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Her Unwanted Attention

DEAR ABBY: [ have a problem with blush-
ing. Whenever I'm the center of attention,
even if it’s with just one other person, my
face goes bright red. This even happens
when I'm not feeling embarrassed.

['ve learned to cope with the feeling of my
face flushing. What I'm having trouble with
is people’s comments about why my
face is so red. I've never been able to
come up with a good response. Tell-
ing them I'm not really embarrassed {
is met with skepticism. Please help.
— RED-FACED IN MEMPHIS

DEAR RED-FACED: My advice is
to be upfront and tell the questioner
that you don’t know why it happens,
but you're not embarrassed. As you
already know, blushing can happen
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because you find it happening even

when you are not pressured or embarrassed,
discuss it with your physician to be sure
there isn’t an underlying physical problem.

DEAR ABBY: I've been dating my 42-year-
old boyfriend, “Mike,” for a year. I love him,
but he’s a heavy drinker. He has a glass or
two of whiskey on a daily basis and goes
through a huge bottle of whiskey every week-
end. (He also drinks beer like water.) When |

It bothers me that Mike drinks so much
and that he won't cut back. I told him I
wouldn’t marry him unless he does. My
problem is, I don’t know whether he’s an
alcoholic since he doesn’t ever show signs of
intoxication. I've been told that alcoholism
is a progressive disease and that it will only
increase.

What constitutes an alcoholic? Is it pos-
sible for Mike to drink every day but not be

Moon in Cancer if born before 9:41 a.m. (PST).
Afterward, the Moon will be in Leo.
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one? [ don’t want to lose him, but he also has
a very bad temper, and I'm afraid it’s not a
good combination if we were to get married.
— TORN IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR TORN: You are right to be con-
cerned. Even if Mike promised “not to drink
so much,” he might backslide on his promise
after the wedding.

Also, has it occurred to you that
the whiskey may be part of what is
causing Mike’s bad temper? Large
quantities of alcohol have been
known to alter a person’s percep-
tion, and the results can be explo-
sive. If you haven't already done
so0, consider attending an AL-Anon
meeting, which may confirm this.

I'm not a medical doctor, but it
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ACTT ! - if someone suffers from a social pho- would be interesting to know what
Ill’ll?g;oUUCH JEEJZID@ @ A PUPPIESARE 50000 | | STIL AJERK! bia. In cases like that, counseling and _ Jeanne Phillips  your boyfriend’s physician thinks
T ‘ support groups can help. However, about the amount of alcohol he

consumes, because the quantity you
say Mike puts away may put him at risk for
cirrhosis of the liver.

This may be more information than you
asked for, but I don’t think Mike is marriage
material because it appears he is already
wedded to his bottle.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Con-

‘8{_‘;‘&‘2&"‘2&‘1{0@?‘5 %"}u‘gg f’-&‘}é—‘pﬂz—ﬁ ' gfg;ggﬁs%%_po‘ﬁ asked him to cut back, he refused because he  tact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
SQLVV HOPE YO0 UONT MING, % YouNG PEOPLE WiTH |  ‘loves” whiskey. I have never seen him drunk  Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
, MEE CELLPHONES \F o0 | or act intoxicated, so he obviously has a high
7 ‘;EE .| CONT WANT-TO BE tolerance. What teens need to know about sex, drugs,

AIDS and getting along with peers and parents
is in “What Every Teen Should Know.” Send
your name and mailing address, plus check or
money order for $7 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby,
Teen Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris,

IL 61054-0447. (Shipping and handling are
included in the price.)
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* % % Assume a low profile, even if someone
tries to shock you out of complacency. You'll need
to observe rather than react. Ask yourself what
would be best to do in order to move forward. You
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the boundaries of your relationship. Life won't be
boring, and you will love all the excitement. LEO
always seems ready to have fun.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have:

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20)

* % % % You will want to straighten out a situ-
ation that involves a headstrong friend or loved

* % * Be willing to stand up and assume your
role in a particularly difficult situation. You might
not want all the attention on you, but it seems to
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CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)

* % % *x Deal with a partner or associate direct-
ly. In fact, the response you receive could be totally

v y one. This person might seem to be quite closed off, : . - X
HAVE You m WA/TIOA/G ) THE PRINCE 15 HAVING but in reality, he or she probably just wants to get different than if you were to discuss the same issue
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rather than push. Tonight: Mosey on home.
GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20)

* % % % % Share more of what ails you. A part-
ner or loved one might seem distant and difficult.
The unexpected is likely to affect a meeting and/or
an interaction with this person. Avoid making any
judgments, and try stating your point in a different
way. Tonight: At a favorite spot.

CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22)

* % % % You might want to be more aware of
your spending and your budget. You could feel as

Tonight: Pay bills first.
LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22)
* % % % % You will be in the position to convince

moment. Be willing to state the same point several
different ways. Tonight: Togetherness.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)

* % % % You might have mixed feelings and be
overly serious, especially after a morning surprise.
Nothing is as it seems and all is subject to change.
Remain open to various ideas and you will head
down the right path. Tonight: Confusion reigns.
Maintain a sense of humor.

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20)

* % * You could be somewhat fixated on your
schedule and on what you must accomplish. You

BEETLE IS THE C'MON, SARGE! [4E‘s HONEST |F EVERYONE ON EARTH if your finances are out of whack. Worry less, and . L h
WORST SOLDIER BEETLE IsA HFRIESSE‘/, ’ | WAS LIKE THAT, THE WORLD |  stay centered. You are likely to experience a certain  Will have a surprising change occur at some point
H\\lNg-ﬁ\g!HOLE GOOD GUY! SMART... FIGHTER... |- WOULDBEABETTERPLACE |  amount of boredom in your daily routine. Change it! throughout the day. You might want to rethink a de-

cision with more care. Verify what you are hearing.
Tonight: Squeeze in some exercise.
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