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Co-Pilot Hijacks Plane To Geneva

GENEVA (AP) — It seemed like a routine overnight flight
until the Ethiopian Airlines jetliner went into a dive and oxy-
gen masks dropped from the ceiling. Only then did the terri-
fied passengers — bound for Italy from Addis Ababa — realize
something was terribly wrong.

The co-pilot had locked his captain from the cockpit, com-
mandeered the plane and headed for Geneva, where he used a
rope to lower himself out of a window, then asked for political
asylum.

Authorities say a prison cell is more likely.

One passenger said the hijacker threatened to crash the
plane if the pilot didn’t stop pounding on the locked door. An-
other said he was terrified “for hours” Monday as the plane
careened across the sky.

“It seemed like it was falling from the sky,” 45-year-old Ital-
ian Diego Carpelli said of the Boeing 767-300.

US Diplomats Booted From Venezuela

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — President Nicolas Maduro’s
government on Monday gave three U.S. Embassy officials 48
hours to leave the country, accusing the Obama administra-
tion of siding with student protesters who Venezuela accuses
of inciting violence.

The announcement by Foreign Minister Elias Jaua came
amid fears that renewed clashes could erupt Tuesday when
both pro- and anti-government activists have announced plans
for demonstrations in the capital.

Foreign Minister Elias Jaua said that the senior U.S. con-
sular officers were trying to infiltrate Venezuelan universities,
the hotbed of the recent unrest, under the cover of doing visa
outreach. Repeating charges by Maduro, who has expelled
American diplomats twice before, Jaua said that the U.S. is
conspiring with opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez and stu-
dent activists in an attempt to oust the socialist president.

The U.S. has denied the charges but is expressing concern
about rising violence that led to three deaths last week during
anti-government demonstrations, and about the government’s
attempts to block peaceful protests.

Secretary of State John Kerry said Saturday that Lopez’s
arrest would have a “chilling effect” on Venezuelans’ right to
free expression.

Study: Arctic Region Is Getting Darker

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Arctic isn’t nearly as bright and
white as it used to be because of more ice melting in the
ocean, and that’s turning out to be a global problem, a new
study says.

With more dark, open water in the summer, less of the
sun’s heat is reflected back into space. So the entire Earth is
absorbing more heat than expected, according to a study pub-
lished Monday in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences.

That extra absorbed energy is so big that it measures
about one-quarter of the entire heat-trapping effect of carbon
dioxide, said the study’s lead author, lan Eisenman, a climate
scientist at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in Califor-
nia.

The Arctic grew 8 percent darker between 1979 and 2011,
Eisenman found, measuring how much sunlight is reflected
back into space.

“Basically, it means more warming,” Eisenman said in an in-
terview.

North Korea

UN Letter Warns Of Crimes

BY JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press

GENEVA — A U.N. panel warned North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Monday that
he may be held accountable for orchestrat-
ing widespread crimes against civilians in
the secretive Asian nation, ranging from
systematic executions to torture, rape and
mass starvation.

It is unusual for a U.N. report to directly
implicate a nation’s leader. But in a letter
accompanying a yearlong investigative re-
port, the chairman of a three-member U.N.
commission of inquiry, retired Australian
judge Michael Kirby, directly warned Kim
that international prosecution is needed
“to render accountable all those, including
possibly yourself, who may be responsible
for crimes against humanity.”

“Even without being directly involved in
crimes against humanity, a military com-
mander may be held responsible for crimes
against humanity committed by forces
under the commander’s effective com-
mand and control,” Kirby wrote.

He urged Kim to take “all necessary and
reasonable measures” to stop crimes
against humanity and insure that they are
properly investigated and prosecuted.

Syria

Kirby added, however, there was no indica-
tion the North Korea would do so.

The investigative commission’s 372-
page report is a wide-ranging indictment of
North Korea for policies including political
prison camps with 80,000 to 120,000 peo-
ple, state-sponsored abductions of North
Korean, Japanese and other nationals, and
lifelong indoctrination.

“They are wrongs that shock the con-
science of humanity,” Kirby said, compar-
ing them with Nazi atrocities.

Details of the findings were reported
Friday by The Associated Press.

Speaking to reporters after the release
of the report, Kirby said it was impossible
not to include Kim’s name in the list of sus-
pects because of what he described as the
government’s totalitarian nature.

Kirby referred to prison camps, which
North Korea says do not exist. “However,
the satellite images show the prison camps
and we had testimony, which is quoted in
the report, which tells the stories of the
prison camps” that include starvation and
stunted growth in babies, he said.

North Korean officials did not cooper-
ate with the panel’s investigation, saying in
correspondence last year that the country
“totally and categorically rejects” the probe

ordered by the U.N.’s 47-nation Human
Rights Council, which is based in Geneva.

The commission’s three members —
which also include Sonja Biserko of Serbia
and Marzuki Darusman of Indonesia — said
the findings are based on testimony from
80 witnesses at four public hearings in
Seoul, Tokyo, London and Washington last
year plus more than 240 confidential inter-
views with victims and others.

North Korea is unlikely to face prosecu-
tion because China, one of five veto-wield-
ing members of the U.N. Security Council,
generally opposes such referrals to the In-
ternational Criminal Court.

“Too many times in this building there
are reports and no action,” Kirby said of
the United Nations. “Well, now is a time for
action. We can’t say we didn’t know.”

Before the report’s release, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said her country’s position was “very
clear”

“We think we should establish a con-
structive dialogue to solve the disputes
over the human rights issues based on
equal footing and mutual respect,” Hua told
reporters in Beijing. “It will not help the sit-
uation to bring the issue to an international
court.”

Rebels Name New Military Commander

BY ZEINA KARAM AND
BARBARA SURK
Associated Press

BEIRUT — After losing
ground to Syrian forces and Is-
lamic extremists for months,
the Western-backed rebel
movement announced Mon-
day it was replacing its mili-
tary chief with an
experienced, moderate field
commander from the south.

The move is part of a
broader restructuring aimed
at persuading the U.S. and its
allies to provide more sophis-
ticated weapons to confront
President Bashar Assad’s
army after diplomatic efforts
to end the war failed to take
off.

U.S. Secretary of State John

Kerry, meanwhile, accused
Assad of stonewalling in peace
talks and called on Russia to
push its ally to negotiate with
opposition leaders.

“Right now, Bashar Assad
has not engaged in the discus-
sions along the promised and
required standard that both
Russia spoke up for and the
regime spoke up for,” Kerry
said during a news conference
in Jakarta, Indonesia. He said
it was clear the Syrian leader
was “trying to win this on the
battlefield instead of coming
to the negotiating table in
good faith.”

The opposition reluctantly
agreed to participate in two
rounds of peace negotiations
in Geneva, hoping it would
convince the U.S. of the futility
of a diplomatic track to end

the country’s three-year con-
flict. By revamping the oppo-
sition’s moderate forces, it
hopes to encourage its reluc-
tant U.S. and European allies
to send them anti-aircraft
weapons to challenge Assad’s
monopoly on air power.

Brig. Gen. Abdul-llah al-
Bashir replaces Gen. Salim
Idris, a secular-leaning moder-
ate who was criticized by
many in the opposition for
being ineffective and lost the
confidence of the U.S. and its
allies, particularly after Is-
lamic extremists seized a
weapons depot from moderate
rebels. The move was an-
nounced Monday in a state-
ment by the FSA’s Supreme
Military Council.

Al-Bashir, who previously
headed the group’s operations

in the southern province of
Quneitra on the border with
the Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights, is considered a mod-
erate Islamist. He hails from
the region’s most powerful al-
Nuaimi tribe, giving him influ-
ence among Syria’s
conservative rural areas,
where tribal connections are
important.

Rebels say he has vast
knowledge of the areas south
of Damascus where he served
as an army commander until
defecting to the opposition in
2012. His son Talal, also a
rebel, was killed in battle with
government forces in Quneitra
last year.

In speeches, al-Bashir has
said he supports a democratic
Syria.
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Dbl Occ

ONLY

MOOSTASH JOE TOURS
NEW YORK CITY SPRING ADVENTURE

s Per person dbl occ from NORFOLK, OMAHA,
LINCOLN, FREMONT, WALNUT & DES MOINES, I1A
Single Occupancy $2119

Every
Day!

Kids 12 and under.
Limited time only!

N

~

PLAY TO EARN ENTRIES DECEMBER 29-MARCH 22

N]LSRP Y~

345,525 §
MARCH 22 B
GIVEAWAY 10PM  {

& Macthon

h

2014 CADILLAC
w XTS SEDAN

The World’ slest W (%44' /

22 TRAVIS LEDOYT

kS om-9m -8B $20
A

MING

C0
pENTERTAINMENT

BELLAMY BROTHERS - FEB 21
GUNSLINGER - FEB 28
GOTCHA COVED - MARCH 14
COUNTY ROAD - MARCH 21

TOUR INCLUDES: e Deluxe Motor Coach e 9 Nights Hotel e 16 Meals e Amish
Homestead - Pennsylvania eTour Liberty Bell - Pennsylvania e 4 Full Days &
Nights of Guided Tours in New York, Broadway Shows, Ellis Island, Empire
State Building, Out of the Dust Lower Manhattan & A Whole Lot More!

m Coupon st be receemed oy Mar 25,2014 NEW YORK SPRING ADVENTURE
SENIOR CITIZEN COUPON (55 & Over) A""' 22-May 1, 2014

s OFF tour price of $1699 1 599 |
with $100 discount you pay only

I_ One $100 coupon can be used for up to 4 people. Slngle OCC onIy $201J
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For more info. write to: MOOSTASH JOE TOURS
PO Box 969, Fremont, NE 68026-0969 or call 402-721-7944

1-800-806-7944 OR www.mjtours.com
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SANTEE SIOUX NATION

502 W. 21st St., Yankton - 665-6230

MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE THEATRE
Post 791 209 Cedar||| PRESENTS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Wednesday & Sunday

5-7pm Cooks Choice

THURSDAY - SATURDAY \
FEBRUARY 27, 28,

Join us in celebrating our
Thursday e 11th Annual °
5-7pm — Domestic A TASTE OF
Beers $1.50 7:30PM
5-7pm — Hamburger/ MARIAN AUDITORIUM NEW O RLEANS
Pizza Burger & Fries Mo From now un’{ll Mor.ch Zilgl enjoy
$5.00 Mardi Gras with a rich sampling
CoOLLEGE CAMPUS i, SN of New Orleans’
ENGLISH VERSE BY delicious food and drink.
BBQ Ribs RiCHARD WILBUR , .
o For Tickers CALL: We'll be serving up Creole
Serving 5:30-8:00 MMC THEATRE Box and Caijun specialties like

Saturday
Entertainment

Red Snapper & Crawfish Etouffée,
VooDoo Chicken c®
and the best Jambalaya

OFFICE 605.668.1234
ADULTS: $8 STUDENTS: $4

Rel\kalgal\;]ednu this side of the French Quarter. *
5%30—8:00 IEST’EI% Y Available for a limited time only. |
Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm FOR ADULT SITUATIONS * ¢
Sunday at 6:30pm T w‘ ' |
Happy Hour M-F
30.7:30 W] MounT Marty ¢ CRILL & BAR ¢
Chislic Served Last e o T e ° O
Wednesday of Month JJ| 1105 WesT 87 STREET | YaKToN, SD @ 1607 E Hwy 50 « Yankfon, SD « 605/664-2244 R




