
VERMILLION — Through fund-
ing from the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009, the
University of South Dakota’s
A.S.N. Distance Nursing Program
has unveiled a mobile simulation
unit (MSU) featuring cutting-edge
technology. The MSU, which
weighs approximately 25,000
pounds and is 38 feet long, will be
utilized for the first time on
Wednesday, Jan. 25, in Waconia,
Minn.

“Simulation provides nursing
students a way to practice dealing
with critical situations before
dealing with real patients,” stated
faculty member Barbara Stolle,
R.N., M.S. The MSU resembles mo-
bile medical clinics or mobile di-
agnostic units, and will be used to
provide students in the distance-
learning program the opportunity
to learn and practice nursing care
skills and participate in patient
care simulations. 

In addition to containing all of
the technology used in a smart
classroom and state-of-the-art
equipment found in any modern
simulation unit, including man-
nequins that talk, cough, produce
heartbeats and breathe, the MSU
also features video recording de-
vices and a flat-screen viewing
monitor in a multi-purpose de-
briefing area resembling a waiting
room. The recording and viewing
equipment allows students an

opportunity to view a live feed of
the simulation or  review record-
ings to examine their performance
and enhance learning. 

Besides serving students in
primarily rural communities
throughout the nine states where
nursing students participate in
clinical training through the USD
A.S.N. Distance Nursing Program,
usage of the MSU will be extended
to partners of the distance nurs-
ing program: new graduate hires,
incumbent staff RNs in cross-
training, nurses pursuing compe-
tency validation and individuals
involved in career advancement
in high-risk nursing areas.

Built by LaBoit Inc. from
Columbus, Ohio, which special-
izes in customized mobile vehi-
cles that serve the medical, law
enforcement, veterinary and
emergency command fields, the
MSU is entirely funded by a por-
tion of a $5 million grant from the
Employment and Training Admin-
istrative/U.S. Department of Labor
that was awarded to USD Nursing
on March 1, 2010. Most of these
grant funds will go toward recruit-
ment efforts of unemployed veter-
ans and military personnel with
an interest in obtaining entry-level
health care positions and com-
pleting the online USD A.S.N. Dis-
tance Nursing Program. Funds will
also assist future nurse educators
completing graduate degrees. 

75 YEARS AGO
Saturday, January 23, 1937

• Due to a cave-in at the bottom of
the city well and the partial clogging of
the casing with sand, Menno is suffer-
ing a rather acute water shortage. E. H.
Kuhlman, town clerk, states that while
the old well is pumping enough water
to keep mains filled, there is not enough
available to get water into the city tank
and the fire hazard is considerable.

• The sharp shooting of Maynard In-
galls, highly touted sophomore ace,
snapped a prolonged losing streak for
the University of South Dakota cagers
last night at Vermillion as the Coyotes
rallied late in the last half to chalk up a
33-25 victory over the Yankton college
Greyhounds in a rough and ragged
cage tangle.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, January 23, 1962

• The resignation from the city com-
mission of John Kabeiseman, effective
March 1, and a discussion by the com-
mission of possible annexation of addi-
tional area around the city limits were
highlights of a session including a vari-
ety of topics Monday evening. Kabeise-
man said that he will be moving outside
the city limits this spring, and will no
longer be eligible to serve as a city
commissioner. 

• The Milwaukee Arrow passenger
train was involved Monday for a second
time this month in a collision with a
truck at the same grade crossing one
mile north of Huron. The crash at 5:25
p. m. uncoupled the first of two engines
but there was no derailment as there

had been on Jan. 11.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, January 23, 1987

• The Yankton Chamber of Com-
merce is considering joining a new as-
sociation to promote southeastern
South Dakota. The group, Southeast
Area Tourism Association, was initiated
by the Sioux Falls Chamber because it
did not feel that this corner of the state
was being adequately promoted, Evan
Nolte, executive director of the Sioux
Falls Chamber, said Friday.

• Flandreau, not Sioux Falls, will be
the home of a $2.5 million publishing
plant for a chain of weekly newspapers
for Indian reservations across the Mid-
west, according to publisher Tim Giago.
Giago, publisher of the Lakota Times in
Martin, said he changed his mind after
visiting with Flandreau Santee Sioux
tribal officials.

classroom experience or not. 
“I think it is important that we

do everything we can to get
money into the classroom that is
going to improve the classroom
experience. If that is through the
formula — if that is in some kind
of a bonus, merit pay situation —
if we are convinced it is going to
provide better students, then I
am all for it. If we are not, I can
tell you it is going to be very diffi-
cult to get the money (for the
program).”

While Sen. Hunhoff said she
expected the day to focus on ed-
ucation, Rep. Hunhoff was a bit
surprised.

“There are going to 500-600
bills out there with a lot of di-
verse issues,” he said. “I am sur-
prised but encouraged, I guess. I
think it is the strength of Yankton
that the community is focused
on the important issues and not
getting lost in the Obamacares

and other issues that they are
probably focusing on in other
parts of the state.”

While the meeting did focus
on education, economic develop-
ment and health care issues
where clearly not far behind on
the legislators’ minds.

“I do see Medicaid funding be-
coming a big issue again this ses-
sion,” Sen. Hunhoff said. “Last
year, we set a new base. So you
are not back to where you were
before, so providers are still see-
ing a hit. Costs continue to esca-
late and go up; we are not
coming back to where we were. I
think that debate is going to con-
tinue to go on out there. 

“Charity care has escalated
for all of the providers out there.
There is an expectation when
you are a not-for-profit that you
do charity care, but it continues
to escalate, because you have
the people out there that can’t af-
ford to pay for the services. It
then becomes, how do you con-
tinue to offer the services and do
the things you need to do to
meet the Medicaid needs of our
population? We are still seeing
that we are not getting the reim-

bursement rates that providers
need.”

The other topics discussed
were a need for regulation on
synthetic marijuana, K2, and on
the S.D. WINS program of eco-
nomic development.

“I think the S.D. WINS program
is not only great for South
Dakota, but I think it is particu-
larly great for communities like
Yankton,” Moser said. “I am very
excited about it.”

But, even that discussion re-
turned to the education compo-
nent.

“We need to keep an open
mind,” Sen. Hunhoff said. “(The
plans for education) are proba-
bly not perfect. We need to see if
we can come to a decision. I
think if anything is going to

change, the people affected are
going to have to buy into the
change, so it will be important to
get the educators involved in the
process.”

It was a statement Yankton
Schools superintendent Joseph
Gertsema agreed with following
the meeting.

“I was really pleased that the
legislators had a good discussion
about education,” he said. “It
sounds like all three of them are
going to give the governor’s pro-
posal a fair look, and I think that
is important. My hope is that if
we discover this isn’t a good
idea, that the Legislature uses
the scarce resources that we
have in a way that will in fact im-
prove student achievement.”
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Livestock Outlook
Some strong southeasterly 
winds are possible today with 
winds gusting as high as 35 
mph.  Temperatures will warm 
as we head into Tuesday.
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Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.
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SATURDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 15-19, White

Balls: 6-13
MY DAY: Month: 5, Day: 1, Year: 18
PICK 3: 1-1-9
PICK 5: 03-11-28-31-36
POWERBALL: 12-24-43-44-45,

Powerball: 7, Power Play: Zero
DAKOTA CASH: 02-20-21-23-32
WILD CARD 2: 06-09-20-21-28,

Wild Card: QD
HOT LOTTO: 17-18-21-25-34, Hot

Ball: 10

Special Board Meeting To Be Held For YSD
The Yankton School Board will hold a special meeting at 5:30 p.m.

tonight (Monday),  at the district administration building located at
2410 West City Limits Road.

The school board is scheduled to discuss possible opt-out
options.

The agenda for the meeting can be found at
http://www.ysd.k12.sd.us/schoolboardagenda.

City Of Yankton Reminds Of Snow Removal
The City of Yankton reminds property owners that public sidewalks

are to be kept clear of snow and ice. Property owners who have snow
covered sidewalks adjacent to their property need to make arrange-
ments for snow removal within 24 hours after a snowfall

Snow removed from driveways, sidewalks or parking lots cannot be
placed in the streets.

Local Group Is Collecting Prom Items
An ecumenical group is collecting past prom dresses, purses,

shoes and jewelry to be used to benefit the youth in Yankton and sur-
rounding communities, so every girl has the opportunity to go to
Prom.

Dresses, shoes, and other items can be dropped off at Riverview
Reformed Church, 1700 Burleigh, Yankton, through Feb. 3. Drop-off
times are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays, except Tuesdays, when the times are
9 a.m.-7 p.m.

The fitting day for the girls is Friday, March 2, from 3:30-6 p.m. For
more information, call Deb at 665-5507.

Soup Kitchen To Be Held At Riverview Church
The public is invited to a soup kitchen at Yankton’s Riverview Re-

formed Church on Thursday, Jan. 26, with food served from 4:30-7 p.m.
The church is located at 1700 Burleigh.

The menu will include BBQ pork sandwiches, chicken dumpling
soup, ham and bean soup, chili, pies and desserts. Two serving lines
will be utilized to ensure quick and convenient service with a small
amount of time spent waiting in line.

ROCS VITA Service Locations And Dates Set
The Rural Office of Community Services will be providing FREE

basic income tax preparation services to all taxpayers within the 20-
county service area with low or moderate incomes. 

Appointments are necessary for all ROCS VITA Sites. Please call
605-487-7634 to schedule an appointment for any site:

• VITA Services will be available at the Lake Andes ROCS Office, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays from Jan. 18-April 17. 

• VITA Services will be available in Mitchell on Feb. 7-21 and March
6-20. 

• VITA Services will be available in Winner on Jan. 27, Feb. 10 and
24, and March 9 and 23.

• VITA Services will be available in Chamberlain on Jan. 26, Feb. 23
and March 22. 

• VITA Services will be available in Yankton on Feb. 2, and March 1. 
• VITA Services will be available in Tripp on Feb. 14 and March 13. 
Call the ROCS office today for more information or to schedule

your appointment at 605-487-7634. ROCS is an Equal Opportunity
Organization.

USD Distance Nursing Program
Launches Mobile Simulation Unit

The Blood Center, formerly known as
the Siouxland Community Blood Bank,
will have a mobile unit at the following
dates, locations and times:

• Tuesday, Jan. 24 — Yankton, Avera
Sacred Heart Hospital/Benedictine Cen-
ter, 501 Summit, noon-6:30 p.m.

Schedule a blood donation appoint-
ment online at www.siouxlandblood-
bank.org or call 800-798-4208.

Eligible blood donors must be at least
16 years old, should weigh at least 120
pounds and should be in general good
health and have not donated whole blood
in the past 56 days. For more information
about blood donation or to schedule an
appointment to donate blood, call 800-
287-4903 or visit www.lifeservebloodcen-
ter.org. A photo I.D. is required at the time
of registration. 
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