
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A leg-
islative panel would keep tracking
Nebraska’s child welfare reform ef-
forts through at least 2014 and re-
port annually on the progress
made, under a bill heard Wednes-
day in the Legislature.

The Health and Human Service
Committee heard the proposal by
Omaha Sen. Gwen Howard that
would require annual committee
reports to the Legislature, the gov-
ernor and the chief justice of the
Nebraska Supreme Court.

Howard said the measure would
continue the work of an interim
study of the state’s child services,
most of which are provided by the
Department of Health and Human
Services.

“I’ve always believed it is im-
possible to create policy in an in-
formation vacuum,” she said. “If we
lack accurate and timely informa-
tion, it is impossible to know
whether an agency is operating ef-
fectively and efficiently.”

Critics say the state’s child wel-
fare services have grown too
costly, lacked transparency and
failed to meet the needs of many
children with behavioral and men-
tal health problems.

Child welfare reform has
emerged as one of the largest is-
sues the state’s one-house Legisla-
ture faces this session following
the release last month of a legisla-
tive report that recommended a re-
turn to state-run case management
services. The report also called for
the creation of a new state Depart-
ment of Children’s Services and a
commission that would examine
the alleged problems with the cur-
rent system. 

The report reflected complaints
aired during months of legislative
hearings on child welfare through-
out Nebraska: unmanageable work-
loads and high turnover among
case workers, poor training and
communication, a lack of over-
sight, inflated costs and few signs

of improvement. 
The privatization effort began

when the division signed con-
tracts with five lead agencies to
offer and coordinate child serv-
ices statewide. Three of the five
providers have dropped out, cit-
ing financial shortfalls, which
forced the state and the remaining
lead agencies to take over their
cases.

Omaha Sen. Bob Krist intro-
duced a bill Tuesday that would
eliminate the state’s Foster Care
Review Board, which oversees
foster child services throughout
the state, and shift power to local
boards. The head of the state fos-
ter care service office would re-
port directly to the Legislature if
the bill becomes law.

Krist said the local board
would be more responsive to the
needs of the state’s urban and
rural communities.
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The U.S.
Department of Agriculture is
adding more than $300 million to
the massive amount of financial
assistance federal agencies have
doled out in response to an un-
usually intense year of natural
disasters, officials announced
Wednesday.

The money, from three emer-
gency funds administered by the
USDA’s Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service and Farm Service
Agency, is more than double the
$136.6 million paid from the
funds a year ago. It will go to-
ward repairing farmland and as-
sociated property damaged by
flooding, tornadoes, hurricanes
and wildfires.

Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack said natural disasters im-
pacted 55 million acres of farm-
land nationwide in 2011.

“There have been years that
have had more intensive damage
in a particular geographic area,
but what’s unique about last year
is that virtually every part of the
country was affected,” Vilsack
said.

The most aid is headed to
Utah and Missouri, which com-
bined will take in more than $110
million, or more than one-third of
the total announced Wednesday.

States rely on local conserva-
tion and farm service offices to
approve fund applications, which
are then forwarded on to the na-
tional USDA offices. Vilsack
spokesman Matt Herrick said
each state largely received the
money it requested. 

Utah asked for
$60 million to
deal with two
rounds of flood-
ing, including in
the southern part
of the state in De-
cember 2010 and
spring flooding
that inundated
farmers in north-

ern and central Utah following a
record snowpack, said Bronson
Smart, state conservation engi-
neer for the conservation
service.

Smart said state and county
officials had received tens of mil-
lions of dollars from the conser-
vation service to fund dozens of
projects following similar flood-
ing disasters in 2005, and have
since learned the value of seek-
ing help from the emergency
funds.

“Our counties and cities have
come to rely on us quite a bit,”
Smart said. After the 2005 flood-
ing, “we spent $80 or $90 million
... People saw that these were
good investments.” 

Missouri suffered months of
flooding along the Missouri River
after the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers authorized unprecedented
releases from reservoirs in the
northern river basin all summer
to deal with unexpectedly heavy
rain in May and above-average
mountain snowpack. Farmers in
the Missouri Bootheel, mean-
while, saw their crops swamped
when the Army Corps of Engi-
neers exploded a levee to relieve
water pressure on an upriver
town in Illinois. The intentional
breach sent water cascading

over thousands of acres of prime
farmland.

Missouri will receive around
$50 million, of which $35 million
will come from the watershed
program and the rest from the
conservation fund. That’s in ad-
dition to millions of dollars Mis-
souri already has received in aid
from such agencies as the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency and Corps of Engineers.

Harold Decker, assistant state
conservationist for water re-
sources in Missouri, said most of
the watershed money will go to-
ward clearing and redeveloping
drainage ditches filled with silt
and debris by flooding on the
Missouri and Mississippi rivers.

“Without that work, those sys-
tems aren’t going to function,”
Decker said. “If ditches aren’t
draining properly, it retards plant
growth and the drainage of the
plants and lowers production.”

Slightly more than $215 mil-
lion of the total aid announced
Wednesday comes from the
Emergency Watershed Program,
about $80 million will come from
the Emergency Conservation Pro-
gram and nearly $12 million is
from the FSA’s Emergency Forest
Restoration Program.

The money is distributed
based on local agencies’ applica-
tions and ability to pay 25 per-
cent of the cost of requested
projects, according to the USDA.
Paying the balance could prove
to be the difficult part for hard-
hit communities already strug-
gling to recover from disasters
and the economic downturn.

In New York, which is set to
receive $41.8 million — including

about $37.8 million in watershed
funds — money is earmarked for
repairing erosion and other dam-
age left behind by back-to-back
late summer tropical storms
Irene and Lee.

Dennis DeWeese, acting state
conservationist with the conser-
vation service in New York, said
51 communities have asked for
assistance and damage assess-
ments have been completed for
15. The agency’s staff of 25,
mostly engineers, had visited 160
sites by the end of last week and
is continuing work that may ex-
tend into the Adirondacks.

But he said it will be difficult
to ask already cash-strapped
towns and villages to pay their
share.

“A lot of these municipalities
are overwhelmed,” DeWeese
said.

In addition to flooding, 2011
was a big year for tornadoes, in-
cluding record outbreaks in the
South and a monster storm that
leveled a large portion of Joplin,
Mo.

Alabama is scheduled to get
just more than $6 million in assis-
tance for tornado recovery, fol-
lowed by nearly $2.1 million in

Georgia. 
Alabama’s allocation is due in

large part to losses in the poultry
industry, said state deputy com-
missioner of agriculture Brett
Hall. Chickens died when their
houses blew away or during of
power outages following the
storms, he said.

Vilsack said the emergency
money is being used to help agri-
cultural interests beyond what is
covered by crop insurance. He
said the USDA paid out $8.6 bil-
lion in crop insurance payments
last year, and $17.2 billion over
the past three years.

 You have until February 3rd to submit your photos. They will then 
 be voted on by the public. You can help promote your child to win 
 through Facebook and email! People will be able to vote once per 
 day per registered email address.  Voting will take place from 
 February 4th-19th. Winning photos will be published in the 
 Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan on February 22nd. First place 
 winners will receive a framed winners print and gift 
 certificates to local businesses. Employees and family 
 members of Yankton Media Inc. and any of its subsidiaries are 
 ineligible to win. Your online submission authorizes the 
 publication of this photo in this contest in print and online at 
 http://www.yankton.net and  http://play2win.upickem.net

 Attention Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, 
 Uncles, Godparents and Friends!

 We are featuring our annual

 Beautiful
 Baby Contest
 In print and online on 
 Wednesday, February 22, 2012

 Beautiful Baby Contest 2012

 If you or someone you know has a beautiful child, we would love 
 to include them in our feature and they might even have a chance 
 to win prizes from local businesses and a framed winners print!

 Register to submit your photos: 1 entry per email address
 Upload your photo to one of the following categories:
 0-6 months • 7-12 months • 13 months-2 years • 3-4 years

 If you have any questions please email us 
 at classifieds@yankton.net and we will 
 help you with your online submissions.  P RESS & D AKOTAN

 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 To enter, simply log online by going to:

 http://play2win.upickem.net/

 Only this time our online readers 
 will determine the winners!

 Follow these easy steps to enroll: 
 1 –  Attend Jr. Kindergarten/Kindergarten Open House on Thursday, January 26 at any one of the 

 four Yankton elementary schools from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Pick up your Registration Packet  
 at the Open House.  If you can’t attend the Open House, the registration packet can be picked 
 up at any of the 4 elementary schools after January 26.   

 2 –  Bring your child’s certified birth certificate and all completed regiatration forms to 
 Beadle Elementary School for the district-wide Jr. Kindergarten/ Kindergarten Registration Night 
 on Thursday, February 9 from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 3 –  Make your Jr. Kindergarten/Kindergarten Screening appointment on Registration Night.  
 Screening will be held on May 1 & 2 at the Yankton Community Library.  

 For more information contact: 
 Beadle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665-2282 
 Lincoln School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665-7392 
 Stewart School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665-5765
 Webster School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 665-2484  

 Will your child turn 5 years old 
 on or before September 1, 2012? 

 Yankton School District
 2410 West City Limits Road
 Yankton, SD 57078

 www.ysd.k12.sd.us

 I’m 5!

 Registering early 

 saves time and stress 

 and helps schools 

 prepare for 

 Yankton’s youngest

  new students!

 If so, NOW is the time to register for 
 Jr.Kindergarten/Kindergarten in Yankton!

 218 West 4th Street • Yankton, SD 57078 •  (605) 665-8042

 Are you mailing away for 
 your Ostomy supplies?
 We have the 

 ostomy supplies 
 you need and we 

 make it easy 
 by billing 

 Medicare or 
 insurance 
 for you. 

 Get your Ostomy supplies right here...
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USDA Announces $308M For Disaster-Stricken States

being put together and a number
of machine storage buildings,”
Commissioner Allen Sinclair said.
“There are some nice buildings
being put up in the country.”

Garrity said signs point to
2012 being another good year.

“The way the land requests
are coming in and the general feel
of it out there looks like another
very good year,” he stated.

Commission Chairman Bruce
Jensen was absent from Wednes-
day’s meeting.

In other business Wednesday,
the commission:

• set Feb. 7 as the date that it
will hold a first reading of a pro-
posed drainage ordinance cre-
ated by a task force it appointed.
Two public meetings were held to
gather public input on the law,
and the task force feels the ordi-
nance is ready to be considered
by the commission;

• approved approximately
$14,000 for the Volin Fire Associa-
tion to purchase equipment.
However, commissioners said the
association needs to begin the
process of establishing a district
with taxation powers in order to
properly fund its operations in
the future;

• approved approximately
$7,400 for Lesterville Fire and
Rescue;

• was informed by Steve
Mietz, superintendent of the Mis-
souri National Recreational River,
of plans to hold public meetings
in the area about an effort by the
National Park Service to buy
easements for land protection in
the region. Commissioner Garry
Moore strongly suggested that
Yankton be added to the list of lo-
cations where a meeting will be
held;

• approved an agreement with
Sanford Health for ground ambu-
lance services; and

• approved a $1,200 expendi-
ture for a projector to be
mounted in the commission
chambers.
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