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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

The 
Electric 
Company

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Need to 
Know 
(N) Å

McLaugh-
lin Group 
(N)

Market to 
Market Å

Statehouse Dakota 
Life

BBC World 
News

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley Å

America’s 
Heartland

The Barnes Collec-
tion -- PBS Arts (In 
Stereo) Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Jeff Probst Sh. Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent 1600 1600 Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å News 4 Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

1600 Penn 
Å

1600 Penn 
Å

Dateline NBC (N) (In Stereo) Å KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

According 
to Jim Å

Paid Pro-
gram

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show (N) News ABC News Inside Last Man Malibu Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline My Pillow Inside Back Paid

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show 
Alternatives to pain 
medicine. (N) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight (N)

Undercover Boss 
“Kampgrounds of 
America” (N) Å

CSI: NY “Civilized Lies” 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

Blue Bloods Erin 
questions Mayor Poole. 
(N) Å

News Late Show With David 
Letterman (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(N) (In Stereo) Å

News omg! 
Insider 
(N) Å

Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Be a Mil-
lionaire

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Stereo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Last Man 
Standing 
(N) Å

Malibu 
Country 
(N) Å

Shark Tank A capsule 
that keeps beverages 
hot. (N) Å

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 10 
in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live (In 
Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Sleep Like 
A Baby!

Extra (N) 
Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy KMEG 14 CBS Jeopardy Wheel Undercover Boss CSI: NY (N) Å Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

Steve Harvey Steve 
helps a mom set up her 
daughter. (N)

Anderson Live (In 
Stereo) Å

America’s Funniest 
Home Videos (In Ste-
reo) Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

Kitchen Nightmares 
New York’s Mama 
Maria’s.

Fringe Windmark 
embarks on a revealing 
mission. (N)

The Office 
“The Meet-
ing”

The Office 
“Fun Run”

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

Friends Å Friends Å Baggage 
Å

Maury May/December 
relationship drama. Å

Excused 
Å

Excused 
Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show (N) Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Last Man Malibu Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Paid Dog
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Four Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss CSI: NY (N) Å Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Weather
 KPTH   Jerry Springer Å Maury Å Big Bang Two Men Big Bang Two Men Kitchen Nightmares Fringe (N) Å News 30 Rock Office Office 30 Rock Mother Mother Paid American American
 KSCB  97 S Ade Winston Gospel Drenda Zola Lev. Creflo D. Gospel J. Hagee Parsley Joni L. Celebration Van Impe Franklin FLC Copeland Life To J. Meyer Sound EVO Ventures Celebra
 KSIN  99 , Arthur Martha Wild WordGirl Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Inside Wash Iowa Pr’s Market Great Performances Å Business Keep Up Death in Paradise (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Curious Super Arthur WordGirl Wild Electric PBS NewsHour (N) Hear Train Wash Need Great Performances Å Jazz Time/By Served? (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
››› “Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes” (2011) (In Stereo)

››› “The New World” (2005, Historical Drama) Colin Far-
rell, Christian Bale. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Safe House” (2012) Denzel Washington, 
Ryan Reynolds. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Transit” (2012) Jim Caviezel. 
Premiere. (In Stereo) Å

››› “Rise of the Planet of the Apes” (2011) 
James Franco. (In Stereo) Å

Lewis Black: Black on 
Broadway Å

“Rising 
Sun”

 HBO2 ›› “The Statement” (2003) ››› “Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy” (2011) (In Stereo) Boxing’s Best ›› “The Change-Up” (2011) (In Stereo) › “Ready to Rumble” (2000) (In Stereo) ›› “The Ice Harvest” (2005) Bone 

 MAX   (420)
›› “Sanctum” (2011, Action) Richard Rox-
burgh, Ioan Gruffudd. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Horrible Bosses” (2011) Jason Bateman, 
Charlie Day. (In Stereo) Å

›› “Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows” 
(2011) Robert Downey Jr. Å

Banshee “Pilot” (Series 
Premiere) (N)

Banshee “Pilot” (In 
Stereo) Å

Banshee “Pilot” (In 
Stereo) Å

Co-Ed 
Confid.

›› “The Revenant” (2009) David 
Anders. (In Stereo) Å

 MAX2 ›› “The Whole Nine Yards” › “Dream House” (2011) Å ›› “50 First Dates” (2004) (In Stereo) ›› “Project X” (2012) Å “Baby Dolls Behind Bars” Å ›› “The Ring Two” (2005) Naomi Watts. Sin Diaries 3
 SHOW  18 (435) Source › “The Three Musketeers” (2011) Å ››› “Our Idiot Brother” ›› “The Iron Lady” (2011) Å Billy Gardell Boxing ShoBox: The New Generation. (N) Inside the NFL Å “Reservoir Dogs”
 SHOW2 ›› “Reality Bites” “Lara Croft Tomb Raider: Cradle of Life” Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Californ. Next ›› “The Black Dahlia”
 TMC Tempest ›› “Red” (2010) Bruce Willis. (In Stereo) ›› “The Other Woman” (2009) Å “I Don’t Know How” “My Week With Marilyn” Å ››› “Fair Game” (2010) Naomi Watts. ›› “Piranha” (2010) Å

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I Parking Parking Parking Parking Parking Parking Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Storage Storage Storage Storage Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Duck D. Storage Storage
 AMC  41 V King ››› “The Patriot” (2000, War) Mel Gibson, Heath Ledger. Å ››› “The Fugitive” (1993, Suspense) Harrison Ford. Å ››› “True Lies” (1994, Action) Arnold Schwarzenegger. Å “The Watcher” Å
 ANPL  19 K The Haunted Å Confessions Monsters Inside Me Infested! Å Infested! (In Stereo) Infested! (N) Monsters Inside Me Infested! (In Stereo) Monsters Inside Me Infested! (In Stereo) Infested! Å
 BRAVO  25 W Atlanta Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Atlanta ››› “Scream 3” (2000) David Arquette. Premiere. ››› “Scream 3” (2000, Horror) David Arquette. › “Abandon”
 CMTV  38 Ω Rose. Rose. Rose. Rose. Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba ›› “Rumor Has It...” (2005, Comedy) ›› “Rumor Has It...” (2005) Jennifer Aniston. Cribs Cribs Cribs
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Options Money in Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report Millions Millions Crime Inc. American Greed Mad Money Crime Inc. American Greed Paid Smile
 CNN  33 Q The Situation Room (N) E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Anderson Cooper E. B. OutFront
 COM  45 ≠ Futurama Futurama Futurama Sunny South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Jeff Dunham: Spark of Insanity G. Iglesias: Fluffy Kevin Hart: Grown Daniel Tosh: Happy Patrice O’Ne. Katt
 CSPAN  49 1 Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today Politics & Public Policy Today
 DISC  34 L Bering Sea Gold Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush Å Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å
 DISN  64 D Austin Dog Dog Dog Good Jessie ANT Jessie ANT Jessie Phineas Gravity Dog Good Jessie ANT ANT Austin Good Jessie Phineas Zenon
 DISXD  65 (103) Young Kings ››› “Meet the Robinsons” (2007) Movie Buttowski Zeke Zeke Zeke Phineas Phineas Kings Suite Life Kickin’ It Deck Phineas Buttowski Fish Kid
 E!TV  51 Æ Miami Miami Miami Miami Love You The Soup E! News (N) Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City E Special Fashion Police (N) Chelsea E! News Chelsea Fashion Police Chelsea Love You
 ENC   (480) ItCould “City Slickers II-Curly’s Gold” ›› “Gnomeo and Juliet” ›› “Cars 2” (2011) (In Stereo) Å ››› “Finding Nemo” (2003) ›› “Man of the House” Å ›› “The Jerk” (1979) Steve Martin. Å
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å NBA NBA Basketball Chicago Bulls at New York Knicks. NBA Basketball: Thunder at Lakers SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 Numbers Le Ba NFL32 (N) Å SportsNation (N) NFL Kickoff (N) (Live) Å Boxing To Be Announced SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) NBA NFL Live (N) Å NBA
 EWTN  74 ± Catholic Cross Truth in Family Church Hidden Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus Rosary Bloodmoney Mary Women Daily Mass Life on the Rock Campus Defend
 FAM  62 H ’70s ’70s ’70s ’70s Switched at Birth ›› “RV” (2006) Robin Williams. ›› “The Pacifier” (2005) Vin Diesel. The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Paid Paid P90X! Paid
 FX  23 X Mother Mother Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men ››› “The Other Guys” (2010) Will Ferrell. ››› “The Other Guys” (2010) Will Ferrell. › “Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo” (1999) “Deuce Bigalow”
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report FOX Report The O’Reilly Factor Hannity (N) Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor Hannity Greta Van Susteren The Five
 FOXSP  35 ; The Movement Action Sports Blading Cup 2012 Gopher Wolves NBA Basketball: Timberwolves at Hornets Wolves Wolves Gopher Blading Cup 2012 NBA Basketball Gopher
 GOLF  55 (310) PGA Tour Golf Sony Open in Hawaii, First Round. Golf PGA Tour Golf Sony Open in Hawaii, Second Round. From Honolulu. (N) Central PGA Tour Golf Sony Open in Hawaii, Second Round. From Honolulu. Central
 HALL  22 A Golden Golden Golden Golden Brady Brady Brady Brady “The Seven Year Hitch” (2012) Å Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Golden Golden Golden Golden Cheers Cheers
 HGTV  54 B Income Income Property Property HGTV Dream Home Hunt Intl Hunt Intl RV 2013 Å Retro Roadhomes Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Retro Roadhomes Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl
 HIST  46 O Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Movin’ On Naked City Cross Cross Hopalong McCoys Campbell Ozzie Highway to Heaven The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad
 KWSD  12 . The Wild, Wild West Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Be Jeannie Mary Newhart OddCple Van Dyke Zone Perry Mason Å Kojak Gallery Mission: Impossible
 LIFE  58 = Wife Swap Å Wife Swap Å To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced Teen Trouble “Lexi” To Be Announced To Be Announced To Be Announced Teen Trouble “Lexi”
 MSNBC  66 R Martin Bashir (N) Hardball Matthews PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews The Ed Show (N) Rachel Maddow Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary Documentary
 NICK  32 E Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. “Rags” (2012) Max Schneider. (In Stereo) See Dad Full H’se Nanny Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends George George Lopez Å George
 RFDTV   (131) Wilburn Country AQHA Champ. Farmwk. California Jimmy Porter Family Reunion JoeyRory Reporter TruCoun America Wst. Heritage Paid Paid Del American Wilburn Country
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Veronica Mars Å Veronica Mars Å Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital Young & Restless Days of our Lives General Hospital All My Children All My Children
 SPEED  63 < NASCAR Racing The 10 The 10 Hub The 10 NASCAR Racing Daytona Winter Testing: Drafting. NASCAR Racing Daytona Winter Testing: Drafting.
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Gangland Å Gangland Å Gangland Å Gangland Å ››› “The Shawshank Redemption” (1994) Tim Robbins. (In Stereo) ›› “Rounders” (1998) Matt Damon. Repo Repo Repo
 STARZ “Shanghai Knights” ›› “Freedomland” (2006) (In Stereo) ›› “Think Like a Man” (2012) Å Spartacus: Ven. Spartacus: Ven. Spartacus: Ven. “Texas Chainsaw” ›› “Think Like a Man” Å
 SYFY  44 N “Ghost Storm” (2012) ›› “The Mist” (2007, Horror) Thomas Jane. WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Å Merlin (N) Å Being Human Merlin Å Lost Girl Å The Storm
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends Friends King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Payne Payne Worse Worse › “Norbit” (2007) Eddie Murphy. Å There There ›› “Observe and Report” Foot Fist
 TCM  76 U ››› “Nocturne” ›› “Race Street” (1948) “A Dangerous Profession” ››› “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World” (1963) Å ››› “The Great Race” (1965, Comedy) Tony Curtis. Å “The Psychopath”
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Randy Randy Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Randy Randy Say Yes Say Yes Randy Randy Say Yes Say Yes Randy Randy
 TNT  37 [ The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å The Mentalist Å ››› “Inglourious Basterds” (2009, War) Brad Pitt. Å (DVS) ›› “Edge of Darkness” (2010) Mel Gibson. Å ››› “Face/Off”
 TOON  42 F Adven Adven MAD Annoying Regular Gumball Adven NinjaGo Cartoon Planet King/Hill King/Hill American American Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Squidbill. American American Fam. Guy
 TRAV  24 J Bizarre Foods Food Food Bizarre Foods Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files Ghost Adventures
 TRUTV  52 Ø Disorder in the Disorder in the Cops Cops Wipeout Å Wipeout Å Killer Karaoke (N) Wipeout Å World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Killer Karaoke World’s Dumbest...
 TVFN  56 ? Rachael v. Guy Rachael v. Guy Diners Diners Restaurant: Im. Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din Diners Diners
 TVLND  47 G Griffith Griffith Andy Griffith Show Griffith M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King The King of Queens King Divorced Divorced ’70s
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. Corona de Lágrimas Por Ella Soy Eva (N) Amores Verdaderos Amor Bravío (N) Impacto Noticiero Al Diablo Mar de Amor (N) La Jaula Par Ases
 USA  31 Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU ››› “The 40-Year-Old Virgin” (2005) Steve Carell. Å ››› “Dan in Real Life” (2007) Å CSI: Crime Scene “The Detonator”
 VH1  39 º 40 Greatest Feuds Black Ink Crew Love & Hip Hop Mob Wives Å ›› “Rock Star” (2001) Mark Wahlberg. (In Stereo) Making Mr. Right Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live Saturday Night Live Mob
 WE   > Rose. Rose. Ghost Whisperer Charmed Å Charmed Å ››› “Big” (1988) Tom Hanks, Elizabeth Perkins. ›› “Overboard” (1987) Goldie Hawn, Kurt Russell. Rose. Rose. Rose. Rose.
 WGN  16 2 Walker, Tex. Ranger Law Order: CI Chris Chris Funny Home Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Funny Home Videos Rules Rules 30 Rock Scrubs 30 Rock Sunny
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61. This time, things will be different
— unless they aren’t.

62. Just to be difficult, during the hol-
iday season you will wish people “a
happy Christmas and a merry New
Year.”

63. One day while typing on Twitter,
you’ll be forced to wonder, “Why am I
trending?” 

64. Opposing sides in the National
Hockey League stalemate will come to a
settlement, just in time for the spring
thaw. 

65. The situation with Iran will turn
into an international crisis for several
weeks, but moderation will diffuse the
matter — for the time being. 

66. Doh! The end may finally be in
sight for “The Simpsons” after, like, 57
years on television. 

67. Progress will be made on immi-
gration reform. 

68. Concerns will continue to rise
about the safety of the James River
bridge on Old Highway 50. 

69. The rumor will spread that the
Mead building in Yankton is haunted. 

70. A rumor will also spread that the
Press & Dakotan building in Yankton
isn’t haunted. (Don’t believe it, man.
Just do not believe it.) 

71. You will have a
compellingly strong
urge to want to drive
across Meridian Bridge
in a car, even though
this made you nervous
when you could do it. 

72. Nicolas Cage will be in a movie
that sucks. 

73. A curious holiday tree-trimming
trend: Sales will be brisk for Christmas
ornaments shaped like rifles. 

74. What do you mean no “Lincoln”
sequel?!

75. Did you ever think the price of
gas would hit $2.75 a gallon again?

76. Americans will continue to buy
into the false idea that Congress should
run its finances like a household, making
it easier for wealthy finance sector lead-
ers to push for their next cash cow that
will come at the expense of everyone
else — privatization of Social Security
and Medicare.

77. “The Hobbit” franchise will make
short, stocky dwarves the new mythical
sex symbol for females around the
world, replacing those tired, pale vam-
pires of yore.

78. My Bloody Valentine will finally
release the follow-up to their seminal
1991 album “Loveless.” 

79. The NBA championship belongs
to ... the Los Angeles Clippers? 

80. An effort to achieve statehood for
Puerto Rico will pick up, but make little
traction. 

81. Someone will market a smart-
phone app that claims to have a “gay-
dar” function. It won’t work. 

82. Attempts to rein in the Supreme
Court’s 2010 Citizens United ruling that
opened the floodgates to unlimited cam-
paign contributions will be thwarted by
well-monied political interests and lob-
bying groups — which seems only fit-
ting. 

83. There will be an explosion of
“selfie” photo exhibits and contests. 

84. Don’t look for a quiet year in
Egypt. 

85. It will be another year of warmth
records across the planet. 

86. After a relatively quiet weather
year in 2012 — droughts will do that,
you know — stormy skies return to the
scene somewhat this year. 

87. The Minnesota Vikings’ Adrian Pe-
terson will win the league’s MVP honor. 

88. A new research study reveals that
dogs can laugh — and just wait until you
find out what they are laughing at. 

89. Fans of “Gilligan’s Island” will be
surprised to discover that there are still
people who are fans of “Gilligan’s Is-
land.” 

90. Picture this: “Angry
Birds: The Movie.” 

91. An increasing number of English
teachers across the country will com-
plain about students writing in “Twitter”
shorthand and with emoticons. 

92. The Old-Time Fiddlers Jamboree
in Yankton will once again not include a
laser show. 

93. “Les Miserables” will come to
Yankton — briefly. 

94. The Los Angeles Angels will win
the World Series.

95. With Disney taking over the “Star
Wars” franchise, there will be rumors of
Johnny Depp joining the cast as a sort of
“Darth Sparrow” character.

96. With the 40th anniversary of the
release of Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the
Moon,” you’ll listen to the album for the
umpteenth time and realize just how
timelessly true some of the lyrics are for
you now.

97. This year marks the 100th an-
niversary of the ratification of the 16th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, giv-
ing the federal government the authority
to impose and collect income tax. You
won’t celebrate.

98. You’ll find yourself increasingly
watching Me-TV.

99. Mel Gibson won’t be making many
headlines this year, which will amount
to the best career move he’s made in a
very long time.

100. Congress won’t even be able to
agree to disagree. 

Predictions
From Page 1B

cinematic finish goes back as far as 1902,
when Georges Melies decided to have his
astronomers crash back to Earth instead
of spending the rest of their lives twid-
dling their thumbs on the moon.

In the decades that followed, directors
continued to evolve their endings. In 1939,
they approached a level of Darwinian per-
fection. That year and the three that fol-
lowed brought a bounty of classic
finishes: the return to Kansas in “The Wiz-
ard of Oz,” the sled reveal of “Citizen
Kane,” Bogart’s hill-of-beans speech in
“Casablanca,” the frankness of Rhett not
giving a damn in “Gone With the Wind.”

These movies finished where they
should, with scenes that both startled and
made sense. We couldn’t foresee that
Dorothy had drawn from her real life to
create the Emerald City, but once she did,
we believed that she would.

Other endings would build on their
forebears: John Wayne retreating silently
and meaningfully off a porch in John
Ford’s “The Searchers,” Michael Cor-
leone’s reluctant metamorphosis in the
first “Godfather.” In 1991, Hannibal Lecter
ushered out “The Silence of the Lambs” by
telling us that he was “having an old friend
for dinner,” reinforcing that he had indeed
survived and was up to more mischief.
Also, it was a witty pun, and we are suck-
ers for a witty pun.

Eight years later, Paul Thomas Ander-
son offered an ending to “Magnolia” that
quite literally dropped from the sky, as
frogs rained down across Southern Cali-
fornia. The scene continued at once, logi-
cally if surreally, the foreboding that came
before, while also offering up a sly biblical

reference. And we love a sly biblical refer-
ence, especially if it involves animals.

Try, on the other hand, to name a wor-
thy ending you’ve seen in the last year in a
popular movie. Perhaps your mind wan-
ders to “The Avengers,” where for 25 min-
utes we watch New York blow up so we
can eventually see a leather-clad Scarlett
Johansson make a wisecrack. Or maybe it
goes to “The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn
— Part 2,” in which a head-ripping blood-
bath on an icy plain turns out to have ex-
isted in the mind of a psychic member of a
clan called the Volturi.

Who should we blame for this drop-off?
Pity, first, the poor director working in the
modern era. Go for the happy and you’re
accused of the saccharine. Go for the am-
biguous and they’ll throw tomatoes at
you. As an audience, we’ve seen almost
every conceivable ending, so directors try
urgently, desperately to surprise.

Technology has made it harder too. An
ending is instant fodder for a snarky tweet
— after all, it is what’s freshest in our
minds when the phones go back on. There
is neither time nor space for an ending to
ferment into a classic. (If “Citizen Kane”
came out today, it could well spawn the
trending topics #Rosebud and #Stupid-
Endings and be out of theaters within
weeks.)

The mechanics of Hollywood also con-
tribute to the problem.

“We now develop so many movie ideas
based on pitches,” said Ben Affleck, direc-
tor of “Argo” and “The Town.” “And the
thing about a pitch is that it does a pretty
good job figuring out the first and second
acts, but no one ever sits down and works
out the third act.”

Meanwhile, when the films are eventu-
ally made, studios test and test some
more, so that an ending might well be cho-
sen by a random assortment of people
who happened to have a few hours free at
the mall.

Sometimes the messiness is inten-
tional. Filmmakers want their movie to be
like life, and for most of us, life just kind of
keeps meandering along. “I wanted it to be
a slice of life,” said “This Is 40” director
Judd Apatow when asked why his movie
seems to keep jumping around to different
possible endings. “And life is very random
and nonlinear.”

The biggest tentpoles, devised in a
petri dish by the biggest studios, have
their own problems: They are forced to
satisfy an ever more demanding teenage
audience with bigger spectacle, which is
why the building-jumping showdown at
the end of “The Amazing Spider-Man” feels
longer than the entire history of Marvel
Comics.

But why is it so hard for virtue-laden
movies with Oscar-winning directors to
exit cleanly? There was only one way to
put this issue to bed: to ask the people re-
sponsible.

Tom Hooper was first up. “I pride my-
self on endings because I think it’s the
most important thing,” he said.

But if it’s so important, why are there
so many false finishes in “Les Miserables”?
“The challenge with films that end with
the hero dying is that it can leave you re-
ally hopeless, and so we had to transcend
the tragedy of his death and turn it into
something positive.”

Next, Steven Spielberg. Asked about
the prevailing feeling that he should have
wrapped “Lincoln” at an earlier moment,

he didn’t concede the point. In fact, he
said he didn’t struggle with the ending as
much as he did other issues. “The great
challenge was not how the story would
end but what it would cover,” he said.
“Tony (Kushner’s) original draft was 550
pages.”

As for Jackson’s wish to see the
shooter, Spielberg had an explanation.
“We just knew we wouldn’t show the as-
sassination, because it would sensational-
ize the story. It would have suddenly
focused the movie on the shooter, not the
president.”

Finally, Ang Lee. He said he knew the
idea of pulling the rug out with an it-was-
all-a-metaphor twist was tricky. “It’s very
hard, because you asked people not to be-
lieve what you just told them,” he said.

So does it surprise or bother him that
there’s a backlash? “Well, Asia in particu-
lar loved the ending. It’s more about the
journey itself there,” said Lee, offering an
intriguing cultural hypothesis. “We proba-
bly don’t feel this way as much in Amer-
ica.”

“Life of Pi” is a big hit in China, so per-
haps Lee is on to something. Perhaps we’d
all feel differently about its conclusion if
we were to travel to Beijing to watch it
there.

———
Staff writers John Horn and Amy Kauf-

man contributed to this report. 
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Who should we blame for this drop-off? Pity, first, the poor di-
rector working in the modern era. Go for the happy and you’re
accused of the saccharine. Go for the ambiguous and they’ll
throw tomatoes at you. As an audience, we’ve seen almost
every conceivable ending, so directors try urgently, desper-
ately to surprise.

JULY: 
Who’d have thought the cheesy

words “Hey, Sexy Lady” would go so
far? South Korean singer PSY’s video
of his song “Gangnam Style,”
emerges this month and the rest is
history — it will become the most
watched YouTube clip of all time. At
the London Olympics, young athletes
like the ebullient gymnast GABBY
DOUGLAS and swimmer MISSY
FRANKLIN, both 17, shine, but
MICHAEL PHELPS — now 27 — still
shows fellow swimmers how it’s done,
and 70-year-old SIR PAUL McCART-
NEY delivers a soulful “Hey Jude” at
the opening ceremony. Meanwhile,
QUEEN ELIZABETH II gamely partic-
ipates in a sketch in which she para-
chutes into the stadium. 

AUGUST: 
Fifty years ago this month, MARI-

LYN MONROE died, and look how a
‘50s icon has become a 21st-century
phenom. Her platinum locks, slightly
parted ruby lips, and curvy, clinging
styles are copied by actresses and
singers from MADONNA to TAYLOR
SWIFT to LINDSAY LOHAN to RI-
HANNA to NICOLE KIDMAN. And
there are a slew of Marilyn-themed en-
terprises on the horizon. Meanwhile,
crusty CLINT EASTWOOD, 82, makes
our night at the GOP convention with
his infamous “empty chair” chat with
President Obama. It becomes one of
the enduring moments of the cam-
paign, if also the most puzzling. 

SEPTEMBER: 
The most uninhibited person on

the planet is now officially DUNHAM,
who gets naked at the Emmys — she
sits naked on a toilet and eats a birth-
day cake, to be precise, in an opening
skit. At the MTV Video Music Awards,
the boy band One Direction makes its
mark as a new teen-girl obsession.
But look who’s also making waves:
BILL CLINTON, 66, who rocks the
Democratic Convention with an ener-
getic speech that shows he can still
inspire the masses. As for little
SASHA and MALIA OBAMA, the
country does a double-take; in four
years they’ve become two mature and
fashionable young women. 

OCTOBER: 
Binders full of women! Big Bird!

Malarkey! Debate season is on, so let
the instant memes begin. This is the
first election where you could have
followed the debates purely via Twit-
ter. Surprise, DUNHAMʼs in the news
again — and let no one doubt the
value of pop-culture prominence,
however ephemeral: Her new book
deal with Random House is reportedly
worth more than $3.5 million. But let’s
hear it for another 50th birthday: Ed-
ward Albee’s “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?” is back on Broadway exactly
a half-century after it first premiered,
and it’s getting some of the best no-
tices of the season. 

NOVEMBER: 
BOND. JAMES BOND. Embodied

by the tough and chiseled DANIEL
CRAIG, the world’s most famous British
spy is in better shape than ever as the
franchise marks its 50th anniversary
with “Skyfall,” regarded by many as one
of the best Bond films. Another iconic
image doesn’t fare so well: Lohan’s turn
as Liz Taylor in a new TV film is pillo-
ried. Sometimes the original just
shouldn’t be touched. And hail to the
first statistician to achieve pop-culture
cred: Blogger NATE SILVER scores
with his spot-on predictions of the elec-
tion’s outcome. And we must mention
the oldest pop-culture hero of the year:
ABRAHAM LINCOLN is back, cour-
tesy of STEVEN SPIELBERGʼs movie
and a typically mesmerizing perform-
ance by DANIEL DAY-LEWIS.

DECEMBER: 
As the year ends, the world is

abuzz with news of a royal pregnancy.
Soon, a baby will be one of the biggest
celebrities in the world. But for now,
let’s give a shoutout to the ROLLING
STONES, whose average age is 68-
plus, slightly older than the average
Supreme Court justice. In five concerts
marking their 50th year as a rock
band, the grizzled foursome shows the
world they still have the power to rock
huge arenas (at huge prices), and up-
stage celebrity guests like LADY
GAGA with their own charisma. Along
with aging rockers McCARTNEY,
SPRINGSTEEN, THE WHO and PINK
FLOYD, they dominate a televised
benefit for storm victims. As for MICK
JAGGER, who at 69 hasn’t lost any of
those “moves like Jagger,” we can only
say, to paraphrase the famous movie
line: “We’ll have what he’s having.” 
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