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A VARIETY OF CAST EXPERIENCES

Besides Lafferty, the MMC cast
brings an interesting mix of stage
and life experiences to the stage.

As a senior, Lisa Keogh will make
her last MMC stage appearance be-
fore graduating this spring, Henrick-
son said.

“Lisa has been seen (on our
stage) several times, in ‘Rabbit Hole,’
‘Once Upon a Mattress’ and ‘Almost
Maine,”” he said. “She advanced to
the semi-final round of the 2012
Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival and the Irene Ryan
Acting Scholarship competition in
Ames (lowa).”

“Porchlight” will also bring new
faces to the MMC stage: freshmen
Raegan Layher, Megan Turner and
Peter Shepherd, as well as senior
Haley Lind and junior Piper Wegener,
who have appeared in shows over
the years.

The cast members must play
characters 10 to 20 years older than
themselves, except for the great-
granddaughter role where the ac-
tress plays someone 10 years
youngetr.

The cast has also worked on de-
veloping Southern accents for the
play, Henrickson said. However, the
cast members must also be under-
stood by the audience.

“My mom is blind, and for past
productions [ would take her to a re-
hearsal and ask her opinion (of the
dialogue),” he said. “She would tell
me if she understood someone well,
or if someone was hard to hear, or if
an accent didn’t go well.”

On all fronts, Lafferty has drawn
on her life experiences for the role.
She joked that she could easily fit
into Mama’s combative nature.

“I'm from Philadelphia, and our
dean of students (Bob Tereshinski)
is also from there, and we joke about
how arguing is a sport in Philly. No
fisticuffs; we just love to argue. We
(Philly fans) even booed Santa Claus
at a game,” she said with a laugh.

Lafferty found she also drew on
other life experiences, including her
parents’ lives. They are about the
same age as “Mama,” and Lafferty
sees her elderly parents with new
eyes thanks to the play.

“I pay attention to so many things
[ took for granted,” she said. “This
(play) has been a different experi-
ence. It's been fun and a great time.”

A MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES

Henrickson admits the play faces
some time pressures, hitting the
stage so early in the semester. Cast
members were selected in December
so they could learn their lines over
Christmas break.

“We’re running this show early in
the semester for a couple of rea-
sons,” he said. “The ‘Stations of the
Cross’ will run March 26, and we are
planning a production in the Bistro at
the end of April.”

“Porchlight” fits two things that
Henrickson sought in a play — a
newer work and one with dominant
roles for women, given the tradition-
ally few men who audition for MMC
plays.

“Porchlight’ is 20 years old, so
it’s relatively new,” he said. “My de-
signer, Steve English, knew about the
show. I had read about it and knew it
would ring true.”

While not a musical, “Porchlight”
features a great deal of background
music from the 1970s, Henrickson
said.

“Throughout the play, Mama
hangs on the porch and plays cas-
settes,” he said. “About one-third to
one-half of the play has some kind of
music. There is a wide assortment of
music off all the cassettes.”

Henrickson emphasized that,
while serious in nature, the play con-
tains no profanity and remains ap-
propriate for all ages. In fact, the play
contains themes that fit all genera-
tions, he said. He pointed to the
same uneasiness often found at all
family gatherings, such as the
Thanksgiving table.

“In the end, what is the theme of
the play? Family is family, and they
will be there for each other and sup-
port each other, even though it may
not be easy,” he said. “We can all re-
late to how families get along with
one another. There is the great com-
ing together.”

And those emotions are part of
life, whether it’s in the South or the
Midwest, Henrickson said.

“People can relate it to their own
family — the good, the bad and the
ugly,” he said. “I think people will re-
ally enjoy the characters. It’s not that
far away from our own experiences.”

The “Porchlight” cast includes
Terry Lafferty, Yankton, as Mama
Sparks; Lisa Keogh, Yankton, as
Dorothy Sparks; Piper Wegene,
Humphrey, Neb., as Summer Sparks;
Raegan Layher, Douglas, Wyo., as
Alice Sparks; Megan Turner, Sioux
City, as Corrie Sparks; Haley Lind,
Marathon, lowa, as Greeney
Philborne; and Peter B. Shepherd,
Cannon Beach, Ore., as Hinton Tar-
grove.

The play is under the direction of
Andy Henrickson, while the scenery,
lighting design and technical aspects
are under the direction by Stephen
English. Costumes are designed by
Dawn Ferris.

The box office is open noon-5
p.m., Monday through Friday, and
may be reached by calling (605) 668-
1234. The box office is located in the
Roncalli building, upper level, across
from The Raven.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf
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Entries Are Open For 2013 S.D. Horse Fair

SIOUX FALLS — Registrations of riders with horses

are being accepted for the clinics and

2013 South Dakota Horse Fair March 15-17 in the Expo
Building on the W.H. Lyon Fairgrounds in Sioux Falls.
Entry forms are available at www.SDHorseFair.com
for the two Dana Hokana clinics, the three-day Horse-
man'’s Challenge contest and the Saturday night Ranch
Rodeo. Space is limited. Those interested are encour-

MEETING MINUTES

YANKTON REGIONAL AVIATION
ASSOCIATION

Forty-six members and guests of
the Yankton Regional Aviation Associ-
ation (YRAA) met on Feb. 17 at 6
p.m. for a potluck supper meeting in
the terminal at Chan Gurney Airport.
Participants were from Menno, Mis-
sion Hill, Springfield, Tyndall, Vermil-
lion, Yankton, Allen, Crofton, Dixon,
Hartington, and Randolph.

The meeting was led by President
John Lillevold. Roger Huntley showed
numerous wood and stone carvings
along with tools, and talked about the
RiverWalk Sculptures in Yankton. Ke-
lene Fercho talked about a medical
study she is conducting concerning
upper motor function and recruited
YRAA members to participate. Dave
Kline completed a 6.5 hour ground
school on Mountain Flying at Front
Range Airport, Denver. The steel for
the new maintenance hangar at Chan
Gurney Airport has arrived and con-
struction should be started shortly.
Skip VanDerhule talked about the sta-
tus of South Dakota Senate Bill 224,
which was an act to revise and repeal
certain aviation laws and to increase
some related fees in Title 50 — Avia-
tion. Unfortunately, SB 224 was killed
in the Senate. VanDerhule also talked
about what to do concerning the re-
ceipt of unsolicited “aviation” DVD.

On Feb. 10, a dozen members
and guests of the YRAA visited Chris
Larson’s house in Yankton to see his
RV-12 aircraft project. The experimen-
tal aircraft project is nearly finished.
Chris is completing the final cross
check of the construction procedures
before moving the plane to the airport
for testing.

The next YRAA meeting is set for
March 17. For more information about
the YRAA, call 665-8448.

YANKTON AMERICAN
LEGION AUXILIARY

Yankton American Legion Auxiliary
met Feb. 18, 2013, with President
Betty Adam presiding.

Marlys List gave a talk on the ac-
tivities and meetings she attended
Feb. 8-9, 2013, at the American Le-
gion Mid Winter Conference held in
Oacoma.

Gloria Evenson, a visitor, was in-
troduced and welcomed by the group.

Helen Simpson reported that the
Auxiliary now has 116 members with
the passing of Ramona Adams whose
funeral will be Feb. 21, 2013, at Trinity
Lutheran Church. Several members
planned to attend the funeral on the
Aucxiliary’s behalf.

Annual dues for the American Le-
gion Auxiliary will be going up to $18,
for the 2013-2014 membership year.

Joyce List reports that 16 girls
were interviewed for Girls State.
Joyce is uncertain as to the number of
girls that the Legion Auxiliary will be
able to send as it depends on the
funding received.

Joyce List reports that in past

contests at the

years, the poppy poster contest has
not yielded many entries. She pre-
sented to the group an alternate color-
ing contest plan which will be tried out
at one school to see how well it is re-
ceived.

President Adam requested that all
members submit a report to her by the
March, 2013 meeting, detailing all vol-
unteer hours they have completed in
the past year on behalf of Veterans.

A delicious lunch was served by
Martha List and Gloria Pibal.

The next meeting will be March
18, 2013, with the SD State Legisla-
tors present. Members of the Ameri-
can Legion are also invited to this
meeting. Lunch hostesses will be
Malena Diede and Mary Kuchta.

TOASTMASTER CLUB 1294

Toastmaster Club 1294 met on
Feb. 2, 2012 at 7:30 a.m. at the Fryn’
Pan Restaurant. The meeting was
opened by the president, Joy Winther.
She introduced Roy Wilcox, who gave
the prayer and led the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag.

Winther then introduced Kathy
Hejna, the Toastmaster of the Day.
The Master Evaluator, Janice Kruse
introduced Jana Lane, Grammarian,
who gave the word of the day, “inun-
date,” meaning to cover with as in a
flood; Evaluators Steve Hamilton and
Janice Stone; Ah Counter, Roy
Wilcox; Timer, John Swensen; and
Vote Counter, Harry Volzke.

Vem Arens gave his speech from
the Interpretive Reading Manual, Proj-
ect three, The Monodrama, entitled
“Ulysses.” Carol Smith gave her
speech from Technical Presentations
Advanced Communication Series
Manual, Project 2, The Proposal, enti-
tled “The Missouri River Cleanup
Event.”

Joy Winther led the Table Topics,
entitled “About you and the Toastmas-
ter Manuale.” Participants included
Janice Stone, Jana Lane, Roy Wilcox,
John Swensen, Doug Fickbohm, and
Harry Voelzke.

Steve Hamilton evaluated Vem
Arens’ speech and Janice Stone eval-
uated Carol Smith’s speech. Then the
Master Evaluator, Janice Kruse evalu-
ated the meeting. Joke Master, Doug
Fickbohm told the joke of the day.

Harry Voelzke with guests, Emily
and Rachel Hejna handed out the
awards to the following winners; Carol
Smith for best speech, Steve Hamil-
ton for best evaluator, and Doug Fick-
bohm for best table topics.

Yankton Toastmaster Club 1294
met Feb. 16, 2013, at 7:30 a.m. at the
Fry’n Pan Restaurant. The meeting
was called to order by President Joy
Winther. The invocation was given by
Roy Wilcox followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag. John Swensen
was introduced as the Toastmaster of
the meeting. He called on the Gram-
marian Janice Kruse to give the word
of the day.

Table Topics was lead by Mike

aged to mail their entry fees quickly. If you have ques-
tions, call Brandon Kinney 605-695-0132.

Many horse breeds will be on display throughout
the weekend. Speakers and demonstrations at the
event will educate all levels how to better enjoy and
care for their horses.

Visit the South Dakota Horse Fair website for
schedule and family friendly admission information.

Arens. Speeches were given by Tara
Arens on “Controlling Your Fears” and
Joy Winther on “Establishing a Speak-
ers Bureau.” Master Evaluator of the
meeting was Carol Smith, who evalu-
ated the meeting and called on Jana
Lane to evaluate Tara Arens and
Steve Hamilton to evaluate Joy
Winther. Presentations were also
given by Grammarian Janice Kruse,
Jokemaster John Swensen, Ah
Counter Kevin Buhl, timer Roy Wilcox,
and Vote Counter Kevin Buhl. Table
Topic Winner was Roy Wilcox, best
speaker was Tara Arens, and best
evaluator was Steve Hamilton

For more information, call Steve at
665-8448. Guests are always wel-
come.

TOASTMASTER 6217

Toastmaster Jen Hovland asked
members, Joyce Stevens and Greg
Stach to introduce their guests, Jan
Schiferl and Chris Baer, respectively,
at the Valentines themed Club 6217
meeting Feb. 14 noon in the KPI con-
ference room.

MJ Rogers “Mentor! Me?” was a
persuasive speech telling of his
quandary between “gut wrenching”
fear and “exhilaration” when asked to
coach archers. Rogers’ evaluator,
Gale Vogt, liked the logical timeline
and good opening.

Muriel Stach’s “Love Phrases” was
a humorous speech relating common
Valentines’ Day quotes to her life. Her
evaluator, Eileen O’Connor enjoyed
the movie references and timely topic.

Master Evaluator Jennifer
Wubben’s team consisted of: timer,
Jane Miller, who joked about the stop
watch not working, but said all speak-
ers were within time; “ah” counter
Chelsi Hames, who chose nails over
the bell sound; Stevens, as grammar-
ian, introduced “adulation” as the
word of the day; and invocation leader
Steve Anderson, who said Valentines
Day is a good reminder to love each
other.

Table Topics Master Kary Beltz
asked Stan Sudbeck about the money
spent on Valentines and Sudbeck
agreed holidays are “too commercial-
ized”. Greg Stach’s question involved
Chaucer’s romantic courting ideas
which Stach related to times at “SD
School of Mines”; Stevens answered
about “romantic proposals”, sighting
the “day she became engaged; and
Jeff May said Cupid’s arrow is a better
gift than “unwanted lingerie.”

Vice President of Education Hov-
land presented trophies to Joyce
Stevens and Jeff May (Best Table
Topics Respondents), Muriel Stach
(Best Speaker), and Eileen O’Connor
(Best Evaluator). Hovland announced
the Club Contest on March 7 and
Area Contest on March 14 at Free-
man. She also presented the “door
prizes” to Greg Stach and Chris Baer.

Thrivent Financial Scores High Rating Again

Fitch Ratings has affirmed Thrivent Financial for Lutherans AA
(Very Strong) rating, the third-highest of Fitch’s 19 categories, and
given the organization a stable outlook.

Thrivent Financial is represented in the Yankton area by The
Broadway Group, which includes WD Metheny, Lyla Sonnenfeld, and
Steve Pietila at 420 Broadway Ave, Yankton.

Fitch cited Thrivent Financial’s strong capitalization, high quality
investment portfolio, consistent profitability, and favorable market
position within the Lutheran market as part of the basis for the affir-
mation. The stable outlook was driven by the organization’s strong
capital base and the expectation of Thrivent Financial’s solid operat-
ing performance, supported by conservative investment and product
offerings. These ratings reflect Thrivent Financials’ overall financial
strength and claims-paying ability, but do not apply to the invest-
ment performance of investment products.

“Our mission is to help our members be wise with money and in-
spire them to live generously,” said Randy Boushek, senior vice pres-
ident and chief financial officer for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
“Ratings from agencies such as Fitch are an affirmation of our
strength, stability and the steadfast commitment to our members.”

Kolberg Named Patriotic Employer Again

Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI) has been recognized as a “Patriotic
Employer” for its support of employee participation in America’s Na-
tional Guard and Reserve Force.

The company, along with Maintenance Supervisor Randy Blunck,
was honored for its contributions to America’s national security and
protection of liberty and freedom by the South Dakota Employer
Support of the Guard & Reserve (ESGR) organization. Blunck and
Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI) were nominated by Mechanic Wade
Peterson, who is a sergeant in the DET 1 147th FSC National Guard
unit.

Peterson, who has worked for Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI) for
the past six months, said he nominated Blunck because he appreci-
ates the support given to him by the company when he’s required to
be away from his civilian job.

“It's a good job, and he’s a good boss,” Peterson said. “It means a
lot to me to have the support of my employer and be able to pay the
bills and have a good job.”

This is the third time Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI) has been rec-
ognized as a Patriotic Employer by the South Dakota ESGR. The com-
pany earned the honor last year when Matthew Schmidt, an
equipment operator, nominated Traffic Manager Todd Rothenberger.

Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI) employs 63 men and women who
have served or are currently serving in the military. The ESGR is a
Department of Defense organization that was established in 1972 to
promote cooperation and understanding between Reserve compo-
nent members and their civilian employers.

Blunck said Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KP-JCI) has an exemplary past
employment history with members of the National Guard in South
Dakota and surrounding states. In addition to being thankful for their
service to the nation, Blunck also said he values the skills they bring
from their military experience that benefit the company.

“I'was honored when I learned that [ was going to receive the Pa-
triotic Employer Award,” Blunck said. “I feel that it is our duty to do
everything we can for Wade while he is serving our country. Wade
has the mechanical skills we were looking for to do the job. After we
got to know Wade, we found he is very professional and has a lot
more skills than we had anticipated.”

To learn more about the Employer Support of the Guard & Re-
serve organization, visit http://www.esgr.org. For more information
about Kolberg-Pioneer, Inc. (KPI-JCI), visit www.kpijci.com.

Dietrich Is Prairie Coach Trailways Winner

Prairie Coach Trailways out of Dell Rapids would like to congratu-
late Linda Dietrich from the Yankton area.

She was the grand prize winner from our latest travel shows. She
has won two tickets to the Pierre Christmas Trees coming on Dec. 7.

Services Center FCU Welcomes Michael Pietz

Michael Pietz has joined Dakota Financial Services. His office is lo-
cated in the Loan Department at Services Center Federal Credit Union.

As your ono-site independent agent, Michael is able to shop numer-
ous companies to provide you with the most comprehensive insurance
coverage at a competitive rate.

Call 605-689-0483 or email Michael at mikep@dakotafinancialser-
vices.com for your free quote and let him do the shopping for you.



