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Reid himself came in for criti-
cism for declining to stand with
the president by Minneapolis’
Democratic mayor, R.T. Rybak,
who accompanied Obama while
he was in town. “He’s dancing
around this issue and people are
dying in this country,” Rybak said
of Reid on MSNBC.

Democratic lawmakers and
aides, as well as lobbyists, say an
assault weapons ban has the least
chance of being approved by the
Senate Judiciary Committee that
is working up the legislation.
They say a ban on high-capacity
magazines is viewed as the next
least likely proposal to survive,
though some compromise version
of it might, allowing more than
the 10-round maximum that
Obama favors.

Likeliest to be included are
universal background checks and
prohibitions against gun traffick-
ing, they say. One lobbyist said
other possible terms include
steps to improve record keeping
on resales of guns and perhaps
provisions that would make it
harder for mentally ill people
from obtaining firearms.

Asked last week what was
likely to be in his committee’s
bill, committee Chairman Patrick
Leahy, D-Vt., said he didn'’t yet
know but “[ don’t know how any-
body can be opposed to universal
background checks.” He added, “I
think gun trafficking, you've got
to be able to close that. [ don’t
know how anybody, anybody can
object to that.”

Obama also was more upbeat
on the prospects of universal
background checks, including for
purchases at gun shows.

“The good news is that we're
starting to see a consensus
emerge about the action Congress
needs to take,” he said. “The vast
majority of Americans, including
a majority of gun owners, support
requiring criminal background
checks for anyone trying to buy a
gun. There’s no reason why we
can’t get that done.”

He urged Americans to call
their members of Congress to
push for his entire package of
stronger gun controls. “Tell them
now is the time for action.”

“Changing the status quo is
never easy,” Obama said. “This
will be no exception. The only
way we can reduce gun violence
in this country is if the American
people decide it’s important, if
you decide it’s important, if par-
ents and teachers, police officers
and pastors, hunters and sports-
men, Americans of every back-
ground stand up and say, this
time, it’s got to be different. We've
suffered too much pain to stand
by and do nothing.”

The White House says Obama
is not writing off any part of his
package despite the long odds for
the assault weapons ban in par-
ticular before votes are scheduled
or he takes his arguments on the
road. Education Secretary Arne
Duncan, who has been helping
push the gun control package,
said he and Obama spoke on the
matter Sunday and agreed that
Washington in a vacuum is un-
likely to move quickly.

“If this is Washington trying to
drive this by itself, it doesn’t go
very far,” Duncan said at a meet-
ing with college presidents who
have signed on to help lobby Con-
gress to take action to protect
students.

The White House said Obama
made his maiden trip on the gun
control package to Minneapolis
because the city has taken steps
to tackle gun violence, including a
push for stricter background
checks. The city launched a pro-
gram in 2008 aimed at providing
more resources for at-risk youth
and helping rehabilitate young
people who have already commit-
ted crimes.

In January, Minneapolis also
hosted a regional summit on gun
violence for elected officials from
around the Midwest. The
county’s sheriff, Richard Stanek,
is a Republican who has been
working with the White House to
develop a palatable set of gun reg-
ulations, with a particular focus
on strengthening background
checks.

Ahead of Monday’s trip, the
White House released a photo of
the president skeet shooting at
Camp David, the presidential re-
treat, which prompted more ques-
tion about the president’s
experience with guns. White
House press secretary Jay Carney
said he was not aware of Obama
personally owning any firearms.
He said Obama has shot a gun
elsewhere, although he didn’t
know when or if he had done so-
before becoming president. “He
never intended to suggest he had
grown up as a hunter,” Carney
said.

Asked whether the president
shoots skeet or trap, Carney told
reporters, “I'm not an expert, and
I don’t think he would claim to be
either.” But he said of the presi-
dent’s shooting skill, “I think he
has gotten better.”

of taking on the complex task of
driving, many are not,” Tieszen
said.

The task force reported that
South Dakota has a high rate of
fatal crashes among young driv-
ers, and young South Dakota
drivers are more likely to have
accidents than older drivers.

For example, motor vehicle
crashes account for 44 percent
of all deaths among South
Dakota residents ages 14-17, but

39 percent of deaths among that
age group nationally. The state
Public Safety Department re-
ports that 16- and 17-year-old
drivers represented just 2.7 per-
cent of all South Dakota drivers
in 2011, but accounted for 5.9
percent of crashes involving
deaths or injuries.

Courtney Denett, a Rapid
City high school student, urged
the committee to pass the meas-
ure, saying a driver’s eyes are
off the road for at least five sec-
onds while texting or otherwise
dealing with a phone.

“If they're new drivers, |
don’t think they should be fo-
cused on electronics in the car,
but on the road itself and the

crashes are responsible for only

people driving around them,”
Denett said.

But Sen. David Omdahl, R-
Sioux Falls, said young drivers
could become even more dis-
tracted if they hold their phones
below window level so police
cannot see what they are doing.
Law officers would have diffi-
culty enforcing a ban on cell-
phones, but parents could
forbid their children from using
phones while driving, he said.

“You're looking at govern-
ment to do your dirty work, so
to speak. I don't like that,” Om-
dahl said.

South Dakota law allows in-
struction permits to be issued at
age 14, the youngest age in the
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nation for driving while accom-
panied by an adult. Those young
drivers can graduate to re-
stricted permits that allow them
to drive alone in the daytime
after six months, or just 90 days
if they have completed a driv-
ers’ education course.

The committee approved a
bill that would require beginning
drivers to keep those instruc-
tion permits for a year before
moving to restricted permits
that allow them to drive alone.
Those who complete drivers’
education courses could move
to restricted permits after nine
months.

The measures recommended
by the task force would still allow

young drivers to get unrestricted
licenses at 16 if they pass a writ-
ten test and a driving test.

Committee members said
they particularly like the meas-
ure requiring state officials to set
up a coordinated drivers’ educa-
tion system that would make
those courses consistent
statewide. Such courses now are
organized differently from com-
munity to community, they said.

Another measure approved
by the committee would limit the
number of unrelated minors who
could be passengers in a car
driven by a teen with a restricted
permit. Those limits would be
eased for trips to school or
school events.
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Mission: Nutrition
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Thursday, February 7, 2013
5:30 p.m. -8:00 p.m.

Professional Office Pavilion
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital

Spend a fun-filled night celebrating heart health. Enjoy food and wine,
stress-melting massages, nutrition education and some quality time

with friends.

Tickets are $10 at the door with a limited number of tickets available.
Register for your healthy night out by calling 605-668-8080, or stop by
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital's Information Desk located at 501 Summit.

Remember to wear red in celebration of heart month!

*The Town

CJ)’s At The Lake -

CJatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands * 402-388-4267 :

Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake - 10 miles north of Crofton - 11 miles southwest of Yankton

MONDAY: 14 0z. Ribeye with Salad Bar $12.95

TUESDAY: Taco 99¢

WEDNESDAY: 14 0z. Ribeye with Salad Bar $12.95
SUNDAY MORNING BUFFET 8-1PM: Link & Pattie Sausage,
Bacon, C.).’s Special Eggs, Waffles, French Toast Sticks, Potatoes,
Biscuits & Gravy & Always Fresh Pancakes ONLY $6.99
SUNDAY NIGHT: 3 pc. Chicken with Salad Bar $9.95

BEAT THE CLOCK

EVERY TUESDAY
AFTER 4:00PM

Large Single Topping Pizza

THE TIME YOU PICK UP IS THE PRICE YOU PAY!
EXAMPLE: 4:00-4:15 = $4.00 « 4:30-4:45 = $4.50

5:15-5:30 = $5.25 » 7:45-8:00 = $7.75
Offer good until 10:00pm. Up to 5 large pizzas.

TOP-IT THURSDAYS JUMBO PIZZA!!

Feeds 5-6 People
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DINE IN PICK UP *DELIVERY * YANKTON MALL * 665-2525

Lewis and Clark Theatre Company
and HyVee Present

Directed by
Gene Johnson

CaLL 605-665-4711 For RESERVATIONS

The Dakota Theatre
328 Walnut Street
Yankton, South Dakota

FEBRUARY
7,89, 10&1
7:30 p.m. Showtime

2 p.m. Sunday Matinee
$12 adults/$6 youth
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304 W. 3rd,
Yankton

50¢ Wings And

Bingo On
Wednesdays!
Saturday, February 9
Cody Ellingson Benefit

Saturday, February 16
Nature of Waves

Knights of -
Columbus 3,

BREAKFAST

THIS SUNDAY
8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs,
Ham or Sausage, Milk,
Juice or Coffee

KC Hall

2700 N. Broadway
Breakfast served second
Sunday of the month.

Everyone Welcome!

Try Our Monthly Special!
This Month Western Scramble
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» Bridal Suite decorated for passion with satin sheets!
* 6 ned 1oses in a vase -yours to take fiome

* Battle of champagne and chocolate

o Chef inspired dinner delivered to your noem

e Enjoy brealtfast in bed the next morning!

5250°°

per couple
Dates available:
Feb. 8, 9, 14, 15, & 16
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CALL

665-664-0120
for reservations

Historic Downtown Yankton
www.riverfronteventcenter.com




