
SIOUX FALLS — Motorists
who use cell phones while driv-
ing are more likely to engage in
additional dangerous behaviors
such as speeding, driving
drowsy, driving without a seat-
belt and sending texts or emails,
according to a survey conducted
by the AAA Foundation for Traf-
fic Safety. In addition, more than
two-thirds (69 percent) of li-
censed drivers reported talking
on a cell phone while driving
within the last month despite the
fact that nearly nine-in-ten re-
spondents (89 percent) believe
other drivers using cell phones
are a threat to their personal
safety.

“Ninety percent of respon-
dents believe that distracted
driving is a somewhat or much
bigger problem today than it was
three years ago, yet they them-
selves continue to engage in the
same activities,” said Peter
Kissinger, President and CEO of
the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety. “More work clearly is
needed to educate motorists on
the risks associated with using a
cell phone while driving, espe-
cially given that most Americans
believe this problem is becoming
worse.”

Motorists who fairly often or
regularly used their cell phones
over the last month also re-
ported that they engaged in addi-
tional risky behaviors. The
research shows: 

• 65 percent also reported
speeding

• 44 percent also reported
driving while drowsy

• 53 percent also reported

sending a text or email
• 29 percent also drove with-

out a seatbelt 
Conversely, drivers who re-

ported never using a cell phone
were much less likely to report
additional risky behaviors: 

• 31 percent reported
speeding

• 14 percent reported driving
drowsy

• 3 percent reported sending
a text or email

• 16 percent drove without a
seatbelt 

Despite the near-universal dis-
approval of texting and emailing
while driving (95 percent), more
than one-in-four licensed drivers
(27 percent) reported sending a
text or email at least once in the
past 30 days, and more than one-
third (35 percent) said they read
a text or email while driving.
Young drivers age 16-24 were
even more likely with more than
half (61 percent) reporting hav-
ing read a text or email while
driving in the past month, while
more than one-in-four (26 per-
cent) reported checking or up-
dating social media while driving.

“What concerns AAA South
Dakota is that this pattern of
risky behavior goes beyond cell
phone use,” said Marilyn
Buskohl, spokeswoman for AAA
South Dakota. “These same cell
phone-using drivers clearly un-
derstand the risk of distraction,
yet they’re still likely to engage in
a wide range of other dangerous
driving behaviors.”

Driver use of cell phones im-
pairs reaction times and roughly
quadruples crash risk. Addition-

ally, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration reports
that more than 3,000 people are
killed and nearly half a million
are injured each year in crashes
involving distraction. This is
likely an underestimate given the
challenges associated with deter-
mining the role of distraction in
crashes.

AAA South Dakota strongly
supports a legislative campaign
to advocate for a text messaging
ban in South Dakota. A bill out-
lawing texting behind the wheel
have been filed for the upcoming
legislative session. To date, 39
states and the District of Colum-
bia have adopted this key traffic
safety measure.

The distraction data were col-
lected as part of the AAA Founda-

tion’s 2012 Traffic Safety Culture
Index, a nationally representa-
tive, probability-based survey of
3,896 U.S. residents ages 16 and
older. The sample is representa-
tive of all U.S. households reach-
able by telephone or by regular
mail. The questionnaire was
made available in English and
Spanish, and respondents were
able to complete it in the lan-
guage of their choice. The AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety pro-
vides additional details in the
2012 Traffic Safety Culture Index
<https://www.aaafoundation.org/
2012-traffic-safety-culture-index>
and as part of a report called Dis-
tracted and Risk-Prone Drivers
<https://www.aaafoundation.org/
distracted-and-risk-prone-dri-
vers> .

POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at the

Yankton Animal Shelter. For more infor-
mation call the Yankton Police Depart-
mentʼs Animal Control Officer, from 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at 661-9494,
or 668-5210.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan publishes po-

lice and sheriff reports as a public service
to its readers. It is important to remember
that an arrest should not imply guilt and
that every person is presumed innocent
until proven otherwise. When juveniles
are released from jail, it is into the care of
a parent or guardian.

It is the policy of the Press & Dakotan
to publish all names made available in the
police and court reports. There are no ex-
ceptions.

ARRESTS
• Christopher Williams, 26, Yankton,

was arrested Wednesday for simple as-
sault    (domestic).

• Andrew Carter, 22, Yankton, was ar-
rested Wednesday on a warrant for failure
to appear. 

• David Wurtz, 50, Yankton, was ar-
rested Wednesday on a court hold.

• Robert Reid Jr., 22, Yankton, was ar-
rested Wednesday on a court hold.

• Michael Martinez, 20, Yankton, was
arrested Wednesday for entering or refus-
ing to leave a property after notice.

• Richard Reams Jr., 46, Sioux Falls,
was arrested Wednesday on a court hold.

• Anne White, 33, Yankton, was ar-
rested Wednesday on a court hold.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 4:43 p.m.

Wednesday of a hit-and-run incident to
the complainantʼs vehicle that had hap-
pened at an undetermined location.

• A report was received at 9:18 a.m.
Thursday of a parking lot accident at the
Yankton High School.

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 8:04 p.m.

Wednesday of a man with an open can of
beer at a public facility in the 900 block of
Whiting Drive. He was asked to leave and
not return.

• A report was received at 9:02 p.m.
Wednesday of three possible gun shots in
the 700 block of West Sixth St. Multiple
witnesses heard the noise, but no source
was found in the area.

• A report was received at 10:24 p.m.
Wednesday of a shoplifter at a business
in the 3000 block of Broadway.

• A report was received at 8:06 a.m.
Thursday that drug paraphernalia was
found in the 2400 block of Broadway.

• A report was received at 9:47 a.m.
Thursday that a window was broken on a
vehicle in the 1100 block of West Eighth
St. and $100 worth of items were stolen.

• A report was received at 10:04 a.m.
Thursday that a window was broken on a
vehicle in the 100 block of East Third St.
A purse, driverʼs license, credit cards and
cash was stolen from the vehicle.

• A report was received at 12:13 a.m.
Thursday that a juvenile male was send-
ing nude photos of himself in text mes-
sages to juvenile females. The matter is
under             investigation.

• A sheriffʼs office report was received
at 9:03 a.m. Wednesday of two missing
batteries from a vehicle. It was later found
that a neighbor had borrowed them to
jump-start a stalled vehicle.

• A sheriffʼs office report was received
at 6:15 a.m. Thursday of an attempted
phone scam.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report anonymous

information on unlawful activity in the City
of Yankton or in Yankton County is en-
couraged to contact the Crime Stoppers
tip line at 665-4440.
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su do ku

Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.

Yesterday’s Solution

INTERMEDIATE

EA BOOK 43 #3

INT BOOK 43 #3
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 Use your smart phone 
 to scan this QR Code to 

 take you to our e-Edition.
 (Firefox is the preferred cell phone browser)

 JAM AT THE VFW JAM AT THE VFW
 in Yankton in Yankton

 Sun, Feb 24th • 3 - 7pm Sun, Feb 24th • 3 - 7pm
 ALL MUSICIANS & FANS WELCOME!! ALL MUSICIANS & FANS WELCOME!!

 Keyboard and sound  Keyboard and sound 
 system furnished. system furnished.

 Lunch Available Lunch Available

 www.southdakotacountrymusichalloffame.org
 VFW post 791 • 209 Cedar St. • Yankton • 665-3562

 Handicap Access - 
 open to the public

 free admission

 All proceeds will be split with Yankton 
 Children’s Choir & County Music Hall of Fame

 We want
 to  make you
 a  loan!
 $100 - $3000

 GENTRY FINANCE
 228 Capital • Yankton
 605-665-7955

 CONVENIENT LOAN
 1818 Broadway Suite D-1 • Yankton

 605-665-1640

O N  T H I S  DAT E

L OT T E R I E S

B OA R D  O F  T R A D E

Due to an early deadline caused by inclement weather, Thursday’s
lottery drawings were not available at press time.

75 YEARS AGO 
Tuesday, February 22, 1938

• It was an exciting late afternoon
and evening yesterday when about
3:30 oʼclock members of Battery “E”,
147th Field Artillery, received orders to
report to the armory and get ready to
leave at 7:30 p.m. for Sioux Falls

• A raid was made last night by
Yankton police on several business
houses in the city in which they picked
up and confiscated seven slot ma-
chines of a non-vending, non-paying
type which have found their way into
the city following the recent prohibition
and removal of machines that were
supposed to vend confections and paid
tokens which in turn could be played
back into the machine.

50 YEARS AGO
Friday, February 22, 1963

• The controversial beer bill to raise
the legal age for purchase of 3.2 ber
from 18 to 21 years of age was
amended in the senate liquor control
committee Thursday to raise the age
from 18 to 19 and sent out to the floor

with a “do pass” recommendation.
• Freedom Foundation Thursday

night honored 863 individuals, organi-
zations, businesses and schools, in-
cluding 11 in South Dakota, for
“bringing about a better understanding
of the American way of life” in 1962.
Yankton senior high school received an
honor medal for editorial in Woksape.

25 YEARS AGO 
Monday, February 22,1988

• The local advisory committee
overseeing Yanktonʼs participation in
the South Dakota Main Street project
voted this morning to adopt a logo and
project title of “Downtown Yankton,”
and to identify it as a Main Street
project.

• Standing an estimated five stories
from the top to the tip of the turbine
deep in the recesses of the Missouri
River, the hydroelectric generator can
create up to 35 megawatts of power.
Today, it stands still. Since January,
workmen have dismantled one of the
three Gavins Point Dam generators for
needed repair work both above and
underground.

CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures
traded mixed Thursday on the Chicago
Board of Trade.

Wheat for March delivery slid 17 1/4
cents to $7.21 1/4 a bushel; March corn
dropped 9 3/4 cents to $6.90 3/4 a bushel;
March oats added 1 3/4 cent to $3.89 1/2
a bushel; while March soybeans gained 5

cents to $14.87 3/4 a bushel.
Beef and pork futures fell on the

Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
April live cattle dropped 0.4 cent to

$1.2782 a pound; March feeder cattle
shed 0.02 cents to $1.407 a pound; April
lean hogs dipped 0.58 cent to 82.37 cents
a pound.

COURTESY PHOTO

Garret Fast of Kids Against Hunger Yankton is pictured loading one of 12
pallets of food, over 85,000 meals, on to a semi that will join another 13
pallets of food from Kids Against Hunger Sioux Falls for the beginning of
it's journey to Haiti. It will ship out of New York and arrive in Haiti by late
February. Once there, it will help feed over 900 children a meal a day at
5 different schools sponsored by Helping Hands for Haiti. If you would like
to learn more about Kids Against Hunger, please visit
www.kahyankton.org.

FIGHTINGHUNGERFire Claims Structure In Vermillion
VERMILLION — A fire Wednesday destroyed a storage shed in

rural Vermillion.
According to the Vermillion Fire Department, a call was received

at 5:50 p.m. for a structure fire at 30635 464th Ave. First units on
scene found a 40-foot x 120-foot shed fully involved in flames. The
homeowner also reported two vehicles and a tractor, as well as
other equipment, were in the shed.    

The fire was reported extinguished at 7:06 p.m. The estimated
damage was $125,000.

Also on the scene were Vermillion EMS and the Wakonda Fire
Department. 

Owner Of Ring Found In River Located
From P&D Staff Reports

The owner of the ring found below Gavins Point Dam this
week has been found.

The Press & Dakotan reported Thursday that a diver had
found a Yankton High School Class of 1969 ring moments before
it would have been sucked up along with other debris he had
been tasked with clearing from the apron of the dam.

The diver, Al Hotzel, determined from the initials on the ring
that it belongs to Gloria Jean Watt.

He told the Press & Dakotan Thursday evening that he had
been contacted by a family member of Watt, and arrangements
were being made to return it to her.

Sheltered Reality To Perform Saturday
Sheltered Reality will be performing at the Yankton High

School/Summit Activities Center theatre at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23.
This is a free event. 

Sheltered Reality believes that music can have meaning, yet be
a blast at the same time. The group uses drums set to music, as
well as choreography to motivate audiences to realize that anyone,
at any age, can dream and succeed. During the performance you
will learn our Steps of Success, get the chance to succeed through
a drum lesson, and have the opportunity to perform with the
group.

For more information, visit www.sheltered-reality.org.

Phone-Using Drivers More Likely To Speed, Drive Drowsy


