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Dear Tom and Ray:
My 88-year-old mother has a 2005 Buick

LaCrosse with 15,000 miles on it. It only gets
driven to the grocery store, hair salon and
church. But that has been the case for all six
years she’s owned it. Now, in the past three
months, three new batteries have gone stone-
cold dead after four to six weeks! The Buick
service department says the problem is ”She
doesn’t drive it enough!” Heck! For nearly six
years, she ”didn’t drive it enough,” and it
used the same battery! I can’t get them to tell
me why it apparently is sucking the life out of
the batteries now. Any ideas? -- Gary

RAY: Well, I agree with you, Gary. If the
problem were that she didn’t drive it enough,
why did she have no problem with the bat-
tery for the first six years?

TOM: There are two possibilities. One is
that something inside the car is draining the
batteries. It could be a faulty alarm system,
dome light or some other electric accessory.

RAY: The dealer should be able to figure
that out by putting an ammeter on the car
when it’s shut off and seeing if there’s a cur-
rent drain.

TOM: But I think the more likely problem
is that her charging system isn’t working.

RAY: Here’s the scenario: She drives the
car a few times a week. Normally, that’s
enough to recharge the battery. But at some
point, the alternator starts to underperform.

TOM: Without the battery recharging
properly, in the course of a few weeks or a
month, the battery runs down and dies. So
she takes it in. They don’t test the system rig-
orously enough, and just sell her a new
battery.

RAY: At first, everything seems fine, but
the new battery isn’t being sufficiently
recharged either. So it lasts for a month or so,

and then it dies. This process is repeated
three times, until you realize that the guys at
this particular service department are com-
plete knuckle-scrapers and you go some-
where else.

TOM: Where, hopefully, they do a thor-
ough test of the charging system, figure out
what’s wrong with it and replace the alterna-
tor or whatever else needs to be replaced.

RAY: And if you end up needing another
new battery, it’s perfectly reasonable for you
to go back to the original dealership, explain
to them that they missed the problem with
the charging system and ask them to reim-
burse you for the battery or three they sold
you. Good luck, Gary.

If it ain’t broke, you won’t have to fix it!
Order Tom and Ray’s pamphlet ”Ten Ways
You May Be Ruining Your Car Without Even
Knowing It!” Send $4.75 (check or money
order) to Ruin, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL
32853-6475.

Get more Click and Clack in their new book, ”Ask Click
and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.” Got a question about
cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of this newspaper, or
email them by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com.

CAR TALK
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

Why Is Car Going Through Batteries So Fast

BY TED KOOSER 
U.S. POET LAUREATE, 2004-2006

Nothing brings a poem to life more quickly than the sense of
smell, and Candace Black, who lives in Minnesota, gets hold of us
immediately, in this poem about change, by putting us next to a
dumpster.

MR. D SHOPS AT FAUSTO’S FOOD PALACE
For years he lived close enough to smell

chicken and bananas rotting
in the trash bins, to surprise a cashier on break
smoking something suspicious when he walked

out the back gate. Did they have an account?
He can’t remember. Probably so, for all the milk

a large family went through, the last-minute
ingredients delivered by a smirking bag boy.

He liked to go himself, the parking lot’s
radiant heat erased once he got past the sweating

glass door, to troll the icy aisles in his slippers.
This was before high-end labels took over

shelf space, before baloney changed
its name to mortadella, before water

came in flavors, before fish
got flown in from somewhere else.
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Casa Marina, RopeWalk Press, 2010. Reprinted by permission of Candace Black and the
publisher. Introduction copyright ©2012 by The Poetry Foundation. The introduction's au-
thor, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of
Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts.
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 From Slippers  To 
 Outdoor Wear, We 

 Have The Sheepskin 
 For Your Feet

 Boston Shoes to Boots

 ON
 SALE!

 Idle Hour Theatre

 Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM
 Students  $ 2.00    Adults  $ 5.00

 JANUARY 27, 28, 29

 Tripp, SD

 SHERLOCK HOLMES

 Outback
 Serving from Menu 

 5:30-8:00

 VFW  Post 791
 209 Cedar

 Karaoke with Papa Ray
 7-11pm

 6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
 $1.50

 5-7pm – Hamburger/
 Pizza Burger & Fries  $5.00

 Thursday

 Ribs 
 or Menu  Serving 5:30-8:00

 Bing o  Wed. at 7:00pm
 Sunday at 6:30pm

 Happy Hou r  M-F 4:30-7:30

 Friday

 Saturday 

 Chislic Served Last 
 Wednesday of Each Month

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 Wednesday & Sunday
 5-7pm 

 Cooks Choice 

 Joe’s 
 Substation

 Rural Lesterville • 605-364-7414

 Don’t Miss Our
 All-You-Can-Eat 

 Broasted Chicken 
 & Pollock Buffet

 With Salad Bar

 Every 
 Wednesday 

 5 to 9pm

 Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

 1-402-388-2400
 www.theargohotel.com
 email: argo@gpcom.net   CROFTON, NE

 The  Argo

 ining,  W Roman
 Dancing, 
 Dining, 
 ...And Great 

 Service Too!

 are all 
 available 

 at the...

 OHIYA BINGO
 Bingo Will Only Be On 

 Thursday & Friday Nights
 Warm-Ups 6:00pm/Reg. Session 6:30pm

 SATURDAY, JANUARY  28TH
 $500 In Total Cash Drawings

 $25 Drawings Every 15 Minutes 7:15 to Midnight

 OHIYA RESTAURANT
 January 28th Dinner Buffet

 Mexican Buffet $10.00 

 Nebraska’s First Casino
 5 miles east of Niobrara, 
 NE off Hwy. 12 •  402-857-3860 
 www.ohiyacasino.com
 Owned and Operated 
 by The Santee Sioux Nation  Management has the right to make

  changes at any given time.

 Beginning January 30, 2012 Ohiya Casino 
 & Bingo will no longer be taking phone 
 orders for food to go. You can still order 
 food to go from the restaurant or snack bar 
 window. Sorry for any inconvenience that 
 this may cause. 

 Ohiya Casino Management

 SOUP KITCHEN SOUP KITCHEN SOUP KITCHEN
 Riverview Reformed Church

 1700 Burleigh, Yankton
 Thursday, January 26th • 4:30-7pm
 Serving Chicken Dumpling, Ham & Bean, Chili, 

 BBQ Pork Sandwiches,  Pies & Desserts

 2 Serving Lines!

 EVERYONE WELCOME!

 Annual Passes:   
 Individual Adult* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $495.95
 Individual + 1 Fam. member *# . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $620.95
 Individual + 2 Fam. members*# . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $694.32
 Individual + 3 Fam. members*# . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $727.39
 Limited Play Mon.-Fri. (excludes weekdays that are holidays) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $385.74
 College (Full Time students up to age 24) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175.00
 HS or Younger (grades 12 or lower during academic year) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125.00
 *Adults 19 or older, NOT meeting college requirements. # Immediate family includes father/husband 
 mother/wife & children age 18 or under or meeting college requirements.

 Golf Cart Rentals:    Person, per seat, 9 Holes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.25
 Person, per seat, 18 Holes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.25
 Trail Fees Privately Owned Carts:

   Daily . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
 Annual Primary Owner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $146.06
 Cart Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $333.31
 (Cart storage fee includes gas/elec. for ONLY your golf cart and annual primary 
 owner trail fees. Annual Trail Fee and Golf Pass MANDATORY for Cart Storage)
 Annual Golf Cart Rental:   
 Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $329.60
 Individual + 1 Family Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $525.30

 CLIP & SAVE  (Most Rates The Same or LOWER Than 2011!)
   Fox Run Golf Course 2012 Rates

 Green Fees:                                               9 Holes                               18 H oles
 Monday-Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21.25
 Saturday, Sunday, Holidays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.25
 Seniors  (includes Cart)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
 (60 & Over, M-F a.m. only, excludes holidays)

 Weekends After 4p.m. Saturday & Sunday ONLY
 Family  Green Fees:  $6 /person/9 holes  Cart Fees  $5 /person/9 Holes

 Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cart/Unlimited Play  $25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cart/9 Holes  $20
 Junior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 Holes  $10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 Holes  $15
 Driving Range Passes:
 HS/Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00   (was $90 in 2011)
 College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $75.00   (was $110 in 2011)
 Adult Single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $100.00   (was $150 in 2011)
 Adult +1 Family Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $150.00   (was $200 in 2011)
 Adult +2 Family Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $200.00 (was $230 in 2011)
 Each addt’l family member over 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $20.00  (was $30 in 2011)

 ($80 for each addt’l famly member beyond 1)

 For complete information please 
 visit www.cityofyankton.org 

 or call 668-5205

 CJ’s At The Lak e
 CJatthelake.com  for menu’s, events & bands  • 402-388-4267 
 Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

 SAVE ON YOUR WALLET – OPEN EVERY DAY!

 BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SUNDAY 8AM
 SUNDAY NITE:  3 Piece Chicken & Salad Bar ONLY  $8.95
 MONDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar   $12.95
 TUESDAY:  Taco   99¢
 WEDNESDAY:  14 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar  $12.95
 THURSDAY:  Hamburgers  $1.00
 FRIDAY:  All You Can Eat Walleye & Grilled Shrimp ONLY  $13.95
 SAT.:  All You Can Eat Baby Back Ribs OR Prime Rib ONLY  $13.95

 Out On 
 The Town

JEFFREY WERTS
Navy E1 Airman Recruit Jef-

frey Werts graduated from basic
military training at Recruit Train-
ing Command Great Lake Naval
Base, Great Lakes, Ill.

The recruit completed an in-
tensive, eight-week program that
included training in military dis-
cipline and studies, Navy core
values, physical fitness, and
basic warfare principles and
skills.

Navy recruits who complete
basic training earn four college

credits of personal
conditioning and
community health.

Navy E1 Werts
is currently train-
ing to become an
AZ working with
logs and records
for Naval aircraft.

Werts is the
son of Jay and Pat

Werts of Yankton.
He is a 2011 graduate of Yank-

ton High School.

Werts

M I L I TA RY  M I N U T E S

payers in the district. We believe
that can be done.”

The board is proposing using a
combination of funds to bridge the
expected $2.2 million shortfall pro-
jected for the 2012-2013 school
year. Those funds potentially in-
clude:

• using $500,000 of additional
Capital Outlay funds (the district
currently uses $800,000 Capital
Outlay funds to offset general fund
expenditures.);

• using $600,000 of health insur-
ance reserves;

• using approximately $250,000
of unspent budget carryover from
the 2011-2012 budget;

• using the approximately
$700,000 of opt-out funds that
would be available the first year of
the opt-out.

Greeneway said that, if the opt-
out fails, the potential harm to the
district is huge.

“I don’t know how much more
clear we can be about the cuts that
we did last year,” she said. “The
cuts that we did made a huge im-
pact on the school, not just one
school but to the four elemen-
taries, the middle school and the
high school. Any further cuts will
just be more detrimental to that
education system. 

“If the opt-out doesn’t pass, we
have a $2.2 million deficit. We will
have to look to see what we can
pull from reserves. Potentially we
could be looking at $1.4 million
worth of cuts if we use the insur-
ance funds and capital outlay
funds like we are proposing. With
85 percent of your budget being
personnel, that would have to be
a pretty strong place to look —
more teacher cuts.”

Following a question-and-an-
swer session among the board
members, three community mem-
bers addressed the board.
Michael Welch stated that he ob-
jected to the tone used by board
member Jay Williams in his com-
ments and warned a negative ap-
proach by the board will
guarantee that the opt-out will fail,
but he offered approval to the
board on the work they have
done.

“I want to congratulate Dr.

Gertsema and Jason (Bietz) for
putting together a potential
budget looking at $1.4 million,”
Welch said. “... (It’s) a two-year
budget, that we fund 50 percent of
the deficit. That appeases the peo-
ple who are paying the taxes, who
are concerned about their prop-
erty taxes. But it also sustains and
supports what we have as a
school district. ... We went from
$41 million to about $1.4 million; it
is a huge deal. I want to thank you
for your efforts to do that.”

Yankton resident Rick Althoff
addressed the board and said the
community would not support an
opt-out attempt without a free
flow of communication between
the district and the community.

He added that Gertsema and
the administration have threat-
ened and bullied the community,
and that “the public’s trust has
been violated.”

Althoff suggested the board
“dedicate your energies to remov-
ing the problems before coming to
the community asking for more
money.”

Teacher Paula Weydert re-
butted Althoff, saying that all the
information needed to make an in-
formed decision is readily avail-
able through the district’s
website, in the press and on pub-
lic access television. She defended
the board and Gertsema, saying
they have a vision and passion for
the school system that is not seen
in other districts.

During the meeting, the board
also heard a motion put forward
by business manager Bietz to au-
thorize refunding of the series
2009 limited tax general obligation
certificates at a savings of nearly
$150,000 to the district over the
life of the certificates. 

Bietz explained that because
interest rates are at an all-time
low, the district can refinance the
certificates at a savings of more
than 3 percent per year.

The board approved the effort
to refinance the certificates and
approved D.A. Davidson Under-
writing to work to refund the
bonds.

The entire board meeting will
be aired on public access televi-
sion channels 3 and 98 at 9 p.m.
tonight (Tuesday).

All documents used in the
meeting are available on the
school district’s website at
www.ysd.k12.sd.us.
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