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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A
verdict in the city of Jack-
sonville is again raising the
issue of self-defense and race
in Florida, just seven months
after George Zimmerman
was acquitted in the shoot-
ing of a black teenager,
Trayvon Martin.

Michael Dunn, a 47-year-
old software developer,
could face 60 years in prison
following his conviction Sat-
urday on multiple counts of
attempted murder for shoot-
ing into a carful of teenagers
outside a Jacksonville con-
venience store in 2012. Jor-
dan Davis, 17, died in the
incident. 

The verdict is a far cry
from one delivered seven
months ago, when Zimmer-
man was acquitted in July
the shooting death of 17-
year-old Martin in Sanford,
about 125 miles south of
Jacksonville. 

Like Zimmerman, Dunn
said he felt his life was in
danger when he fired the
shots. But the verdict sug-
gested the jury struggled to
see it that way.

Following an argument
over loud music coming
from the car that Davis was
in, Dunn said he shot at the
car with his .9mm handgun
— he said he was afraid and
thought he saw a shotgun in
the car Davis was in.

Legal experts say it’s
likely that at least one mem-
ber of the jury believed
Dunn’s story — about being
scared, pulling a gun in self-
defense and firing the first
few shots, which killed
Davis. The jury couldn’t
reach a decision on the first-
degree murder charge, and
after more than 30 hours of
deliberations over four days,
a mistrial was declared on
that charge.

“Although I don’t think
the evidence supports this,
it is possible that the jury
felt that Dunn was proper to
stand his ground as to Davis,
but his shooting of the oth-
ers in the car was exces-
sive,” said Kenneth Nunn, a
law professor at the Univer-
sity of Florida.

Nunn and other experts
said Sunday that it’s possible

the jury was confused re-
garding first-degree murder
and the concept that it must
be “premeditated.”

“It’s not possible to know
without interviewing the
jury,” said Nunn. “I expect
something to trickle out
within a couple of weeks that
will give us more insight into
what the jury was thinking.” 

Another area of confusion
for the general public is
Florida’s stand-your-ground
defense law, which was a
flashpoint during the Zim-
merman case and, to a lesser
degree, in this case.

Zimmerman told police
he shot Martin only after the

African-American teenager
physically attacked him;
Martin’s family and support-
ers say Zimmerman, who
identifies himself as His-
panic, marked Martin as a
potential criminal because
he was black.

In both the Dunn and
Zimmerman trials, lawyers
decided not to pursue a pre-
trial immunity hearing al-
lowed by Florida’s
stand-your-ground law. But
in each case, jurors were
told by the judges that they
should acquit if they found
the defendant had no duty to
retreat and had the right to
“stand his ground.”

That phrase is part of
standard instructions given
jurors when they weigh a
case involving a claim of self-
defense.

But the state’s stand-
your-ground law was techni-
cally not part of either trial.

“Dunn’s attorney argued
self-defense, which has been
around forever,” said Miami
defense lawyer and former
assistant U.S. Attorney David
Weinstein. “I think people
will say that because some
of the language from the
stand your ground statute
gets embedded into the jury
instructions, that stand your
ground has an effect.”
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Tourists Killed In Bus Bombing In Egypt
CAIRO (AP) — An explosion tore through a bus filled with

South Korean sightseers in the Sinai Peninsula on Sunday,
killing at least four people and raising fears that Islamic mili-
tants have renewed a bloody campaign to wreck Egypt’s
tourism industry.

The bombing near the tip of the Red Sea’s Gulf of Aqaba
was the first attack against tourists in Sinai in nearly a decade.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility. But the
blast bore the hallmarks of attacks blamed on the al-Qaida-
linked militant groups that have been battling government
forces in Sinai’s restive north for years.

At least three South Korean tourists were killed and 12 se-
riously wounded, according to Egyptian security officials. The
Egyptian bus driver was also among the dead, the officials
said.

“I am deeply saddened by the incident,” Tourism Minister
Hesham Zazou told state TV. The Egyptian presidency called
the attack a “despicable act of cowardice” and vowed to bring
the culprits to justice.

Spiked Heroin Causing Fatal Overdoses
POINT PLEASANT, N.J. (AP) — On an icy night last month,

a man entered a grocery store here, walked past the displays
of cake mix and paper towels, and went into the bathroom,
where he injected himself with heroin.

Hours later, the man was found dead in the bathroom with
a needle still in his arm, authorities said. They believe the
man was one of more than 80 across the country who have
died in recent weeks after injecting heroin laced with fen-
tanyl, a powerful synthetic opiate.

As the number of people who use, and fatally overdose
on, heroin has skyrocketed in recent years, authorities are
seeing the return of an alarming development: heroin that,
often unbeknownst to the user, is spiked with fentanyl.

Fentanyl is a narcotic that is typically administered to
people in chronic pain, including end-stage cancer patients. It
is also used as an anesthetic. It is considered 80 times more
powerful than morphine and can kill by inhibiting breathing.

“The dealers push this as being a super high, which it is,
but it’s also lethal,” said Ellen Unterwald, director of the Cen-
ter for Substance Abuse Research at the Temple University
School of Medicine. Users typically don’t know how much
fentanyl is mixed in, and she said just a small amount can be
fatal because the drug is so potent.

House Democrats Deploy Unusual Tactic
WASHINGTON (AP) — House Democrats are determined

to cast an election-year spotlight on Republican opposition
to raising the minimum wage and overhauling immigration
laws.

To try to accomplish that in the GOP-controlled House,
Democrats are planning to rely on an infrequently used,
rarely successful tactic known as a “discharge petition.”

It requires the minority party — in this case, Democrats,
who are unable to dictate the House agenda — to persuade
some two dozen Republicans to defy their leadership, join
Democrats and force a vote on setting the federal minimum
wage at $10.10 an hour.

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California said
Democrats will push the wage issue when Congress returns
from its break Feb. 24. Forcing a vote on a comprehensive
overhaul of immigration laws could occur in a few months.

Democratic leaders argue that a majority of Americans
favor both steps, which are priorities for President Barack
Obama, and say the House GOP is the obstacle. Republi-
cans say Democrats are embarking on an approach that
they know has little chance of success in an attempt to cir-
cumvent the will of the GOP-led House.

Cellphones In Prisons A Growing Problem
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — They’re hidden in babies’ di-

apers, ramen noodle soup packages, footballs, soda cans
and even body cavities.

Not drugs or weapons, but cellphones. They’re becom-
ing a growing problem in prisons across the country as
they are used to make threats, plan escapes and for in-
mates to continue to make money from illegal activity even
while behind bars.

“You can pick states all across the country and you’ll
see everything from hits being ordered on individuals to
criminal enterprises being run from inside institutions with
cellphones,” said Michael Crews, head of Florida’s Depart-
ment of Corrections.

When two murderers serving life sentences escaped
from Florida Panhandle prison last fall, a search of their
cells turned up a cellphone used to help plan the getaway,
drawing attention to the burgeoning problem. It was just
one of 4,200 cellphones confiscated by prison officials last
year, or 11 per day.

“The scary part is, if we found 4,200, we know that’s not
all of them,” Crews said.

‘Lego Movie’ Blocks ‘About Last Night’
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “The Lego Movie” built a huge

lead on top of the weekend’s new releases at the box office.
In its second outing, the Warner Bros. animated film fea-

turing the voices of Chris Pratt, Elizabeth Banks and Will
Arnett earned $48.8 million to take first place, according to
studio estimates Sunday. That brings the film based on the
toy brick-building franchise’s domestic box office total to
$129.1 million, cementing it as one of the biggest block-
busters of the year.

“It’s crossing over to all audiences,” said Paul Der-
garabedian, senior media analyst for box-office tracker Ren-
trak. “It’s not just a kids’ movie. There’s something for
boys, girls and adults, as well. The likeability is astronomi-
cal. That across-the-board appeal is giving ‘The Lego
Movie’ unstoppable momentum, even in a weekend loaded
with new competitors.”

Sony’s romantic comedy “About Last Night” starring
Kevin Hart and Michael Ealy came in second place with $27
million. The strong showing further demonstrated Hart’s
clout as a box-office draw. The actor-comedian’s other film,
the buddy cop comedy “Ride Along” with Ice Cube, nabbed
$8.8 million in its fifth weekend to take the sixth spot at the
box office.

BY MATTHEW LEE
AP Diplomatic Writer

JAKARTA, Indonesia — U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry on Sunday
called climate change perhaps the
world’s “most fearsome” destructive
weapon and mocked those who deny
its existence or question its causes,
comparing them to people who insist
the Earth is flat.

In a speech to Indonesian students,
civic leaders and government officials,
Kerry tore into climate change skeptics.
He accused them of using shoddy sci-
ence and scientists to delay steps
needed to reduce emissions of green-
house gases at the risk of imperiling the
planet. 

A day earlier, the U.S. and China an-
nounced an agreement to cooperate
more closely on combating climate
change. American officials hope that
will help encourage others, including
developing countries like Indonesia and
India, to follow suit.

China and the United States are the
biggest sources of emissions of carbon
dioxide and other gases that cause the
atmosphere to trap solar heat and alter
the climate. Scientists say such changes
are leading to drought, wildfires, rising
sea levels, melting polar ice, plant and
animal extinctions and other extreme
conditions.

Also in the Jakarta
speech, Kerry said
everyone and every
country must take re-
sponsibility for the
problem and act imme-
diately.

“We simply don’t have time to let a
few loud interest groups hijack the cli-
mate conversation,” he said, referring
to what he called “big companies” that
“don’t want to change and spend a lot
of money” to act to reduce the risks. 

Kerry later singled out major oil and
coal concerns as the primary offenders.

“We should not allow a tiny minority
of shoddy scientists and science and
extreme ideologues to compete with
scientific facts,” Kerry told the audi-
ence at a U.S. Embassy-run American
Center in a shopping mall. 

“Nor should we allow any room for
those who think that the costs associ-
ated with doing the right thing out-
weigh the benefits.”

“The science is unequivocal, and
those who refuse to believe it are sim-
ply burying their heads in the sand,”
Kerry said. “We don’t have time for a
meeting anywhere of the Flat Earth So-
ciety,” 

Kerry said the cost of inaction will
far outweigh the significant expense of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
that trap solar heat in the atmosphere

and contribute to the Earth’s rising
temperatures.

He outlined a litany of recent
weather disasters, particularly flooding
and typhoons in Asia, and their impact
on commerce, agriculture, fishing and
daily living conditions for billions of
people.

“This city, this country, this region,
is really on the front lines of climate
change,” Kerry said. “It’s not an exag-
geration to say that your entire way of
life here is at risk.”

He added: “In a sense, climate
change can now be considered the
world’s largest weapon of mass de-
struction, perhaps even, the world’s
most fearsome weapon of mass de-
struction.”

The solution, Kerry said, is a new
global energy policy that shifts reliance
from fossil fuels to cleaner technolo-
gies. He noted the President Barack
Obama is championing such a shift and
encouraged others to appeal to their
leaders to join.

The U.S.-China statement issued just
after Kerry left Beijing on Saturday said
the two countries agreed on steps to
carry out commitments to curb green-
house gases, including reducing vehicle
emissions, improving energy efficiency
of buildings and other measures.

Beijing and Washington launched a
climate change discussion last year,
promising progress in five areas: reduc-
ing vehicle emissions; advanced elec-
tric power grids; capturing and storing
carbon emissions; gathering green-
house gas data; and building efficiency.
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