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Is a New Home on the Horizon for Yankton Youth Soccer? 
BY 
NICK 
ROBINSON 

   The Yankton Bucks soccer 
team capped off a remarkable 
fall season and was crowned 
state champion in Rapid City. 
The Gazelles concluded their 
season with the sportsmanship 
award at the state tournament. 
   However, the future for two 
young teams with potential 
could come to a halt.  
   Previously, the state of South 
Dakota owned the property at 
the Human Services Center, 
along Highway 51 and Highway 
80, where Yankton Youth Soc-
cer would play. The six fields 
and surrounding areas are known 
as the Lewis and Clark Sports 
Complex. The state of South 
Dakota sold the land to the city 
of Yankton this past May.  
   Yankton Youth Soccer Associ-
ation used to lease the land every 
five years from the state, and 
with the land being swapped 
from state to city, the Yankton 
Youth Soccer Association would 
have to negotiate a lease with the 
city. 
   Yankton Youth Soccer Associ-
ation was given the right to ap-
praise the land at value. The 
appraisal came back to both the 
city and Yankton Youth Soccer 
Association, and the entire par-
cel was appraised at $1.9 million 
dollars. The land includes six 
soccer fields, land not used by 
Yankton Youth Soccer Associa-
tion and land used by Mount 
Marty College and Yankton 
High School for cross country 
meets. 
   
ciation is a non-profit organiza-

Yankton Youth Soccer Associa-

enough funds available to pur-
 

   The dilemma for this commu-
nity is either keep the soccer 
fields the way they are or open 
the area for sale to developers.  
   
there (at HSC). Fully expect 
soccer to use land for at least 

Mayor Nancy Wenande said, 
noting her comments reflect her 
opinion and the city council has 
the final say on all decisions 
made regarding the land.  
   The Yankton city council 
made a decision to hire a con-
sultant to look at the needs of the 
community and decide what will 
fit better for the area. They will 

facility needs. 
   
this city and we want to make 

Wenande said. 
   Yankton has formed a bid dis-
trict to implement a hotel tax of 

two dollars a night on people 
staying in hotels in Yankton. 
The bid district would bring an 
estimated $145,000-$150,000 
dollars to the city of Yankton 
each year.  
   The consultant will also have 
suggestions to where the money 
from the hotel tax would go. 
   
would promote facilities or 
events, not necessarily just 

and Recreation, Todd Larson. 

ested to bring people to town, 
 

   According to Lillie, the Yank-
ton City Council is on record 
stating that the land would best 
fit Yankton for commercial use 
rather than athletic use. 
   The consultant will give the 
information he has gathered to 
the public within the next month. 
The proposals all depend on the 
master plan and what they 
deemed best for the community. 
   
the top because of the whole 

 
   High school club soccer teams 
are on the rise as the sport has 
never been more popular in the 
area. Hundreds of youth are in-
volved from mini-kickers to 
varsity club soccer. 
   In the summer, Yankton Youth 
Soccer Association holds a tour-
nament with approximately 64 
teams from around the area. 
   

baseball and softball, and you 
 

   Yankton Youth Soccer Associ-
ation has dumped an estimated 
one million dollars into the HSC 
grounds for the use of soccer 
fields, according to Lillie. 
   

through a well. The pump had to 
be replaced; we also had to put 
drainage tiles all around the 
fields, lights around the fields 

 
   The Yankton Youth Soccer 
Association is ready to find a 
permanent home for the long 
haul whether the area is a new 
sports complex or just enough 
fields to host state tournaments. 
   Yankton Youth Soccer Associ-
ation has made several attempts 
to look for new land to use for 
the upcoming seasons.  
   
ground, move the dirt  it needs 

grass, have drainage and it 
would need to be irrigated. The 
turf needs to have two to three 

 
   
to parking, lighting, bleachers, 
concessions, storage buildings, 
restrooms, water and sewage. 
   
ground today, and put a soccer 

 
   According to Lillie, if the city 
of Yankton were to agree with a 

developer that they and the 
Yankton Youth Soccer Associa-
tion could come to an agree-
ment. The developer would wait 
two to three years, so Yankton 
Youth Soccer Association could 
find and begin the process of 
having a new home. 
   

that is in immediate jeopardy 
 

   

wouldn't stop a multimillion 
dollar operation for a soccer 
season, though, for example, it 
took Menards three years for 
negotiation. But, we are working 

 
   Yankton Youth Soccer Associ-
ation has another dilemma on 
their hands.  At the end of the 
2014 school year, each school 
that participates in club soccer 

will have to make the decision to 
either sanction the sport or be 
forced not to play. 
   On Dec. 3 and 4, the South 
Dakota Activities Director meet-
ings were held in Pierre. A main 
topic of discussion was when the 
club teams would make soccer a 
part of the school. 
   
schools do not have enough 
funding from the state to add 

ton Activities Director, Ryan 

we need more funding for edu-
 

   Currently, only three schools 
have soccer as a sanctioned 

Gorman and Aberdeen Central. 
   The process of sanctioning a 
new sport is all up to the school 
board. The school board has the 

school or not. 

   
that for Yankton, because we 

 
   The school district would have 
to pay the coaches their salaries 
and the benefits, transportation 
costs, officials and uniforms. 
   When asked about adding soc-
cer to the list of sanctioned 
sports, Mors was enthusiastic for 
soccer in the future. 
   

dropping the state championship 
banner here soon.  If we could 

 
   As for the deadline set by 
South Dakota Soccer, it is up in 
the air. 
   
ation can t realistically set that 
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BY 
MEGAN 
FORD 

   As the Gazelles took the 
court for a Friday night bas-
ketball game, they were able 
to power past Pierre. They 
battled off the Lady Govs 37-
35. The Gazelles were able to 
play more physical and it 
worked.  
   
hard, be aggressive, and come 

starting guard/forward, Mikala 
Hora.  
   In the first half, the Gazelles 
were 9 for 20 from the field. 
Kelsey Fitzgerald led with 
seven points. Fitzgerald and 
sophomore Andi Sprakel to-
gether had a total of eight out 
of the nineteen rebounds to 
help the Gazelles keep a 21-14 
lead at half.  
   
winning a game both on the 
defensive and offensive end, 
because giving up second 
chance shots can make a huge 
difference in the outcome of 

 
   Pierre's Stevi Claussen fin-
ished the half with a total of 
seven points and three re-
bounds for the Lady Govs. 
Kaitlyn Severyn added four 
points and two rebounds.  
   Up by seven points, the Ga-
zelles did not waste any time 
taking shots in the second 
half, however, the Lady Govs 
were able to close the gap.    
   Although it was not enough 
to keep Hora and Fitzgerald 
from scoring a combined 21 
points.  
   Sprakel contributed eight 
points. The Gazelles out-
rebounded the Lady Govs 31 
to 20 in the second half.  
   Jessica Wirth and Hora had 
the only three-pointers for the 
Gazelles in the second half. 
Wirth may not start the game, 
but she adds to the momentum 
of the game when she's in.  
   
the court and just did what 

said Wirth.  
   Severyn and Claussen each 
had nine points and a total of 
nine rebounds for Pierre in the 
second half.  
   Taylor Hyde had two three-
pointers in the second half and 
contributed four rebounds.  
   The Gazelles were defeated 
by Aberdeen Central the fol-
lowing Saturday.  
   The Gazelles meet up with 
Brookings at home tomorrow 
evening with the varsity game 
starting at 7:30 p.m. 

Gazelles Able to Power 
Past Pierre in Recent 
Basketball Action 

 Photography
 by DeAnn

 For all your senior, fam ily
 and children’s portraits
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 104 Jerry Street,Y a n k to n

 Carpet 
 Cleaning 

 Special Only
 $ 75.95

 for any 2 rooms
 (up to 300 sq. ft.)

 Not good with any other offer. 
 Must present coupon.

 Expires 3/15/13

 Since “1968”

 665-5700
 1-800-529-2450

 I’ve been thinking...
 Now’s a good time to get

  the carpets cleaned.

dreamsAccount for your
If you’re a high school senior or college student, you
could be chosen to receive a $1,000 scholarship from
First Dakota. Don’t miss this opportunity, pick up your
application today or download at FirstDakota.com.*

665.7432
Yankton Downtown • 225 Cedar Street
665.4999
Yankton North • 2105 Broadway Avenue

*Requires FirstChoice Checking account to qualify.
Applications must be postmarked by March 11, 2013.

FirstDakota.com Member FDIC

JACKRABBIT 
PREVIEW
Fridays at SDSU 

Register Now at

VISIT US
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SOUTH DAKOT

Admissions Office  |  Box 2201  |  Brookings, SD  |  57007-0649

1-800-952-3541

SDSU.Admissions@sdstate.edu  |  

 

 

    

 

TE UNIVERSITYAA STSOUTH DAKOT

Admissions Office  |  Box 2201  |  Brookings, SD  |  57007-0649

1-800-952-3541 (toll-free) (605) Fax: | 688-4121 (605) or 

SDSU.Admissions@sdstate.edu  |  TE.EDUASDST

 

 

    

 

TE UNIVERSITY

Admissions Office  |  Box 2201  |  Brookings, SD  |  57007-0649

688-6891(605) 
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