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OPINION | WE SAY

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” 1 Corinthians
13:4-5 NIV 

F RO M  T H E  B I B L E

By The Associated Press
Today is Friday, Feb. 14, the 45th

day of 2014. There are 320 days left
in the year. This is Valentine’s Day. 

Today’s Highlight in History: On
Feb. 14, 1924, the Computing-Tabulat-
ing-Recording Co. of New York was
formally renamed International Busi-
ness Machines Corp., or IBM. 

On this date: In 1014, Henry II
was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in
Rome by Pope Benedict VIII.

In 1778, the American ship
Ranger carried the recently adopted
Stars and Stripes to a foreign port for
the first time as it arrived in France.

In 1859, Oregon was admitted to
the Union as the 33rd state.

In 1895, Oscar Wilde’s final play,
“The Importance of Being Earnest,”
opened at the St. James’s Theatre in
London.

In 1903, the Department of Com-
merce and Labor was established. (It
was divided into separate depart-
ments of Commerce and Labor in
1913.)

In 1912, Arizona became the 48th
state of the Union as President
William Howard Taft signed a procla-
mation.

In 1929, the “St. Valentine’s Day
Massacre” took place in a Chicago
garage as seven rivals of Al Capone’s
gang were gunned down.

In 1949, Israel’s Knesset con-
vened for the first time.

In 1963, Federico Fellini’s art-
house classic “8 1/2” was first re-
leased in Italy.

In 1979, Adolph Dubs, the U.S.
ambassador to Afghanistan, was kid-
napped in Kabul by Muslim extremists
and killed in a shootout between his
abductors and police.

In 1984, 6-year-old Stormie Jones
became the world’s first heart-liver
transplant recipient at Children’s Hos-
pital of Pittsburgh (she lived until Nov.
1990). Jayne Torvill and Christopher
Dean of Britain won the gold medal in
ice dancing at the Sarajevo Olympics.

In 1989, Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini
called on Muslims to kill Salman
Rushdie, author of “The Satanic
Verses,” a novel condemned as blas-
phemous. 

Ten years ago: Guerrillas over-
whelmed a police station west of
Baghdad, killing 23 people and freeing
dozens of prisoners. Twenty-eight
people were killed when the glass-

and-concrete roof of an indoor water
park in Moscow collapsed.

Five years ago: Savoring his first
big victory in Congress, President
Barack Obama used his weekly radio
and Internet address to celebrate the
just-passed $787 billion economic
stimulus bill as a “major milestone on
our road to recovery.” Jazz drummer
Louie Bellson, who’d performed with
Duke Ellington and his late wife, Pearl
Bailey, died in Los Angeles at age 84.
Publisher Alfred A. Knopf Jr., 90, died
in New York.

One year ago: Paralympic super-
star Oscar Pistorius was charged with
murdering his girlfriend at his home in
South Africa, a stunning development
in the life of a national hero known as
the “Blade Runner” for his high-tech
artificial legs. Billionaire Warren Buffett
agreed to buy H.J. Heinz Co. for $23.3
billion in the richest deal ever in the
food industry. American Airlines and
US Airways announced an $11 billion
merger that turned American into the
world’s biggest airline. 

Today’s Birthdays: TV personal-
ity Hugh Downs is 93. Actress-singer
Florence Henderson is 80. Actor An-
drew Prine is 78. Country singer
Razzy Bailey is 75. Former New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg is 72.
Jazz musician Maceo Parker is 71.
Movie director Alan Parker is 70. Jour-
nalist Carl Bernstein is 70. Former
Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., is 67. TV
personality Pat O’Brien is 66. Magi-
cian Teller (Penn and Teller) is 66.
Cajun singer-musician Michael
Doucet (Beausoleil) is 63. Actor Ken
Wahl is 57. Opera singer Renee Flem-
ing is 55. Actress Meg Tilly is 54. Pro
Football Hall of Famer Jim Kelly is 54.
Singer-producer Dwayne Wiggins is
53. Actor Enrico Colantoni is 51. Actor
Zach Galligan is 50. Actor Valente Ro-
driguez is 50. Rock musician Ricky
Wolking (The Nixons) is 48. Tennis
player Manuela Maleeva is 47. Actor
Simon Pegg is 44. Rock musician
Kevin Baldes (Lit) is 42. Rock singer
Rob Thomas (Matchbox Twenty) is 42.
Actor Matt Barr is 30. Actor Jake Lacy
is 28. Actress Tiffany Thornton is 28.
Actor Freddie Highmore is 22. 

Thought for Today: “Age is strictly
a case of mind over matter. If you don’t
mind, it doesn’t matter.” — Jack
Benny (born this date in 1894, died in
1974). 

O N  T H I S  DAT E

MANAGERS 
Gary L. Wood

Publisher

Michele Schievelbein
Advertising Director

Tonya Schild
Business Manager

Michael Hrycko
Circulation Director

Tera Schmidt
Classified Manager

Kelly Hertz
Editor

James D. Cimburek
Sports Editor

Beth Rye
New Media Director

Kathy Larson
Composing Manager 

Bernard Metivier
District Manager

Published Daily 
Monday-Saturday 

Periodicals postage
paid at Yankton,
South Dakota, under
the act of March 3,
1979.

Weekly Dakotian
established June 6,
1861. Yankton Daily
Press and Dakotian
established April 26,
1875.

Postmaster: Send
address changes to
Yankton Daily Press
& Dakotan, 319 Wal-
nut, Yankton, SD
57078.

* * *

* * *

* * *

* * *

MEMBERSHIPS 
The Yankton Daily

Press & Dakotan is a
member of the Associ-
ated Press, the Inland
Daily Press Associa-
tion and the South
Dakota Newspaper
Association. The Asso-
ciated Press is entitled
exclusively to use of all
the local news printed
in this newspaper.

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES* 

(Payable in advance)

CARRIER DELIVERY

1-month  . . . . .$12.09
3 months  . . . .$36.27
6 months  . . . .$72.53
1-year  . . . . . .$133.09

MOTOR ROUTE

(where available)
1 month  . . . . .$14.51
3 months  . . . .$43.53
6 months  . . . .$87.05
1 year  . . . . . .$139.14

MAIL IN RETAIL

TRADE ZONE

1-month  . . . . .$16.93
3 months  . . . .$50.79
6 months  . . .$101.57
1-year  . . . . . .$148.82 

MAIL OUTSIDE

RETAIL TRADE ZONE

1 month  . . . . .$19.35          
3 months  . . . .$58.05
6 months  . . .$116.09
1-year  . . . . . .$186.33  
* Plus applicable sales
tax for all rates

CONTACT US 
PHONE:

(605) 665-7811
(800) 743-2968

NEWS FAX:
(605) 665-1721 

ADVERTISING FAX:
(605) 665-0288 

WEBSITE: 
www.yankton.net 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 

news@yankton.net
———

SUBSCRIPTIONS/
CIRCULATION:
Extension 104

CLASSIFIED ADS:
Extension 108

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
Extension 114

SPORTS DEPARTMENT:
Extension 106

ADVERTISING OFFICE:
Extension 122

BUSINESS OFFICE:
Extension 119
NEW MEDIA:
Extension 136

COMPOSING DESK:
Extension 129

Melissa Bader
Derek Bartos

Cassandra Brockmoller
Rob Buckingham

Randy Dockendorf
Jeannine Economy

Jeremy Hoeck
Nathan Johnson
Robert Nielsen

Muriel Pratt
Jessie Priestley
Matt Robinson
Cathy Sudbeck
Sally Whiting

Brenda Willcuts
Jackie Williams 

DAILY STAFF

* * *

YO U R  L E T T E R S

O N L I N E  O P I N I O N
The results of the most recent Internet poll on the Press & Dakotanʼs Web

site are as follows:

LATEST RESULTS: 
Who would you support in a hypothetical three-way Senate race be-

tween Mike Rounds, Rick Weiland and Larry Pressler?
Mike Rounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34.7%
Rick Weiland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34.7%
Larry Pressler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.4%
Not sure/other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,2%
TOTAL VOTES CAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .438

The Press & Dakotan Internet poll is not a scientific survey and reflects the
opinions only of those who choose to participate. The results should not be con-
strued as an accurate representation or scientific measurement of public opinion. 

———
CURRENT QUESTION: 

Do you support raising the minimum wage?
To vote in the Press & Dakotanʼs Internet poll, log on to our website at www.yank-

ton.net.

Open Up
THUMBS UP to the South Dakota Senate for unani-
mously passing legislation Thursday that would
make police logs public records in our state. By a
vote of 33-0, the measure now moves to the House.
Currently, the police logs can be released to the
public at the discretion of law enforcement. That
discretionary aspect has been removed, although

certain privacy protections would remain in place. This measure
represents another step forward into introducing more sunshine
into our public records. Let’s hope members of the House feel the
same way.

Dead End
THUMBS DOWN to news from Gov. Dennis Dau-
gaard this week that a proposal to renovate the Ord-
way, Mellette and Herreid buildings on the South
Dakota Human Services Center campus will not pro-
ceed. Foutch Brothers, a Kansas City, Mo., develop-
ment company, had eyed the properties for a
possible housing development. Daugaard shared

that, after working on a proposal with the firm for months, he was no-
tified recently that Foutch Brothers were not interested in proceed-
ing. We appreciate the effort of both parties to find new life for those
magnificent historic buildings and are saddened that now they are
sentenced to demolition. Had things worked out differently, we be-
lieve they could have played an important role in Yankton’s future.

Certified Ready 
THUMBS UP to the City of Yankton, Yankton Area
Progressive Growth and Planning and Development
District III for their successful effort to get five
properties in the South Dakota Certified Ready
Sites Program. Currently, only four other communi-
ties have certified ready sites, and none of them
have multiple listings. The program puts these

commercial and industrial sites on the state’s short list for prospec-
tive businesses and makes it easy for them to access information
about the properties. This is a sign of a progressive community that
wants to grow, and we are always glad to see collaboration in pur-
suit of a common goal. It bodes well for the future.

Get-Well Wishes
THUMBS DOWN to the news that Yankton native,
University of South Dakota graduate and former
NBC News anchor Tom Brokaw, 74, has been diag-
nosed with cancer. He has multiple myeloma, a can-
cer that affects the blood cells in the bone marrow.
Brokaw said he was diagnosed last August, and the
prognosis is good. NBC said doctors are encour-

aged at Brokaw’s progress so far. That doesn’t surprise us, as
Brokaw has shown a dogged determination and has lived life to the
fullest, including his current coverage of the Winter Olympics at
Sochi, Russia. We wish him well in the days ahead.

BY KATHLEEN PARKER 
© 2014, Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON — Groundhog Day isn’t just a
movie.  

Here it is early 2014 — still almost
three years away from a new presidency
— but it’s high time to mention that
Hillary Clinton was a “ruthless” first lady.  

This shocking revelation comes to us
courtesy of the Washington Free Beacon
— an online conservative commen-
tary/news site — that published an arti-
cle based on the papers of Hillary’s good
friend, Diane Blair, a University of
Arkansas political scientist. Blair’s pa-
pers were handed over to the university
after her death in 2000. 

The headline: “The Hillary Papers:
Archive of ‘closest friend’ paints portrait
of ruthless First Lady.”  

Blair’s journal included not only her
own contemporaneous observations during the
Monica Lewinsky saga but also the notes she took
while talking on the phone with the then-first lady.  

One mustn’t speak ill of the dead, they say, but
they were Spartans in the 6th century B.C., so
whatever. One might at least wonder whether Blair
told Hillary she was taking notes that she would re-
lease posthumously. That’s certainly one form of
life insurance. But wouldn’t it have been more
close-friendish to wait until all parties concerned
were enjoying the hereafter before publishing
notes that could damage the living? 

Hillary has been memed. Effective immediately,
she is ruthless. 

The Beacon headline was based on a private
1992 poll about Hillary Clinton during her hus-
band’s presidential campaign. Although respon-
dents expressed general admiration for the
Clintons, they also expressed fear that “only some-
one too politically ambitious, too strong, and too
ruthless could survive such controversy so well.” 

The pollsters concluded: “What voters find
slick in Bill Clinton, they find ruthless in Hillary.” 

Welcome to Double Standards 101.  
But we needn’t visit that lecture hall. Instead,

let’s assume that Hillary Clinton is ambitious,
strong and ruthless. Quick, the ink on my palm is
fading. Please remind me who those two people are
in Washington who don’t fit this description. 

But Hillary Clinton is sui generis, endlessly fas-
cinating in that love-her-or-hate-her way. To some,
she is an intelligent woman who has weathered a
20-year assault with relative grace. To others, she’s
a pushy broad whose dagger gaze reminds them of

a disapproving teacher, or worse. Guess which
ones are women and which are men.  

What Blair’s papers mostly reveal is that Hillary
Clinton is a human being who was deeply hurt and
humiliated by the Lewinsky affair — and that she is

sometimes profane in private. Men, we
admit, are less secretive, often hurling
their epithets in public — even some-
times on the Senate floor.  

We also learn that Hillary once re-
ferred to Lewinsky as a “narcissistic
loony toon,” which by most books is a
charitable observation.  

Perhaps the more apt metaphor for
this week’s buzz isn’t a movie after all but
double jeopardy. The case of Hillary, Bill
and Monica has been prosecuted and
then some. Thus all, especially Hillary,
have been politically inoculated against
further prosecution on this point. Be-
sides, as some apparently need remind-
ing, Hillary was the victim. 

She wasn’t the only casualty, however. Also
wounded, tragically, was Lewinsky, now 40.
Forevermore, her life is a stained blue dress.
Though legally of age and consensually available
when she began flirting with the president, she ulti-
mately was a naive, misguided kid barely out of col-
lege. (Depending on what is revealed in a rumored
$12 million tell-all book, I reserve the right to
amend the foregoing.) 

Meanwhile, Hillary, who has said she forgave
her husband years ago, might consider also forgiv-
ing Lewinsky. There’s nothing like compassion to
ruin a ruthless meme. If I were her scriptwriter, she
might say something like this:  

Everyone is familiar with the marital difficulties
Bill and I worked so hard to get through. Yet, some
have seen fit to resurrect the past. As I’ve said be-
fore, I forgave my husband a long time ago. Today
I’d like to forgive someone else. Monica Lewinsky. 

As you’ve probably read, I once made a dis-
paraging remark about Ms. Lewinsky in confidence
to a dear friend. I’m sure you can understand why. I
can’t apologize for my feelings, but I am sorry I said
those things. In any case, that was also a long time
ago. We’ve all matured, become wiser and moved
on with our lives. It’s time to let the country move
on as well.  

Thank you for your decency in allowing the
past to rest. I’m Hillary Clinton, and I’m the one
running for president. 

Kathleen Parker’s email address is kathleen-
parker@washpost.com. 

Double Standards 101

Kathleen 

PARKER

BY KELLY HERTZ
kelly.hertz@yankton.net

There are times when there is nothing funny
about the funnies.

Whenever we do a reader survey of our
comics page, I find that out immediately
as people’s passions for the comic
strips bursts forth with both petals and
thorns.

Recently, the Press & Dakotan de-
cided to undertake a survey of our
comics page by test-running the strip
“Take It from the Tinkersons,” which we
made room for by temporarily pre-
empting the venerable “For Better or
For Worse.” 

This move seemed to cause some
people to question my sanity. But at
least they were questioning, while many
others also voiced their opinions on
what they liked and didn’t like in our
stable of comic strips and panels.

First off, a big thanks goes to everyone for
doing that, because it gave me something that I
rarely encounter as I work with that page: feed-
back.

It’s been about five years since we did our last
comics page survey; when we don’t do such exer-
cises, I hear practically nothing about the page.
(We did do a snap survey last year on “Dear
Abby,” which came back resoundingly positive.)
That makes it hard to get a gauge sometimes on
what’s working and what isn’t — or if anyone is
even paying attention at all.

But, when this latest survey began in late Janu-
ary, the feedback started coming in immediately
and it remained very steady. We received nearly
120 responses, which is more than I expected and
far more than I feared. It reaffirmed that there is
still considerable interest in the comics page, a
unique and rich newspaper tradition.

OK, enough of the backdrop: Let’s get to the
results.

It’s clear that we won’t be taking the “Tinker-
sons.” Many readers disliked it — some, vigor-
ously so. It had very few favorable responses. So,
scratch the “Tinkersons” off the list.

I also learned how popular “For Better of For
Worse” is with our readers, so it is going nowhere. 

In fact, the only strip that surpasses “For Bet-
ter” in affection is “Zits,” which remains our most
popular strip among our survey respondents.  

Also very popular are “Baby Blue,” “Blondie”
and “Family Circus.” “Peanuts” has many fans,
too, but it also had a relatively (compared to past

surveys) high number of negative votes — which
may or may not be sacrilege.

Some comics are quite divisive, which brings
up questions of diversity and interest. “Bizarro”
and “Mother Goose and Grimm,” which are simi-
lar in attitude if not format, were frequently men-

tioned together by readers as their least
favorite offerings. Both had lots of nega-
tive votes. On the other hand, both gar-
nered about the same or more positive
votes — and far more overall votes —
than the likes of “Garfield” and “Beetle
Bailey.” Which matter should be poten-
tially the greater concern: the high num-
ber of negative votes for some comics,
or the lower number of any votes for
others? 

What did become instantly clear in
this survey was that, as much as read-
ers dislike the “Tinkersons,” they de-
spise “Dick Tracy” even more. It got
more overall votes than any other strip,
and almost all were negative. I’ll take the

blame for this. When we did our last survey, I be-
came intrigued by dramatic strips with running
story lines similar to what I used to see back
when I was a kid. I was surprised by how few
there were left. The “Tracy” strip had actually run
in the Press & Dakotan for almost 40 years until it
was dumped sometime in the 1980s. So, spurred
on by a couple of suggestions to give “Tracy” an-
other try, I decided to do so. But you clearly don’t
like it. 

Thus, we’ve decided to jettison that strip at
some point in the near future.

What will replace it?
Finding that answer is the next phase of this

survey/experiment/ordeal. We plan to do another
two-week test run of three or four comic strips,
hopefully starting Feb. 24. This time, to accommo-
date the test strips, we plan to move the “Dear
Abby” column to the Life page during that period.
(PLEASE don’t freak out over this temporary
shift.) The test strips, which should be announced
next week, are based on several suggestions sup-
plied by readers. (By the way, I’m thankful for the
fact that, this time, no one demanded that we
bring back “The Far Side,” which we and practi-
cally every paper in the country would do if we
could.) 

Be watching for those details, and once again,
please let us know what you think. 

You can follow Kelly Hertz on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/kelly_hertz/. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.

Sizing Up Our Comics Page

Sack Pack Success
United Church of Christ Mission Board, Yankton

Recently, the United Church of Christ
(UCC) Mission Board held a Shop For Sack
Pack Event at Yankton Hy-Vee. Area shoppers
filled numerous boxes with needed food items
and donated more than $900 for the Yankton
Sack Pack Program. 

Thank you to Marilyn Kratz and Jill Werm-
ers for organizing the event. Thank you to
HyVee for hosting the event and transporting
the food items to the Sack Pack location.
Thank you to the UCC members who volun-
teered during the event. Thank you to the
Yankton community for supporting our youth! 

Kelly 

HERTZ


