avoid hitting it,
Ray Talmedge, owner of the
Philadelphia-based bus company,
told WCAU-TV.

Thirty-five people were injured
in the crash, Massachusetts state
police said. One person was hospi-
talized with life-threatening injuries
and three with serious injuries, the
Boston Emergency Medical Serv-
ices said.

Obama: Scouts Should Allow Gay Members
BY NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama
said Sunday that gays should be allowed in
the Boy Scouts and women should be al-
lowed in military combat roles, weighing in
on two storied American institutions facing
proposals to end long-held exclusions. 

The president’s comments in a pre-Super
Bowl interview on CBS come ahead of this
week’s meeting of the Boy Scouts’ national
executive board. A proposal to open up the
Scouts’ membership to gays is expected to
be discussed and possibly voted on at the
gathering in Texas. 

The Boy Scouts emphatically reaffirmed
the no-gays policy just seven months ago, but
announced last week they were considering
changing the stance. Instead of mandatory
exclusion of gays, the different religious and
civic groups that sponsor Scout units would
be able to decide for themselves how to ad-
dress the issue — either maintaining the ex-
clusion or opening up their membership. 

The White House said in a statement last
August that Obama opposed the gay ban.
Obama, like presidents for the last century,
serves as honorary president of the group.
The president’s comment Sunday was his
first since the group announced it was con-
sidering a policy change. 

“My attitude is that gays and lesbians
should have access and opportunity the
same way everybody else does in every insti-
tution and walk of life,” Obama said. “The
Scouts are a great institution that are promot-
ing young people and exposing them to op-
portunities and leadership that will serve
people for the rest of their lives. And I think
nobody should be barred from that.” 

Obama also had previ-
ously issued a statement sup-
porting the Pentagon’s
decision last month to open
up front-line combat jobs to
women, but the interview
with CBS’ Scott Pelley in-
cluded his first publicly spo-
ken comments on the matter
since the announcement. He
said women are already serv-
ing in combat “as a practical

matter.” 
“When they’re in theater in places like Iraq

and Afghanistan, they are vulnerable,” he
said. “They are wounded, and they’ve been
killed. And they have carried out their jobs
with extraordinary patriotism and distinc-
tion.” 

The policy change overturns a 1994 rule
prohibiting women from being assigned to
smaller ground combat units, and is expected
to open up more than 230,000 combat posi-
tions that have been off limits to women.

Obama said he meets “extraordinary
women in uniform who can do everything
that a man can and more.” He gave the exam-
ple of one of his military aides, who he esti-
mated is only about 5 feet tall and 100
pounds. 

“You put a 50-pound pack on her, and she
can do things that you or me would keel over
doing. And so the truth is that women are
serving. They are taking great risks. What we
should not do is somehow prevent them from
advancing in an institution that we all re-
vere.”

On the economy, Obama said although
more revenue has to be raised to reduce the
deficit, it can be done without raising income

tax rates again. He said the answer is “smart
spending cuts,” reducing waste in the health
care system and closing loopholes and de-
ductions like offshore tax havens that benefit
a few high income earners but not most
Americans. 

“There’s no doubt we need additional rev-
enue coupled with smart spending reduc-
tions in order to bring down our deficit,” he
said. “We can do it in a gradual way so it
doesn’t have a huge impact.” 

Coming before the Super Bowl, Obama
had to expect he’d be asked about his recent
comment that if he had a son, he would have
to think long and hard about letting him play
football because of safety concerns. Obama
said he feels differently about the NFL, where
the players are well-compensated adults who
know the risks, but the threat of concussions
has to give parents pause about letting youth
and children play. 

“I want to make sure we are doing every-
thing we can to make the sport safer, and that
means the game’s probably going to evolve a
little bit,” Obama said. “For those of us who
like to see a big hit and enjoy the rock ‘em,
sock ‘em elements of the game, we’re proba-
bly going to be occasionally frustrated. 

“But I do think we want to make sure that
after people have played the game, that
they’re going to be OK,” he said. 

The Obamas were hosting their own Super
Bowl party for friends and family at the White
House. In honor of the two teams, the Balti-
more Ravens and the San Francisco 49ers,
they were serving Chesapeake crabcakes and
San Francisco cioppino stew with sourdough
toast. Also on the menu are Clipper City and
Anchor Steam beers from the competing
cities. 
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