
BY JIM ABRAMS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Yielding to
strong opposition from the high
tech community, Senate and
House leaders said Friday they
will put off further action on leg-
islation to combat online piracy.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., said he was post-
poning a test vote set for Tues-
day “in light of recent events.”
Those events included a petition
drive by Google that attracted
more than 7 million participants
and a one-day blackout by the
online encyclopedia Wikipedia.

House Judiciary Committee
chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas,
quickly followed suit, saying con-
sideration of a similar House bill
would be postponed “until there
is wider agreement on a
solution.”

The Senate’s Protect Intellec-
tual Property Act and the
House’s Stop Online Piracy Act
have strong support from the en-
tertainment industry and other
businesses that lose billions of
dollars annually to intellectual
property theft and online sales of
counterfeit products. But they
also have strong opposition from
Internet-related companies that
argue the bill would lead to over-
regulation and censorship of the
Internet.

Reid has also seen at least a

half-dozen sena-
tors who spon-
sored the bill
announce they
now oppose it.

Reid said coun-
terfeiting and
piracy cost the
American econ-
omy billions of
dollars every year

and “there is no reason that the
legitimate issues raised by many
about this bill cannot be re-
solved.” He said he was opti-
mistic about reaching a
compromise in the coming
weeks.

The main Senate sponsor, Ju-
diciary Committee chairman
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said he re-
spected Reid’s decision to post-
pone the vote but lamented the
Senate’s unwillingness to debate
the bill.

“The day will come when the
senators who forced this move
will look back and realize they
made a knee-jerk reaction to a
monumental problem,” he said.
Criminals in China, Russia and
other countries “who do nothing
but peddle in counterfeit prod-
ucts and stolen American con-
tent are smugly watching how
the United States Senate de-
cided” it was not worth debating
the bill.

The two bills would allow the
Justice Department, and copy-
right holders, to seek court or-
ders against foreign websites
accused of copyright infringe-
ment. They would bar online ad-
vertising networks and payment
facilitators such as credit card
companies from doing business
with an alleged violator. They
also would forbid search engines
from linking to such sites.

The Tuesday vote was on
whether to move the legislation
to the Senate floor for debate.
With the recent desertions and a
statement Thursday by Senate
Republican leader Mitch Mc-
Connell that it is too early to con-
sider the bill, it appeared
supporters lacked the 60 votes
needed to advance the measure.
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 New Health Insurance Plan? 
 You DO NOT have to transfer your prescriptions

 PHARMACY

 We Accept ALL 
 Prescription Drug Plans!

 Need a refill? Call 665-8261 
 or refill online www.hy-vee.com

 2100 Broadway, Yankton • 665-3412

 You have until February 3rd to submit your photos. They will then be 
 voted on by the public. You can help promote your child to win 
 through Facebook and email! People will be able to vote once per day 
 per registered email address.  Voting will take place from February 
 4th-19th. Winning photos will be published in the Yankton Daily Press 
 & Dakotan on February 22nd. First place winners will receive a 
 framed winners print and gift certificates to local businesses. 
 Employees and family members of Yankton Media Inc. and any of its 
 subsidiaries are ineligible to win. Your online submission authorizes 
 the publication of this photo in this contest in print and online at 
 http://www.yankton.net and  http://play2win.upickem.net

 If you have any questions please email us at classifieds@yankton.net and we will help you with your 
 online submissions.

 Attention Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, 
 Uncles, Godparents and Friends!

 We are featuring our annual

 Beautiful  Baby Contest
 In print and online on 
 Wednesday, February 22, 2012

 Only this time our online readers 
 will determine the winners!

 Beautiful Baby Contest 2012

 If you or someone you know has a beautiful child, we would love to 
 include them in our feature and they might even have a chance to 
 win prizes from local businesses and a framed winners print!

 To enter, simply log online by going to:

 http://play2win.upickem.net/
 Register to submit your photos: 1 entry per email address
 Upload your photo to one of the following categories:
 0-6 months • 7-12 months • 13 months-2 years • 3-4 years

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

Saturday, 1.21.12
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net
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France Threatens Early Exit From War

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — France’s threat Friday to withdraw
early from Afghanistan after an Afghan soldier killed four French
troops and wounded 15 is a setback for the U.S.-led coalition’s ef-
forts to build a national army and allow foreign troops to go home.

The deadly shooting — the second against French forces in a
month — is the latest in a rising number of disturbing attacks in
which Afghan security forces or infiltrators have turned their guns
on coalition forces.

It came during an especially deadly 24 hours for the interna-
tional coalition, with six U.S. Marines killed in a helicopter crash
Thursday night in southern Afghanistan.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy, who faces a potentially tough
re-election campaign this spring, reacted swiftly and sternly to the
killing of the French troops, who were unarmed when they were
shot during a physical training exercise. 

He ordered French forces to stop training Afghan forces and
suspended joint patrols.

“The French army is not in Afghanistan so that Afghan soldiers
can shoot at them,” Sarkozy said in Paris. “From now on, all the op-
erations of training and combat help by the French army are
suspended.”

U.S. Considering Closing Embassy In Syria
WASHINGTON (AP) — The State Department said Friday it “may

have no choice” but to close the U.S. embassy in Damascus and re-
move all US personnel from the country wracked by a 10-month re-
volt against the regime of President Bashar Assad unless Assad’s
government takes extra steps to protect the mission.

The department issued a statement late Friday noting that the
Obama administration has “serious concerns about the deteriorat-
ing security situation in Damascus, including the recent spate of
car bombs and about the safety and security of embassy
personnel.”

The uprising against Assad has killed an estimated 5,400 people
since March. Although the revolt began with mostly peaceful
protests, an increasingly strong armed element has developed, and
many people are now fighting the regime.

The department said the administration has asked Syria to take
additional security measures to protect the U.S embassy and that
the Syrian government “is considering that request.”

But it also said it warned Assad’s government that “unless con-
crete steps are taken in the coming days we may have no choice
but to close the mission.”

Costa CEO: Captain Didn’t Relay Correct Info
ROME (AP) — The cruise captain who grounded the Costa Con-

cordia off the Tuscan coast with 4,200 people on board did not
relay correct information either to the company or crew after the
ship hit rocks, the cruise ship owner’s CEO said Friday as the
search resumed for 21 missing passengers.

CEO Pierluigi Foschi told Italian state TV that the company
spoke to the captain at 10:05 p.m. (2105 GMT; 4:05 p.m. EST), some
20 minutes after the ship ran aground on Jan. 13, but could not
offer proper assistance because the captain’s description “did not
correspond to the truth.”

Capt. Francesco Schettino said only that he had “problems” on
board but did not mention hitting a reef.

Likewise, Foschi said crew members were not informed of the
gravity of the situation.

Passenger video shown on Italian TV indicates crew members
telling passengers to go to their cabins as late as 10:25 p.m. (2125
GMT; 4:25 p.m. EST). The abandon ship alarm sounded just before
11:00 p.m. (2200 GMT; 5:00 p.m. EST).

BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

CHARLESTON, S.C. — On the eve of a Southern showdown,
Mitt Romney conceded Friday he’s in a tight race with Newt
Gingrich for Saturday’s South Carolina primary in a Republican
campaign suddenly turned turbulent.

It’s “neck and neck,” Romney declared, while a third presi-
dential contender, former Sen. Rick Santorum, swiped at both
men in hopes of springing yet another campaign surprise.

Several days after forecasting a Romney vic-
tory in his state, Sen. Jim DeMint said the cam-
paign’s first Southern primary was now a
two-man race between the former Massachu-
setts governor, who has struggled in recent
days with questions about his personal wealth
and taxes, and Gingrich, the former House
speaker who has been surging in polls after a
pair of well-received debate performances.

The stakes were high as Republicans sought
a challenger to Democratic President Barack
Obama. Television advertising by the candi-
dates and their supporters exceeded $10 million
here, much of it spent in the past two weeks,
and mailboxes were stuffed with campaign
flyers.

In a bit of home-state boosterism, DeMint
said the primary winner was “likely to be the
next president of the United States.” 

Indeed, the winner of the state’s primary has
gone on to capture the Republican nomination
each year since 1980.

A victory by Romney would place him in a
commanding position heading into the Florida primary on Jan.
31. He and an organization supporting him are already airing
television ads in that state, which is one of the country’s costli-
est in which to campaign.

If the former Massachusetts governor stumbles in South
Carolina, it could portend a long, drawn-out battle for the nomi-
nation stretching well into spring and further expose rifts in-
side the party between those who want a candidate who can
defeat Obama more than anything else, and those whose strong
preference is for a solid conservative.

Romney sounded anything but confident as he told re-
porters that in South Carolina, “I realize that I had a lot of
ground to make up and Speaker Gingrich is from a neighboring
state, well known, popular ... and frankly to be in a neck-and-
neck race at this last moment is kind of exciting.” 

BY RAQUEL MARIA DILLON
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — One of the
world’s smallest surviving babies
was discharged Friday from the
hospital where she spent nearly
five months in an incubator —
but not before getting the Holly-
wood treatment. 

Wearing a pink knit hat and
wrapped in a pink princess blan-
ket, Melinda Star Guido was
greeted by a mob of television
cameras and news photographers
outside the Los Angeles County-
USC Medical Center. 

“I’m just happy that she’s
doing well,” said her 22-year-old
mother Haydee Ibarra. “I’m happy
that I’m finally going to take her
home ... I’m just grateful.”

Melinda was born on August
30 weighing just 9 1/2 ounces,
less than a can of soda. She was
so tiny that she fit into her doc-
tor’s hand. Melinda is believed to
be the world’s third-smallest sur-
viving baby and second smallest
in the U.S.

Now weighing 4 1/2 pounds
and breathing through an oxygen
tube as a precaution, doctors said
Melinda has made enough
progress to go home. 

It’s too early to know how she
will do developmentally and
physically, but doctors planned
to monitor her for the next six
years.

Romney, Gingrich ‘Neck And Neck’

BY BETH FOUHY
AND THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

GRANITEVILLE, S.C. — Supporters of
Republican presidential candidate Ron
Paul didn’t seem to mind Friday that he
has campaigned less aggressively in
South Carolina than he did in other early
voting states. 

But it was far from clear during a
whirlwind circuit around the state the
day before the crucial Southern primary
whether the libertarian-leaning Texas
congressman would send a message
here as his outsider candidacy did in
Iowa and New Hampshire. 

“I took a day off of the campaign
trail,” Paul told an audience of about 200
in a packed banquet hall outside Aiken.
“I wanted to make sure I was recorded
voting against the national debt limit.” 

The remark, explaining Paul’s tempo-
rary departure in the campaign Wednes-

day to vote in Congress, ignited cheers
from the audience in southwestern
South Carolina.

Paul drew a crowd of several hun-
dred in Greenville despite heavy rain
and frigid temperatures.

“When we were flying and the
weather was getting bad, I thought, is
anyone going to show up?” Paul said,
clearly buoyed by the turnout. The audi-
ence cheered.

It was a far different scene early Fri-
day, before Paul began a six-city tour of
South Carolina in a small plane. He drew
fewer than 100 people to a cavernous
airplane hangar in North Charleston, al-
though the audience did include some
die-hard supporters.

“When you hear the word principle,
you think of Ron Paul. He’s the embodi-
ment of that,” said Derek Smith, a 26-
year-old engineer for the Navy in
Charleston. “If he were to run as a third-
party candidate, I would vote for him
unconditionally.” 

STEVE JESSMORE/MYRTLE BEACH SUN-NEWS/MCT
Republican presidential candidate Ron Paul speaks during a whistle-stop tour
at the Grand Strand Airport in North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Friday, Jan-
uary 20, 2012. Paul vowed that his fight will go on, despite what happens in Sat-
urday's Republican primary vote. 

Paul’s Place In South Carolina
Uncertain Given Lighter Effort
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