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As Budget Cuts Loom, Is Government Shutdown Next?
BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With big, automatic budget cuts about to
kick in, House Republicans are
turning to mapping strategy for
the next showdown just a month
away, when a government shutdown instead of just a slowdown
will be at stake.
Both topics are sure to come
up at the White House meeting
Friday between President Barack
Obama and top congressional
leaders, including Republican
House Speaker John Boehner. A
breakthrough on replacing or
easing the imminent across-theboard spending cuts still seems
unlikely at the first face-to-face
discussion between Obama and
Republican leaders this year.
To no one’s surprise, even as
a dysfunctional Washington appears incapable of averting a crisis over economy-rattling
spending cuts, it may be lurching
toward another over a possible
shutdown.
Republicans are planning for a
vote next week on a bill to fund
the day-to-day operations of the
government through the Sept. 30
end of the 2013 fiscal year —
while keeping in place the new
$85 billion in cuts of 5 percent to
domestic agencies and 8 percent
to the military.
The need to keep the government’s doors open and lights on
— or else suffer the first government shutdown since 1996 — requires the GOP-dominated House
and the Democratic-controlled
Senate to agree. Right now they
hardly see eye to eye.
The House GOP plan, unveiled
to the rank and file on Wednesday, would award the Pentagon

and the Veterans Administration
with their line-by-line budgets,
for a more-targeted rather than
indiscriminate batch of military
cuts, but would deny domestic
agencies the same treatment.
And that has whipped up opposition from veteran Democratic
senators on the Appropriations
Committee. Domestic agencies
would see their budgets frozen
almost exactly as they are, which
would mean no money for new
initiatives such as cybersecurity
or for routine increases for programs such as low-income housing.
“We’re not going to do that,”
said Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa. “Of
course not.”
Any agreement needs to pass
through a gantlet of House tea
party conservatives intent on
preserving the across-the-board
cuts and Senate Democrats
pressing for action on domestic
initiatives, even at the risk of creating a foot-tall catchall spending
bill.
There’s also this: GOP leaders
have calculated that the automatic cuts arriving on Friday
need to be in place in order for
them to be able to muster support from conservatives for the
catchall spending bill to keep the
government running. That’s because many staunch conservatives want to preserve the cuts
even as defense hawks and others fret about the harm that
might do to the military and the
economy. If the automatic cuts
are dealt with before the government-wide funding bill gets a
vote, there could be a conservative revolt.
“The overall sequester levels
must hold,” said Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Calif.

Little to no progress has been
made so far between House and
Senate leaders and the White
House, and given the hard feelings
engulfing Washington, there’s no
guarantee that this problem can
be solved, even though the stakes
— a shutdown of non-essential
government programs after
March 27 — carry more risk than
the across-the-board cuts looming
on Friday.
The funding plan for the rest of
the fiscal year will be a main topic
at the White House meeting on
Friday, the March 1 deadline day
for averting the across-the-board
cuts.

The warring sides in Washington have spent this week assigning blame rather than seeking a
bipartisan way out. In a glimpse of
the state of debate on Wednesday,
Republicans and the White House
bickered over whether the cuts
would be under way by the time
Friday’s meeting started. A
spokesman for Boehner said they
would be in place; the White
House countered that Obama
would in fact have until midnight
Friday to set them in motion.
The cumbersome annual ritual
of passing annual agency spending bills collapsed entirely last
year — not a single one of the 12

annual appropriations bills for the
budget year that began back in
October has passed Congress —
and Congress has to act by March
27 to prevent a partial shutdown
of the government.
By freezing budgets for domestic agencies, the Republican plan
would deny an increase for a big
cybersecurity initiative, additional money to modernize the
U.S. nuclear arsenal and money to
build new Coast Guard cutters.
GOP initiatives such as more
money for the Small Business Administration or fossil fuels research would be hurt as well, but
there’s little appetite for the alternative, which is to stack more
than $1 trillion worth of spending
bills together for a single up-ordown vote.
But the GOP move to add the
line-by-line spending bills for the
Pentagon and veterans’ programs
to the catchall spending bill
would give the military muchsought increases for force readiness and the Veterans
Administration additional funding
for health care.
That approach has few fans in
the White House, which is seeking
money to implement Obama’s signature efforts to overhaul financial regulation and the nation’s
health care system, or within the
Democratic Senate, where members of the Appropriations Committee want to add a stack of bills
covering domestic priorities such
as homeland security, NASA and
federal law enforcement agencies
like the FBI.
“You need balance,” said Sen.
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. “We feel
as strongly about the domestic
side as we do defense.”
The catchall spending measure, known as a continuing resolution or CR inside Washington, was

originally seen as a potential
must-pass measure to avert Friday’s cuts or make them less severe. But no serious talks to avert
the cuts have been under way.
On Thursday, Democrats will
force a vote on a measure that
would forestall the automatic cuts
through the end of the year, replacing them with longer-term
cuts to the Pentagon and cash
payments to farmers and installing a minimum 30 percent tax
rate on income exceeding $1 million. But that plan is virtually certain to be toppled by a GOP-led
filibuster vote.
Republicans in turn are considering offering a measure that
would give Obama authority to
propose a rewrite to the 2013
budget to redistribute the cuts.
Obama would be unable to cut defense by more than the $43 billion
reduction that the Pentagon currently faces, and would also be
unable to raise taxes to undo the
cuts. The GOP plan would allow a
resulting Obama proposal to go
into effect unless Congress
passed a resolution to overturn it.
The idea is that money could
be transferred from lower-priority
accounts to accounts funding air
traffic control or meat inspection.
But the White House says that
such moves would offer only
slight relief. At the same time,
however, it could take pressure
off of Congress to address the sequester.
In the House, where Republicans in the past Congress passed
legislation to replace the cuts,
Boehner has said it’s now up to
Obama and the Senate to figure a
way out. The Senate never took
up the House-passed bills, which
expired when the new Congress
was seated in January.
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Out On The Town

14 DAYS • JUNE 3-16, 2013

ONLY

$

2095

Per Person
dbl. occ.

from OMAHA, LINCOLN, NORFOLK & FREMONT

TOUR INCLUDES:

• 20 Meals • 13 Nights
$2945 • Deluxe Motor Coach • Professionally escorted
• 3 Ferry Cruises • Deadwood SD, Grand Tetons
Single
Jackson Hole WY, and Yellowstone National Parks WY
• Big Horn Mountains, Waterton Lakes, Alberta, Canada
• Calgary Olympics Site - Lake Louise - Columbia Ice Fields
• Athabasca Glacier snow coach ride • Hells Gate Canyon
• Beautiful Butchart Gardens • Seattle Space Needle
1-800-806-7944 (for complete brochure)

COUPON

SENIOR DISCOUNT
(55 & OVER)

$100 Discount
$1995 DBL. Occ.
$2845 Single

MUST BE
REDEEMED BY
5•8•13

MOOSTASH JOE TOURS www.mjtours.com

CJ’s At The Lake
OPEN ALL YEAR!
CJatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands • 402-388-4267

Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

Try Out Our Seafood Buffet
Even If It’s...
“Just For The Halibut”

ALL “Bigger & Better”
YOU
CAN
EAT
Every Friday During Lent
from 5:00-9:00 p.m.

MON.-WEDNESDAY: 14 Oz. Prime Rib w/Salad Bar $12.95
TUESDAY: Taco 99¢
THURSDAY: Burgers $1.25
FRIDAY: Fish & Shrimp Fry
SATURDAY: Prime Rib & Ribs
SUNDAY MORNING BUFFET till 12PM...IT’S DELICIOUS:

Large Salad Bar, 5 Kinds of
Seafood, Potatoes, Soup,
Debbie’s Delicious Deviled Eggs,
Vegetables & Dessert Bar.
So get off your BASS and load up all
the little SHRIMPS and head on over to...

C.J.’s Eggs, Sausage, waffles, french toast, bacon, biscuits & gravy
SUNDAY NIGHT: 3 pc. Chicken with Salad Bar $9.95

in Crofton, NE 402-388-4640

GREAT FOOD...FANTASTIC VIEW...AWESOME WILD ANIMAL DISPLAY!

WIEBELHAUS RECREATION

304 W. 3rd,
Yankton

Overnight Trip To

Royal River Casino

2007 Broadway, Yankton – 605-260-1688

Open 11am-3pm, 4pm-9pm

at Flandreau, SD

New Trips
March 11 & 12
March 25 & 26
For Reservations Call

Hennen Tours
1-800-551-5275
or 402-394-1547
or 507-530-0587

AllYo u Ca n Ea t
Lu n ch B u ffet
11a m -3pm

Check Out Our
Daily Noon Lunches
Call Ahead for
Noon Meetings
Try Our Homemade Pizza!
Mar 2 Salute to Alabama
Mar 8 Happy Ending
Mar 9 Midnight Special

BEAT THE
CLOCK
Mouthwatering
Seafood
Entrees
Served
Thursday,
Friday &
Saturday

1-402-388-2400
CROFTON, NE

The

Argo

www.theargohotel.com

VFW

Post 791
209 Cedar

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Every Monday
In February
Pinochle Tournament
starting at 7pm
Players Needed

Wednesday & Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice

Thursday
6-7pm – Domestic Beers $1.50
5-7pm – Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries $5.00

Friday
Karaoke
8:30pm-12:30am
Ribs
Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Entertainment
No Band
Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm

Happy Hour M-F 4:30-7:30

Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Month

4 pm -9pm

AllDay Din n er B u ffet o n
S a tu rd ay & Su n d ay
Cra b Legs & Su sh i Every
N igh t AllDay o n W eeken d s

Express Delivery Available
(City ofYankton)$15 m inim um forFREE Delivery

TOP-IT THURSDAYS

JUMBO
PIZZA!!

EVERY TUESDAY
AFTER 4:00PM

Feeds 5-6 People

Large Single Topping Pizza

Single
Topping

THE TIME YOU PICK UP IS THE PRICE YOU PAY!

$

EXAMPLE: 4:00-4:15 = $4.00 • 4:30-4:45 = $4.50
5:15-5:30 = $5.25 • 7:45-8:00 = $7.75
Offer good until 10:00pm. Up to 5 large pizzas.

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

AllYo u Ca n Ea t
Din n er B u ffet

•DINE IN •PICK UP •DELIVERY
YANKTON MALL • 665-2525

5 99
$ 45
7

$

Specialty

13 15
99 $

99

