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Pakistan: Gunmen Kill 5 female
Teachers And 2 Aid Workers  

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Gunmen on motorcycles sprayed
a van carrying employees from a community center with
bullets Tuesday, killing five female teachers and two aid
workers, but sparing a child they took out of the vehicle be-
fore opening fire.

The director of the group that the seven worked for
says he suspects it may have been the latest in a series of
attacks targeting anti-polio efforts in Pakistan. Some mili-
tants oppose the vaccination campaigns, accusing health
workers of acting as spies for the U.S. and alleging the
vaccine is intended to make Muslim children sterile.

Last month, nine people working on an anti-polio vacci-
nation campaign were shot and killed. Four of those shoot-
ings were in the northwest where Tuesday’s attack took
place.

The attack was another reminder of the risks to women
educators and aid workers from Islamic militants who op-
pose their work. It was in the same conservative province
where militants shot and seriously wounded 15-year-old
Malala Yousufzai, an outspoken young activist for girls’ ed-
ucation, in October.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the
latest shootings.

Pennsylvania Gov. May File Federal
Lawsuit Over Penn State Sanctions

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — Gov. Tom Corbett said
Tuesday he plans to sue the NCAA in federal court over
sanctions imposed against Penn State in the wake of the
Jerry Sandusky child sexual abuse scandal.

The Republican governor scheduled a news confer-
ence for Wednesday on Penn State’s campus in State Col-
lege to announce the filing in U.S. District Court in
Harrisburg.

The sanctions, agreed to by the university in July, in-
cluded a $60 million fine that would be used nationally to fi-
nance child abuse prevention grants. State and federal
lawmakers have raised objections to the money being
spent outside Pennsylvania.

A message seeking comment on the expected lawsuit
was left with the NCAA on Tuesday.

Last month, a Pennsylvania congressman said he was
unhappy with how the NCAA responded to a request from
the state’s U.S. House delegation that the whole $60 mil-
lion in Penn State fines be distributed to causes within the
state.

Stampede After Fireworks Show
Kills 61, Injures 200 In Ivory Coast

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — A crowd stampeded
after leaving a New Year’s fireworks show early Tuesday in
Ivory Coast’s main city, killing 61 people — many of them
children and teenagers — and injuring more than 200, res-
cue workers said.

Thousands had gathered at the Felix Houphouet
Boigny Stadium in Abidjan’s Plateau district to see the fire-
works. It was only the second New Year’s Eve fireworks
display since peace returned to this West African nation
after a bloody upheaval over presidential elections put the
nation on the brink of civil war and turned this city into a
battle zone.

With 2013 showing greater promise, people were in the
mood to celebrate on New Year’s Eve. Families brought
children and they watched the rockets burst in the night-
time sky. But only an hour into the new year, as the crowds
poured onto the Boulevard de la Republic after the show,
something caused a stampede, said Col. Issa Sako of the
fire department rescue team. How so many deaths oc-
curred on the broad boulevard and how the tragedy started
is likely to be the subject of an investigation.

Many of the younger ones in the crowd went down,
trampled underfoot. Most of those killed were between 8
and 15 years old

“The flood of people leaving the stadium became a
stampede which led to the deaths of more than 60 and in-
jured more than 200,” Sako told Ivory Coast state TV.

Clashes Shut Down Aleppo Airport
In Syria, Hit Near Damascus

BEIRUT (AP) — Clashes between government troops
and rebels on Tuesday forced the international airport in
Aleppo to stop all flights in and out of Syria’s largest city,
while fierce battles also raged in the suburbs of the capital
Damascus.

The rebels have been making inroad in the civil war re-
cently, capturing a string of military bases and posing a stiff
challenge to the regime in Syria’s two major cities — Dam-
ascus and Aleppo.

The opposition trying to overthrow authoritarian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad has been fighting for control of Aleppo
since the summer, and they have captured large swathes
of territory in Aleppo province west and north of the city up
to the Turkish border.

In the past few weeks, the rebels have stepped up their
attacks on airports around Aleppo province, trying to chip
away at the government’s air power, which poses the
biggest obstacle to their advances.

The air force has been bombing and strafing rebel posi-
tions and attacking towns under opposition control for
months. But the rebels have no planes or effective anti-air-
craft weapons to counter the attacks.

Sandy Hook Parents, Teachers And
Students Brace For Return To School 

NEWTOWN, Conn. (AP) — Since escaping a gun-
man’s rampage at their elementary school, the 8-year-old
Connors triplets have suffered nightmares, jumped at
noises and clung to their parents a little more than usual.

Now parents like David Connors are bracing to send
their children back to school, nearly three weeks after the
shooting rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown. It won’t be easy — for the parents or the chil-
dren, who heard the gunshots that killed 20 of their class-
mates and six educators.

“I’m nervous about it,” Connors said. “It’s unchartered
waters for us. I know it’s going to be difficult.”

Classes are starting Thursday at a repurposed school
in the neighboring town of Monroe, where the students’
desks have been taken along with backpacks and other
belongings that were left behind in the chaos following the
shooting on Dec. 14. Families have been coming in to see
the new school, and an open house is scheduled for
Wednesday.

An army of workers has been getting the school ready,
painting, moving furniture and even raising the floors in the
bathrooms of the former middle school so the smaller ele-
mentary school students can reach the toilets.

BY PAUL WISEMAN AND CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER
AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON — Even if U.S. lawmakers prevent
the worst of the so-called fiscal cliff, the brinksman-
ship in Washington over taxes and spending is likely
to continue damaging the fragile economy well into
2013.

A months-long political standoff over fiscal policy
has already taken its toll, adding uncertainty that has
discouraged consumers from spending and busi-
nesses from hiring and investing.

The squabbling seems sure to persist even if the
House of Representatives goes along with a partial fix
passed by the Senate in the early hours of Jan. 1.
Under that plan, taxes will rise on individual incomes
over $400,000 and household incomes over $450,000
and on the portion of estates that exceeds $5 million.
The House is expected to vote Tuesday or Wednes-
day.

But lawmakers appear to have postponed tough
decisions on government spending, giving themselves
a reprieve from cuts that were scheduled to begin tak-
ing effect automatically Jan. 1. That just sets the stage

for more hard-bargaining later.
And another standoff is likely to arrive as early as

February when Congress will need to raise the $16.4
trillion federal borrowing limit so the government can
keep paying its bills. House Republicans probably
won’t agree to raise the debt limit without offsetting
spending cuts that Democrats are sure to resist.

“Even if they cut some small deal, the process and
what is left undone still means there’s a lot of uncer-
tainty,” says Stuart Hoffman, chief economist at PNC
Financial Services Group. 

After Jan. 1, asks Ethan Harris, co-head of global
economics at Bank of America Merrill Lynch, “what in-
duces the two sides to stop fighting and start compro-
mising? ... We’re kind of in the first act of a three-act
play,” Harris says. “One of the key messages from the
cliff is that this stuff just doesn’t get resolved quickly.”

The fiscal cliff itself was created to force Democ-
rats and Republicans to compromise. 

To end a 2011 standoff over raising the federal
debt limit, they agreed to a Jan. 1, 2013 deadline to
reach a deal over taxes and spending. If they didn’t,
more than $500 billion in 2013 tax increases would
begin to take effect, along with $109 billion in cuts

from the military and domestic spending programs.
The sharp tax hikes and spending cut would threaten
to send the economy over the cliff and back into re-
cession. 

But negotiations to avert catastrophe have high-
lighted once again how far apart the two parties are
on taxes (Republicans don’t want to raise them) and
spending (Democrats are reluctant to cut government
programs). 

“We’re learning about how deep the impasse is,”
Harris says. “Both sides have decided that they were
willing to go to the last minute.”

Political gridlock has been rattling financial mar-
kets and shaking consumer and business confidence
the past two years.

After a fight over raising the debt limit last year,
the credit rating agency Standard & Poor’s yanked the
U.S. government’s blue-chip AAA bond rating because
it feared that America’s dysfunctional political system
couldn’t deliver a credible plan to reduce the federal
government’s debt. S&P cited an overabundance of
“political brinksmanship” and warned that “the differ-
ences between political parties have proven to be ex-
traordinarily difficult to bridge.”
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A dancer with the “Wonderful Indonesia” float entertains the crowd during the 124th Rose Parade
in Pasadena, Calif., on Tuesday. The 124th Rose Parade kicked off on a chilly New Year’s morning
with the theme “Oh the Places You’ll Go!” named in honor of the Dr. Seuss book. There were an
estimated 700,000 spectators. 

Fiscal Cliff

Politics Still Threatens Economy
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton continues to recover
in a New York hospital where she’s being
treated for a blood clot in her head. 

Her doctors say blood thinners are being
used to dissolve the clot and they are confi-
dent she will make a full recovery. Clinton
didn’t suffer a stroke or neurological damage
from the clot that formed after she suffered
a concussion during a fainting spell at her
home in early December, doctors said in a
statement Monday.

Clinton, 65, was admitted to New York-
Presbyterian Hospital on Sunday when the
clot turned up on a follow-up exam on the
concussion, Clinton spokesman Phillipe
Reines said. The clot is located in the vein in
the space between the brain and the skull
behind the right ear. She will be released
once the medication dose for the blood thin-
ners has been established, the doctors said.

In their statement, Dr. Lisa Bardack of the
Mount Kisco Medical Group and Dr. Gigi El-
Bayoumi of George Washington University
said Clinton was making excellent progress
and was in good spirits.

Clinton’s complication “certainly isn’t the
most common thing to happen after a con-
cussion” and is one of the few types of blood
clots in the skull or head that are treated

with blood thinners, said Dr.
Larry Goldstein, a neurologist
who is director of Duke Uni-
versity’s stroke center. He is
not involved in Clinton’s care.

The area where Clinton’s
clot developed is “a drainage
channel, the equivalent of a
big vein inside the skull. It’s
how the blood gets back to
the heart,” Goldstein said.

Blood thinners usually are enough to
treat the clot and it should have no long-
term consequences if her doctors are saying
she has suffered no neurological damage
from it, Goldstein said.

Clinton returned to the U.S. from a trip to
Europe, then fell ill with a stomach virus in
early December that left her severely dehy-
drated and forced her to cancel a trip to
North Africa and the Middle East. Until then,
she had canceled only two scheduled over-
seas trips, one to Europe after breaking her
elbow in June 2009 and one to Asia after the
February 2010 earthquake in Haiti.

Her condition worsened when she
fainted, fell and suffered a concussion while
at home alone in mid-December as she re-
covered from the virus.

COMINGUPROSES

Hillary Clinton Receiving Blood
Thinners To Dissolve Clot

Clinton

step closer to comprehensive tax reform that
will help strengthen our economy and create
more and higher paychecks for American work-
ers,” said Rep. Dave Camp of Michigan, chair-
man of the tax-writing House Ways and Means
Committee. 

He urged a vote for passage to “get us one
step closer to tax reform in 2013” as well as at-
tempts to control spending.

House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi also
said the legislation included “permanent tax re-
lief for the middle class,” and she summoned
lawmakers to provide bipartisan support as
the Senate did.

The bill would also prevent an expiration of
extended unemployment benefits for an esti-
mated two million jobless, block a 27 percent
cut in fees for doctors who treat Medicare pa-
tients, stop a $900 pay increase for lawmakers
from taking effect in March and head off a
threatened spike in milk prices.

It would stop $24 billion in across-the-board
spending cuts set to take effect over the next
two months, although only about half of that
total would be offset with savings elsewhere in
the budget.

The economic as well as political stakes
were considerable.

Economists have warned that without ac-
tion by Congress, the tax increases and spend-
ing cuts that technically took effect with the
turn of the new year at midnight could send
the economy into recession.

Even with enactment of the legislation,
taxes are on the rise for millions. 

A 2 percentage point temporary cut in the
Social Security payroll tax, originally enacted
two years ago to stimulate the economy, expired
with the end of 2012. Neither Obama nor Repub-
licans made a significant effort to extend it.

House Republicans spent much of the day
struggling to escape a political corner they

found themselves in.
“I personally hate it,” Rep. John Campbell of

California, said of the measure, giving voice to the
concern of many Republicans that it did little or
nothing to cut spending.

“The speaker the day after the election said
we would give on taxes and we have. But we
wanted spending cuts. This bill has spending in-
creases. Are you kidding me? So we get tax in-
creases and spending increases? Come on.”

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor told re-
porters at one point, “I do not support the bill. We
are looking, though, for the best path forward.” 

Within hours, Republicans abandoned de-
mands for changes and agreed to a simple yes-or-
no vote on the Senate-passed bill. 

They feared that otherwise the Senate would
refuse to consider any alterations, sending the bill
into limbo and saddling Republicans with the
blame for a whopping middle class tax increase.
One Senate Democratic leadership aide said Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid would “absolutely not
take up the bill” if the House changed it. The aide
spoke on condition of anonymity, citing a require-
ment to keep internal deliberations private.

Despite Cantor’s remarks, Speaker John
Boehner took no public position on the bill as he
sought to negotiate a conclusion to the final crisis
of a two-year term full of them.

The brief insurrection wasn’t the first time
that the tea party-infused House Republican ma-
jority has rebelled against the party establish-
ment since the GOP took control of the chamber
24 months ago. But with the two-year term set to
end Thursday at noon, it was likely the last. And
as was true in earlier cases of a threatened default
and government shutdown, the brinkmanship
came on a matter of economic urgency, leaving
the party open to a public backlash if tax in-
creases do take effect on tens of millions.

The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office
said the measure would add nearly $4 trillion over
a decade to federal deficits, a calculation that as-
sumed taxes would otherwise have risen on tax-
payers at all income levels. There was little or no
evident concern among Republicans on that
point, presumably because of their belief that tax
cuts pay for themselves by expanding economic
growth and do not cause deficits to rise.
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