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Summit League Women’s Race Has A Familiar Look

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

With apologies to Denver, which made a surprise run to the title game a year ago, women’s bas-
ketball in the Summit League has been a 2-team battle over the past three years.

South Dakota State and the University of South Dakota.

The former won five consecutive post-season tournament championships, the last of which saw
a win over the latter, while USD won the title last year.

Other teams like Western lllinois and IUPUI, and yes even Denver, have proven they'd certainly
be capable of winning three straight games in March. And yet, the Jackrabbits and Coyotes have

emerged.
This season has only magnified that point.

South Dakota leads the conference at 12-3, one game ahead of SDSU, and can clinch the out-

right regular season title today (Saturday) with a win over Western lllinois. The Jacks, meanwhile,
sit at 11-4 and will be the No. 2 seed for the tournament.

The Coyotes wouldn't exactly say as much, but it'd be significant for them to win the regular sea-

son title. Why? They've had problems the previous two years getting out of the gates strong in the
league season, both times needing a late surge to get going.

Avyear ago, USD went 7-7 in the regular season, and needed a last-second three-pointer to win

in the first round of the tournament — then rolling past SDSU and beating Denver for the title.

And so, potentially going 13-3, with two extra league games (with the re-addition of Oral Roberts)

is a significant jump for a team that had the target on its back all season.

Whether that results in a second straight Summit League championship, we'll have to see — |

wouldn’t put it past SDSU, Western lllinois or [UPUI putting together three wins in a row for the title.

Either way, stay tuned. You'll be in for a treat starting next weekend in Sioux Falls.

MMC Women Sign North
Bend PG

The Mount Marty College women’s basketball
program signed Taylor Faltin, a 5-foot-5 point
guard from North Bend Cen-
tral High School (Nebraska),
the institution announced Fri-
day.

Faltin is a four-year letter
winner and part of a basket-
ball program that qualified for
the state tournament last
year.

Adding to her athletic ac-
colades, Faltin has been on
the honor roll all four years of
high school, is National Honor Society Vice Pres-
ident, named Academic All-State for basketball
and softball.

This season, Faltin averages 5.9 points per
game and is shooting 42 perent from the three
point range with 1.2 steals per game.

“Taylor will bring good work ethic and experi-
ence to our team,” MMC head coach Tom Schlim-
gen said. “She is a natural athlete that works hard
and is an all-around great recruit. She will repre-

altin

sent MMC in a very positive way and we are ex-
cited for her to become a Lancer.”

Faltin plans to major in exercise wellness at
Mount Marty College. She is the daughter of
Lynette and Gary Faltin of Dodge, Nebraska and
will be receiving an Academic Merit scholarship in
addition to her basketball award.

S.D. State Amateur Basket-
ball Tourney This Weekend

REDFIELD — The 68th annual South Dakota
Amateur Basketball Tournament will be held Satur-
day and Sunday in Redfield.

Class ‘B first round games begin at 9 a.m. with
the Volga Bears taking on Huron. At noon Lennox
will face Sturgis, while Aberdeen ‘B’ will attempt to
take down the defending champion Castlewood
Kings at 3 p.m. in the final game of the afternoon.
Redfield will host Plankinton at 7 p.m. in the sec-
ond evening game.

Class ‘A" games will begin at 10:30 a.m. as
Pierre faces the White Wolves, with the next
matchup at 1:30 featuring Sioux Falls Pentagon
against Aberdeen ‘A.’ Mitchell is scheduled to play
Sioux Falls Tibbs in the first evening game at 5:30,
with Watertown and Harrisburg clashing at 8:30 in

the final contest of the day.

Saturday evening will also feature Hall of Fame
ceremonies for 2015 inductees Mick Hoglund and
Kyle Johnston.

Semifinal games will begin Sunday morning at
10 am, with the weekend concluding with the
championship games beginning Sunday evening
at5p.m.

Baseball: SDSU Falls 1-0

NACOGDOCHES, Texas — Stephen F. Austin
scored the lone run of the game in the bottom of
the fifth inning to defeat South Dakota State, 1-0,
Friday in the opener of a three-game college base-
ball series.

The homestanding Lumberjacks improved to 3-
7 on the season, while the Jackrabbits dropped to
1-4 overall.

SDSU’s Adam Bray was the hard-luck losing
pitcher in a complete-game effort. The senior from
Eden Prairie, Minnesota, allowed only three hits
and one walk to go along with five strikeouts over
eight innings.

Reid Clary and Matt Johnson each went 2-for-
4 with a double to pace the Jackrabbits’ seven-hit
effort.

Due to the weather forecast for the remainder
of the weekend, the two teams are now scheduled
to close out the series by playing a doubleheader
Saturday starting at 1 p.m.

More Seats Available For

Summit League Tournament

SIOUX FALLS — Due to the current and pro-
jected demand for single-session tickets for the
two opening sessions of the Summit League Bas-
ketball Championships on Saturday, March 7,
upper concourse seats have been released.

The first session on Saturday will begin with
Game 1 at noon, with the No. 1 seed versus the
No. 8 seed, and Game 2 at 2:30 p.m., with the No.
2 seed versus the No. 7 seed.

The second session on Saturday will begin with
Game 3 at 6:00 p.m., with the No. 1 seed versus
the No. 8 seed, and Game 4 at 8:30 p.m., with the
No. 2 seed versus the No. 7 seed. The first game
of the session will include South Dakota State Uni-
versity as the No. 1 seed and the second game of
the session will include North Dakota State Uni-
versity as the No. 2 seed.

The initial release of upper concourse seats will
include sections 201 - 205. All single-session tick-

ets in the upper concourse are available for
$15.00. Tickets are available by calling 1-800-745-
3000, visiting Ticketmaster.com, the Denny San-
ford PREMIER Center’s Keloland Box Office, or
through other Ticketmaster outlets.

Services Scheduled For 3
N.D. Players Killed In Crash

RAY, N.D. (AP) — Memorial services have
been scheduled for three Ray High School stu-
dents killed in a vehicle crash.

Services for 17-year-olds Dalen Dorval and
Waylyn McRae and 18-year-old Tanner Garman
will be held in the school gymnasium

A joint service was scheduled Friday night for
Dorval and McRae, and a Saturday morming serv-
ice was set for Garman.

The Highway Patrol says the teens were in a
westbound pickup truck that collided with a semi-
trailer on an icy U.S. Highway 2 on Monday night.

All three boys were members of the Ray bas-
ketball team. The team and fans planned to wear
green in their memory at this weekend's district
tournament.
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Detroit at Washington, 6 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 6:30 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 6:30 p.m.

Lisalverto Bonilla, Jon Edwards, Jerad
Eickhoff, Spencer Patton, Anthony

Saturday, February 28

BASKETBALL, MEN'S South Dakota State at
USD (4 p.m., KVHT-FM, WNAX-AM, MidcoSN);
GPAC Semifinals

BASKETBALL, WOMEN'S Western lllinois at
USD (1:30 p.m., KVHT-FM, MidcoSN); GPAC Semifi-
nals

HOCKEY, GIRLS' JV S.D. State Tourn. at Pierre

HOCKEY, BANTAM S.D. State ‘B’ Tourn. at
Sioux Falls — Yankton vs. Rushmore (10:30 a.m.)

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE North Florida Tourn.
(USD vs. Siena, 9 a.m.; USD vs. Stony Brook, 3:45

SWIMMING, YOUTH S.D. State Short Course
Championships at Pierre (Yankton)

TRACK & FIELD, COLLEGE INDOOR Summit
League Championships at Fargo (USD)

WRESTLING, PREP S.D. State Class A Tourn.
at Sioux Falls; S.D. State Class B Tourn. at Rapid City

Sunday, March 1

HOCKEY, GIRLS’ JV S.D. State Tourn. at Pierre

HOCKEY, BANTAM S.D. State ‘B’ Tourn. at
Sioux Falls

SOFTBALL, COLLEGE North Florida Tourn.
(USD vs. Kansas, 9 a.m.)

Championships at Pierre (Yankton)
Monday, March 2

BASKETBALL, BOYS' Neb. Districts — C2-4
(Hartington Cedar Catholic vs. West Holt, 7 p.m.);
S.D. Districts: 9B at Freeman (Freeman, Freeman
Academy, Menno, Parker, Scotland); 10B at Center-
ville (Alcester-Hudson, Centerville, Gayville-Volin,
Irene-Wakonda, Viborg-Hurley; 11B (Platte-Geddes,
Tripp-Delmont-Armour); 12B (Andes Central, Avon,
Marty Indian)

BASKETBALL, GIRLS' S.D. Districts — 2AA
(YHS, 7 p.m., KYNT-AM, KVHT-FM)

p.m.)

SWIMMING, YOUTH S.D. State Short Course

Jorge Alfaro and Tomas Telis; INFs
Hanser Alberto, Rougned Odor and Ju-
rickson Profar; and OFs Michael Choice,
Delino DeShields, Ryan Rua and Jake
Smolinski on one-year contracts.
American Association
FARGO-MOORHEAD REDHAWKS
— Traded INFs Frank Salerno and Jared
Schlehuber, RHP Brian Ernst and cash to
New Jersey (Can-Am) for OF Joe Duni-

n.
LINCOLN SALTDOGS — Signed
LHP Lars Liguori.

WICHITA WINGNUTS — Signed
RHP Jake Negrete and LHP Jhonathan
Ramos.

Can-Am League

NEW JERSEY JACKALS — Re-
leased OF Jorge Cortes and RHP Jeff
Shields.

TROIS-RIVIERES AIGLES — Re-
leased OFs Michael Hernandez and
Drew Miller, INF Brandon Newton and C
Elvin Millan.

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association

DETROIT PISTONS — Assigned F
Quincy Miller to Grand Rapids (NBADL).

NBA Development League

IDAHO STAMPEDE — Claimed F
Quan Prowell from the available player
pool.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Named Nicole Gustafson
vice president for public policy and gov-
ernmental affairs.

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Released
DT Darnell Dockett.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Released
WR Harry Douglas, OL Justin Blalock
and DE Jonathan Massaquoi.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Termi-
nated the contract of DE Chris Canty.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed TE
Zach Miller to a one-year contract exten-
sion.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Temi-
nated the contract of DE Robert Geathers
and WR Greg Little.

DETROIT LIONS — Re-signed LS
Don Muhlbach to a one-year contract.

MIAMI' DOLPHINS — Released
WRs Brian Hartline and Brandon Gibson.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Released
G Charlie Johnson.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Re-
leased OL Todd Herremans.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Re-
signed OT Tom Compton. Suigned DE
Ricky Jean Francois. Released DE
Stephen Bowen and DL Barry Cofield Jr.

Canadian Football League

EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Re-

leased DB Eric Samuels.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

NHL — Fined San Jose F Logan
Couture $5,000 for slew-footing.

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Reassigned G
Jason LaBarbera to Norfolk (AHL). Re-
called G Igor Bobkov from Utah (ECHL)
to Norfolk.

BOSTON BRUINS — Recalled G
Adam Morrison from South Carolina
(ECHL) to Providence (AHL).

DALLAS STARS — Assigned G
Henri Kiviaho from Texas (AHL) to Idaho
(ECHL).

LOS ANGELES KINGS — Assigned
D Derek Forbort to Manchester (AHL).

MONTREAL CANADIENS — As-
signed D Jarred Tinordi to Hamilton
(AHL) and F Stefan Fournier from Hamil-
ton to Wheeling (ECHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — As-
signed F Jean-Sebastien Dea and D Har-
rison Ruopp from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
(AHL) to Wheeling (ECHL).

American Hockey League

ADIRONDACK PHANTOMS — Re-
called F Taylor Vause from Colorado

(ECHL).
IOWA WILD — Assigned F Ryan
Walters to Alaska (ECHL).

LAKE ERIE MONSTERS — Re-

turned D James Martin and F Shawn
Szydlowski to Fort Wayne (ECHL).

ROCHESTER AMERICANS — Re-
tuned D Cameron Burt to Florida
(ECHL).

ROCKFORD ICEHOGS — Recalled
D Justin Holl from Indy (ECHL).

TORONTO MARLIES — Returned D
Bryce Aneloski to Orlando (ECHL). Re-
called F Brett Findlay from Orlando.
ECHL

ELMIRA JACKALS — Signed F Dan
Turgeon.

ORLANDO SOLAR BEARS — Re-
leased G Kris Kavanagh as emergency
backup.

QUAD CITY MALLARDS — Re-
leased F Evan Haney.

SOUTH CAROLINASTINGRAYS —
Added G John Davidson as emergency
backup.

COLLEGE

FLORIDA — Reinstated F Dorian
Finney-Smith to the men’s basketball
team.

MEMPHIS — Named Troy Reffett
cornerbacks coach.

MORGAN STATE — Named Mike
Fanoga defensive coordinator.

WOFFORD — Named Shane
Calvert men’s assistant soccer coach.

Indoor Track:

FARGO, N.D. — Two-time
Summit League long jump
champion senior Jeff O’Connell
claimed his third title during
the first day of the Summit
League Indoor Track and Field
Championships. The South
Dakota men end the day in first
place of the team standings
while the women enter day
two in second.

O’Connell jumped 23 feet,
11 inches to capture the event
and topped junior teammate
Teivaskie Lewin who reached
23-6 1/4 for second. The Coy-
otes also received points from
junior Josh Petersen and fresh-
man Tayler Anderson in sixth
and seventh, respectively.

South Dakota added an-
other 23 points in the men’s
pole vault. Junior Peter Chap-
man broke a three-way tie at
16-9 1/4 for second place.
Freshman Jake David and sen-
ior Kevin Sarehkhani placed
third and fourth, respectively,

at the same height with fin-
ishes based on attempts. Jun-
ior Erik Jorgensen added a
fifth-place finish at a new per-
sonal-best height of 16-3 1/4.

The men’s distance medley
relay of senior Stephen Niel-
son, senior Lukas Bernard,
freshman Aaron Breyer and
senior Brant Haase finished
runner-up with a time of
10:17.99.

Senior Kyle McKelvey
threw a personal best of 58-9
1/2 in the weight throw for
third.

In the men’s heptathlon, Pe-
tersen finished day one in sec-
ond place with 2,693 points
and less than 100 points out of
first. Three events remain on
day two.

The Coyote women scored
23 points in the 3,000-meter
run and set a new school
record in the event. Junior
Amber Eichkorn led the way
when she finished runner-up

Ranaudo and RHP Nick Tepesch; Cs

0’Connell Wins Long Jump

with a record-breaking time of
9:36.75. Third place was
earned by junior Kelsey Bar-
rett who ran almost 30 sec-
onds faster than her personal
record to clock 9:46.64. Junior
Katie Wetzstein took fourth in
9:51 and freshman Bethany
Kozak was fifth in 9:52.44.

After the scoring of the first
five events, South Dakota’s
men enter day two in the lead
with 60 points. North Dakota
State is in second with 55 and
South Dakota State trails with
26. The top spots are reversed
on the women’s side with
North Dakota State leading
South Dakota 77-47. South
Dakota State is in third place
with 38 points.

The championships resume
today (Saturday) at 9:30 a.m.
with the men’s heptathlon.
Field events are scheduled to
start at noon and the track
events resume at 1 p.m.

Butler Leads Bulls Past T’'Wolves 96-89

CHICAGO (AP) — The
Chicago Bulls got a positive
update on Derrick Rose, and
then used another big night
by Jimmy Butler to beat the
Minnesota Timberwolves 96-
89 on Friday.

Butler had 28 points and
12 rebounds and Chicago
won for the seventh time in
its last nine games. Mike Dun-
leavy made five 3-pointers on

his way to 21 points, and
Joakim Noabh finished with 11
points, 12 rebounds and eight
assists. The Bulls trailed 85-
84 before Kirk Hinrich drove
inside for a layup with 4:29
remaining, and then Tony
Snell made a smart pass to
Dunleavy for an open 3 that
made it 89-85. Butler added a
clutch bank shot to help
Chicago improve to 10-1 in its

last 11 games against Min-
nesota.

Kevin Martin scored 18
points for the Timberwolves,
who have lost four of six.
Ricky Rubio had 15 points
and 10 assists, and Andrew
Wiggins finished with 14
points.

Minnesota was hurt by a
whopping 48-16 deficit in
points in the paint.

Gazelles

From Page 7

“When we picked up our
defense we played with
them,” Sprakel said. “We were
all frazzled to start because
we were playing a Sioux Falls
team. Once we kept our cool
we were right there.”

The Patriots have a num-

ber of weapons, something
the Gazelles will need to
counter in the next round.

“We're not able to focus
on one player,” Krier said.
“We have to execute the
things we are able to do on
both sides of the court.”

Brandon Valley finishes
the season at 8-13.

You can follow James D.
Cimburek on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/JCimburek. Join the
discussion at www.yankton.net

YANKTON (8-13)

Kami Cornemann 1-3 1-2 3, Sophie Drotzmann 1-
54-4 6, Andi Sprakel 9-16 3-6 25, Madason Tessier 0-
54-6 4, Lindsey Hale 1-2 2-2 4, Brianna Benjamin 0-0
0-10, Emily Oswald 0-1 1-2 1, Josie Sayler 0-2 1-2 1.
TOTALS: 12-35 16-25 44.

BRANDON VALLEY (8-13)

Taylor Thorson 0-6 2-3 2, Emily Harris 2-5 0-0 6,
Sydnie Buchheim 0-2 1-2 1, Courtney Bickley 0-2 0-2 0,
Carley Kueter 6-11 2-5 15, Becca Koehn 2-12 0-0 5,
Emma Terveer 1-2 0-1 2, Ali Woodward 0-0 0-0 0, Elsie
Zajicek 2-7 0-0 4, Lilli Jasper 1-2 0-0 2, Kasara Pollema
0-20-0 0. TOTALS: 14-52 5-13 37.

YANKTON 6 18 32 44
BRANDON VALLEY.......ccccoemursrsrrsnnnnnn 10 19 28 37

Three-Pointers: Y 4-10 (Sprakel 4-6, Cornemann
0-1, Drotzmann 0-1, Tessier 0-1, Sayler 0-1), BV 4-14
(Harris 2-2, Kueter 1-2, Koehn 1-5, Thorson 0-1, Ter-
veer 0-2, Pollema 0-2). Rebounds: Y 36 (Kueter 12), BV
33 (Sprakel 11).

Girls: Viborg-Hurley,

BERESFORD — Viborg-
Hurley defeated Centerville
63-42 on Friday night in the
girls’ District 10B champi-
onship game.

Abby Hora put up an im-
pressive 32 points for Viborg-
Hurley (19-4) as well as
added 13 rebounds and five
assists. Angie Lee added a re-
spectable 20 points.

Shannon O’Malley
recorded 11 points for Cen-
terville (15-7) and Rebecca
Hybertson added 10.

Viborg-Hurley will face
Freeman on Thursday night

in the region final in Yankton.
CENTERVILLE (15-7)...... w1017 27 42
VIBORG-HURLEY (19-4). w12 31 48 63

District 9B

Freeman 58, Parker 40

MENNO — Erika Sage put
up 23 points for Freeman as
the Flyers defeated Parker on
Friday night in the girls’ Dis-
trict 9B championship game.

Cailey Roth added 14
points for Freeman and
Shelby Jensen had 11. Roth
also had 10 rebounds while
Sage added seven.

Lauren Hunstad recorded
16 points for Parker (9-14)
and Rylie Christensen added
11.

Freeman (17-5) will play
Viborg-Hurley in the Region
5B final on Thursday night, a
game that will be played in

Yankton’s Summit Center.
FREEMAN (17-5)... wennd 21 38 58
PARKER (9-14)...... 13 23 32 40

District 12B
Avon 34, Burke-South

Central 25

MITCHELL — Chaylee
Nagel scored 10 points and
grabbed 15 rebounds as the
Avon Lady Pirates moved one
step closer to state by beat-
ing Burke-South Central 34-25
in Friday night’s District 12B
final at the Corn Palace.

Heidi Cap grabbed 17 re-
bounds and had five steals
for Avon, which faces the Dis-
trict 11B winner next Satur-

Avon, Freeman Win District Hoops Titles

day back in Mitchell.

In the loss for BSC, Grace
Hazen had 14 points and
three steals, Sierra Votaw
grabbed seven rebounds and
Allison Sebern dished out

three assists.
AVON 592234
BURKE-SOUTH CENTRAL.......ccoccrennnes6 10 12 25

Boys
Vermillion 66,

Canton 49

VERMILLION — Vermillion
defeated Canton 66-49 on Fri-
day night to close out the
boys’ regular scheduled bas-
ketball season.

Paul Schwasinger
recorded 17 points for Vermil-
lion and Jeremiah Johnson
added 15.

Anders Peterson and Alex

TAKING APPLICATIONS!

ALL SHIFTS!
PRODUCTION POSITIONS!

éP/AmesburyTruth“

Engineered Solutions. Trusted Results,

515 Noid Rd., Canton, SD 57013

We offer a competitive benefits package.
For inquiries, call Mary Mulder at
605-764-4000 or email resume to

mmulder@amesbury.com .

Dejong each had 11 points for
Canton.

These two teams will face
eachother again to open up
region play on Thursday

night in Vermillion.
CANTON (6-14) ......
VERMILLION (9-11)

S.F. Christian 74,

Tri-Valley 40

COLTON— Sioux Falls
Christian defeated Tri-Valley
74-40 on Friday in boys’ bas-

ketball action.

Keegan Egdom and Chad
Barkema had 12 points each
for Sioux Falls Christian and
Lee Wynja added 11.

Noah Jewett and Will
Steineke each had 10 points
for Tri-Valley.

Sioux Falls Christian will
play Flandreau on Tuesday
night in the first round of the

3A region tournament.

SIOUX FALLS CHRISTIAN (16-4).........19 39 58 74
TREVALLEY (13-7) ccoovereersssssssrsrnnnnnnnnn8 17 30 40

Clark-Willow Lake 52,

Arlington 50

ARLINGTON — Clark-Wil-
low Lake defeated Arlington
52-50 in Friday night boys’
basketball action.

Rory Forest recorded 19
points for Clark-Willow Lake
and Noah Huber added 14.

Andrew King put up 21
points for Arlington and Alex

Heur added 10.
CLARK-WILLOW LAKE (17-3) . ..19 30 38 52
ARLINGTON (16-4) ...vcvvuvrnunennen .18 23 33 50
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Kiss Your
Debt Goodbye!

Combine All Those Monthly Payments Into
Just One With a Debt Consolidation Loan

Rates as Low as 10_00% o

*Annual percentage rate. Some restrictions may apply.
See the Credit Union for more details.

Yankton - Springfield - Parkston - www.scfcu.net
Federal Credit Union...It's Where You Belong!




