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For the students of Calvary Baptist preschool and
junior kindergarten, a new interactive tool reflects
not only on their efforts in the classroom but also
their hearts.

This fall, the Calvary Kids Preschool raised funds
for a new Smart Board to be used in the classroom.
Laurie Hansen, the teacher at Calvary Kid’s, said the
results were overwhelming.

“The Mexican fundraiser (in September) was fan-
tastic,” Hansen said. “We had originally planned to
serve around 300 and we ended up serving more than
400 that night. The kids all dressed up in their (Mexi-
can outfits) and the parents all worked so hard to
help prepare the meal. Every time I looked, the line
was way out the door. We raised about $3,800. So we
got enough to purchase the Smart Board and all the

cords that go along with it. It was really great.”
Because the students were involved with the

fundraiser directly, they have since taken ownership
of the board.

“They are very proud of it,” Hansen said. “It is kind
of like, who is going to get to touch it first? We have
used it a lot.”

Because the board is interactive with both touch and
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   The following YHS students 
were inducted to the National 
Honor Society during a special 
ceremony on January 19: 
 

Banan AbdAlKreem 
Kali Adams 

Joshua Arens 
Morgan Bakke 
Theresa Barnes 
Evan Bergeson 
Jacob Bies 
Frae Binder 
Maria Binder 
Tyler Bryan 
Kelsey Butler 

Savannah Chambers 
Olivia Christopher 

Jessica Culver 
Fiona Dahlberg 
Carlie Drobny 
Dustin Dvorak 

Jessica Erickson 
Kourtney Erickson 

John Fanta 
Kelsey Fitzgerald 

Alexis Fokken 
Megan Ford 
Katie Freng 

Jessica Goeken 
Melissa Gonzalez 
Derek Gravholt 

Katelyn Greeneway 
Sarah Hicks 
James Hisek 
Mikala Hora 
Andrew Hummel 
Maddie Husman 
John Iverson 
Casey Johnson 
Alyssa Klimisch 
Drew Konopasek 

Katie Kotschegarow 
Mackenzie Larson 
Jase Likness 
Cameron Luken 
Sarah McDonald 
Megan Mingo 
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 GOP Candidates Battle for a Frontrunner in the 2012 Presidential Election 

Yankton High School Freshman, Brady Hale, Earns National Punt, Pass, and Kick Title 

 
 
BY 
HUNTER KOCH 

   The Presidential election is fast approaching, and 

candidate. This is the first of two articles that will 
examine the campaigns of declared Presidential can-
didates, starting with the Republican hopefuls. 

 
Mitt Romney (R)
Romney was the gover-
nor of Massachusetts 
from 2003 to 2007. He 
ran for president in 2008, 
losing the Republican 
candidacy to John 
McCain. He is running 
again in 2012.  
   His plan for the econo-

taxes, spending, regula-
tion, and government programs. It seeks to increase 
trade, energy production, human capital, and labor 
flexibility. It relinquishes power to the states instead 

 
   He also wishes to strengthen the military, and re-
garding the Afghanistan War, Romney says he will 

Afghanistan. He will review our military and assis-

brating the family by reviving our economy and cre-
ating jobs in America again with a smarter and sim-
pler tax code. Santorum will roll back job-killing reg-
ulations, force the federal government to shrink and 
live within its means by passing a Balanced Budget 
Amendment and reinvigorate our domestic manufac-
turing and energy potential. 

 
 
Rick Perry (R)  Perry 
served as a representative 
of Texas from 1985 to 
1991 and the Texas gov-
ernor from 2000 to pre-
sent. This is his first time 
running for the Republi-
can candidacy. His for-

to maintain our strong 
presence to defend our 
interests around the globe 

 
   
ban earmarks and taxpayer bailouts, and push for a 
Balanced Budget Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Perry will throw out the corporate tax code and 
replace it with a simpler, lower flat tax that ends the 
gravy train of lobbyists feeding at the government 

 
 

sacrificing lives with no end in sight. Follow the Con-
stitution by asking Congress to declare war before 
one is waged. Only send our military into conflict 
with a clear mission and all the tools they need to 
complete the job  and then bring them home. Avoid 
long and expensive land wars that bankrupt our coun-
try by using constitutional means to capture or kill 
terrorist leaders who helped attack the U.S. and con-

 
 

    
 
Newt Gingrich (R)   
Gingrich served as a 
Georgia representative 
from 1979 to 1999. He 
was also the Speaker of 
the House from 1995 to 
1999. 
   His economic plan 

United States the most 
desirable location for 
new business invest-

ment through a bold series of tax cuts, includ-
ing: eliminating the capital gains tax to make Ameri-
can entrepreneurs more competitive against those in 
other countries; dramatically reducing the corporate 
income tax (among highest in the world) to 
12.5%; allowing for 100% expensing of new equip-
ment to spur innovation and American manufactur-

 
BY 
NICK 
ROBINSON 

   It all started with just a punt, a 
pass, and a kick for Yankton 
freshmen Brady Hale at Serato-

ton.  Who would have thought it 
would have led him to Baltimore 
for the National Punt, Pass, and 
Kick Championships?  
   Well, for Hale it was some-
thing he expected.  
   Hale won the 14-15 year old 
division held at the Baltimore 
Ravens practice facility on Sat-
urday the 14th of January, a day 
before the AFC Divisional 
playoff game between the Hou-
ston Texans and the Baltimore 
Ravens. He then got to go to the 
game and was on national televi-
sion awarded for his stellar per-
formance.  
   
smaller South Dakota channels, 
but CBS during a playoff game, 
I was nervous. There is nothing 

Hale.  
   Hale and his whole family left 
for Baltimore on Friday night 
and ended up getting there at 
around 12:30 a.m. Saturday 
morning. For the nationals his 
whole family made the trip to 
the east coast. The National 
Football League bought two 
tickets, the hotel room, two 
meals each day and two tickets 
to the Ravens game.  
   
we saw Sal Palantonio in the 

nio is an ESPN reporter for NFL 
football. They then had a nice 
sized room for all the finalists to 
eat and relax.  
   After a little relaxation time, 
they then got a tour of the Sports 
Legends Museum in Baltimore.   

   Hale entered the competition 
as third seed in his division. He 
competed against boys from 
Pittsburg, Texas, and Ohio. Dur-
ing the finals they each had two 
attempts at all three categories; 
where normally they only have 
one per category.  
   After the tallies were knotted 
up, former Ravens kicker and 
two time Super Bowl champion 
Matt Stover announced the win-

his name would get called. He 
was awarded with a helmet with 
an emblem of his award. He also 
got a lot of apparel and clothing 
from different teams as well as 
the Punt, Pass, and Kick organi-
zation.  
   After the competition, on the 

pictures of us, they thought were 

Hale said. The participants had a 
tailgate party concluding the 
finals where they watched the 
ending of the Saturday playoff 
action.  
   Sunday, was game day for the 
Ravens and the Texans. The 
contestants had to be at the field 
at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
Hale and the rest of his counter-
parts got the stand on the field 

close to Ray Lewis that was 
 

 At halftime, all the participants 
were announced and had to 
throw a pass for a halftime per-
formance. After the third quar-
ter, Brady saw his glimpse of 
fame on national TV.  
   

much. Both defenses played 

the game he and his family were 
able to  go to dinner and do 
some shopping. The Hale family 
left Baltimore around 5:00 a.m. 
the next day.   

   To get to the National Finals, 
Brady had competed here in 
Yankton, in which he easily 
won. He then went on to Sioux 
Falls, where he competed and 
won the state title. After that, he 
went to Minneapolis. He com-
peted and defeated kids from all 
over the region. Following his 
competition in Minnesota, all 
thirty-two teams tallied their 
results and then Hale got a call 
stating he was a finalist for the 
National Punt, Pass, and Kick.  
   How did Brady become so 
good at doing this?  
   

football practice, he has gone up 
to the middle school by our 
house and practiced punting, 

 
   Even during the offseason you 
could see Brady kicking and 
throwing away at the middle 

to break down the time, after 
football was over, and basketball 
got going, many evenings he 
would still go over and keep 

complishment has made the sky 
the limit for Hale.  
  
Yankton, and especially the state 
of South Dakota to dominate 

ball coach Arlin Likness added.    
   A girl from Pierre, named Syd-
ney Palmer won the girls divi-
sion for the 14-15 year olds. She 
is a former national champion. 

confidence this fall to do good 
and hopefully be kicking and 

added. He has been interviewed 
by KMEG, who came to Yank-
ton High School for an inter-
view, along with Stu Whitney 
(sports reporter for The Argus 
Leader), and WNAX.  
  

IMAGES COURTESY OF  
MRS. LESLEY HALE 

 
 
ABOVE:  Yankton Freshman, Brady Hale, is 
pictured with Matt Stover.  Stover was a kicker 
who kicked for two Super Bowls. He presented 
the awards to all the National Punt, Pass, and 
Kick participants.  
 
 
RIGHT: Brady Hale is shown warming up in 
preparation for  the National Punt, Pass and 
Kick  competition held in Baltimore, Maryland on 
Saturday, January 14, 2012.  Hale was one of 
four competitors from around the nation who 
earned the right to compete at the national lev-
el. He went on to become a national champion 
in his division and was recognized during 
halftime of the Baltimore Ravens NFL playoff 
game on Sunday, January 15, 2012.  
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BY SHAUNA MARLETTE
shauna.marlette@yankton.net

The 2012 South Dakota Legislative
session is very young, yet one thing
became clear at the first District 18
cracker barrel of the season: Yankton
residents are concerned with educa-
tion funding.

“I think every question I have re-
ceived so far has pertained to educa-
tion,” said Kevin Watt, a member of
the Governmental Affairs Committee
of the Yankton Chamber of Commerce
who facilitated the event Saturday at
the Regional Technical Education
Center.

Throughout the more than hour-
long session, question after question
ranging from how the Legislature will
fund education, to the cost of educat-
ing a child, to Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s
proposed merit-based reward system
was raised.

“It is good that we are focusing on
education,” said Rep. Bernie Hunhoff.
“You can see what happens when the
state fails in its obligations. It divides
the community on property taxes. I
believe property taxes are too high,
especially in our tax system where we
don’t give breaks for low-income peo-
ple. Property taxes are a legitimate
concern, and that is why the state has

to do a better job of meeting its obli-
gations. It says right in our constitu-
tion that the state has an obligation to
educate our students, and we need to
do a better job at that.”

Earlier this month, Daugaard pro-
posed a merit-based reward system
for teachers where the top 20 percent
of teachers at each district would re-
ceive a $5,000 per year bonus. In addi-
tion, he suggested that every science
and math teacher in the state receive
a $3,500 per year bonus for teaching
in a high need area.

“It is a case of, ‘Show me the
money,’” said Sen. Jean Hunhoff. “I
want to see what is out there to show

me what are the outcomes of what we
are doing. We haven’t heard the de-
tails of the plan yet. I am looking more
for the devil in the details and figuring
out how we determine achievement. I
think that is what everyone is looking
at here.”

Rep. Nick Moser said he is still pro-
cessing the information to determine
if it is a plan he can support.

“There is a lot of research out
there, and I have spent a lot of time
going through it and I know I have
many, many hours ahead,” he said.
“At the end of the day, it is going to be
very simple. Either I am going to be-
lieve that this will improve the

Nebraska GOP Ads
Target Kerrey Early

Herseth Sandlin
Says She Won’t

Run In 2012
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Former U.S.

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin an-
nounced Saturday that she won’t seek
office in 2012.

The South Dakota
Democrat was defeated
by Republican Kristi
Noem in 2010. Noem
got 48 percent of the
vote and Herseth San-
dlin 46 percent.

Herseth Sandlin
wrote on her Facebook
account that she would
“always give serious
consideration” to run-
ning for office in the future. But for now,
Herseth Sandlin says she has enjoyed
being a mom “first and foremost.”

Herseth Sandlin lost her first run for
Congress in 2002 but won a special elec-
tion in June 2004. She was re-elected in
November 2004, 2006 and 2008.

Matt Varilek, a former member of
U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson’s staff, and Min-
nehaha County Commissioner Jeff
Barth are seeking the Democratic en-
dorsement to run against Noem this
year.

BY MARGERY A. BECK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — In the last two
weeks, Nebraska’s airwaves have been
crowded with radio and television ads
by conservative groups attacking Bob
Kerrey, who finds himself in a tug-of-
war between Democrats desperate for
him to run for Nebraska’s open U.S.
Senate seat this year and Republicans
just as eager for him to stay out.

The former one-term Nebraska gov-
ernor and two-term U.S. senator is
mulling a run to replace U.S. Sen. Ben

Nelson, who announced last month
that he would not seek a third term
this year. Both Democrats and Republi-
cans have acknowledged that Kerrey is
the Democrats’ best hope for retaining
the seat.

Democrats say conservative groups
have dropped more than $130,000 in
recent weeks on ads accusing Kerrey
of everything from supporting tax-
payer-funded abortion to backing a
more liberal version of health care re-
form than President Barack Obama’s
overhaul that passed — with the help
of Nelson — in 2010.

The National Republican Senatorial
Committee released a web video this
week dubbing Kerrey, who has lived in
New York for the past 10 years, “Big
Apple Bob,” and American Crossroads,
the conservative outfit tied to former
George W. Bush political adviser Karl
Rove, called Kerrey a “carpetbagger.”
That group ran a radio ad criticizing
Kerrey for voting for the Clinton admin-
istration’s 1993 tax increase and head-
ing the “liberal haven” New School
University in New York for a decade.

Passing
Of A

Legend
Amid Scandal,

Revered Penn State
Football Coach Dies

Herseth
Sandlin

Calvary Kids
Preschool
Enjoying New
Smart Board

Education Funding Takes Center Stage

LEGEND | PAGE 14

KERREY | PAGE 5 

FUNDING | PAGE 2

BOARD | PAGE 7 

YANKTON RECYCLING THIS WEEK:

NORTH
OF 15TH STREET

CHRISTOPHER GARDNER/PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
Former Penn State head coach Joe Paterno, seen
in this 2008 file photo, died Sunday.  He was 85. 

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
AP Sports Writer

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — Happy Valley was per-
fect for Joe Paterno, a place where “JoePa” knew
best, where he not only won more football games
than any other major college coach, but won
them the right way: with integrity and sportsman-
ship. A place where character came first, champi-
onships second.

Behind it all, however, was an ugly secret that
ran counter to everything the revered coach
stood for.

Paterno, a sainted figure at Penn State for al-
most half a century but scarred forever by the
child sex abuse scandal that led to his stunning
dismissal, died Sunday at age 85.

His death came just 65 days after his son Scott
said his father had been diagnosed with a treat-
able form of lung cancer. The cancer was found
during a follow-up visit for a bronchial illness. A
few weeks later, Paterno broke his pelvis after a
fall but did not need surgery.

Mount Nittany Medical Center said in a state-
ment that Paterno died at 9:25 a.m. of “metastatic
small cell carcinoma of the lung.” Metastatic indi-
cates an illness that has spread from one part of
the body to an unrelated area. 

The hospital says Paterno was surrounded by
family members, who have requested privacy. 

Paterno had been in the hospital since Jan. 13
for observation after what his family called minor
complications from his cancer treatments. Not
long before that, he conducted his only interview
since losing his job, with The Washington Post.
Paterno was described as frail then, speaking
mostly in a whisper and wearing a wig. The sec-
ond half of the two-day interview was conducted
at his bedside.

His family released a statement Sunday morn-
ing to announce his death: “His loss leaves a void
in our lives that will never be filled.”

“He died as he lived,” the statement said. “He
fought hard until the end, stayed positive,
thought only of others and constantly reminded
everyone of how blessed his life had been. His
ambitions were far reaching, but he never be-
lieved he had to leave this Happy Valley to
achieve them. He was a man devoted to his fam-
ily, his university, his players and his commu-
nity.”

Paterno’s death just under three months fol-
lowing his last victory called to mind another
coaching great, Alabama’s Paul “Bear” Bryant,
who died less than a month after retiring.

ABBY DREY/CENTRE DAILY TIMES
Penn State students and fans leave candles
around the Joe Paterno statue at Penn State in
State College, Pa., Saturday. Paterno died on
Sunday.

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
The first District 18 legislative cracker barrel of the 2012 session was held Saturday at the Technical Education Center in Yankton. From left: Rep. Bernie Hunhoff (D),
Sen. Jean Hunhoff (R) and Rep. Nick Moser (R) answered numerous questions from the large crowd on hand concerning education funding and the proposed merit-pay
plan put forth by Gov. Daugaard in his recent State of the Sate address.

Dist. 18 Legislators Face Tough Questions On Merit Pay

SHAUNA MARLETTE/P&D
Teacher Laurie Hansen assists one of her Calvary Kids
Preschool students at a newly installed Smart Board.
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