
DEAR ABBY: I have enjoyed a good life. I have
served my community. I have a wonderful wife,
great children and good friends. However, it now
appears that the disease that has been kept at bay
has progressed, and soon my days will
end. I have accepted my impending
death as best one can, and let few peo-
ple know of it.  

I would like to thank all the wonder-
ful people who have been an impor-
tant part of my life over the years, and
I’m wondering how that might be ac-
complished. I do not want to make
them sad or receive condolences. I
simply want them to know they were
an important part of my life for which I
am truly grateful.  

I considered a party, but wondered
if that might seem morbid. Letters
seem too distant, and phone calls
would be hard on me.  

While my death sentence is firm,
and it will be soon, the exact date is
impossible to know. Few of these peo-
ple are aware that I am seriously ill, al-
though I have been hospitalized many
times. 

Can you give me some suggestions
to show my appreciation? — ON THE
WAY OUT IN NEW JERSEY 

DEAR ON THE WAY OUT: While goodbyes can be
sad, your farewell party need not be morbid — par-
ticularly if you and your wife make it a celebration
of life and let your guests know it in advance. If
you’re afraid that saying what’s in your heart to
each person individually will be emotionally drain-
ing, then deliver a speech or videotape one to be
played at the event. 

While reading your letter, I am reminded of a
friend, Judith, whom I lost several years ago. Judith
had battled cancer for 12 years. After she had com-
pleted yet another round of chemo, some of her
women friends gathered for a potluck luncheon at

her place. The wine was poured and we all glanced
at each other, worried that toasting “health” might
seem inappropriate. Sensing the hesitation, Judy
raised her glass and announced, “To LIFE!” And

that, my friend, is exactly what your
party should be all about. 

———
DEAR ABBY: I’m a sixth-grade girl

with a group of friends I like. The
problem is some of them constantly
put themselves down. It’s annoying to
hear, “My hair is so messed up,” “I
failed that quiz” (they got a B), “My
paper is so bad” or “I’m so ugly.” None
of these things are true. 

I know people put themselves
down so that others will reassure
them that they’re fine. But I’m getting
tired of hearing these complaints. I
have told them to stop acting this way,
but it doesn’t work. How can I get my
friends to stop complaining about
themselves so much? — TIRED OF
HEARING IT IN BOULDER, COLO. 

DEAR TIRED OF HEARING IT: You
can’t, so be patient with them because
you appear to be more emotionally
mature and self-confident than they
are. At 12, which I assume most of
your friends are, it is not unusual for

girls to become sensitive about their changing bod-
ies, and some of their insecurity may be hormonal.
That’s why they’re looking to others for reassur-
ance, so please don’t be stingy. 

———
For everything you need to know about wedding

planning, order “How to Have a Lovely Wedding.”
Send your name and mailing address, plus check or
money order for $7 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby, Wed-
ding Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-
0447. (Shipping and handling are included in the
price.)  
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A baby born today has a Sun and a Moon in Aquarius.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR SATURDAY, FEB. 9, 2013:
This year your creativity soars as it rarely has before.

Idea after idea keeps tumbling out of your mouth. People
will start to look at you as a never-ending resource.
Though you might be flattered by this, you also must be
sure to take good care of yourself. If you are single, your
magnetism and intellect attract several suitors. You might
decide to date them all ... or maybe just one. This year,
there is always someone around the corner to meet. If
you are attached, try to remain sensitive to your sweetie.
You will tend to be me-oriented. AQUARIUS often is a
source of trouble.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dy-
namic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (MARCH 20-APRIL 19)
HHHH Focus on your friends and family. Make con-

science choices about who you want to spend time with.
You hear so much news or gossip that you could have a
lot of information to sort through. Do not get overserious
with a partner. Tonight: Where your friends are.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)
HHHYour role might be to plan a get-together or to

help an older friend feel more at ease. You know what you
can and cannot tolerate. Do nothing halfway. Understand
what is motivating you. Tonight: Helping others is how you
make the most of the moment.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)
HHHHYou have a desire to escape and do some-

thing very different. Get going and enjoy yourself, whether
you are off on a trip to a museum or having a picnic in
your attic. Touch base with someone at a distance.
Tonight: Find the best blues or jazz spot in town.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)
HHHH Keep reaching past the obvious in a discus-

sion with a partner or a dear loved one. You might not al-
ways see eye to eye with his or her methods, but you
have very similar goals. Know that both paths will work.
Tonight: Have a confidential chat with a loved one.

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
HHHH Let others hear more of your preferences,

even if they are determined to do it their way. People
might need to know whether you are going to show up or

participate. A friendship plays a significant role in your af-
ternoon. Tonight: Sort through invitations, then decide.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)
HHHYou could be wondering when enough is

enough in a difficult situation. You also might be overtired
and dragging. Plan on getting some much-needed R and
R in order to recharge your battery, and know that you
could need a change of pace. Tonight: Say ”yes” to mak-
ing it easy.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 22)
HHHH Sometimes your imagination gets you in trou-

ble. Today could be one of those occasions. If you are
ready for the ramifications, by all means, go ahead and
enjoy yourself. A child plays a significant role in what is
going on. Tonight: Let the good times rock and roll.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21)
HHHYou could be exhausted by everything that is

occurring around your inner circle and home.  You will
need to have a discussion with a loved one about this, es-
pecially if the activity is taking a toll on you.  Listen care-
fully to this person’s feedback. Tonight: Try to be mellow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 21-DEC. 21)
HHHHHYou can be blunt at times, yet at the present

moment, more softness and caring is woven into your
statements. When meeting friends for dinner and a movie,
you might note a different reaction. You also might have
trouble catching up on everyone’s news. Tonight: Ever so-
cial.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN.19)
HHHYou might decide to treat several friends or one

special person to a favorite pastime of yours. This activity
demands a lot of imagination, and that is one thing that
you undoubtedly have a knack for. Laughter surrounds a
misunderstanding.  Tonight: Keep it light.

AQUARIUS (JAN.20-FEB.18)
HHHHHYou hit one of your power days with the

presence of the New Moon. You have the strength, psy-
chic energy and ability to move a crucial issue or situation
ahead, if you so choose. In any case, whatever you do
feels right. Tonight: Don’t take yourself so seriously.

PISCES (FEB.19-MARCH 20)
HHHYou are determined to keep some information

hush-hush, so don’t let others push you to get it. Use this
day to do whatever you have really wanted to do but have
been putting off. You will gain a sense of satisfaction and
relief. Tonight: Don’t push. Make it OK not to have plans.

    EDITOR’S NOTE: Bigar’s Stars is based on the de-
gree of your sun at birth. The sign name is simply a label
astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For
best results, readers should refer to the dates following
each sign.

———
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