
BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

When District 18 legislators
met at a Saturday morning
cracker barrel at the Avera Profes-
sional Pavilion, education funding
and Medicaid were two of the
more vigorously discussed topics.

Legislators agreed that there
are a lot of issues with Medicaid
that must be examined, but there
were disagreements on when the
state should approach the issue.

“There are a lot of issues that
are going on with the Medicaid
program that we need to ad-
dress,” said Rep. Bernie Hunhoff.
“However, I spoke with someone
who has worked in Medicaid for
years who said South Dakota has
the best functioning Medicaid
program in the nation and have
had that for many years here.”

He added that he supports a
medical bill, which a similar form
was passed in Nebraska, that
would give pre-natal care to ba-
bies regardless of the mother’s
citizenship status.

Sen. Jean Hunhoff said she
thinks there must be more fund-
ing available for the Medicaid pro-
gram.

“The reality here is that we all
must go through the process and
see what kind of money is left
over at the end of the session,”
she said. “If there is any money
left over, the money added to vari-
ous programs is only a one-time
allotment. However, we do need

to have more money in Medicaid
but there is really no new money
out there.”

Rep. Mike Stevens said if the
Medicaid program was so simple,
other states would have signed up
for it in a snap.

“Once you get into the pro-

gram, it is highly unlikely you’ll be
able to get out of it,” he said. “I
don’t think it’s a stupid idea to
wait and get more information
about the program.”

However, Rep. Hunhoff thinks
the program would help South
Dakota immensely and doesn’t be-

lieve the state should wait any
longer before signing up for Medi-
caid expansion.

“We have always been trying
to provide care for working poor
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BY  
OLIVIA 
CHRISTOPHER 

   Yankton High School students 
performed their one act play 
Feb. 1 in Brandon Valley at the 
annual one act play festival. 
Keith Goeden and Pam Kallis 

 
   Thursday through Saturday, 
Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 44 plays were 

at the festival. Each act must be 
set up, performed, and taken 
down within 45 minutes or less. 
Judges critique the acts and each 
is awarded with superior, out-
standing, or nothing.  
   

girl who creates a world of im-
agination and stories. The news 
media catches sight of one of 
her stories, and it is spread 
world-wide that a blind girl has 

quickly overwhelmed by the 
power and effect of mass media.  
   

Keith Goeden. 

spective.  I also found it edgy 
that it deals with current 

 
   The play sends a good mes-

the face of the overwhelming 
power of the media. 
   Alexa Berg, senior, played the 
leading role of Maggie Parks, 
the young blind girl.       
   Berg said her hardest obstacle 
was portraying the role of not 
only a little girl, but a blind little 
girl.  
   Goeden deemed her perfor-

 
    I did a couple practices blind-
folded to prepare myself, which 
was really touching, I even 

member brought their younger 
siblings and I would watch 
them, how they run and play. 
They gave me inspiration for my 

 
   At state, the leading roles and 
chorus were awarded a superior. 

-all performance 
received an all-around superior.  
   
into this play and we deserved 

 
   Over the past few years, 
Yankton has excelled at the state 
one acts competition. 
   
state results as I push the kids 
hard and expect only the best 

  
have yet to be disappointed.  I 
never want to walk away from a 

  Give your best and 
 

BY  
ASHLEY  
EILERS 

   The House of Representatives recently decided to pass House 
Bill 1087. The House Bill 1087 stated that local school boards 
throughout South Dakota should be allowed to decide whether to 
designate people as sentinels to guard our schools. The Bill 
passed with a 42-27 vote. 
   House Bill 1087 was introduced by: Representatives Craig, 
Bolin, Campbell, Ecklund, Gosch, Heinemann (Leslie), Hickey, 
Kopp, Lust, May, Olson (Betty), Qualm, Schoenfish, Sly, 
Stalzer, Steele, Verchio, and Wick and Senators Tieszen, Begal-
ka, Bradford, Ewing, Jensen, Kirkeby, Lederman, Maher, 
Novstrup (Al), Omdahl, and Rhoden. 
    
   FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to authorize individual 
school boards to create, establish, and supervise individual 
school sentinel programs to promote school safety. 
   BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA: 
   Section 1. Any school board may create, establish, and super-
vise the arming of school employees, hired security personnel, or 
volunteers in such manner and according to such protocols as the 
board, in its sole discretion, may believe to be most likely to se-
cure or enhance the deterrence of physical threat and defense of 
the school, its students, its staff, and members of the public on 
the school premises against violent attack by any terrorist, crimi-
nal, deranged person, or other perpetrator of deadly force. 
   Section 2. Before any school board may implement any school 
sentinel program pursuant to section 1 of this Act, the school 
board shall interface with any law enforcement agency that has 
enforcement jurisdiction over the school premises. Any material 
changes in the school sentinel program's personnel or protocols 
shall be reported to such law enforcement agency forthwith. 
   Section 3. No school board, in implementing the provisions of 
section 1 of this Act, may arm any individual teacher or other 
school employee without the latter's free, willing, and voluntary 
consent. No individual teacher or other school employee may be 
censured, criticized, or discriminated against for unwillingness or 
refusal to carry firearms pursuant to this Act. 
   Section 4. No provision of § 13-32-7 or any other provisions of 
state statute is effective to restrict or limit the provisions of this 
Act. However, nothing in this Act authorizes any person to carry 
a concealed weapon without a valid permit. 
   Section 5. The failure or refusal of any school board to imple-
ment a school sentinel program does not constitute a cause of 
action against the board, the school district, or any of its employ-
ees.  
   In my opinion the students, faculty, and visitors of any school 
deserve to feel safe.  I am sure most teachers never dreamed they 
were entering into what could be a potentially dangerous and life 
threatening career when they chose their profession.  
   With the way this bill was written, each school board may de-
cide what is best for their school district. I would favor having an 
armed guard at Yankton High School as long as they are a well-

Dakota House Bill 1087, the Sentinel Bill 
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Maggie Parks, played by senior Alexa Berg, is shown enjoying Fruit 
 

YYankton National Honor Society Holds Induction Ceremony 
University of South Dakota President, Dr. James Abbott, was Guest Speaker 

 
 

BY  
ASHLEY  
EILERS 

  The Yankton High School 
Arikara Chapter of the National 
Honor Society inducted 70 new 
members into its Chapter on Jan. 
22. The new inductees consisted 
of 65 juniors and five seniors.

YHS Woksape

This wide shot shows University of South Dakota senior Tempestt Wilson firing up a free throw attempt during USD’s 67-45 victory over Kansas
City on Saturday at the DakotaDome. Wilson led the Coyotes (12-12) with 18 points. For details on the game, see page 10.

Legislators Discuss Education, Medicaid Issues 

From P&D and AP Reports

A powerful storm swept across
much of the Upper Plains Saturday
and Sunday, but the immediate
Yankton area was spared the full
brunt of the wintry assault.

South Dakota officials started
closing interstates in South Dakota
and North Dakota as blizzard con-
ditions moved into the states. 

Terry Woster with the South
Dakota Department of Public
Safety said Interstate 90 between
Sioux Falls and Chamberlain and
Interstate 29 between Sioux Falls
and Watertown were closed Sun-
day afternoon.

Woster says falling snow and
strong winds are combining to cre-
ate slippery roads and near-zero
visibility. 

Travelers are advised to delay
trips in the direction of the closed
highway from either direction until
conditions improve. 

Yankton got away with rain and
only light snow from the storm.
Yankton County was originally
under a blizzard watch during the
first portion of the weekend, but
that was downgraded to a winter
weather advisory Saturday night.

Yankton unofficially received
about .04 of an inch of rain on Sat-
urday and .14 on Sunday. Some
light snow did fall early Sunday af-
ternoon. There were winds gusting
to near 40 miles per hour at times.

Heavy snow and high winds
made travel treacherous across

much of western and north-central
Nebraska.

The National Weather Service
issued a blizzard warning for
much of western Nebraska on Sun-
day, but the blizzard warning for
the Panhandle area near Scotts-
bluff was canceled because the
storm is less severe there.

State officials closed U.S. High-
way 30 between Ogallala and
Chappell and State Highway 61 be-
tween Ogallala and Arthur be-
cause of snow and ice.

The weather service said 4 to
10 inches of snow could fall across
much of western and north-central
Nebraska on Sunday. The heaviest
snow was expected to fall north of
a line between Grant, North Platte,
Broken Bow and O’Neill.

High winds gusting up to 50
mph were expected to create drift-
ing and whiteout conditions.

In North Dakota, officials have
issued a no travel advisory for the
southeast portion of the state.

The Minnesota Department of
Transportation and the Minnesota
State Patrol closed highways in
western Minnesota due to haz-
ardous road conditions. 

Interstate 94 from Moorhead to
Alexandria was being closed. 

The Associated Press also re-
ported that the University of
North Dakota hockey team was
stranded in South Dakota after of-

Significant Storm
Damage Is Seen

In Mississippi
NEW ORLEANS (AP) —

Emergency officials say an ap-
parent tornado has caused sig-
nificant damage in Hattiesburg,
Miss., after passing along a
main road. 

Forrest County Fire Coordi-
nator Chip Brown says there is
major damage in Hattiesburg
and Petal, including on the
campus of the University of
Southern Mississippi. He could-
n’t confirm injuries.

He said the damage was still
being evaluated, but that the
storm passed along a main Hat-
tiesburg thoroughfare.

National Weather Service
meteorologist Joanne Culin
says there have also been re-
ports of injuries in Marion
County. 

Nasty weather has settled in
on much of Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi, including tornado or
flash flood watches. 

The National Weather Serv-
ice says bad weather is likely
to stretch into Fat Tuesday in
southeast Louisiana. Jefferson
Parish has canceled a Monday
night parade.

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
From left: Rep. Bernie Hunhoff, Sen. Jean Hunhoff and Rep. Mike Stevens address the audience during a District 18 cracker barrel held Saturday at
the Avera Professional Pavilion in Yankton.

Storm Blasts
Parts Of The
Upper Plains
Immediate Yankton Area Escapes

The Brunt Of The Blizzard
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BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

The Lewis and Clark Theatre Company
(LCTC) is set to hold its annual gala this
weekend, with all proceeds from the event
benefiting the Dakota Theatre in downtown
Yankton.

The event will be held on Saturday, Feb.
16, at Minerva’s in Yankton. Tickets can be
purchased by calling Michele Leibfarth at
605-661-0303. Tickets will also be sold at
the door if the event does not sell out.

“There will be a live auction, silent auc-
tion, hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar and a
dessert auction as well,” Leibfarth said.
“Back by popular demand this year will be
Yankton’s version of the’ David Letterman
Show’ featuring Chris Hilson as David Let-
terman with Mike Hilson as Paul Shaffer
with a band, too.”

The band will feature music from Jay

Gilbertson, Mark Johnson and Tom Zoss,
with Ted Powell on the piano and Scott
Olson playing the role of Doc Severinsen.

“Each year, the live auction has been
very popular and will feature a number of
dinner options,” Leibfarth said. “New this
year, there will be a fishing excursion with
Cabela’s master Walleye circuit world
champion Curtis Olivier on the Missouri
River.

“However, the main draw to the event
has always been our version of the David
Letterman show. Everyone that goes loves
it, and people that don’t go say they’re
sorry they missed out every year.”

Other live auction items include a din-
ner with the president of USD, a dinner
with the president of Mount Marty, a big
barbecue party put on by Steve Huff, and a
Chilean dinner. There is also another boat-
ing trip with a tour of the Gavins Point
power plant.

Leibfarth added that Chris and Mike Hil-
son add a lot to the annual show. Chris Hil-
son, playing Letterman, a former radio
personality, making him a natural for the
role. Mike Hilson is a very in-demand area
musician.

“They put the band together just for this
show so it should be really nice to see,”
Leibfarth said. “There will also be various
‘stars’ that come out to the show — some
back by popular demand and others who
will be brand new this year.”

The actors playing the stars for the
show come from around the region, includ-
ing some from Minneapolis, Sioux Falls and
Nebraska.

“They all have a history here in Yankton
and are popular individuals in town and
have done performances in the past with
the theatre company or high school the-
ater,” she said. “The show, as a whole, is re-
ally funny and is really professionally done

Stage Set For L&CTC Gala Saturday
Event Is Annual Fundraiser For Dakota Theatre
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YANKTON RECYCLING THIS WEEK:

SOUTH
OF 15TH STREET


