
can’t exactly mimic that part. 
The committee takes a

group of teams, probably 6-8,
then they’ll use some of the
criteria in that group. As a
group of 10 they’ll have con-
versations on those teams and
then vote. I can’t exactly do
that, but I’ll rate teams out in
groups. I’m voting in a sense. 

It’s not 10 people, it’s the
opinion of the same data by
one person. I try to mimic that,
because that’s my job. It’s not
necessarily our opinion of
what we think the tournament
should look like, but it’s our
opinion of what the committee
goes through. 

This year the committee
NCAA did something they
never have. They gave us the
top 20 teams and their number
one seeds in order. Their list
differed from my list. They had
Tennessee as a No. 1 and I had
Baylor. They had three teams
in the top 20 I had outside my
top 20, and vice versa. I had to
take that into account in my
next bracket. I changed. 

My job is to mimic the com-
mittee. The more I know, the
more I’ll adapt.

I would imagine that
would make fans feel better,
right? That it’s not a total
guess and you’d be unwilling
to adjust your bracket based
on the criteria.

You’ll hear (ESPN men’s
bracketologist) Joe Lunardi say
that, ‘I don’t necessarily feel
that way, but this is the way
the committee will look at this
team, or this group of teams.’

I don’t have a dog in the
fight, my only agenda is that I
would be right. That’d be good
for job preservation. It’s not
necessarily my job to be right,
it’s to be accurate.

How does the committee
evaluate mid-major schools
like South Dakota?

It’s in the same way, but
there are other things in the
mix. With the top four seeds,
they’re evaluated in their

place. But once you get past
the top four seeds, the commit-
tee, they’re allowed to move a
team’s seed line if it helps in
the procedures. 

I’ll move the mid majors
around based on geography.
For example, if New Mexico
State comes in as a 14, and if I
put them as a 14, maybe the
No. 3 seeds are all East Coast
based. But there’s a 4 seed
that’s further west, it would
help with travel and fans
would be more likely to come
to the game. That’s what the
committee would do. Geogra-
phy is not an official policy, but
it’s something they try to do. It
just makes sense. Even though
now they’re a lower seed, and
it may be in some way offen-
sive to that program, it just
makes more sense in the whole
scheme.

Where do you project the
South Dakota women?

In the last bracket 15 in
Waco (Texas), they were the
top 15 seed, the best of the
15s. I could certainly change it.

If South Dakota is located
closer to Corvallis (Oregon) or
Waco, because South Dakota is
the top 15 seed, I probably
should have had them in Ore-
gon State, rather than Montana
there. That was something I
missed. I usually calculate
mileage, but I didn’t in this in-
stance. In reality, that’s the dis-
cussion that goes into that.

What could South Dakota
do to improve that seed by a
place or two?

In their case, they would
have to win the Summit tourna-
ment, or they’re going to the
WNIT. If they do win it, it prob-
ably revolves around what hap-
pens around them. 

For example, if Maine or Al-
bany wins the America East
tournament, that winner would
be much lower than South
Dakota, so that’d be one slot
South Dakota would jump up.
Or if Liberty fails to win the Big
South, and say High Point,
they’d slot in behind South
Dakota, so that would bump up
South Dakota another spot.
The difference between 56 and
57 is negligible, but someone

has to be there. 

Could Iowa City be an op-
tion for South Dakota?

It could be, yeah. For in-
stance, if they would move to a
14 and Iowa was a 3, that
would certainly be a scenario
that would play out under nor-
mal and predictable circum-
stances. Iowa’s not going to be
a 2. Iowa’s a 3, that’s their ceil-
ing. All South Dakota would
have to do is move from 57 to
56. I’m not guaranteeing it, but
it’s all of a sudden a real possi-
bility. There’s such a fine line
in all of this. All it would take is
Maine or Albany not winning
the American East, as I see it
right now. 

Or it might be that South
Dakota wins a couple games
this weekend, that could be
enough.

They would then be the last
14 seed and would have the
last choice. Hawaii is the first
choice of the 14s, and they’d
be going to Tempe (Arizona).
The next choice would be
American at 14, and they’d
probably be going to go Prince-
ton (New Jersey), or probably
Duke (in Durham, North Car-
olina). Then would come Lib-
erty at 14, and they would
probably go to Princeton or
Duke. That could leave South
Dakota in Iowa City. When I put
Maine with Duke, South Dakota
was not in the mix for a 14, so
Liberty went to Iowa. 

That’s how it would go.
That’s the step the committee
would take. At that point,
they’re not necessarily match-
ing up 57 goes with 9, that part
doesn’t work anymore. It’s
where it makes the most sense
geographically.

If South Dakota State wins
the Summit League title,
where do you see them in the
field?

They’re similar to South
Dakota. There’s not a lot of dif-
ference. South Dakota State is
the higher RPI, so that might
be enough to take a look at
them as a higher seed. Neither
one has a top-50 win. South
Dakota State might get slotted
a little bit higher based on RPI,
but it’d be a very similar con-
versation.

BASKETBALL
THURSDAY’S S.D. BOYS

Burke/South Central 61, Avon 45
Parker 68, Freeman 62
Spearfish 74, Rapid City Central 68
Sturgis 57, Rapid City Stevens 55 

THURSDAY’S S.D. GIRLS
Region 1A Semifinals

Milbank 43, Groton Area 40
Webster 55, Aberdeen Roncalli 28

Region 2A Semifinals
Clark/Willow Lake 63, Hamlin 40
Sioux Valley 48, Deubrook 43

Region 3A Semifinals
Dell Rapids 54, Flandreau 34

Region 4A Semifinals
Dakota Valley 66, Beresford 45
Elk Point-Jefferson 47, Lennox 45

Region 5A Semifinals
McCook Central/Montrose 55, West

Central 52
Mt. Vernon/Plankinton 36, Tri-Valley 32

Region 6A Semifinals
Cheyenne-Eagle Butte 42, Mobridge-

Pollock 40, OT
Winner 66, Chamberlain 42

Region 7A Semifinals
Little Wound 53, Todd County 50
Red Cloud 72, Pine Ridge 66

Region 8A Semifinals
Belle Fourche 47, Lead-Deadwood 33
St. Thomas More 70, Hill City 28
DISTRICT 1B CHAMPIONSHIP:

Summit 56, Wilmot 53
DISTRICT 2B CHAMPIONSHIP:

Warner 48, Northwestern 41
DISTRICT 3B CHAMPIONSHIP: Her-

reid/Selby Area 38, Ipswich 37
DISTRICT 4B CHAMPIONSHIP: Sully

Buttes 64, Highmore-Harrold 37
District 5B Semifinals

Castlewood 70, Lake Preston 30
DeSmet 60, Estelline 27

DISTRICT 6B CHAMPIONSHIP: San-
born Central/Woonsocket 65, James Valley
Christian 42

District 7B Semifinals
Chester 65, Oldham-Ramona/Rutland

45
Elkton-Lake Benton 46, Baltic 12

District 8B Semifinals
Ethan 55, Howard 18
Hanson 52, Bridgewater-Emery 40
DISTRICT 13B CHAMPIONSHIP:

Jones County 66, Lyman 23
DISTRICT 14B CHAMPIONSHIP:

Wall 40, New Underwood 28
District 16B CHAMPIONSHIP: Lem-

mon 46, Faith 40

THURSDAY’S NEB. BOYS
SUB-DISTRICT C1-1 CHAMPI-

ONSHIP: Falls City 50, Johnson County
Central 41

SUB-DISTRICT C1-2 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Boys Town 54, Fort Calhoun 52

SUB-DISTRICT C1-3 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Lincoln Christian 37, Lincoln
Lutheran 28

SUB-DISTRICT C1-4 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Wilber-Clatonia 63, Milford 59

SUB-DISTRICT C1-5 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bishop Neumann 68, Wahoo 51

SUB-DISTRICT C1-6 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Columbus Scotus 60, David City
41

SUB-DISTRICT C1-7 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Winnebago 63, Wayne 51

SUB-DISTRICT C1-8 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Norfolk Catholic 62, Pierce 44

SUB-DISTRICT C1-9 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Grand Island Central Catholic 55,
Wood River 41

SUB-DISTRICT C1-10 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Gothenburg 59, Cozad 42

SUB-DISTRICT C1-11 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Ainsworth 54, O’Neill 46

SUB-DISTRICT C1-12 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Chadron 59, Chase County 43

SUB-DISTRICT C2-1 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Freeman 48, Elmwood-Murdock
41

SUB-DISTRICT C2-2 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Archbishop Bergan 40, Yutan 19

SUB-DISTRICT C2-3 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Sutton 50, Southern 45

SUB-DISTRICT C2-4 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Aquinas 54, Cross County 37

SUB-DISTRICT C2-5 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Guardian Angels 51, Homer 33

SUB-DISTRICT C2-6 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Battle Creek 61, Twin River 57

SUB-DISTRICT C2-7 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Hartington Cedar Catholic 73,
Laurel-Concord/Coleridge 38

SUB-DISTRICT C2-8 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Neligh-Oakdale 58, West Holt 48

SUB-DISTRICT C2-9 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Hastings St. Cecilia 58,
Doniphan-Trumbull 30

SUB-DISTRICT C2-10 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Ravenna 48, Gibbon 44

SUB-DISTRICT C2-11 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Southern Valley 57, North Platte
St. Patrick’s 47

SUB-DISTRICT C2-12 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bridgeport 59, Hemingford 57, OT

SUB-DISTRICT D1-1 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Nebraska City Lourdes 33, Diller-
Odell 32

SUB-DISTRICT D1-2 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bruning-Davenport/Shickley 45,
Heartland 41

SUB-DISTRICT D1-3 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Mead 54, Howells/Dodge 40

SUB-DISTRICT D1-4 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: High Plains Community 55,
Humphrey St. Francis 52

SUB-DISTRICT D1-6 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bloomfield 33, Randolph 32

SUB-DISTRICT D1-7 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Clearwater/Orchard 44, Boyd

County 38
SUB-DISTRICT D1-8 CHAMPI-

ONSHIP: Ansley-Litchfield 51, South Loup
50, OT

SUB-DISTRICT D1-9 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Kenesaw 49, Blue Hill 36

SUB-DISTRICT D1-10 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Amherst 47, Elm Creek 45

SUB-DISTRICT D1-11 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Southwest 39, Brady 38

SUB-DISTRICT D1-12 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Sutherland 66, Dundy County-
Stratton 51

SUB-DISTRICT D2-1 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Falls City Sacred Heart 57,
Parkview Christian 53, 2OT

SUB-DISTRICT D2-2 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Exeter/Milligan 58, Lawrence-Nel-
son 38

SUB-DISTRICT D2-3 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bancroft-Rosalie 43, Wynot 38

SUB-DISTRICT D2-5 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Riverside 79, Spalding Academy
72

SUB-DISTRICT D2-6 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Wilcox-Hildreth 70, Heartland 55

SUB-DISTRICT D2-7 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Anselmo-Merna 63, Pleasanton
47

SUB-DISTRICT D2-8 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Bertrand 70, Elwood 55

SUB-DISTRICT D2-9 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Paxton 49, Mullen 43

SUB-DISTRICT D2-10 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Hitchcock County 49, Wallace 35

SUB-DISTRICT D2-11 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Leyton 53, Minatare 40

SUB-DISTRICT D2-12 CHAMPI-
ONSHIP: Cody-Kilgore 51, Sioux County 48 

THURSDAY’S NEB. GIRLS
District A-1 Semifinals

Millard South 34, Lincoln East 29
Omaha Benson 54, Lincoln High 20

DISTRICT A-2 CHAMPIONSHIP:
Lincoln Northeast 64, North Platte 50

DISTRICT A-3 CHAMPIONSHIP:
South Sioux City 57, Millard North 50

DISTRICT A-4 CHAMPIONSHIP:
Norfolk 30, Omaha North 23

DISTRICT A-5 CHAMPIONSHIP:
Omaha Westside 68, Papillion-LaVista

South 57
DISTRICT A-6 CHAMPIONSHIP:

Bellevue West 58, Omaha Central 51
DISTRICT A-7 CHAMPIONSHIP:

Kearney 59, Fremont 44
District B-1 Semifinals

Lincoln Pius X 38, Waverly 15
Platteview 49, Norris 47

District B-2 Semifinals
Elkhorn South 65, Omaha Skutt

Catholic 33
Omaha Gross Catholic 50, Gretna 35

District B-3 Semifinals
Elkhorn 52, Bennington 37
Omaha Roncalli 52, Blair 45

District B-4 Semifinals

Beatrice 49, Crete 45
York 49, Seward 34

District B-5 Semifinals
Hastings 42, GI Northwest 24
Holdrege 49, Aurora 43

District B-6 Semifinals
Scottsbluff 48, McCook 39
Sidney 26, Gering 19

Friday, February 27
BASKETBALL, BOYS’ Canton at Vermillion (7:45

p.m., KVTK-AM); Dakota Valley at Lennox
BASKETBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. Districts — 2AA

Play-in (YHS at Brandon Valley, 7 p.m., KYNT-AM,
KVHT-FM); 9B at Menno (Championship — Freeman
vs. Parker, 7 p.m.); 10B at Beresford (Championship
— Centerville vs. Viborg-Hurley, 7 p.m.); 11B at Mitchell
(Championship — Kimball-White Lake vs. Dakota
Christiian, 8 p.m.); 12B at Mitchell (Championship —
Avon vs. Burke-South Central, 6:30 p.m.); Neb. Dis-
tricts — C2-4 at Wausa (Crofton vs. Plainview, 7 p.m.,
KKYA-FM); D1-3 at Wayne (Creighton vs. Emerson-
Hubbard, 7 p.m.); D2-2 at Battle Creek (Wynot vs. Stu-
art, 7 p.m.)

BOWLING, CLUB HS State Tourn. at Sport Bowl,
Sioux Falls (Yankton, Vermillion)

HOCKEY, BOYS’ Sioux Falls I at Yankton (7 p.m.)
HOCKEY, GIRLS’ JV S.D. State Tourn. at Pierre

— Yankton vs. Rushmore (1 p.m.)
SOFTBALL, COLLEGE North Florida Tourn.

(USD vs. Kansas, 1:30 p.m.; USD vs. North Florida, 6
p.m.)

SWIMMING, YOUTH S.D. State Short Course
Championships at Pierre (Yankton)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE INDOOR Summit
League Championships at Fargo (USD)

WRESTLING, PREP S.D. State Class A Tourn. at
Sioux Falls; S.D. State Class B Tourn. at Rapid City;
Neb. Dual Championships at Kearney

Saturday, February 28
BASKETBALL, MEN’S South Dakota State at

USD (4 p.m., KVHT-FM, WNAX-AM, MidcoSN); GPAC
Semifinals

BASKETBALL, WOMEN’S Western Illinois at
USD (1:30 p.m., KVHT-FM, MidcoSN); GPAC Semifi-
nals

HOCKEY, GIRLS’ JV S.D. State Tourn. at Pierre

HOCKEY, BANTAM S.D. State ‘B’ Tourn. at Sioux
Falls — Yankton vs. Rushmore (10:30 a.m.)

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE North Florida Tourn.
(USD vs. Siena, 9 a.m.; USD vs. Stony Brook, 3:45
p.m.)

SWIMMING, YOUTH S.D. State Short Course
Championships at Pierre (Yankton)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE INDOOR Summit
League Championships at Fargo (USD)

WRESTLING, PREP S.D. State Class A Tourn. at
Sioux Falls; S.D. State Class B Tourn. at Rapid City

Sunday, March 1
HOCKEY, GIRLS’ JV S.D. State Tourn. at Pierre
HOCKEY, BANTAM S.D. State ‘B’ Tourn. at Sioux

Falls
SOFTBALL, COLLEGE North Florida Tourn.

(USD vs. Kansas, 9 a.m.)
SWIMMING, YOUTH S.D. State Short Course

Championships at Pierre (Yankton)
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MMC Trap Shooting Team 
Receives Grant

The Mount Marty College club trap shooting team re-
cently received grant funds from the MidwayUSA Foundation,
a public charity working to provide financial support to youth
shooting teams through its Team Endowment Account Pro-
gram. The grant money will help pay for team expenses, such
as ammunition, targets, entry fees, travel and more. 

The Mount Marty College club trap shooting team began
in March of 2014 and was the first institution of higher educa-
tion in South Dakota to introduce the sport at the collegiate
level. The club team consists of men and women shooters
and holds their practices and local competitions at the Jim
River Trap Range in Yankton. 

Grants totaling over $1.4 million were sent to 475 youth
shooting teams in this most recent grant cycle. Teams are el-
igible to apply for a grant once per year and can grow their
Team Endowment Account through soliciting private dona-
tions, which are matched 1:1, earnings, and conducting
fundraisers. The MidwayUSA Foundation also offers items to
active teams to use as fundraisers, such as unique firearms,
optics, and knives. Over 2,000 shooting teams across the
country have money in their Team Endowment Account. 

To donate to your local shooting team, visit www.mid-

wayusafoundation.org/FindATeam. To learn more about the
trap shooting team at Mount Marty College visit www.mm-
clancer.com. 

Schulte Earns NSIC Honor
BURNSVILLE, Minn. — Wayne

State’s Maggie Schulte was named
to the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference All-Freshmen team for
women’s basketball, according to
an announcement by the league on
Thursday.

Schulte, a freshman forward
from Wynot, Nebraska, avearges
8.7 points and 4.9 rebounds per
game for the Wildcats. She started
all 22 NSIC games for the 18th-
ranked Wildcats, who are 25-4 on
the season and face St. Cloud
State in the quarterfinals of the
NSIC Tournament on Saturday in Sioux Falls.

McIlravy Named To NFHS Hall
INDIANAPOLIS — Lincoln McIlravy, one of the most dec-

orated wrestlers in South Dakota history, is one of 12 individ-

uals named to the National High School Hall of Fame, an-
nounced on Thursday.

McIlravy won five state championships for Philip High
School, posting a record of 200-25. At the University of Iowa,
he went 96-3-12, winning three NCAA titles and three Big Ten
titles. He also competed in three U.S. Olympic Trials, earning
bronze for Team USA in 2000. In 2010, he became a “distin-
guished member” of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame.

The 33rd Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be held
on July 2 in New Orleans, Louisiana.

USD’s Lervick Named SL Golfer
Of The Week

ELMHURST, Ill. — South Dakota sophomore Brenna Ler-
vick was named the Summit League’s Female Golfer of the
Week on Thursday after placing second at the Grand Canyon
Spring Invitational on Wednesday. It’s the first time she has
received the honor.

Lervick finished one stroke off the lead with a three-round
total of two-over-par (77-72-69-218). The tournament, which
had 120 competitors, was won by Grand Canyon’s Charlotte
Jaengkit. The finish is a career-best for Lervick during the
spring season, and led the Coyotes to a 16th-place finish in
the team standings. 

South Dakota will next compete at the Southern Utah
Thunderbird Invite in St. George, Utah, on March 12-13. 

SDSU’s Waytashek Named To
Capital One Second Team

BROOKINGS — South Dakota State senior Megan Way-
tashek was selected to the Capital One Academic All-Amer-
ica® Second Team Thursday, becoming the seventh
Jackrabbit women’s basketball student-athlete to earn aca-
demic honors.

A native of Lino Lakes, Minn., Waytashek was named to
the squad after compiling a 3.97 GPA in mechanical engi-
neering. The guard/forward, who has scored in double digits
in 20 games and has 5 20-plus point games this season,
leads the Jackrabbits in scoring (14.1), three-point field goal
shooting (39.4) and steals (32). Waytashek also ranks 12th in
career free-throw percentage (84.4) in the NCAA among ac-
tive student-athletes.

The two-time Summit League First Team All-Summit
League, Waytashek was twice named to The Summit League
All-Academic Team, honored three times as a Summit
League Distinguished Scholar on the league’s academic
honor roll and to the Commissioner’s List of Academic Excel-
lence.

Waytashek spent this past summer as an undergraduate
research assistant at SDSU, co-authoring ASME IMECE
2014 Conference Paper “Material property testing of PLA
specimen 3d printed on an entry-level 3d printer”. Additionally,
she was a student intern at the Mayo Clinic in spring of 2013.
On campus, Waytashek is the secretary of the Beta Pi Engi-
neering Honor Society and a member of Pi Tau Sigma Honor
Society.

A two-time all-district selection, Waytashek was one of
two Summit League student-athletes named to the Capital
One team. Junior Ashley Luke of Western Illinois was named
Academic All-America® of the Year. 

Waytashek is the first Jackrabbit since Ashley Eide was
named Capital One Academic All-America Second Team
twice in 2013 and 2012.

SDSU Softball Snowed Out
BROOKINGS — For the second straight weekend, snow

in Tennessee forced the cancelation of a tournament, this
time the aptly named Frost Classic in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
where the Jackrabbits planned on playing five games. 

The Jacks now turn their attention to the Fresno State
Classic in Fresno, Calif., on March 12-14, with games against
Providence, Pacific, Minnesota, Cal Poly and Montana on the
slate. 

The 56th annual event be-
gins at 10 a.m. with opening
round action. Opening cere-
monies, quarterfinals and the
first two rounds of consola-
tion will follow in the after-
noon and evening. Placing
rounds will begin around 4
p.m. on Saturday, with cham-
pionship matches beginning
shortly after 6 p.m.

Defending champion Ab-
erdeen Central qualified all 14
wrestlers for state. Pierre,
Huron and Sioux Falls Roo-
sevelt will each send 13
wrestlers to state.

Vermillion’s Regan Bye
(160 pounds) is 47-0 on the
season and will be going for a
third state title. Teammate
and cousin Brett Bye is also
undefeated (170 pounds, 39-
0) and will be gunning for a
second straight crown. Rapid
City Central’s Hayden Hansen
(145 pounds, 41-0) and Mar-
tin Mueller (195 pounds, 36-
0), and Aberdeen Central’s

John Frisco (182 pounds, 38-
0) also enter the tournament
with undefeated records.
Frisco was an undefeated
state champion a year ago.

Here is a look at Vermil-
lion and Dakota Valley entries
in the state tournament:

Vermillion
With nine wrestlers qualified for state,

including two returning and undefeated
state champions, Vermillion coach Hazen
Bye feels good about the Tanagers enter-
ing the state tournament.

The Tanagers were edged out for the
Region 2A team title by Brandon Valley,
but Coach Bye felt it was a good couple
of days in Tea.

“The region went about as good as it
could go,” he said. “We scored about as
many bonus points as well could. We
have some good momentum going into
state.”

Regan Bye will open against Water-
town senior Dylan Mitzel (34-16), while
Brett Bye draws Brookings sophomore
Logan Hadley (16-22) in the opening
round.

While Regan and Brett Bye have gar-
nered plenty of attention, freshman Trey
Hage (43-5, 120 pounds) has quietly had
a solid season. He opens against sopho-
more Matt Ambrose of Douglas-Rapid
City Christian (27-17).

“He gets a little overshadowed, but he
has had a great season,” Coach Bye said
of Hage, the son of Yankton wrestling
coach Ryan Hage. “Most of his losses are

to former state champions.”
In other first-round matchups for Ver-

million, sophomore Jacob Husby (34-17)
opens against Stevens freshman Cody
Bevier (17-19) at 113 pounds. Sopho-
more Noah Walker (22-24) draws Sturgis
senior Jesse Skidmore (30-9) at 138
pounds. Sophomore Carter Kratz (37-10)
faces Huron freshman Wyatt Larsen (16-
21) at 145 pounds. Senior Brandon Hertz
(29-11) draws Sturgis junior Jacob Vinson
(17-22) at 182 pounds. Junior Noah
Westergaard (20-19) draws Madison
sophomore Nate Guthmiller (36-11) at
195 pounds.

As a team, Coach Bye hopes to see
the Tanagers take home some hardware.

“Our goal all year has been to get on
the podium as a team,” he said. The top
eight teams receive trophies or plaques.
“We’ve been ranked seventh or eighth
throughout the season, and we were fifth
in the one after regions.

“After the top four teams, it’s any-
body’s game.”

Dakota Valley
The Panthers send three wrestlers to

state, including one who earned hard-
ware a year ago. Senior Brady Dam,
eighth at 152 last season, takes a 36-14
record into that weight class this season.

Also qualified for Dakota Valley are
Collin Becker (32-22) at 106 pounds and
Ryan Parker (27-15) at heavyweight.

You can follow James D.
Cimburek on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/JCimburek. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net 

State A
From Page 6A
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“We just kind of contribute
and pass to whoever’s open,”
Seekamp said. “That will be
something other team will
have to reckon with.”

For the first time in five
games, Hemiller started. And
the Watertown native re-
sponded.

She scored nine points and
grabbed eight rebounds in 26
minutes — 10 more than she
played at SDSU last Saturday.

“I’m just so thankful to be
back,” she said, with a smile.

The win also mark’s USD’s
first regular season league title
— shared or outright — since
the 2007-08 season, when the
Coyotes won the North Central
Conference and lost in the Divi-
sion II national championship
game.

The task now is to capture
the program’s first outright Di-
vision I conference title.

What won’t change, though,
is how the Coyotes prepare
themselves for Saturday’s
game against Western Illinois,
according to Williams.

“We’ll continue to approach
things the way we always
have,” she said. “It’s the next
opportunity for our team to be-
come the best team we can be-
come.”

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss this
story at www.yankton.net

IUPUI (14-14, 9-6)
Kelsi Byrd 1-4 0-0 2; Danielle Lawrence 1-7 4-8 6;

Shaquira Scott 3-9 5-6 11; Akilah Sims 3-10 1-2 8;
Nevena Markovic 2-5 0-0 4; Nicole Rogers 0-0 0-0 0;
Caitlyn Tolen 3-5 0-0 7; Shawnece Teague 1-2 0-0 2;
Jenna Gunn 4-6 2-3 10; Mikale Rogers 0-4 3-4 3. TO-
TALS 18-52 15-23 53.
SOUTH DAKOTA (22-6, 12-3)

Tia Hemiller 4-7 0-0 9; Raeshel Contreras 4-10 1-
1 9; Margaret McCloud 4-7 1-2 9; Nicole Seekamp 4-11
3-4 13; Lisa Loeffler 4-5 1-2 10; Kelly Stewart 0-7 0-0 0;
Taylor Moore 0-0 0-0 0; Bridget Arens 2-5 4-4 8; Jaylah
Jackson 0-1 0-0 0; Kate Liveringhouse 3-6 2-4 8; Heidi
Hoff 1-2 0-2 3. TOTALS 26-61 12-19 69.

Halftime: USD 37-26. Three-Pointers: USD 5-14
(Seekamp 2-3, Loeffler 1-1, Hoff 1-2, Hemiller 1-3,
Stewart 0-1, Jackson 0-1, Contreras 0-3), IUPUI 2-11
(Tolen 1-2, Sims 1-3, Byrd 0-1, Scott 0-1, Lawrence 0-
2, Markovic 0-2). Total Rebounds: IUPUI 41 (Markovic
7), USD 35 (Hemiller 8). Assists: USD 14 (Seekamp 5),
IUPUI 11 (Byrd 3, Tolen 3). Turnovers: IUPUI 17, USD
8. Personal Fouls: USD 18, IUPUI 16. Fouled Out:
None. Attendance: 1443.

Coyotes
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Regular Season
Parker 68, Freeman 62

PARKER — Zach O’Keefe put up 27 points for
Parker in a 68-62 victory over Freeman in Thurs-
day night boys’ basketball action. 

Landon Leberman added 12 points for Parker. 
Thomas Kaufman recorded 18 points for Free-

man. Brennan Schmidt and Cole Paulson added
14 points each. 

FREEMAN (9-10)....................................14  26  37  62
PARKER (14-6) .......................................11  29  43  68

Gregory 41, Platte-Ged. 36
GREGORY — Jayd VanDerWerff had 15

points and six rebounds to lead Gregory to a 41-
36 victory over Platte-Geddes in the regular
seaosn finale for both squads.

Coby Johnson had nine points and 11 re-
bounds, and Spencer Millar had nine points for
Platte-Geddes. Brady Peterson added 14 re-
bounds.
PLATTE-GEDDES (14-6)..........................5  16  24  36
GREGORY (15-5) .....................................2  19  27  41

C1-8: NC 62, Pierce 44
NORFOLK, Neb. — Norfolk Catholic survived

a slow start to beat Pierce 62-44 in the champi-

onship of the Sub-District C1-8 boys’ basketball
tournament on Thursday at Norfolk High School.

The Knights trailed 18-9 after one quarter, but
outscored the Bluejays 17-3 in the second quarter
and 20-10 in the fourth quarter to pull away.

David Engelhupt scored 16 points, 12 in the
second half, to lead Norfolk Catholic. Nyles Vrbka
and Matt Miller each had 12 points in the contest,
with Miller scoring all of his points in the second
half.

Taggert Baily hit five three-pointers to lead
Pierce with a game-high 22 points.

The fourth-seeded Knights, now 18-13, ad-
vances to the District C1-4 final against Win-
nebago on Monday. Pierce finishes at 18-9.
NORFOLK CATHOLIC (18-13) .................9  26  42  62
PIERCE (18-9) ........................................18  21  34  44

Boys
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the 4A girls’ basketball tournament. 
Dakota Valley was led by Jessica Feilmeir who

recorded 17 points and nine rebouds. Haley Hoff-
man added 14 points while Claire Johnson added
another 12 and nine more rebounds. 

Molly McInnis put 18 points and 12 rebounds
for Beresford. Holly VanGelder added 10 points
and 10 rebounds.

Dakota Valley will face Elk Point-Jefferson on
Tuesday night in the 4A championship game that
will be played in Vermillion. 
BERESFORD (12-10) ...............................6  20  39  45
DAKOTA VALLEY (12-10).......................17  34  45  66

Region 5A
Mount Vernon-Plank. 36,
Tri-Valley 32

MOUNT VERNON — Mount Veronon-Plank-
inton defeated Tri-Valley 36-32 on Thursday night
to advance to the championship game of the 5A
girls’ basketball tournament. 

Megan Bultsma recorded 11 points and seven
rebounds for Mount Vernon-Plankinton. Payleen
O’Day added 10 points. 

Brooke Kulzer had nine points and seven re-
bounds. 

Mount Vernon-Plankinton will play in the 5A
championship on Thursday against McCook Cen-
tral- Montrose.
TRI-VALLEY (15-7) .................................10  17  20  32
MOUNT VERNON-PLANKINTON (19-2)12  18  25  36

McCook Central-Mont. 55,
West Central 52

SALEM — McCook Central-Montrose over-
powered West Central 55-52 on Thursday night to
advance to the girls’ basketball 5A championship
game.

Moragan Koepsell recorded 22 points and 12
rebounds for the home side. Dani Hansen added
11 points and four rebounds. 

McKenzie Stone ended the game with 16
points and nine rebounds for West Central. Bai-
lyey Meadors added 15 points and was the lead
rebounder with 10. 

McCook Central-Montrose will play the 5A
championship on Thursday against Mount Vernon-
Plankinton.

WEST CENTRAL (20-4) ...........................9  24  39  52
MCCOOK CENTRAL-MONTROSE (20-2)9  12  23  55

Region 2A
Sioux Val. 48, Deubrook 43

VOLGA — The Sioux Valley Cossacks led 16-
2 after one quarter and held on for a 48-43 victory
over Deubrook in the semifinals of the Region 2A
girls ‘basketball tournament on Thursday.

The Cossacks (20-1) advance to the Region
2A final, March 6 at the Swiftel Center in Brook-
ings. Start time is set for 8 p.m.

Kaylee Granum hit five three-pointers, finish-
ing with a game-high 19 points, to lead Sioux Val-
ley. Carley Peterson scored 11 points and
Courtney Vanderzee had 10 rebounds in the vic-
tory.

For Deubrook, Emily Koenig led the way with
16 points.

DEUBROOK (15-8)...................................2  13  29  43
SIOUX VALLEY (20-1)............................16  24  35  48

Neb. District A-4
Norfolk 30, Om. North 23

OMAHA, Neb — Norfollk defeated Omaha
North 30-23 Thursday night in the final of the Ne-
braska A-4 district girls’ basketball tournament and
clinched their spot in the state tournament.

University of South Dakota signee, Jaycee
Bradely led Norfolk with 14 points. Jenna Jochem
added nine. 

Dariouna Lewis scored six points for Omaha
South. 

Norfolk will play one last game on Friday
verses Millard West in Omaha before playing their
first game of the state tournament on Thursday. 
NORFOLK (13-12) ....................................5  12  18  30
OMAHA NORTH (6-18) ..........................10  12  19  23

JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
Elk Point-Jefferson's McKenzie Mennenga gets past the Lennox
defense for a layup during their semifinal matchup in the Region 4A
girls' basketball tournament on Thursday in Elk Point.

Girls
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