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For the first time in my 12 years covering the University of South Dakota, | was in the so-called ‘war
room’ on National Signing Day on Wednesday morning.

My general synopsis? Not at all what | pictured.

I've always aggressively covered Signing Day, particularly since USD joined the Division | ranks, but
had never gone over to the Vermillion bright and early on that annual Wednesday morning gathering

with the coaches.

Inside A ‘War Room’ On National Signing Day

As | found out in my nearly four hours at the DakotaDome on Wednesday, that's entirely true.
First of all, the jokes about fax machines being used — it's 2015, right?! — are a little off. The
coaches don't use a fax machine to await National Letters of Intent. No, it's the compliance office that

This year, though, a couple different coaches extended an invitation, and that with the idea that
USD could be a cross-roads (coming off another winless season in the Missouri Valley), | decided to

gets faxes. From there, the go-ahead is passed on to the coaches and they can check off the names
— as USD does on a big marker board in the coaches office.

That's another difference from what | expected. The coaches, of course, have their own offices, so

they're usually in there checking email or Twitter, or wandering between offices or checking the big
board. They're not all huddled around a conference room table staring at the phone.

Life at a small D-I college like USD, naturally, is certainly less stressful than what you'd see at Ala-
bama or Ohio State. By the time Signing Day rolls around, coaches at USD are pretty sure who's sign-
ing — though there are always the occasional situations where they sit and wait.

school, college
and pro sports.

join the fun.

With Signing Day, you'd expect coaches gathered around a table, phones buzzing, the fax machine
constantly spewing out paper and maybe some nail-biting moments, right?

Allin all, it was an interesting experience inside the ‘war room.’
Or, as USD coach Joe Glenn joked, “If we don't get the rest of these recruits, it'll really be a war

room.”

lowa Announces Signing Of
Parkston’s Reiff

IOWA CITY, lowa — The University of lowa football pro-
gram officially announced Parkston’s Brady Reiff as a mem-
ber of its 2015 recruiting class.

Reiff graduated from Parkston High School in December
and is already enrolled at lowa. He will be able to participate
in spring practices for the Hawkeyes.

A two-time first-team All-State selection, the 6-4, 235-
pound defensive end helped lead the Trojans to a Class 11B
championship game in 2014 after leading the Trojans to a
runner-up finish in 2013

Besides his success on the football field, Reiff was also
a two-time state wrestling champion, winning the 220-pound
title each of the past two season in helping the Trojans to
team ftitles the past two years. He was also a state track qual-
ifier in the 200-meter dash, as well as in the 400, 800 and
medley relays.

DWU, Morningside Each Sign

Four Area Recruits

MITCHELL — Dakota Wesleyan head football coach
Ross Cimpl signed his largest recruiting class to date
Wednesday, a group of 41 that included four student-athletes

with area ties and a transfer from the University of South
Dakota.

Viborg native Matt Jensen will join the Tigers after previ-
ously attending Momingside. The 5-11, 170-pound defensive
back will have one year of eligibility remaining. Charles
LaRoche, a 5-10, 190-pound defensive back from Lower
Brule, transfers from USD with three years remaining.

Joining them with the Tigers are Bon Homme wide re-
ceiver Tanner Van Winkle (6-2, 190), Viborg-Hurley wide re-
ceiver Rusten Anderson (6-0, 185) and Menno-Marion
offensive lineman Zakk Ryherd (6-2, 270).

Morningside College also signed four area student-ath-
letes for football, Wes Dvorak of Parkston, Oliver Doeden of
Beresford, Dylan Loberg of Randolph, Nebraska and Chase
Kelley of Hartington (Nebraska) Cedar Catholic. Dakota State
picked up Beresford wide receiver Austin Meester, a transfer
from Northern State.

Reminder: Gazelles Game At
Harrisburg Tonight

The Yankton High School Activities office would like to re-
mind Yankton girls” basketball fans that today’s (Thursday)
game with Harrisburg will be played in Harrisburg, not in
Yankton as was originally scheduled.

The first meeting between the teams, scheduled for Jan.

8 in Harrisburg, was moved to Jan. 9 in Yankton as part of a
doubleheader with the teams. Today's game was moved to
Harrisburg to make sure each team gets a home game in the
series.

The varsity girls’ game is set for 6:15 p.m. and will be fol-
lowed by the boys’ game.

Elk Point’s Fletcher To Be Hon-

ored Friday

ELK POINT — Former Elk Point-Jefferson teacher and
coach Daryl Fletcher will be honored prior to the girls’ game
of the Dakota Valley at Elk Point-Jefferson basketball double-
header on Friday in Elk Point.

Fletcher talk and coached at Elk Point and later Elk Point-
Jefferson for 34 years, retiring in 2007. He coached golf for 33
years and basketball for 30 years during that tenure, serving
on the South Dakota High School Coaches Association board
of directors for 15 years. He was the South Dakota Golf
Coaches Assocaition president in 1997, and served as the
South Dakota High School Coaches Association president in
the 1997-98 school year.

Fletcher was a three-time SDHSCA Golf Coach of the
Year and three-time National High School Coaches Associa-
tion Golf Coach of the Year nominee. He received the
SDHSCA Max Hawk Awardin in 2002-03, and was inducted

into the SDHSCA Hall of Fame this past summer.

His teams won six state golf titles and 10 region champi-
onships, while his basketball teams went 203-80 including a
52-1 conference record during an eight-year run.

There will also be a celebration and gathering for Fletcher
at the Paint Golf and Event Center in Elk Point on Friday fol-
lowing the games.

Dakota Valley’s Smith Named
Class A Miss Volleyball

ABERDEEN — Dakota Valley setter Lindsey Smith has
been named the Class A ‘Miss Volleyball’ award winner, ac-
cording to a release by the South Dakota Volleyball Coaches
Association on Wednesday.

Smith, a Nebraska-Keamey recruit, led the Panthers toa
third place finish at the state tournament this past season.
She also anchored the Panthers’ 2013 championship run.

Taryn Kloth of O'Gorman and Ashley Rozell of Warner
were honored in Class AAand Class B. Al three will be pre-
sented their awards during the South Dakota High School
Coaches Association all-star volleyball match in July at Ab-
erdeen.

Dakota Xl Boys’ Classic Set

HARTFORD — Pairings for the Dakota XII Conference

boys' basketball Classic, scheduled for Saturday in Hartford,
have been announced.

Play begins at 10 a.m. with Beresford against Canton,
followed by Elk Point-Jefferson against Dakota Valley at 11:45
a.m. Vermillion draws Tea Area at 1:30 p.m., followed by West
Central against Lennox at 3:15 p.m. At 5 p.m., third-seeded
Madison draws Tri-Valley, followed by top-seeded Sioux Falls
Christian against second-seeded Dell Rapids at 6:45 p.m.

Parings were based on SDHSAA power points after
Tuesday'’s action.

USD Picked Fifth In Summit

League In Women’s Golf

ELMHURST, lll. — The University of South Dakota was
picked fifth in the Summit League women’s golf preseason
poll, announced on Wednesday.

Denver was picked to repeat as league champions, re-
ceiving eight of nine first-place votes. Oral Roberts was sec-
ond, followed by North Dakota State and South Dakota State.
|UPUI, Western lllinois, Fort Wayne and Omaha follow the
Coyotes in the ranking.

The 2015 Summit League Women's Golf Championships
will be played April 20-22 at Bayonet Black Horse Golf Course
in Seaside, Calif.

MMC Men
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Seitzinger and Patrick
Ciganovic, but Morningside
took a 39-37 lead to the lock-
erroom after Bryce Koch cut
to the rack for a bucket.

Smith, who became the
20th Lancer to score 1,000
points for his career Friday,
shot four of seven for the half
and scored 12 points.

Morningside’s 6-6 center,
Nikkel, had his way inside
with 11 1st-half points.

The Lancers committed 12
turnovers, and Morningside
capitalized to aid their 1st-
half advantage.

“We've had a lot of great
first halves this season,”
Baker said.

Morningside second half

surge was sparked by senior
guard Steve O’Neill’s 3-point
play, giving the Mustangs a
48-37 lead.

Smith, who was 4-5 from
downtown, trimmed the
Lancer deficit to single digits
at 62-53, but Andrew Christen
drained a pair of 3-pointers to
keep Mount Marty at bay
with a late 70-57 lead and
eventually the 79-63 final.

“We’ve got to do more
game-winning things; we got
a little sloppy at times with
our passes and with our
hands,” Baker said. “I am
proud of our effort and proud
of our fight, but the number-
ten team made the plays.”

Smith led the Lancers with
24 points and six rebounds.

Ciganovich scored seven
points and Bartscher had six
points and three assists.

Nikkel finished with 17
points to pace the Mustangs
as Christen scored 16 and

Ryan Tegtmeier added 12
points,

O’Neill, the league’s player
of the week, scored 13 points
and had five assists.

Mount Marty will host
Hastings Saturday at 4 p.m as
they continue a 5-game
homestand.

The Mustangs, now 20-3
and 12-3 in the GPAC, will

play at Midland Saturday.
MORNINGSIDE (20-3)

Steve O'Neill 4-13, 4-4 13, Ryan Tegtmeier 4-7 3-
412, Tanner Miller 3-8 1-3 9, Andrew Christen 5-14 4-
416, Kyle Nikkel 7-11 3-4 17, Blake Van Ginkel 2-2 0-0
4, Brody Van Ginkel 0-1 0-0 0, Jared Kolbush 0-11-2 1,
Bryce Koch 3-4 1-17, Shane Hennen 0-10-0 0, James
Wright 0-1 0-0 0. TOTALS: 28-63 17-22 79.

MOUNT MARTY (2-21)

Blake Bartscher 3-5 0-0 6, Bud Smith 8-14 4-6 24,
Jake Anderson 2-9 2-2 7, Alex Irvine 2-4 0-1 4, Cody
Willett 2-4 0-0 6, Deric Denning 0-0 0-0 0, Lorenzo
Davis 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson Seitzinger 1-5 0-0 2, K.J.
DeChristino 2-5 0-0 5, Jalen Hurley 0-3 2-2 2, Patrick
Ciganovic 3-4 0-0 7. TOTALS: 23-53 8-11 63.

At the Half: MC 39, MMC 37; 3-Point Goals: MMC
9-24 (Bartscher 0-1, Smith 4-5, Anderson 1-6, Willett 2-
3, Seitzinger 0-3, DeChristino 1-4, Ciganovic 1-2), MC
6-21 (O'Neill 1-5, Tegtmeier 1-2, Miller 2-4, Christen 4-
6, Brody Van Ginkel 0-1, Kolbush 0-1, Hennen 0-1,
Wright 0-1); Rebounds: MMC 37 (Smith 6), MC 32
(Christen 6); Personal Fouls: MMC 18, MC 12; Fouled
Out: None; Assists: MC 20 (O'Neill 5), MMC 8
(Bartscher 3); Turnovers: MMC 22, MC 9; Blocked
Shots: MC 6, MMC 1; Steals: MC 6, MMC 1.

Hoops
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quarter but the Knights
outscored the Blue Devils 12-
7in the second quarter to
claim a one-point halftime ad-
vantage. A 16-5 edge in the
third quarter helped Norfolk
Catholic pull away.

Geena Piper had 13 points
and 20 rebounds to lead Nor-
folk Catholic. Bailey Ehlers
and Maddie Love each had 11
points in the win.

No statistics were re-
ported for Wayne, 11-8, which
faces Boone Central-Newman
Grove in consolation action
tonight (Thursday).

Norfolk Catholic, 11-10,
faces unbeaten Crofton in the

semifinals tonight.
NORFOLK CATHOLIC (11-10)
WAYNE (11-8)

Lewis & Clark Conf.
Wynot 45,

Laurel-Concord-Col. 34
HARTINGTON, Neb. —
Wynot outscored Laurel-Con-

cord-Coleridge 32-14 in the
second half to claim a 45-34
victory over the Bears in the
quarterfinals of the Lewis &
Clark Conference Girls’ Bas-
ketball Tournament on
Wednesday in Hartington, Ne-
braska.

Wynot (15-4), which
trailed 14-6 after one quarter,
will face either Emerson-Hub-
bard or Winnebago in the
semifinals on Friday in Wake-
field, Nebraska.

11 23 39 50
15 22 27 35

For LCC, Ellie Arduser led
the way with 18 points and
eight rebounds. Audra Corbit
had 10 points and four
blocked shots. Katie Leapley
also blocked four shots for
the Bears.

LCC hosts Wisner-Pilger
on Feb. 12.

WYNOT (154)....
LAUREL-CONCO

Allen 45, Wausa 39

LAUREL, Neb. — Allen outscored
Wausa 24-12 in the middle two periods
and held on for a 45-39 victory over the
Vikings in consolation action of the Lewis
& Clark Conference Girls" Basketball
Tournament on Wednesday in Laurel, Ne-
braska.

Gabby Sullivan had 20 points, 10 re-
bounds and nine steals for Allen. Lindsey
Sullivan added nine points in the victory.

No statistics were reported for Wausa,
which travels to Hartington-Newcastle on
Feb. 10.

Allen travels to Winside on Feb. 10.

WAUSA (8-12) ...
ALLEN (9-11)......

Tuesday

Chester 52, Parker 44

PARKER — Jenna Reiff scored 18
points and had seven rebounds and four
steals to lead Chester to a 52-44 victory
over Parker in Big East Conference girls’
basketball action on Tuesday.

Sierra Van Liere added 10 points in
the victory.

For Parker, Rylie Christensen led the
way with 22 points and 10 rebounds.

Chester, 12-5, is off until a Feb. 13
home matchup with Sioux Falls Christian.
Parker travels to Centerville on Friday.

CHESTER (12-5)
PARKER (7-9)

Centerville 67,

Alcester-Hudson 30
CENTERVILLE — Centerville's Shan-
non O'Malley continued her torrid scoring
streak, notching 37 points in a 67-30 vic-
tory over Alcester-Hudson in Tri-Valley
Conference girls’ basketball action on

Tuesday.

O'Malley scored 31 and 42 in games a
week ago.

Valerie Sunderland had 11 points and
Rebecca Hybertson had six assists and
four steals for Centerville. Kristina Laska
added nine rebounds in the victory.

For Alcester-Hudson, Sierra Mc-
Connell and Amelia Stene each had 11
points. McConnell also had eight re-
bounds.

Centerville (12-3) hosts Parker and Al-
cester-Hudson hosts Beresford on Friday.

Tuesday Boys
Laurel-Concord-Col. 71,

Walthill 68

WALTHILL, Neb. — Dillan Wolfgram
scored a game-high 33 points to lead
Laurel-Concord-Coleridge to a 71-68
upset of fourth-seeded Walthill in the
opening round of the Lewis & Clark Con-
ference Boys’ Basketball Tournament on
Tuesday in Walthill, Neb.

Brant Eddie scored 11 points and Jor-
dan Jansen had 10 points for LCC, which
advances to face Hartington-Newcastle
in the quarterfinals today (Thursday) in
Winside. Jayden Reifenrath added eight
rebounds in the victory.

For Walthill, Kaycee Porter scored 20
points and Jayden Sheridan had 18
points to lead the way. Orion Lamotte

added 10 points.
LAUREL-CONCORD-COL.(7-11) .......19 32 48 T4
WALTHILL (11-5) .... 12 29 51 68

Creighton 54, Wausa 31

RANDOLPH, Neb. — Creighton
jumped out to a 29-10 halftime lead and
claimed a 54-31 victory over Wausa in the
opening round of the Lewis & Clark Con-
ference boys’ basketball tournament on
Tuesday in Randolph, Nebraska.

No statistics were reported for
Creighton, which travels to Wausa to face
Randolph in the quarterfinals today
(Thursday).

For Wausa, Jordan Burns led the way
with eight points and six rebounds.

Wausa travels to Emerson tonight for
a consolation matchup with Emerson-

Hubbard. Start time is set for 7: 45 p.m.
WAUSA (6-12) ...
CREIGHTON (8-10).

Lancers
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said, ‘Quit feeling sorry for
yourselves. What if you win
10 in a row?"” Schlimgen said.
MMC won nine of 10 after
that 7-6 start. “Tonight we
said, ‘Quit feeling sorry for
yourselves. What if you win
five in a row?”

Saturday’s game marks
Homecoming for the Lancers.
Start time is set for 2 p.m.

SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL

WEDNESDAY'’S NEB. GIRLS

Lewis & Clark Conference Tounament

Quarterfinal

Ponca 45, Homer 40, OT

Wynot 45, Laurel-Concord/Coleridge 34
Consolation

Allen 45, Wausa 39

Hartington-Newcastle 45, Winside 22

Osmond 45, Wakefield 42

Mid-State Conference Toumament

First Round

Crofton 59, Boone Central/Newman Grove 18

Guardian Angels 73, Hartington Cedar Catholic 18

Norfolk Catholic 50, Wayne 35

You can follow James D.
Cimburek on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/JCimburek. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net

MORNINGSIDE (25-0)

Lexi Ackerman 6-13 0-0 13, Taylor Bahensky 2-7
5-8 10, Madison Braun 2-7 2-2 8, Jordyn Wollenburg 1-
52-2 5, Ashlynn Muhl 5-7 1-1 11, Sara Heywood 1-1 3
4 6, Jessica Tietz 2-3 2-3 6, Brandan Tighe 0-3 0-0 0,
Mandy Osborne 0-4 1-2 1, Allison Bachman 2-5 1-2 5.
TOTALS: 21-55 17-24 65.
MOUNT MARTY (16-9)

MORNING COFFEE

WEEKDAYS
MONDAY-
FRIDAY

K

AM 1450

Thursday, February 5
7:40 am Yankton Chamber
(Carmen Schramm,
Renee Strong)

8:20 am Yankton Conv/
Vis Bureau
(Stephanie Moser)
Friday, February 6
7:40 am Yankton Police
Department
(Brian Paulsen)

8:20 am Yankton Area Arts
(Julie Amsberry)

Alex Kneeland 6-17 4-6 20, Cassidy Gebhart 0-2
0-0 0, April Winne 4-11 6-7 17, Holly Hegge 1-3 0-0 2,
Raquel Sutera 2-7 2-2 7, Logan Wagner 1-5 0-2 3,
Kieran O'Malley 1-3 2-2 5, Denae Veldkamp 0-0 0-0 0,
Cheyenne Lambley 1-1 1-2 3, Kellie Winckler 2-2 0-0
4. TOTALS: 18-51 15-21 61.

At the half: MC 34, MMC 30. Three-Pointers: MMC
10-31 (Kneeland 4-10, Winne 3-7, Sutera 1-4, Wagner
1-5, O'Malley 1-3, Gebhart 0-1, Hegge 0-1), MC 6-20
(Bruan 2-6, Ackerman 1-3, Bahensky 1-3, Wollenburg
1-2, Heywood 1-1, Tighe 0-3, Osborne 0-2). Rebounds:
MC 41 (Muhl 12), MMC 32 (Sutera 6). Personal Fouls:
MC 22, MMC 22. Fouled Out: Tietz, Hegge. Assists:
MMC 12 (Gebhart 4), MC 12 (Wollenburg 5). Tumnovers:
MMC 13, MC 12. Blocked Shots: MC 3 (Tietz 2), MMC
1 (Sutera). Steals: MC 4, MMC 3. Attendance: 612.

AREA CALENDAR

Thursday February 5

BASKETBALL, MEN'S Western lllinois at USD (7
p.m., KVHT-FM, Midco SN)

BASKETBALL, BOYS' YHS at Harrisburg (8
p.m., KYNT-AM, KVHT.com); Lewis & Clark Conf.
Tourn. (At Winside — Winnebago vs. Bloomfield , 6
p.m.; Hartington-Newcastle vs. Laurel-Concord-Co-
leridge, 7:45 p.m.; At Wausa — Osmond vs. Wynot, 6
p.m.; Randolph vs. Creighton, 7:45 p.m.; Consolation
at Laurel — Hartington-Newcastle vs. Winside, 6 p.m.;
Allen vs. Wausa, 7:45 p.m.; at Osmond — Plainview
vs. Bloomfield, 6 p.m.; Osmond vs. Wakefield, 7:45
p.m.); Niobrara Valley Conf. Tourn. at Stuart (Semifi-
nals — Clearwater-Orchard vs. Neligh-Oakdale, 6:15
p.m.; Stuart vs. Boyd County, 8 p.m.); Andes Central at
Wagner; Burke-South Central at Marty Indian; Canis-
tota-Marion at Parker; Centerville at Hanson; Ethan at
Scotland; Freeman Academy at Gayville-Volin; Mitchell
Christian at Menno (Military Appreciation Night); Ver-
million at West Central (7:45 p.m., KVTK-AM)

BASKETBALL, BOYS' JV YHS at Harrisburg
(4:45p.m.)

BASKETBALL, BOYS' SOPH YHS at Harrisburg
(3:30 p.m.)

BASKETBALL, BOYS’ 9TH YHS at Harrisburg
(3:30 p.m. at South MS)

BASKETBALL, GIRLS’ YHS at Harrisburg (6:15
p.m., KYNT-AM, KVTK-AM, KVHT.com); Mid-State

Conf. at Norfolk (Semifinals at NECC — Crofton vs.
Norfolk Catholic, 6:15 p.m.; Guardian Angels vs.
Pierce-Battle Creek winner, 7:45 p.m.; Consolation at
Norfolk Catholic — Boone Central-Newman Grove vs.
Wayne, 6:15 p.m.; Hartington Cedar Catholic vs.
Pierce-Battle Creek loser, 7:45 p.m.); Niobrara Valley
Conf. at Stuart (Semifinals — 2:45 & 4:30 p.m.); Andes
Central at Wagner; Avon at Bon Homme; Freeman
Academy at Gayville-Volin; Irene-Wakonda at Free-
man; Lennox at Elk Point-Jefferson; Mitchell Christian
at Menno; Scotland at Marion

BASKETBALL, GIRLS' JV YHS at Harrisburg

(3:30 p.m.)

WRESTLING, PREP Niobrara Valley Conf. at
Tilden (Niobrara-Verdigre, 6:30 p.m.); Burke-Gregory
at Parkston; Creighton at Lutheran High Northeast;
Crofton-Bloomfield/Wagner at Vermillion (5:30 p.m.)

Friday, February 6

BASKETBALL, WOMEN'S Fort Wayne at USD (7
p.m., KVHT-FM, Midco SN)

BASKETBALL, BOYS' Mid-State Contf. at Norfolk
(Semifinals at NECC — Battle Creek-Norfolk Catholic-
Crofton winner vs. Wayne-BCNG winner, 6:15 p.m.;
Cedar Catholic-Guardian Angels winner vs. Pierce-
O'Neill winner, 7:45 p.m.; Consolation at Norfolk
Catholic — Battle Creek-Norfolk Catholic-Crofton loser
vs. Wayne-BCNG loser, 6:15 p.m.; Cedar Catholic-
Guardian Angels loser vs. Pierce-O'Neill loser, 7:45

p.m.); Avon at Bon Homme; Baltic vs. Irene-Wakonda
at Irene; Beresford at Alcester-Hudson; Dakota Valley
at Elk Point-Jefferson; Freeman Academy vs. Viborg-
Hurley at Viborg; Freeman at Howard; Marty Indian vs.
Tripp-Delmont-Armour at Tripp; Parkston at Gregory

BASKETBALL, GIRLS' Lewis & Clark Conf.
Tourn. at Wakefield (Semifinals — 6 & 7:45 p.m.); Baltic
vs. Irene-Wakonda at Wakonda; Beresford at Alcester-
Hudson; Dakota Valley at Elk Point-Jefferson; Freeman
Academy vs. Viborg-Hurley at Viborg; Marty Indian vs.
Tripp-Delmont-Armour at Tripp; Parker at Centerville;
Parkston at Gregory; Vermillion at S.C. North (7:30
p.m., KVTK-AM)

BOWLING, CLUB HS Yankton at West Central;
S.F. Washington vs. Vermillion at Yankton

GYMNASTICS, PREP S.D. Regions — 2A at
Wagner (Parkston-Ethan-Hanson, Vermillion, Wagner-
Bon Homme, 6 p.m.)

HOCKEY, BANTAM Sioux Center at Yankton (7

p.m)

SWIMMING & DIVING, COLLEGE Minnesota
Challenge (USD)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE INDOOR Frank Se-
vigne Inv. at Lincoln (USD)

WRESTLING, PREP Pierre/Tea Area at YHS (5
p.m.); Clearwater-Orchard Inv. (Niobrara-Verdigre, 1
p.m.)

Coyotes
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added Marquiz Simpkins (Ok-
lahoma) and Nate Gunn (Illi-
nois) to its stable of running
backs.

“They’re good enough to
play somewhere else on the
field,” Glenn of the group.
“That’s what we want. Those
guys only make us better.”

Strong, a highly-touted
back from Omaha North, set
the Nebraska state rushing
record with 7,472 career yards,
along with 104 touchdowns in
guiding North to a pair of Class
A state championships.

In the case of Jackson, his
highlight film wowed the
coaches — and the crowd
Wednesday night — with his
speed. The 5-foot-8 athlete
ran for 930 yards and made
six interceptions on defense
as a senior.

His biggest strength?
Speed.

“I'think if I can get in the
open field, that’s when [ know
nobody can catch me,” Jack-
son said.

By numbers, Florida and
lowa were the hot spots, with
five players from each, while
lllinois, Nebraska and South
Dakota produced three re-
cruits each.

In the effort to recruit
Florida, Glenn was impressed
with the way his assistant,
Middleton, criss-crossed that
state.

“For our first shot, I'm
very happy with how we
did,” Glenn said. “Matthew
did a terrific job down there.”

The three South Dakota
players include Nickel Meyer
(WR, Sioux Falls Lincoln),
Dylan Arntz (LB, Sioux Falls
Lincoln) and Nathan Byrd
(OL, Sioux Falls O’Gorman).

The second-most sought
after position was offensive
line, with four signees: Brock
Brandt (Clear Lake, lowa),
Michael Bianchi (Island Lake,
lllinois), Tyler Johnson
(Peosta, lowa) and Byrd.

Wide receiver was also a
focus this year, and the staff
signed Danny Rambo (High-
lands Ranch, Colorado), Eric
Saintil (Homestead, Florida)
and Meyer — all of whom
would fit into that speedy,
versatile mold.

There were also three de-
fensive backs, including
Markale Moses (Tulsa, Okla-
homa), Dale Williamson Jr.
(Texarkana, Texas) and Jo-
vane Parkinson (St. Cloud,
Florida).

Though the USD coaches
won’t know who can play as
true freshmen until fall camp,
their message of improve-
ment was received loud and
clear.

“We'll keep building and
keep getting better, and
maybe by the time I'm a jun-
ior or senior, we'll be doing
some special things,” Sim-
mons said.

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

Bucks
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end announced his commit-
ment Tuesday night after the
Bucks’ overtime victory over
Brookings in basketball.

The atmosphere on cam-
pus, especially around the
football program, played a
key role for each of them.

“During my official visit, I
connected well with the
staff,” Hale said. “I liked the
vision they had for the team
and for me. I felt right at
home there.”

That “feel” was also impor-
tant for Greeneway, who took
advice from Yankton assistant
football coach Brady Muth.

“Muth said to make sure
whereever you go, be sure
it's like getting off the bus on
Friday night,” he said. “It felt
like home, like more of a fam-
ily at SDSU.”

Hale, who will focus on
special teams for SDSU, hit 11
of 17 field goal attempts, in-
cluding a 53-yarder, and aver-
aged 38 yards per punt during
the 2014 season. Besides his
special teams duties Hale, a

national Punt, Pass and Kick
champion as a freshman,
recorded 40 catches for five
touchdowns, 25 tackles and
three interceptions.

For Hale, who verbally
committed in January, was
happy to finally complete the
recruiting process.

“It was good to get this off
my chest,” he said. “Now I
can focus on school, finishing
basketball season and what
comes after that.

“I can’t wait to finish
school and get on campus.”

Fitzgerald, a 6-5, 210-
pound defensive end who an-
nounced his commitment
earlier this week, relied on
his parents’ experience in the
recruiting process. His older
sister Kelsey is a sophomore
basketball player at NCAA Di-
vision Il Nebraska-Kearney.

“My parents have been
through this,” he said. “They
knew what it would be like
and what the coaches would
be saying.”

Fitzgerald recorded 42.5
tackles, including a 13.5 for
loss, which tied for the team
lead. He also had 2.5 sacks
and five pass break-ups. Used
sparingly on offense, he had
five catches for 89 yards and
a touchdown.

Don’t Let That Holiday
Debt Hang Around

Greeneway ranked second
on the team with 28 catches,
but recorded a team-best 450
receiving yards. He also had
two touchdowns.

“I'm going up there to
compete at tight end,” Gree-
neway said. “Hopefully I can
make some magic happen.”

Besides his offensive
prowess, Greeneway also had
43.5 tackles, including 13.5
for loss and 3.5 sacks. He also
recorded one interception.

The Jackrabbits are not
only getting talented individ-
uals, but solid individuals in
the three Yankton recruits,
Likness added.

“They are excellent lead-
ers and good decision mak-
ers, both by themselves and
with the team,” he said.
“They are pretyt hard work-
ers, hopefully they will see
some success.”

Two other players from
the Class 11AA championship
game also committed to
SDSU, Brookings receiver
Dayton Bird and defensive
back Mikey Daniel.

You can follow James D.
Cimburek on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/JCimburek. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net
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