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Yemen’s President Hands Powers To Deputy

SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh left
his battered nation Sunday on his way to the U.S. for medical treat-
ment after passing power to his deputy and asking for forgiveness
for any “shortcomings” during his 33-year rein.

But in a sign that Saleh’s role as Yemen'’s top power broker is
likely far from over, he said he would return to Yemen before the of-
ficial power transfer next month to serve as the head of his ruling
party.

Saleh’s departure marks a small achievement in the months of
diplomatic efforts by the U.S. and Yemen's powerful Gulf neighbors
to ease the nearly year-old political crisis in the Arab world’s poor-
est country. An active al-Qaida branch there has taken advantage
of the turmoil, stepping up operations and seizing territory.

After months of diplomatic pressure and mass protests calling
for his ouster, Saleh signed a deal in November to transfer author-
ity to his vice president in exchange for immunity from prosecu-
tion. Still, Saleh continued to exercise power behind the scenes,
sparking accusations he sought to scuttle the deal and cling to
power.

His departure could help the deal go forward.

3 Of 4 Uninsured Live In Non-Overhaul States

WASHINGTON (AP) — Here’s a reality check for President
Barack Obama’s health overhaul: Three out of four uninsured
Americans live in states that have yet to figure out how to deliver
on its promise of affordable medical care.

This is the year that will make or break the health care law.
States were supposed to be partners in carrying out the biggest
safety net expansion since Medicare and Medicaid, and the White
House claims they're making steady progress.

But an analysis by The Associated Press shows that states are
moving in fits and starts. Combined with new insurance coverage
estimates from the nonpartisan Urban Institute, it reveals a patch-
work nation.

Such uneven progress could have real consequences.

If it continues, it will mean disparities and delays from state to
state in carrying out an immense expansion of health insurance
scheduled in the law for 2014. That could happen even if the
Supreme Court upholds Obama’s law, called the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.

Arab League Extends Syria Mission For Month

BEIRUT (AP) — A clash between Syrian forces and army defectors
erupted Sunday in a suburb of the tightly held capital of Damascus,
adding urgency just as the Arab League was extending an observers’
mission that so far has failed to end long months of bloody violence.

The two events outlined how an uprising against President
Bashar Assad that started with mass popular protests is moving now
toward an armed conflict that could draw international intervention
— an outcome the Arab League is trying to avoid.

Arab League foreign ministers, meeting in Cairo, extended the
much-criticized observers mission for another month, according to a
statement from the 22-member organization.

The League decided to add more observers and provide them
with additional resources, the officials said.

The observer mission is supposed to be the first step toward im-
plementing an Arab League plan to end the Syria crisis. Other points
are pulling heavy Syrian weapons out of cities, stopping attacks on
protesters, opening talks with the opposition and allowing foreign
human rights workers and journalists in.

S.C. Black Leaders Fight Voter I.D. Law

COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Civil rights leaders bothered by South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley’s stance on issues like requiring voters to
show their IDs at the polls are reminding the governor that she is a
minority, too.

“She couldn’t vote before 1965, just as I couldn’t,” said the Rev.
Jesse Jackson, referring to the Voting Rights Act that abolished poll
taxes, literacy tests and other ways whites across the Deep South
kept minorities from voting.

Jackson and other critics have said the law is merely a new,
covert effort to take away the right to vote from older blacks and
poor people, groups who historically tend to vote for Democrats and
are less likely to have a driver’s license or other government-issued
ID.

Both Haley’s parents were born in India and came to South Car-
olina before she was born. Haley — a Republican who became the
state’s first female governor — never dwells on her heritage, but she
has occasionally mentioned it in her inaugural speech or stories
from her childhood. Almost all have the same theme of overcoming
adversity.

She refused an interview for this story, instead sending a state-
ment through her spokesman, Rob Godfrey, defending her support of
South Carolina’s law requiring photo identification at the polls. The
governor has said the measure is needed to prevent voter fraud.

Gingrich Takes S.C., Romney Tries To RaIIy

BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Newt Gingrich worked to
capitalize Sunday on his upset victory in South
Carolina’s Republican presidential primary,
while Mitt Romney moved quickly to cut his
losses before the next contest with a promise to
release his income tax returns within 48 hours.

Gingrich said in a round of television inter-
views that his win, both unexpected and unex-
pectedly large, showed he was the Republican
best able to go toe to toe with President Barack
Obama in the fall. “I think virtually everybody
who looks at the campaign knows [ represent
the largest amount of change of any candidate,
and I think that’s why they see me as represent-
ing their interest and their concerns, not repre-
senting Wall Street or representing the
politicians of Washington,” he said.

Romney argued that point, but not another,
agreeing in a television interview that he had
made a mistake by refusing to release his tax re-
turns before the South Carolina vote. “If it was a
distraction, we want to get back to the real is-
sues in the campaign - leadership, character
and vision for America, how to get jobs in Amer-
ica, and how to rein in the excessive scale of the
federal government,” he said.

The former Massachusetts governor, who
made millions in business, said he will make his
2010 return and an estimate for 2011 available
online on Tuesday.

The decision marked a concession, as if one
were needed, that Romney had stumbled on his
way through South Carolina, a state where he
led handsomely in the polls several days before
the primary.

Florida votes next, on Jan. 31, a 50-delegate
contest in one of the most expensive campaign
states in the country, and one that Romney can
ill afford to lose.

The former governor was an easy winner in

JEFF SINER/CHARLOTTE OBSERVER
Former Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives Newt Gingrich makes a point to his sup-
porters at the Hilton Hotel in Columbia, South
Carolina, following his victory in the South Car-
olina Republican presidential primary, Saturday.

the New Hampshire primary earlier in the
month. Before that, he was a close runner-up
behind former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum
in lowa caucuses where the vote count was so
confused that he was originally announced the
victor.

Despite his loss on Saturday, Romney re-
mains the contender with the largest and best-
funded organization. “Three states in now, we
got 47 more to go,” he said, adding he was look-
ing forward to the rest.

For all the political momentum gained in
South Carolina, Gingrich made it immediately
obvious that he is short on funds. He urged sup-
porters via Tweet Saturday night to donate
money, and then announced the name of his
campaign website while making a nationally tel-
evised victory speech.

With their comments, both Romney and

Gingrich indicated the race was a two-way com-
petition, likely to go into the spring if not longer.

Santorum had other ideas.

“We're going to Florida and beyond,” he said.
As he did in a pair of debates in South Carolina,
he criticized both Gingrich — calling him a
“very high-risk candidate” — and Romney,
whom he called a moderate ill-suited to appeal
to conservative voters.

Texas Rep. Ron Paul, the fourth contender,
has already said he will skip Florida and focus
on Nevada and other caucus states.

Gingrich won South Carolina despite being
outspent. But in addition to the prohibitive cost
of campaigning in Florida, a long-term shortage
of funds can cripple efforts to compete in the
fast-paced series of primaries and caucuses
ahead.

Aides say the former speaker raised $9 mil-
lion in the final quarter of 2011.

Romney has reported taking in $24 million
over the same period.

In addition, both men are supported by out-
side groups that have paid for millions in televi-
sion advertising. So far, though, Romney’s has
spent more, and to greater evident effect.

When Gingrich surged in the polls two
weeks before the lowa caucuses, Restore Our
Future responded with hard-hitting ads that
knocked the former speaker off-stride and pro-
tected Romney’s standing.

Gingrich lacked the funds to respond effec-
tively, lashed out angrily, and sank to a poor
fourth place finish. He did not begin to recover
until the final days of the race in South Carolina,
when he was aided by Romney’s missteps,
Texas Gov. Rick Perry’s mid-week withdrawal
and endorsement, and his own strong debate
performances.

Also in the interim, Gingrich supporters said
that casino magnate Sheldon Adelson had writ-
ten a $5 million check to an outside group set
up to help the former speaker.

Giffords Resigns From House Of Representatives

BY BOB CHRISTIE
Associated Press

PHOENIX — In part, the short
video has the feel of a campaign
ad: the strains of soft music, the
iconic snapshots of rugged Arizona
desert, the candidate earnestly en-
gaged with her constituents.

Interspersed with the slick
montage of photos and sound,
though, is a video close-up of Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords gazing directly at
the camera, offering not a cam-
paign promise but a goodbye, a
thank-you message to her support-
ers in a voice that is both firm and
halting.

“I have more work to do on my
recovery,” the congresswoman
says at the end of the two-minute-
long “A Message from Gabby,” ap-
pearing to strain with all of her will
to communicate. “So to do what’s
best for Arizona, I will step down
this week.”

Arizonans had to know in their
hearts that this day was coming.

A bullet to the brain, from
point-blank range, is a nearly im-
possible obstacle to overcome,
even for a congresswoman known
for pluckiness and fight. Giffords
seemed to accept that reality in
the video announcing her resigna-
tion from Congress, which also in-
cluded a promise to return one day
to her mission to help Arizonans.

The clip, posted to YouTube
and on her Facebook page, pastes
together 13 sentences into a fluid

announcement. Gif-

fords wears a
bright red jacket
eerily similar to
the one she was
wearing a year ago
when she was
nearly assassi-
nated. She looks
straight into the
camera, almost
begging the viewer

Giffords

to listen.

But the video also includes im-
ages of the 41-year-old struggling
at rehab and walking along a leafy
street with husband Mark Kelly
with an obvious limp. And Giffords
acknowledges that, at least for
now, she isn’t up to taking on a re-
election challenge.

The announcement sets off not
one but two elections cycles to re-
place her. The first will be a special
primary election that Gov. Jan
Brewer must call sometime in
April, with a general election in
June to fill out the remainder of
Giffords’ term.

The second cycle will concern
the regular full two-year term, with
the primary scheduled for August
and the general election in Novem-
ber.

In between, the 8th Congres-
sional District that Giffords cur-
rently represents will change
under redistricting. It will become
the 2nd Congressional District.

“We've got someone that’s
going to move in, hold that seat for

the remainder of her (term,) and
then we’ll have people out there —
probably at the same time — run-
ning for that seat ... with different
lines,” Gov. Jan Brewer said Sun-
day. “So it will confuse some peo-
ple.”

Brewer said she spoke with
Kelly before the announcement
and understood the decision. “...As
her husband said, they have sat,
and they have discussed this, and
that it would be the best thing for
her and for her recovery,” Brewer
said. “And I indicated on the tele-
phone with him that knowing
Gabby and what she has accom-
plished in this last year in her re-
covery, who knows what’s going to
happen in the next two years.”

The announcement came just
over a year after a gunman opened
fire at Jan. 8, 2011, meeting with
constituents in front of a Tucson
grocery store. Six people were
killed, and Giffords and 12 others
wounded.

At the time, the Democrat had
just eked out a razor-thin victory
against a tea party candidate in
her conservative-leaning district.
She won a third term with less
than 1 percent margin.

Many in Arizona believed she
would be handed an easy victory if
she chose to seek another term
this year. But Giffords elected not
to try.

“A lot has happened over the
past year. We cannot change that,”
she said.

For days after the shooting, it
was touch and go. A huge memo-
rial grew in front of the Tucson
hospital where she was fighting for
her life.

Then, almost miraculously, just
two weeks after she was shot, she
was whisked off in a jet to a reha-
bilitation hospital in her astronaut
husband’s hometown of Houston.

Months of rehab began, with
Giffords struggling to learn how to
walk and talk again. Just over four
months after she was shot, she
flew to Florida to watch Kelly, an
astronaut, pilot the nation’s next-
to-last space shuttle mission.

But she remained out of view.

Slowly, in carefully choreo-
graphed bits, she began to emerge.
The first photos in June. Her sur-
prise August appearance in Con-
gress to vote to raise the federal
debt limit. The first halting TV
shots, just a few words at a time,
then a more complex recording re-
leased in November.

Sunday’s recording was
slightly more elaborate, but it was
not a campaign Q&A or an ap-
pearance before a tough inter-
viewer.

She’s clearly not yet ready for
another run for Congress. But she
said in Sunday’s video that she’s
not done yet.

“I'm getting better. Every day
my spirit is high. [ will return, and
we will work together for Arizona
and this great country,” she said.
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sound, the opportunities are limit-
less in the classroom.

“The kids can touch on it to
write, they can use pens, fingers —
it is completely interactive,”
Hansen said. “There is interactive
stuff inside where, when the kids
are working with their letters [ can
set it so that when they write an
‘a,’ the board will say ‘A, ah.” The
Smart Board talks back. I can use
the internal recording or I can even
record my voice. So when the kids
touch the letter or number, it talks
back to them. There are all kinds of
things. We can use it as a video
player. When we had Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, we used it to watch
some of the ‘I have a dream’
speech.”

Hansen said that even though
she had used a Smart Board be-
fore, she is still learning everything
it can do.

“l'am still learning because they
are updated all the time,” she said.
“So I am going to do some training
in Sioux Falls this summer. [ use it
every day for all the classes.”

The board’s abilities have en-
couraged the kids to explore their
surroundings more.

“The kids like it and are getting
used to working with it more,”
Hansen said. “When you first touch
it, it is kind of hard, because if you
lay your hand down, it won't write.
So they are learning how to use it.
For my younger kids who have a
hard time holding a pencil, you can
write with a tennis ball, you can
write with a pointer that looks like
a finger, so even for my younger
kids who don’t have that dexterity
yet, they are learning to use small
motor skills.”

Additional options it brings to
the classroom are tied directly to
how accessible the board makes
outside resources.

“I can use the Internet to teach
because the Smart Board is con-
nected to the Internet,” Hansen

said. “For example, when we stud-
ied Jonah and the whale, we did a
search and were able to find videos
on the Internet they were able to
watch. There are different maps
and games where they can move
things with their fingers. There is
just fun stuff. It is good for eye-
hand coordination.”

Hansen said the students are in-
trigued with the Smart Board.

“They cannot figure out how I
can change the colors without
them knowing it, so one child will
go write the letter ‘O’ and it will
come out blue and the next will
write and it will be red,” she said.

While the Calvary Kids Pre-
school is only in its second year,
the options at the school and at-
tendance are growing quickly.

“Right now, our junior kinder-
garten is full; we went from 14 stu-
dents last year to 36 students this
year,” Hansen said. “We have a
very strong curriculum. Our junior
kindergarten students are actually
taking books home and reading to
their parents each week and doing
addition.”

She added that the school is
holding a preschool round-up Feb.
89 and that registrations for next
year are currently being accepted.

“Kids can come and visit our
classroom and try out preschool
for an hour,” Hansen said. “We are
inviting anyone who has a 2-, 3-, or
4-year-old child who would like to
come to come at 9:30 a.m. that

morning and try it out. We do ask
that (their parents) make a reser-
vation because we are going to do
crafts and have a snack, and [ need
to know how many to prepare.”
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Beautlful Baby Contest 2012

If you or someone you know has a beautiful child, we would love to
include them in our feature and they might even have a chance to
win prizes from local businesses and a framed winners print!

To enter, simply log online by going to:

| http://play2win.upickem.net/

Register to submit your photos: 1 entry per email address
Upload your photo to one of the following categories:
0-6 months ¢ 7-12 months ¢ 13 months-2 years ¢ 3-4 years

Attention Parents, Grandparents, Aunts,
Uncles, Godparents and Friends!

We are featuring our annual

Beautiful Baby Contest

In print and online on
Wednesday, February 22, 2012

Only this time our online readers
will determine the winners!
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It's not just o body shop, ith...
0D D Joy
4
0 Body Shop o)
\{ 2806 Fox Run Pkwy 2 Y
Yankton, SD 57078 = 665-3929

We guarantee that everything we do is done in a professional and
hassle-free manner. We don't see our customers as customers.
We see them as our friends. Stop by and see John at Justra's Body Shop
for all your auto body and paint needs.

= Paintless Dent Repair = Insurance Work = Frame Straightening
= Restoration Work = Glass Installation = Lifetime Paint Warranty

You have until February 3rd to submit your photos. They will then be
voted on by the public. You can help promote your child to win
through Facebook and email! People will be able to vote once per day
per registered email address. Voting will take place from February
4th-19th. Winning photos will be published in the Yankton Daily Press
& Dakotan on February 22nd. First place winners will receive a
framed winners print and gift certificates to local businesses.

Employees and family members of Yankton Media Inc. and any of its

subsidiaries are ineligible to win. Your online submission authorizes

the publication of this photo in this contest in print and online at

http://www.yankton.net and http://play2win.upickem.net

If you have any questions please email us at classifieds@yankton.net and we will help you with your
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