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Police: Altercation Sparked Vegas Gun Battle

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The Las Vegas Strip became a scene of deadly
violence early Thursday when someone in a black Range Rover
opened fire on a Maserati, sending it crashing into a taxi that burst
into flames, leaving three people dead and at least six injured.

Police believe an altercation earlier at an unspecified casino resort
prompted the car-to-car attack in the heart of the Strip at Las Vegas
Boulevard and Flamingo Road.

The crossroads is the site of several major hotel-casinos, including
Bellagio, Caesars Palace and Bally’s.

“This doesn’t happen where we come from, not on this scale,” said
Mark Thompson, who was visiting from Manchester, England, with his
wife. “We get stabbings, and gang violence, but this is like something
out of a movie. Like ‘Die Hard’ or something.”

Police said they were contacting authorities in three neighboring
states about the Range Rover Sport with dark tinted windows, distinc-
tive black custom rims and paper dealer ads in place of license plates
that fled the scene about 4:20 a.m.

In Mali, Al-Qaida Kept Xeroxed Tipsheet
TIMBUKTU, Mali (AP) — One of the last things the bearded fighters

did before leaving this city was to drive to the market where traders
lay their carpets out in the sand.

The al-Qaida extremists bypassed the brightly colored, high-end
synthetic floor coverings and stopped their pickup truck in front of a
man selling more modest mats woven from desert grass, priced at
$1.40 apiece. There they bought two bales of 25 mats each, and asked
him to bundle them on top of the car, along with a stack of sticks.

“It’s the first time someone has bought such a large amount,” said
the mat seller, Leitny Cisse al-Djoumat. “They didn’t explain why they
wanted so many.”

Military officials can tell why: The fighters are stretching the mats
across the tops of their cars on poles to form natural carports, so that
drones cannot detect them from the air.

The instruction to camouflage cars is one of 22 tips on how to
avoid drones, listed on a document left behind by the Islamic extrem-
ists as they fled northern Mali from a French military intervention last
month. A Xeroxed copy of the document, which was first published on
a jihadist forum two years ago, was found by The Associated Press in a
manila envelope on the floor of a building here occupied by al-Qaida of
the Islamic Maghreb.

At Least 12 Killed In Explosions In India
HYDERABAD, India (AP) — A pair of bombs exploded Thursday

evening in a crowded shopping area in the southern Indian city of Hyder-
abad, killing at least 12 people and wounding scores of others in the worst
bombing in the country in more than a year, officials said.

The blasts occurred about two minutes apart at around 7 p.m. outside
a movie theater and a bus station, police said. Storefronts were shattered,
motorcycles covered in debris, and food and plates from a roadside
restaurant were scattered on the ground near a tangle of dead bodies.
Passersby rushed the bleeding and wounded out of the area.

“This is a dastardly attack, the guilty will not go unpunished,” Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh said. He appealed to the public to remain calm.

The bombs were attached to two bicycles about 150 meters (500 feet)
apart in Dilsukh Nagar district, Home Minister Sushilkumar Shinde told re-
porters in New Delhi. The district is a usually crowded shopping area near
a residential neighborhood.

When asked if the government had any suspects, Shinde responded:
‘’We have to investigate.”

Feds Indict 4 In Salmonella Outbreak
WASHINGTON (AP) — Four former peanut company employees

have been charged with scheming to manufacture and ship salmonella-
tainted peanuts that killed nine, sickened hundreds and prompted one
of the largest recalls in history.

The indictment by a federal grand jury in Georgia is a rare move by
the federal government in food poisoning cases. Justice Department
officials said Thursday that the charges stemming from the 2009 out-
break serve as a warning to food manufacturers who may compromise
consumer safety in search of higher profits.

“When food or drug manufacturers lie and cut corners, they put all
of us at risk,” Stuart F. Delery, who heads the Justice Department’s
Civil Division, said at a news conference. “The Department of Justice
will not hesitate to pursue any person whose criminal conduct risks
the safety of Americans who have done nothing more than eat a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.”

The 76-count indictment was unsealed late Wednesday in federal
court in Albany, Ga. It accuses Peanut Corporation of America owner
Stewart Parnell, his brother Michael Parnell and Georgia plant man-
ager Samuel Lightsey with conspiracy, mail fraud, wire fraud and the
introduction of adulterated and misbranded food into interstate com-
merce with the intent to defraud or mislead. Michael Parnell was a
food broker who worked with the company.
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 Enjoy the wonderful sounds of  harmony 
 produced by this local boys choir
 You won’t want to miss it!
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 Boys of

 Sioux Falls

 Sioux Falls’ Singing Ambassadors Thank you
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 Hartington
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A pair of good Samaritans, who declined to be identified, helped push a car stuck in the snow outside the
XPress Mart at 38th & Broadway in Kansas City, Missouri, Thursday.

HELPINGOUT

BY MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA — It turns out this year’s flu shot
is doing a startlingly dismal job of protecting
older people, the most vulnerable age group.

The vaccine is proving only 9 percent effec-
tive in those 65 and older against the harsh
strain of the flu that is predominant this sea-
son, the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said Thursday. 

Health officials are baffled as to why this is
so. But the findings help explain why so many
older people have been hospitalized with the
flu this year.

Despite the findings, the CDC stood by its
recommendation that everyone over 6 months
get flu shots, the elderly included, because
some protection is better than none, and be-
cause those who are vaccinated and still get
sick may suffer less severe symptoms.

“Year in and year out, the vaccine is the
best protection we have,” said CDC flu expert
Dr. Joseph Bresee.

Overall, across the age groups studied, the
vaccine’s effectiveness was found to be a mod-
erate 56 percent, which means those who got
a shot have a 56 percent lower chance of wind-
ing up at the doctor with the flu. That is some-
what worse than what has been seen in other
years.

For those 65 and older, the vaccine was
only 27 percent effective against the three
strains it is designed to protect against, the
worst level in about a decade. It did a particu-
larly poor job against the tough strain that is
causing more than three-quarters of the ill-
nesses this year. 

It is well known that flu vaccine tends to

protect younger people better than older
ones. Elderly people have weaker immune sys-
tems that don’t respond as well to flu shots,
and they are more vulnerable to the illness
and its complications, including pneumonia. 

But health officials said they don’t know
why this year’s vaccine did so poorly in that
age group. 

One theory, as yet unproven, is that older
people’s immune systems were accustomed to
strains from the last two years and had more
trouble switching gears to handle this year’s
different, harsh strain.

The preliminary data for senior citizens is
less than definitive. It is based on fewer than
300 people scattered among five states.

But it will no doubt surprise many people
that the effectiveness is that low, said Michael
Osterholm, a University of Minnesota infec-
tious-disease expert who has tried to draw at-
tention to the need for a more effective flu
vaccine.

Among infectious diseases, flu is consid-
ered one of the nation’s leading killers. On av-
erage, about 24,000 Americans die each flu
season, according to the CDC.

This flu season started in early December, a
month earlier than usual, and peaked by the
end of year.  Hospitalization rates for people
65 and older have been some of the highest in

a decade, at 146 per 100,000 people.
Flu viruses tend to mutate more quickly

than others, so a new vaccine is formulated
each year to target the strains expected to be
the major threats. CDC officials have said that
in formulating this year’s vaccine, scientists
accurately anticipated the strains that are cir-
culating this season. 

Because of the guesswork involved, scien-
tists tend to set a lower bar for flu vaccine.
While childhood vaccines against diseases like
measles are expected to be 90 or 95 percent ef-
fective, a flu vaccine that’s 60 to 70 percent ef-
fective in the U.S. is considered pretty good.
By that standard, this year’s vaccine is OK. 

For senior citizens, a flu vaccine is consid-
ered pretty good if it’s in the 30 to 40 percent
range, said Dr. Arnold Monto, a University of
Michigan flu expert.

A high-dose version of the flu shot was re-
cently made available for those 65 and older,
but the new study was too small to show
whether that has made a difference.

The CDC estimates are based on about
2,700 people who got sick in December and
January. The researchers traced back to see
who had gotten shots and who hadn’t. An ear-
lier, smaller study put the vaccine’s overall ef-
fectiveness at 62 percent, but other factors
that might have influenced that figure weren’t
taken into account.

The CDC’s Bresee said there is a danger in
providing preliminary results because it may
result in people doubting — or skipping — flu
shots. But the figures were released to warn
older people who got shots that they may still
get sick and shouldn’t ignore any serious flu-
like symptoms, he said.

BY ALBERT AJI AND RYAN LUCAS
Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — A car
bomb exploded Thursday near
Syria’s ruling party headquarters
in Damascus, killing at least 53
people and scattering mangled
bodies among the blazing wreck-
age in one of the bloodiest days
in the capital since the uprising
began almost two years ago.

Elsewhere in the city, two
other bombs struck intelligence
offices, killing 22, and mortar
rounds hit the army’s central
command, activists said.

Recent rebel advances in the
Damascus suburbs, combined
with the bombings and three
straight days of mortar attacks,
mark the most sustained chal-
lenge of the civil war for control
of the seat of President Bashar
Assad’s power.

Syrian state media said the
car bombing near the Baath
Party headquarters and the
Russian Embassy was a suicide
attack that killed 53 civilians and
wounded more than 200, with
children among the casualties.
Anti-regime activists put the
death toll at 61, which would
make it the deadliest Damascus
bombing of the revolt.

The violence has shattered
the sense of normalcy that the
Syrian regime has desperately
tried to maintain in Damascus, a
city that has largely been insu-
lated from the bloodshed and de-
struction that has left other
urban centers in ruins.

The rebels launched an offen-
sive on Damascus in July follow-
ing a stunning bombing on a
high-level government crisis
meeting that killed four top
regime officials, including
Assad’s brother-in-law and the
defense minister. Following that
attack, rebel groups that had es-
tablished footholds in the sub-
urbs pushed in, battling
government forces for more than
a week before being routed and
swept out.

Since then, government war-
planes have pounded opposition
strongholds on the outskirts, and
rebels have managed only small
incursions on the city’s southern
and eastern sides.

But the recent bombings and
mortar attacks suggest that in-
stead of trying a major assault,
rebel fighters are resorting to
guerrilla tactics to loosen
Assad’s grip on the heavily forti-
fied capital.

BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
AND JON GAMBRELL
Associated Press

PRETORIA, South Africa —
South African police appointed a
new chief investigator Thursday
in the Oscar Pistorius murder
case, replacing a veteran detec-
tive after unsettling revelations
that the officer was charged with
seven counts of attempted
murder. 

The sensational twist in the
state’s troubled investigation fu-
eled growing public fascination
with the case against the double-
amputee Olympian, who is
charged with premeditated mur-
der in the Valentine’s Day slaying
of his girlfriend, Reeva
Steenkamp.

Pistorius, a sporting icon and
source of inspiration to millions
until the shooting last week, is
backed by a high-powered team
of lawyers and publicists. The
abruptness of his fall, and its
gruesome circumstances, have
gripped a global audience and
put South Africa’s police and ju-
dicial system under the spotlight. 

The man at the center of the
storm sat in the dock during his
bail hearing, mostly keeping his
composure in contrast to

slumped-over outbursts of weep-
ing on previous days in court. In
front of Pistorius, defense lawyer
Barry Roux pounced on the ap-
parent disarray in the state’s
case, laying out arguments that
amounted to a test run for the
full trial yet to come.

Roux pointed to what he
called the “poor quality” of the
state’s investigation and raised
the matter of intent, saying Pisto-
rius and Steenkamp had a “loving
relationship” and the athlete had
no motive to plan her killing.

Pistorius, 26, says he mistook
Steenkamp for an intruder when
he shot her through a locked
bathroom door in his home.
Prosecutors believe the shooting
happened after the couple got
into an argument, and prosecutor
Gerrie Nel painted a picture of a
man he said was “willing and
ready to fire and kill.” 

Much of the drama Thursday,
however, happened outside the
courtroom as South African po-
lice scrambled to get their inves-
tigation on track. 

In a news conference at a
training academy, National Police
Commissioner Riah Phiyega said
a senior detective would gather a
team of “highly skilled and expe-
rienced” officers to investigate

the killing of 29-year-old
Steenkamp, a model and budding
reality TV contestant. 

The decision to put police Lt.
Gen. Vinesh Moonoo in charge
came soon after word emerged
that the initial chief investigator,
Hilton Botha, is facing attempted
murder charges, and a day after
he offered testimony damaging to
the prosecution.

Botha acknowledged Wednes-
day in court that nothing in Pis-
torius’ version of the fatal
shooting contradicted what po-
lice had discovered, even though
there have been some discrepan-
cies. Botha also said that police
left a 9 mm slug in the toilet and
lost track of allegedly illegal am-
munition found in Pistorius’
home. 

“This matter shall receive at-
tention at the national level,”
Phiyega told reporters after testi-
mony ended in the third day of
Pistorius’ bail hearing. 

Bulewa Makeke, spokes-
woman for South Africa’s Na-
tional Prosecuting Authority, said
the attempted murder charges
had been reinstated against
Botha on Feb. 4. Police say they
found out about it after Botha
testified in Pistorius’ bail hearing
Wednesday.

Blaine ‘Bud’ Sagmoe
Blaine D. “Bud” Sagmoe, 71, of

Yankton died Thursday, Feb. 21,
2013, at the Avera Sister James

Care Center, Yankton.
Funeral services are pending

at the Opsahl-Kostel Funeral
Home & Crematory, Yankton.

Dennis Peitz
Dennis A. Peitz, 89, of Yank-

ton, and formerly of Menomi-
nee, NE, died Monday, February
18, 2013 at Avera Sacred Heart
Hospital, Yankton, SD. 

Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated at 10:30 a.m., Fri-
day, February 22, 2013 at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church,
Yankton, with Rev. Mark Lichter
officiating. Burial will be in the
Sacred Heart Cemetery, Yank-
ton, SD. 

Visitations will begin at 5
p.m., Thursday, February 21,
2013 at the Opsahl-Kostel Fu-
neral Home and Crematory,
Yankton with a 7 p.m. rosary
and a 7:30 p.m. Scripture Serv-
ice. Visitations will resume one
hour prior to the service at the
church. 

Pallbearers are Robert Peitz,
Lawrence Peitz, James Peitz,
David Peitz, Darren Ellwein, and
Dave Ryken.

Dennis was born January 15,
1924, in Fordyce, NE, to Frank
and Mary (Loecker) Peitz and
grew up on the family farm in
Beaver Creek, NE. He married
Clara Lucas on November 13,
1944 at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Yankton. They farmed
in the Centerville and Gayville
areas, was a lifelong farmer.

They sold the
farm and moved
to Yankton in
1984. They en-
joyed traveling
and gardening.
Dennis and Clara
retired and
moved to Yank-
ton in 1986. He
was a member of

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
He is survived by his

brother, Art (Delores) Peitz of
Yankton; his brother-in-law,
Orville Ellwein of Freeman, SD;
sister-in-law, Darlene Lucas of
Yankton; sister-in-law, Irene
Peitz of Orland, CA and many
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by
his loving wife, Clara, parents,
brother, Gerald, brothers-in-law,
Arnold and his wife, Betty
Lucas and Lloyd Lucas, sisters-
in-law, Lauretta and her hus-
band, Herb Holoch, and Ethel
and her husband, Carl Nysven. 
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Online condolences at: 
www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com

Peitz

Flu Shot Doing Poor Job With Elderly
“Year in and year out, the
vaccine is the best protection
we have.” 
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